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‘Mobammersh and Kermanshah consulates. 
Trasauits copy of telegraph core: 
spondence with Viceroy. concerning. pro- 
I to tracsfer Consul McDouall from 
fobammerah to Kermansbah and 
ypintment of Lieutenant, Wilson to 
Chargs, at Mobammerah. Lieutenant 
Wilton’s emoluments Saat 


Russian consular agent at Shiraz, Reports 
‘appointment of Nasr-ed-Dowleh. Gives 
retuons Tor, deploring. this, appointment 
Tias begged M, Sabline that it may bo 
cancelled. Latier has promised t0 do 
what ho can to settle the matter 


Dastis in Turkish consulate-general. Mr, 
Wraihlaw reports that basis are Sattar 
| and Baghir Khas. 








Loan of services of Mr. New, Indo 
‘Buropean ‘Telegraph Department have 
been asked by Minkter of Telexraphs to, 
Tend him a clerk. Mr. New as been 
Tent temporarily +. 





| Advance on Tehran. Reports great activity 
‘atIspaban. Resht has sent reinforcements 
{to nationalists, Bazaatsin Tehran are abut 


Action of Tus 
Mr Wi 







representative at Uromia| 

ni ‘alling in of 
rd ao aig 
Tooting, "Massa coast 
‘Keured departure of Korda. 


‘Advance on capital. Reports. receipt by. 
foreign representatives of telegram from 
Seonatitutionaliats” of 
















ehraa, Russian and Persian 









Cossack brigade bave agreed| 
ot to resist, Landing of Russian troops 
right pro fof vengeance oa 
royalistrotables eee | 


| Tsmai Mirza, Refers to No. 800, Part XVILE. 
Preece is unaware of presence of in London 





Neel oa 
| Mes fan a 
Teco Sas UL Sat 
peter Sete 
perce are 








sufficient for protection of foreigners. 


Russian consular agent at Shiraz. To 
oprecent to Minister. for, Po 





| fof Nasr-ed-Dowieh as, ia view of No. 2 





ment in favour of uon-iaterrention, 





15 | Memoranda commu- 


Adi 
‘ieated by Count 


16 | SirG. Barclay Dispatch of Russian troops, Iefers to 





Loan of Mr. Now. Corrocts slight inaccuracy 








‘Advance on ‘Teliran, Sardar Asnad has 


Situation in Tehran. Minister for Foran 


Russian troops for Pots 





azvin, and gives | 











pie Nob 8 Advance on ‘Tehran. No, 7 has been shown 


Imperial Commissioner. Enguires whether 








ig Asis 


‘Advance on Tehran, "To quote o 
{etirailty of reconsidering appointment | i 


in revolutionaries. Hxprossed inten 













tio of (eee Nos 7) are further. argue 


Pricats at Nejol 
Russian Government of No, 22, referring: 
toNo, 056, PartXVIM 
Karun st 





at Wis out in reprentations 10 
Gisiter for Porugn Altice ss 


Mr. New. To ascertain whether Russian 





being lent the services of (wee No.4) + 








| 
| 
| Mrmr cic to Fan Mier 
1 





h of Mohammerah. 
Ha fo 70h Ee XH Tae 
alresdy repliod (on! 21th May) to similar 
‘conmunieation made on 24th May. No- 
thing toadd ai: 5 








‘ebran, "Shah ie conte 
sivimblly aking rege a on 
he Tegatina. Russlan proposal ta son 
detachment to Karen 


Novoo4 Pace XVI, Se Salinas 
a view that dlapatch might aggravate 
siwuaton,. Danger exits in posiiity that 
Hassan oficers toy Hight. This might bo 
avoided by fresh instructions to Russian 
ober ete ah ta 






WING MMi soe gers 


started northwards fro 
of 1,200 men ai 





Kum at the head 


AMfairs has given wenurauces of his deste 
toadhieeototionsintervention, - Nodecision 
jo come to aK to sending troops to 
Kazvin or Tea se ae as 












toary of oficial comnunigué published in 
the press, announcing preparations. for 
Aispateh a i 








teh of Russian troops, Refers to] 
Now 0) ana a: i communicate 
Views ‘of is Majesty’ 

Minister for Foreign Altay.” Minister for 
Foreign Affaire mind ix mado up; is 











arguments i of sending. troops, 
Probably one of tho chief objocts is safety. 
of Russinn bank at Toran. 


0 of Nojef and Kerbala, ‘Transmits 
telegrant from Hig Majeny’s consuls 
fcoeral at Bagdad. reporting rosontinent 
{ay at presoee of usinn troops fy 





to Russian Anibasaador, to whom it lias 
een suggested that His Majesty's 
Minister should join in making represon- 

iF thought desirable... 








intment of Vincent Kitabji can bo 
arranged for. D'Arcy anxious for his 
‘appointment in place of Sadig-ea-Sultanch 











‘prvased by Sir G. Barclay in No. 








mers. On enquiry boing made, 
His Majesty's Ministor at "Tehran reports 
‘that consul states: rumour in letter from 
Mesa Strick of 24th June unfounded, 
‘Mestre. Wonckhani’s agency at Mohatn 

















tmerah is in charge of a German 
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‘Meshed-Seistan telegraph line, | ‘Transmit 
‘copy of ute by director in-chief of ‘Indo- | 
tropean Telegraph Company, dated 18th 
Jone, regarding bad state Of Seistan— 
Bandan section of. a 


Mr. Brown, acting 
regard to bidding for the Mc 
cconcesso 


Shah snd Anglo-Rossian advice. Reports 
‘audience of Shab, who, complained that 
the carrying out of advice given bail had 
no good resulta, Demands of Sardar| 
‘Assad e 


$81 Tol. ‘Mohammerah and Kermanshab consulates. 
Refers to No. 783, Part XVIIL His Ma- 
jesty’s consul-genoral at Bushire reports 
{hat Sheikh of Mobammersh has expressed 
rogret at transfer of Mr. MeDouall, and 
begs for his retention. Reply to abeikh .. 


898 Tel, Dispatch of Russian troops, Reports decision 
‘Of Council of Ministers to vend troops. 
Tneteuctions to commander. = 


89 Tel. ‘Advance on Tobran and dispatch of Russian 
troops. Minister for Foreigu Affairs has 

prodised to soud instructions to Tehran 
igosted in No. 23. Reasons 

galst seuding troops. eae: 


Arabsian iergstion. Refers to, No 668, 
het vile root So A, Part 

ill, Sit B. Grey is dnpoed to 6 
rove Sir Gy Barclay’ action. 


‘turo-Pecsian frontier. His Majesty's vic- 
stl a Van rope arial Urania of 
Soe batalin of ‘Turkish troops, and 
Repartae of two mone companion Tor 
trader eee ‘ 


Advance on Tehran. Russian colleszue has 
‘suggested makinye threatening, com 
fation to revolutionary forces. Has re 
fused, but has since received No. 23, 
Representatives have pow been wut, 
M, Sabline bas reevived menacing letters 
{addition to threat referred to in No. 7 


588 Tel. ‘Advance on ‘Tehrn. Refers to No. $6. 
Major Stokes roports fighting at abated. 
Defeat of revolitionarics | « 


840 Tol. Situation in Tehran. Refers to No, 33. 
‘Ministee for Foreign Affairs says Russian 
‘chargé dafaires has been instructed t0| 
oper tafter consulting with Sir@. Barc 
whether suggested mediation with Bskt 
tlari and Kazvin fedais offers auy chance 
‘of preventing entry into Tehran 4 


Possibility of Shab taking refuge atone of 
the, legato, Miner for" Forsiga 
‘Hinks instructions already seat to 
tativesahould be renewed. in 


Rus-ian coasular agent at Shiraz. Refers to 
igo Affairs 
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June 8, 


-Adeanoo on Tebran sud dispatch of Rusian 
tcoops.” Offdals from the eva. legations 
Inve boon sent to nogtint with Teders 
of advasco, with antraetons co ute threat 
of patel of Rian ore if vin a 

slo Rassan oop will bo red 
to embark in four days us oe + 

Posi of Shh eaking efuge at logation. 
Tn view of No, 99, reminds that i 
tions already given hold good + 


Amsranens to Shab. Refers to, No. 60% 
Part XVIII, er or stale 


Shah and constitution. Refers to No, 611, 
Part XVII | Trausmits decreo explal 
that reestablished constitution 
supplementary articles added 


Taboos, ‘Transnite copy of despatch fom 

‘His Majesty's consul-general esoiting 
fun siagon of invent of, Approie 
Hb of svi als Majesco 


consulgeneral at ‘Tabrovx ro- 


Steam-sbip “Stushan.” Refora to No. 825, 
Part XVI, M hs account for 
Foreign 
ts latter's 


ra Part XVID thks 
aa topo for 


Ultra 
aus on 
erunvat dn Tis Majesty's Govennment 
Ted approved acceptance of Sandan: 
lea ot of 13th fovuary rogaid 
jb change textes (Son, 
Brith Ohunber of Commerc at Bsr, 
ranwalta copy of death tom Hs 
Haj eur at usive ae 
oping thas of or protectin Se 
recent disturbances: as a 


from Ilis Majesty’ 
porting that vali of Pusht-i- Kuh ins 


efit Bob taoluds 
a aot nea 


Tnsecu 
reat 


tae 
fd submits siento, Direto of Tel 
rph para ecto 
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SirG. Lowther. 


Jane 16, 1909 | Uleina of Kerbela and Nejef, and re-estab- 








Cinclosures 8 and 5) 





| Tishinent” of constitation. Refers to 
No. 611, Part XVII, Transmits copy of 
despatch from His Majesty's consul - 
general at Bagdad respecting reply of 
folema to Shab's telegram announcing re- 
establish ment of constitution .. 


Situation at Tabreez, and general situation. 
Reports on, for last four weeks. Expec- 
tatfon that re-establishment of constitution 
would produce a déente has been fullled 


Arabistan telographs, Refers to No. 698, Part 
XVII. ‘Transmits signed convention and 
otesexchanged. Comments on convention | 


lector lay. Reports competion of and 
resutation to Shah. Gives summary of 
With obwrvations by Shab 


Events in Persia, ‘Transmits monthly sum- 
mary of A s 


Russian advance to Persian Government. 
nsmits copy of amended draft. Joan 
[iusian Government have 

subject to certain mosiications, 

Sallie Has instructions as tothe 
Joynent of the 100,000. ad 
Russian troops for Persia, Refers to 
No, 673, Part XVIII. M. Tnvoleky saya 
that only increase of Russian troops’ is 
hint sotnia of Cossacks being wont to reine 
re consulate guard at Ardebil | 


Publication of programme of reforms, 
to No, #31, Part VILL Tas 

“1 Minister for Foreign Affairs that 

XVII. His Majesty's 

Ths 


fig fiat Slonsof Rasiay Ooveroment 
{Gate forin Nov #43, Pare XVI) 


Now. 78 aud 740, Part Discus: 
sion of questi Rassian 
troops, aud of Sattar and Raghie Khan 
taking refige in Turkish consulate-general. 
mmonicated No, 745, Part 
ng Meshed a 


Disputed of troope to Tebran, ‘Transaits 
‘inary of interview published in 
woe Vremya” with a person come 

| Persian affairs” preparing 


Refers to 

Vi, iin Gores 

to prepare for ovesta 

Aispateh of tops to Raztns Force would 
font of abaat 1,800 


Russian troops i 


Nee XVITL Acting Minister for 
Foreign Alfirs contro report as to S05 
ponies ot redaction of ce 
‘TuncorPersian frontier. Reports on tactical 
fujert cf the question. "Road Yetwees 
‘SiNinools and Vrumla"Froutier question 
rule abd Salus Adair at 





reer, Refers to} 





1d Young Turk revolutiouary band 
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828 Tel, 
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July 5, 1909 | ebipat ‘of Russisn troops. Announces 


4 


ion to send troops, with reasons for 
hivscoot ra) cs me hea 


‘Advance on Tehran. Reports result of 
eee as a eae 
Fu doa eunas 

Daan inn iaate 
Sy area 
ta : 

NCL ne! 

LE Tate aes 
Serer 
Deccan cnrn treetan 


Eemumne 
ipabdar on the subject 


Hui on 

Majesty's 

is informod that the: 
his olan farthe h 


ral at Bagdad 
-yid didnot sond 
Dagdad 


Dispatch of tsi troops, Rafer to 
Noah, Cacao ta Ine 
inwiructed o delay unt Sty Patersbirgh 
Issn forts a teen four boats 
allowed to date nas ays 

Moin’ oxide, concdsions, Stick. tars 
concesions base expire, nd has ade 

Site for thas hy telegraph : 

‘Advacn on Tetra id propose. dip 
‘of Raisin troops, "Ayytove No. 33 + 

Digpaich of Russian troops to Pras, Gives 
Shistanco of reply given to Count Benak 

fiudorts announcement of netion conten 

plat by Rueda 

Posty of Sha taking fu. M. Sabi 
‘ays Shalt will ako refuge at Russian 

ogationi yal resiatance beaks dow 


Digpatch of Russian trcops, MM. Saino has 
‘en intrictel to notty Persian, Govern 


nai party of 70 mak 
abjet ofthe action clear 


Situation at Shire 

usa “roport sua 

Seats oval Kua bat 
aot aa fo this snl appointinnt of | 
Nisreea‘Dowt i cancallad ess | 





Stanton in Teran Mock apart 
lvereatunte danger to forigners 

No. 21). Thera of 200 08 004 Ge 

egitim guard would 
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| No, | Date Suestcr. ee) . Date. Susser. 
‘foie G, Barclay | 842-ot, | July 61000 Mesbod. Approves No.68 —---o|_ 9 apa 
5 | T0 Mr, O'eimo | 897 Te. 6 | Pra of Kotla and Nei, To fora] 
near ter Feemeei Aiea own that they wil aname onc 
4] To tntie Otte: |. xchango of poste between His Majesty's over Government departments inclu 
oe eue " chant? Of samara and Kermaoaba, Gaston Uaderakings given by ane 
Hert Nort “Tans copy of sage arn ee 
No.at, coy is Tape ; 
Dove iis Majety's const geoerals rep Pepsin Minister of Tolographs, Tefern to 
Wihekiterepesentaions news| 8D Nor 94 Molber=ed- Dove, though 
always frionly to Tis Majesty's Govern: 
a | zs ‘ Refers to > iment fs markedly reactionary.” Demands 
oman copy of translation ombered 4 ani 7 in No. 71 appeared 
; Foam ne aay 
0 ak 
Situatign a yin vos (gra ro 
6 | Votonial Office eve z ig Majesty's consul general referring to 
6 | Cotoniat Om ‘ oH Nov 96 and reporting interview with 
eae ce Darga Begg nee 
a7 | Sir@,arclay 548 Tol 7% | Adranco on ‘Tehran. Transits reply of | Bosbiro 
. {iro nalfnalit leaders Clear that they Transits telegram 0 THis Majesty's 
tn ae alesibe rams eiasoaey consul = general” at. Bushito- approving 
Trusts that Russian Governmeat wil ok fdvico to yoverorgeneral and toply 0 
rest of annousce~ Tocal assembly, atl vig structions an 
Promulgetion of to ce roel wh gar tions 
« courage pol hye 
n prosone of ssa trop 
fy | OHNO i 
rrepuiag 350 Tel. mbar, Report that foroign 
Leet Hogations have. recive terran from 
omstruction might be plaerd upon Rossian Spar stating tat tho cot, on the 
ithe to. contd applica aulvico of tho ropresentatives, ac 
cesium VC Pees dean fliers wilseann 
opal tosh SP yaa 
wo} on ye] to Te. Shicas. toplace his ee 
State under ts protections Hla ie Son Tel, at Mushiro. Refora to. No, 04 
Siteted Hie Majesty consul to refueo so) 6 coniulcenoral ae, Bushirs 
| reports that local aasombly has adr 
20) Mr 01 4 1, | igtebot Ruin tops, Rete to Nosh {slogan or communication uo Gabines to 
| Mas refra king any further of Tehran protesting of 
| Fepreseation, av 1 would probably. be | Drevence of Ruth troops. Gives 
Sola aa aa amet te: a oof reply to assusbly which lis 
cousulygoueral bas ‘beth hie 
Min ow» ++| 347 Tol. a Raguin consular agent at hire. Refers to 
| Nov ie Instructions ea ent : a 5 
| Aaa ae ait teey Mr-O'Bsirme ——..) $10 Tel ch. of Russian troops. Miltary 
Biltwith Sint, Barly as to appoint | ecevol no information 
| aNncetiesle oer ee Mf dopartare from Baki. Ils Majesty's 
| Consul at Batoum tuniructod to ruport 
(al | 36 Teh a nglo-Rasian co-operation in Po direct to Fortigu Ofieo any information 
5 Noo af. Minter for Foreigh Atay See 
| sures ml ge dons feria b cartes 
olseration, nd is muuch gratia by Sit isgatch, of Russian troopa. Referk 
Popes deelaration to Hassan Atabaa- fo 101, Sinistor for Foreign -AMtary 
Chee ae Pas sn rogawnt of Conancks reac Hi 
8) 6 J suo ter | % | Rugsian conslar agent ot Shiraz | Refers to ete i 
| usin conse agunt at Shia, ale Consul Stevens tovops for Persia, Reporte em 
Feriaton iy received fromm Sic. Thrkation a. ae 
| ene Fs 103 | To SiG. Borelay 
| ations mado 
ie ..) 348 Tel 4, | Sigahin’s desman, ‘latter reply 
ont mistake baa presentations at present ie 
numbering in. No.7 ic niga reas el 
prising that disniesl 
| Fdographs should be recommended Sultan, Rotors to No. 94 Prosco 
: Tats fom ‘Akliar Mires that Ze about 
1) Toate Oeime «| sate | 7, ‘| Situation ot Shiras, too. 40, To {0 star for Vienna, Iinprobablo that hs 
Gatora Sinister for Foreign Afairs of | Intends at preset foturaing (9 Feria 
Nor, tl to ioe ha te 2 
| Najesty's Government hope be will return : aveaucul-Molk, Approves No, 
Baty aud favourable atawer to. repre: ppreren Nee 
Sontatous of His Slajesty’s Goverament..| 62 
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858 Tel. 
261 Tel 
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58 Tele 





| suty. 8, 1909 





Teh ere Ds, aoe S| 
sean ie Pony | 
ee 


Situation at Shiraz Concurs in No. 93. «+ 


Zil-es-Sultan, Russian Government request 
that His Majesty's Government should 
‘urging Zil to delay bis return. 
Sh. Reasons for this «+ 


‘Turkish action at Urumia. Proposes strong, 
opresontation at Constantinople demab- 
ing recall of Turkish troops from Persian 


M. Sable 
800 Coseacka, one 

tata 
we nander, Protest by Resht Anjoman 


Can ascertain nothing in 
reply to No.7. Suspects story is attempt 
fe Backmall Mola se ee | 





Tperial comnistioner of ol company, No 
Pitan to apponcment of Rltbji (eee 
Noo) Soi ontr ea| 


‘AlesSuitan. Refers to No. 109, Rossian 
‘Ambassador has telegraphed for 


tien 


Teceive instructions in time 


Situation at Bushire, Approves Nos. 97%, 
Oeand Ws, ee 


Satin at usin, Refers to No. 100 
(ane desrabiliy of pointe out that 

oid to mlyace of Teta after 
Satistent of consiation and aftr 
srihdraal of Rosi trope had begun | 


‘AlesSultan, Refers to No. 114. Not to 
approseh Zl until Rassian Ambassador 
‘Teeeived instructions from his Govern- 


San troops, Ruslan chargé 
Toscan detachment has 
Hote est So ea ae 


Sardar Asod and Sipabar. Report disptch 
“i telegrams by to Pera Minister for 
longa Mair and sabnaaco of latter's 
oe eee ae 


Ulema of Nejef, ‘Telegram has been received 
from, promising assistance 

aisinst Russian troops. Samsam at 
Tepahan has received similar telegram. 


ation at Bushire. To inform M. Isvolaky 
‘of substance of Nos 100.and 16. 


Uloma of Nejef, ‘Transmits telegram to 
Major Ramiay enquiring as to truth of 











roport that Ulema bare started for Persia 
torresist Russians. Shel 





Sir @, Barclay 359 Tel. 


560 Tel, 


Sir B Cartwright ., 





Ibs Ofion 


Sie G, Barclay 561 Tel 


564 Tel, 


565 Tel, 


‘To Mr. O'Beirne 


July, 





feinforeement ould” bo expected from 
Bune eee 
Situation ot Shiraz, States answor given to 
No, 129; ontroeting i Majesty: con 
to ofonm governor general that Hy Max 
fesiy's Government will Hold. Mi ni 
Spomable for harm done i Tatl Seyyid 
fines. to. Shiraz May “communiatod 
No OMajorCoRe eee 
ZivesSllao. Reforsto No, 100, Reports 
Gnerviow with yt ich ator an 
rounded Wo delay bis return. vs 
‘ivexSaltan, Rotors to No. 124, Reports 
Conversations wilh Zi) ani tis bil ee 
er etn for wing ow 
vison tho natonali party” 
Prin an presen of Rn oops «+ 


Russian policy in Persia, Gives subatanen 
(Of ariclo by Intl Hak Sn th’ Torin 
of Sed fly respect. Tamatl Hakki 
thinks Russian vecupation of Northern 
Porsia will be perianeht, and nothing 
cotid said if England were to imitate 
Rawls ye eee en re 

Proposed dispatch of Rasaan fore to occupy, 
Mosit-Kazwin road. Confiras No. 78, 
Young uk view is tht agi oocupas 
tion wll bo. peraient, hie expla 
econ! inereaa of Turkish forces. Colle 
fon botween Young Turks and. Persian 
revolitionnies etd 

Abu Maxie. Trams of no 
rata Viceroy date Ist uly, tufornn 
SF nots addrewed. to Germad Robusyy 

seating acl 


Kerman, ‘Transmite telegram (No. 20) fr 
Ts Maj mowel amen 
that Balue arin to wet 0 

K utrigues of usslan 


fers to No 119. Reports proposal of Shab, 

aie secretly to logations, that objections 

Able persons will I expelled from palace, 

tionalist forces disperse i 

Tebiran, Reports Sighting. since 

1A milos west of the town, 

decisive ac 

if to Baluchis. Refers to 

Proposes to instruct His Ma- 

tan 4 warn Baluchis 

h ‘ill probably result from 
disorders they appear to contemplate 


te tided over by 
mere annowncewent of his app i, 


Tsprossing for annonueemnt to this effect 


Uloma of Nejel, Refers to No, 120. To ine 








form Russian Minister for Foreign AM 
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Mr O'Beime —..| 957 Tel. | July 14, 1909 toh oft Refersto No. 148, Has 

communicated substance of No. 148 to 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who denies 
that additional troops have been gent. 
Information in No, 119 is confirmed by 
telogram from M,Sabline se 





July 19,1900 | Entsy into ‘Tehran of fedal. Reports 
\a Ruslan colleague bas expressed wish to 
Uring cavalry from Kazvin to Tehran ..| 74 





Sir Q, Barclay 








19, | Appointment of Zit as Governor of 8h 
Meera to No. 183, Reports, Mis son 
willact a9 deputy forthe present, It bas 
‘plained to Saadced-Dowleh that 


136 <tc Fe 1% 


AVHl ++| 358 Tel. 4, Zil-ex-Sultan, Refers to No. 142. Has 
‘made communication to M Tavolsky 


























Z's retirn not desratlo at present s-| ; respecting proposed retum of to Persin «| 70 
| ses ret, | 18, | Ratey of Nationalists into Tehran, Reports 150 |SirG. Barclay.) s72 teh | 14, iran, Reports bombardment 
EM ea tS Absenco™ of ooting; 20. danger to yy Persian Cossacks | 79 
ropeans. No opposition to entry ol 
Misaias | 75 16it|| fat cy «| 878 Tel, uM, 1. Reports bombardment: 
d Ts taking stops to inde. tho 
im]. yas] so07te | 13, | Russi troops in Persia, Cotone} Liakbow 











fowo parties t0 open negotiations. Atti 
tudo or Bhan, Po /n¥ouaions AAT a9 





ins beon urging Russian charge satfairen 
Itsian troops from Kazvin to 
l 







































ter wil ot do unless | ee) ye] STATOR | 14, | Situton at Toran eer to No. 16 
| abwolutely necessary eee ‘ports andionoo with Lis Majesty, whic 
| cere vas of dstresing charactor ee se] 79 
139 0%, | 18, | Nationalist forces in Tehran, _Desultory _ : 
ae ee treet fighting. continues. Sardar Assad 155 | Sie, Lowther ..| 288 Tel, | 14, | Priests of Nojef and. Kerbola, ‘Tranamits 
| pes Shah will take bast, but M. Sabline telegram from Tis 





sty" consul- 





=| 78 





fontral at Bagdal report groat ruse 
Tent felt at Nojef an Kurbelyse se] 90 


ROU ite, BSOITHL uM, Turkish attitude with rogand to Anglo- 

Russian intervention in Porsia, President, 
of Chamber has written” unolically 
tating that unfortunate limproasion hay 
Jeon produced in Constantinople. Letter 
acknowledged privately. | 80 












on Te 18, Shiraz, Force available for, if necessary. 
Bee a eee Zia appointment may | 
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141 | Consul Stovens ./Tolegraphie} 13, 














Mr, O'Beimne 887 ‘Tel. 665i] ye nd ++] 40 Tel, M4, ‘Turkish foroesat Urumia, Refers to No, 106, 


Has mado communication to Porte ,| 80 
156 | To SirG, Barclay ..| 369 Tel, M4, Wa 
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16 to Baluchi, Approves No, 12 
he rojgard to. instructions to” His 
Majesty’s consul at Seistan, India Ofica 
are beinyg consulted. "To obtain, if possible, 
‘original of loter referrud to in'No, 129 | 80 























1 troops to Persia, Tntor- 
iow with Ruslan “Amlassador about 
Aispateh of furier troops. Has pointed 








































































y of justifying, and danger] 137 | To Sir. Lowther ..| 409 ‘Tel M4, Auvglo- Russian co-operation in Porwin. Rofors 
| that might enue. ee |Z. 10 No, 194, To explain to. Ahunod Riza 
| = real ponitions eld by His Majesty's 
144 | To SiG, Barclay.) 985 Tel. 43, bans at Shin Ad Government and Russia in Penias| 81 
requested (0 instruc = Seis cid 
sphinx” to-do anything 158 | To Sir F. Cartwright | 265 "Tek M4, ‘Zilea-Sultan. ‘Po refrain from further repro 
ly Major Gos should the later, sentations until decision his boot arrived 
et with His Majesty's consul a ft on question of allowing Zil to return to 
Shirai, ank for protect amit hes Persia vid Bushito sa. a 
3 | To Bie G. Lowther 13, Unuoia, ‘Transmits No. 798, at uy ZilesSultan. Soggests that Zl should bo 
Tip) emia G tart bi Part XVILL. Turkish Ambassador has allowed to rotarn to Persia nov that ho 
‘been informed that instructions have been is aprinted Covarnor-Gencral of Shia, 
ive nto be made Should return to Porsin vid Bushire ss] 81 
Fospectinye action of Turkish consul-[ 
fgencral at Tabreez es Ga 160 | ToSirG, Barclay ..| 102 4, Steamship “Shushan.” Refers to Now 47. 
os Concrs, and refers to No, S17, PartXIV.5] 62 
M46 | Admiratty | ae 18, Shiraz. Tram 






Majesty's ship. 


161 | To India fico 
ctions a§ to, 
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13th July, 
i 


ea n of Bahrvinisin Persia, Refers to 
askinge for 
























| No. 401, Part XVIL. Transnits copy of 
detachment being sent to Shiraz | No.8 Sir Gray propose (0 aporve 
sins of Sir G. Barclay's note to Persian 

ial) me ae alee oth, Minister for Foreign AMtairs 8 





fen alas 14, | Intention of Ualuchis to attack Bam and 
| | Kerman, Trananita copes of Nos 12 
188and156,  Euguiros whotherreideata 

| (Ching isin positon to earry out 
| im thas 8 18 
whethor Lard Morley can suggest 
| other atopy ee YT gg 
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municated by the 
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516 Tel. | 





‘July 14, 1909 | Situation at Shiraz to No, 147, 

Suggests Lords Commissioners should 

instruct commander of “Sphinx” to comply 

ith any request of the kind which His 

Majesty» consul-general at Bushire may 
make, ‘Transmits No, 140 


Moin's oxide concessions. Refers to No. 29 
Information has been telegraphed to His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran. Latter has 
‘beon unable to seo Minister for: Foreign 
Aor, bo thinks i expedient to press 
for Hormuz concession ead 


Dispatch of Rassian troops to Persia. Reports 
eparture of regiment of Cossacks, one 
Tattery of guns, and two conpanics of 
sappersforBnzeli wee ve 


Return of Russian troops from Persia. Re- 
‘ports ret to Catcasus of two companies 
Of Rille Brigades, we 


ZikesSultan. Reports interview with, in 
concert with Ressan Ambassador. “Z's 
t Ang: 

thents against his imaediato return 


jews of Persian affairs, 


Z's reasons for wishing to 

opinion of strength of revolutionary party 
in Persia, and his views. ag to. possible 
means of restoring order in Persia 


Agreement with Bakhtiari khans. 
ty No Su 
paragraph is correct, Asks that an 
petenttanlton nny bo oan frome 
hr see 





Karun frriga 0, 785, Part 
XVII. Lord Morley finds no reason. to 
imudify views expressed fy Mi ‘ 
Totter’ of 12th June, oF to 
alteration of instructions vent in No. 736, 
Part XVII. a 


Khorka irriati Rofers toNo. 84, 
Lard Me but thinks local 

| officers concer too sanguine a view 
‘of the future of the project, ks 
they: shouldbe warned not to Te 
‘overlook dif eas 


wsfer of Consul MeDovall from Mobam- 
tmeral to Kermanshab, Refers to No. 64. 
Lord Morley concurs « Z 


[Telegraphic i in, Protests against intor- 


HaeOlaeee aiSeun set 
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575 Wel. Nationalist oceupation of Tehran. 


Persons and property of foreiguers have 
| nor suffered cieeeS 


Russian troops in Persia, Russian colleague 


f Russian Bank has sent 
ng that troops mizht be 





‘ML. Sabline thinks this 
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‘To Mr. O'Beirne 


Admiralty. 
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uly 15, 1909 | Shiraz Refers to No. 136, His Majesty's 
‘consul reports great improvement caused 
by announcement of Zils appointment 


Situation in Tehran, Reports continued 
fighting, Refugees in legation, Es 
mated casualties. eens 

Wouuiing of one of legation gholams, Re» 
(ota ee AE ee 


Protection of 7Zil's property. Refers to 
‘No. 125. Complaint refers to raiding by: 
tribesmen of certain villages near Tspahan. 
Has done everything possible to induce 
Government to restrain tribesinen 7 


Russian troops in Persia, M, Sabline says 
manager of Russian Bank has pressed for 
feo at Kare Drought on to 

fehran pa 


Russian ships Reports movement of to 
Persian Waters vs aso 
“Zi-os-Sulian, Russian Government gree 
‘with His’ Majesty's Government as to 
Gosiability: of return of, and havo ine 
te, thelr Amassor t Vie to 

“il in 

feoncert with His Majesty's Ambassidor .. 


Shire Has communicated substance of 
Nos. 128 and 128¢ ian Mi 

Re ‘Maines 
prose tae 0 prove 


‘of Seyyid Lari at Shiraz 


iL instructions roceived fr 
ty's Government 4 


moderation and. rest 
Rusia. 


Russian troopain Ps 
‘To send instrvetion x 
noul at Bagdad) to explain to ulema 
purpose of dispatch of Russian troops. 


Shiraz, Trani copy of tl 
th aly, to, commander 
instructions a to 


Russian troops. Refers to No, 180. Hopes 
insian Governmint. will rojéet. bank 
manager's request for protection of, 


Crisis in ‘Tehran, Shah expected to neck 
ast in Russia Logation af any mowent, 
porta dispatch of sowars to gua 

Majesty. Segue 


Crisis in Tehran. Reports situation, Shah 
has fled to Russian Legation 
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Sitaation at Bush. ‘Tranomita telegram 
from Major. Cox_iving proposals of 
fhfuimany who wi to Tefen customs 
Tecepts going to Tehran at present. 
ies autorition given to Major Cox 


ExShah, ‘Transmits text of telegram 
‘ddressed by him toCzar -. | 


brigade. Refers, to No 174 
tations for continstion of employ: 
Beto Stun in Tehri <. 


Bastis at Russian Legation. Names of aor 
fresh arrivals, Saad-ed-Dowleh at 
Mukbber-ed-Dowleh aro at His Majesty's 
Legation ay Mer cece 


Departure of ulema for Penis, Refers to 
No, lis Majesty's consul-general at 
Tha not yet replied. — Suggests 

Colonel Ramsay to inform 

Russian troops were not sent | 

for purpose of intervention, No. 158 has 
not yetarrived =| 


Refers to No. 198. 
Liakhow. Reports 
3 al 


poration. Shab in refuge 


Situation at, Tehran 
Action of Colonel 


sian frontier. 
13th July. 


Bifect of commu 
Grand Vizier's 


lis Majesty's 
Tavolay (see No 107) respecte 
cognition, Inform Mister for 


‘ultan, ‘To act with Russian cole 
"making communication referred 


Majesty 
Took after his 
explain extent of guarantee 


Geotatiniy nnn hte Fn 
‘mice poswent any rors of po 

ure of Porta. Propo schoo for 
mings eel 


Shiraz Refers to No, 163. is Majesty's 
‘consul reports improvement. in_ situation 
i ouneement of | Ziles-Saltan's 

{tas Governor-General of Fars 


Possibility of Shah taking. refuge at one of 
the. lexations. Transmits telegram to| 
M, Sabline, communicated by ML. Esvolsky, 

tructious of 1907.. 





TABLE OF CONTENTS, 





No. me 


Date, 


Sunseor, 





206 | Sir G. Barclay 


Sir F, Cartwright. 


Consul-Ceneral Cox. 


| 
‘To SirG. Barclay...) 


‘To Count Bencken- 
doetl 


To Anglo - Persian 
il Company 


Sir G. Barclay 





591 Tel, 


148 Tel. 


149 Tel, 


880 Tel. 


504 Tel, 


595 Tel. 





(1665) 


363 ‘Tel. | 





‘July 17, 1909 





Possitility of appointment of Zil to. the 
Thre. Rowlan eollengue apoeohents 
uch a selection would make M.lsvolsky’s 
forition intolereblo, Appointment not 
Protatie! iceet Aicvocansrse es 


Nationalist request for audience of Shah to 
‘announce change of Sovereign, ‘Transmits 
{elgram from te two netomat lenders 

Shah declines to receive deputatio 

proposals as to succession 


Situation in. Tehran. Reports all quiet 
‘Aske whether warning could be given to 
“Daily Telegraph” as to exaggeration of 
their Correspondent’s report. + 


Dispatch of force for protection of Russian 
Hank, Iofers to Nos. 180 and 188, Has 
communicated Sir G. Barclay's. views to 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 


| Zilee-Saltan, Has suggested to Zil, in 


concert with Russia 
should return to Porsin vit Busbiro, Z's 
reasons for not falling in with this 
suggestion ety haem 


inbussador, that he 


Haw 
1 His 


Anglo Pera Oil Compuny apd helt of 
loiauinerah Reports reaching of 
16,0501 will bo ready at Mol 
ww days, Sheikh will have. 
ndorsed by tribal elders, 
igests that company should be advised 
to keop agrooment quiet at provont «+ 


Departure of ulema for Persia, Refers to 
‘No. 186, It will bo sulficlent, to inako 
‘conuatitication as proposed in No. 195 


Alleged start of ulema for Persia, Con 
tnlunication authorigod in No. 186 iy prac 
cally sao as that proponed in No. 1 
Tintecessary, therefore, to make further 
communication hi rem 


ommunieatio 
Kerbola, I 


Diffioulty arisen betwoon His Majesty's 
mgul at Ahwad and manaygor of conces- 
ions. syndicate, ‘Transmnita No._ 602, 
Part XVIII, Sir B. Grey concurs in Sit 

Barclay's recommendations 4. vs 


to uloma of Nojef and 
forms of me : 


mits telegram to His 
‘at giving substanco of 
tobe made to. Daoud 


‘thins the only way of averting threatened 
pullovers asin ‘4 


Kermanshah, Reports circumstances which 
gave tise to No. 217 ; 
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f jal New Shah. Reports arrangements for ro- Sir@, Barclay, aly 19, 1909 | Deposition of Shab, and accession of now 
| EOP SEE Ss S87 Ma. | Jay 38, 1909) Nov fometatScltmmtabad =~ ~~) 100 yf "Biah, Reports ‘notifestion of to th 
i les Saltan. Zilbas received news of do- 
sai sirv,coomigte «| wom | 18, | era, Zs own, poston i; : 
hus clangedy nde wishes now to return Refers to No, 253. ‘Transinite 
| to Persia and to Special appeal text of note annoancing a 
| to His Majesty's Gov to 
| 18, 
: and a 
222 | Consul-Goneral Gox..| 8 | June 27, baceaet oe 
(Confidential ines 
jets 
| Tehran ony together with copy of des- : 
| patch to His Majesty’s Minister No. 96 ‘Ex-Shah’s departure, Desirability of, Kx- 
Dearth duno ay ere ~| 101 Shah hopes for Russian support and 
hi Refers ages reach hi fromthe provinces 
28 Karkbah irrigation scheme, Refers to ising 9 Fe 
ae ee ty Seles AO Nov 756, Pare XVILL. ‘Transits copy of Pes 
Ion {otter from Lieutenant Wilson avd report Refers to No, 156, ‘Transmite 
Hy Licutenant Wilson on Karkha River, li from His Majesty's consul 
| With special reference to its suitability for | ) esi 
irrigation « ean ene | ae Mi 
Shof Russian troops, Refi Seen 
i fiers 425 [guy 8, Propoyed dispatoh of Russian troops. Refers 
Gass Mei 0. ele cilia ett e'Nos 10am 12, Describes representa Situation at Tabreoz, 5 for Foreigu 
| tions mad t0 Minister for Foreign Affairs Affairs as structed Russian chard 
| Sinang Tater’ i apps tbo otaleer a foktreed upam Pevaorny 
thado up.” Reasons for dispatch of troops Tent nocessiy of wading. goveraoc: 
‘Moged by Ministor for Foreign AMfairs | 187 fonral with troops at ones," Mintstor for 
| AU as eroign Mui eto for taking 
dispatch of Russian troops, Refers ‘ars trouble also at Ardebit 
a5)» calype 5 {Reports decision of Council of 
fateh troops. fastructions .| $64 ta, situation at Tabrows Refers to No. 238. 
Hias communicated s05- stor for Foruign Affairs. bas been 
ter for Forciga informed by ‘Turkish Ambassador that 
structions to M. Sublime Porto hve. soot instructions to 
Seats hoe 3 ‘Tuehish consul general, on subject. of 
oe Sattar and Baghit Khas, to effect that 
226 | aa & xy of nonsintervention in. Persia. Ro~ Inst should not bo accord 
tee donthtenta pai vir of Sir fo Foci AG longer 
Ha Consa-General Cox | 730 Tel, Ari traf and distirbancos at Busbive 
Po f Hers to No. 225 
whieh disclose secret nates ani identity of parti 
| Sven his way of looking atthe mater ria 0 hie been mado (0 
find the point of view of His Majesty's 2, Part XVI). Is investigating 
| } Government... 5 S6 se] 140 jebldonce roapeoting part played by 
| | autres Miva in ans aif, wt ey 
2 5, press. views on, situation in Per he 
En at as} 7) eae xs dtpatch of Russian troops. Gives To SirG. Barclay | 384 el, Now Shah of Porvia, To reco 
| artes of Puen “1a M. Sabling has recsived sicailar 
| ; Z = 
2 a 15, | Dispateh of Russian troops, | Has commnni= 
allay a ved substance of No. 143 to Minister for 387 Tel. Depacureish ex Ghabi istenkiia Nomis 
Vorugn Aas, who dis tat aditanal Confident Part Xi and No. 208," le Majouy' 
troopshave been ent. Minister for Pore Governments. propesals with regan to 
‘Nias read reassuring telerat from ME, facort.” Eoquites viows See) 
Aine, Objects of proposed dispatch of 
Reoopetatreorai ree) envi tice) THE 982 Tel. Anglo-Rursian co-operation in Pérsia, Count 
4, Taterf ‘Turkish Bevckonort is ‘vidently relioved th 
ago | Sir Lowther 4] 945 14, aterferonce of Turkish intervention has not. hoeew necessary at 
Persian afairs. ‘Transmits -commanica- fara ore ert een 
tions inate to Porte jointly vith Russia Fobra “Appolniment of Governor of 
tolleague, Conment on slight divergence 
| Gfespeessions in the two communications | 148 994 Tel, ZivewSalay, Count Henokenet has ben 
to ascertain M,_ Isvolsky's 
S80il) ay ave deal) O82 4, At of Twi ple, nie tars ‘ito 
Avgleussian intervention in Persia, 
‘a Vi. Transits copy of 935 Tel. Deposition of Sab and accession of Sul 
| fetter from Ahmed Riea respecting.) 144 med Stal “Nafta io Ne sts, Coa 
3 3 Benckendortf has boon informed that 
281 | Moser FO ie 1% Hormuz oxide, Refers to No.164. Would eee Ce een 
and Oo, Tot besitat, ax far as they are concerned, 


to mak 





Seer eyea ea at shouldleaye for Russia without delay, aud 


dat once bys Feeog- 





2 | aia Mott Khan | 10, Deg of Sah at petamatin of mew | ees 
aaa fe Gian. Reports and appointment of Regeat | 145 
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itan, Refers to No.211. To Keep 
Mitintunned of events in ebran | 149 
ser low, Refer to Now 85. Tam 
eee le to ask for extradition, and 
Fupcltfe to ask for surrender of sa 
four from Perian Government <<) 100 


Seistan consulate and proposed threat to 
Baluchis. rat telegram sont to 
Viceroy, dated 16th July, referring to 


Shiraz, ‘Tranemits telegram (No. 62) to 
‘Majesty's consul, reporting that 
ok conn appointnent of 2 
ut that they have taken measures for 
restoration of order s,s. =|_ 180: 
Bx-Shah's appeal toCzar, Refers to No, 286, | 
Gives substance of telegram sent by 
ex-Shah to Czar. ME Sabline's proposals | 
as to wording of reply cee caer arse 
‘Amir Baladar Jang’s followers. Reports 
taking of bast by in neighbourhood of 
Russian Legetion 9... se ee) 18L 


Appointment of ZilesSoltan as Governor- 
Nenoral of Fara, Refers to No. 244. In 
‘ow of unwillingness of Goxerament to 
onlin, it would be Better to postpone 
falaretarto Pera... es =| 181 
M. Sabine and Colonel Liakhol, Reports 
iitenltien bers, Colonel La | 
thier impression that Russian protection 
tras extened to Cossack Brigade 181 


ft Tabrews, Ha uo. news co 
no Russian information as to uneat 
ts of No. 385, ay 

ety acting coul-general Sore 

roborates: Bee will support Ragsian 

Colleagues tepreentatons : 


Kermansbah, Reports decd inpcovemne 
Gialtuation since dispatch of No. 219 «« 


Shiraz. "Tra telegram from Shiraz 
(No. 72) reporting agreement arrived at 
with Russian consul that rei 
Should be sent at once if Assef-ed-Dowleh 
not rewoved from his post. 


Alleged anti-Russian ayatation in Tabreez, 
Refers to No. 254, Gives: summary of | 
report from Mr, Smart: popular meeting 
at chief mosque came 


Departure of ex-Shal. Agrees with M. 
bline as to arrangements for escort. 
Possible delay in departure. 


Proposed dispatch of Russian troops, to 
‘Tebran. Ajproves action during crisis, 
also part played by Russian colleague. 


Kerman. Refers to 
No. 287, To warn Persian Government 
that His Majesty's Government will hold 
them responsable for damage to lives or 
property of British subjets) .. 
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July 20, 1909) 


‘Approves: lan 


Mehiammerah Sith regard to exchange of 
Same eo ee | 


Agreement with Sheikt of Mobanmerah. 
“Transits copy: of telegrams from agents 
in Mohamomerah, dated 17th July, giving: 
substance of, and reporting signature. 
‘Thanks His. Majesty's Governnient on 
behalf of company, 


-Appeintmonts to new Cabinet and other pots, 
fuforms of ewe 


Goveruor of Shiraz, Has informed Mr, Bill 
‘that Ala-ed-Dowioh hasbeen appointed, 
‘and instructed to restore order as soon as 


Rofery to. Nos. 210 and 252, 

Isthat te Zl shnld koop away 
rain a8 Tong. as, possible, but, if ho 
suggests he had botter go to Tebran 
to Ispahan se 


evogation of now Shah by two legions 


ight 
cin No.2, 
et eespoalble 


Wall hold Persian 
if danger becomes 


Tapaban-Kum ro 0 of Shab as 
rosa grein fn inc 
jojortemaseures for cnvtrog curity ob 
roa aaa 
i, achime, Ina Ofleo 
ofcers in hark dst 
Should be cautioned 10 soo Ut sk 
overlook Ghanelal “and “other 

eulties ‘of tha. sebetme, Approves 
No778, Par XVI nn 


Departure of ex-Shah, To ask Russian G 
pinion of proposal 
thea that Is Majesty's 

pent approve. the. scheme. Hs 
Goverment think question of 

rears, rown jewels, Ke, could 

tosettled afterwards ys ee ae 

Ziles-Sultan. ‘To inform Zilthat his appoint 

nent as Governor of Fars will not be cons 
wnt nd that his 


Situation at Kerman, Refers to No. 162, 
‘Transinits No, 287, Sir B, Grey will bo 
glad of early reply to No.162.. | 

Agreement with Sheikh of Mobammerab, 
Gives substance of No, 14, Suggests 
dvisnbility of complying with roest of 


Ex-Shab’s financial affairs, Refers to No, 270, 
Grown jewels constitute chief difficulty, 
Joint adviee to Persian Government 
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TB eee jae elegans irom His Majesty's vice-consl ‘cox any bave given lastructions for 16,5004 
i St Resht reepecting number of troops to bo alg in amt of ee No, 212) 
eee arenas ee Ot tee mene eee 
nent aotret as Tong as posible. 
n eel ceertet | 22, | Anti-Runsian agitation in Tabreez: disorders ; 
eae) | MM Ardebi “Refers to No. 287. ives 259 | To India Offco |e 28, | Geological survey. ‘Transits No. 208, 
Stosance “of two notes addresod by Soggests that public edition of «The 
MISubline (o Persian Goverment. Tas Gellogy of the Persian ult “and the 
Supported M. Sabline’s representations =| 188 bajoltag portions of Persin ad Araby” 
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a77| Me.ortdime | s65'To | 2%, | Dopartaro of Shab, Talay ofr ante ny with the information eatsed | 
or Foreign Altair. viows contained in| 
No. 270, "Russian Government agree, bu | 290 | Consul Stevens | 15 15, | Dispatch of Russian troops, Gives table of 
Fear tht expenses of bis support wil fll Thmbers of "Ruslan "force een {rom 
Gn them nese some arrangement. made BALES ie pee Mo 
| feel oe ae alba : 
| go1| toda nie | 28, | Assurances to. Shoikt of Mohammorah, 
216 | ToSirG, Varclay. | $95 Tol. | 22, 27, To uso his| Refers toN0, 183, ParcXVIOL ‘Transits 
oe ssh copy of enclosures in letter’ to Govern: 
| | anit of Ina dated at Sly roatve to, 
79)| India O60 | 21, | Protection of Bahreini in Persia. Refers to : 
| (No GL, Lord Moray concurs | 18% m2 | count Benckendortt.] 24, | Disorders at Kermansbah, ‘Trananits talo- 
| : fram reporting Cat Tarkish Ambassador 
aap | Anglo-Perian Oit| .. | 2%) | Tmporil commissioner. Reports vit from ST'St. Botersutgh es announoad,pro= 
Capa ‘Medigh-orSallanch, who showed copy of posal of Porte to send dotachmont vo 
iclegiain from Nezameddin’ author eranabal, aud giving. Ml. Isvolsy' 
Himt'to recetve fall salary. Engulres Hngires views of is Majety’s 
trhoter Jay istalnnt is Yo be pal or Goretumenvee ny we ae 
Whether i shoal to refused fx ¥iow of : 
| Forega Oe letter of 12th June bs 283 | Sir 0. Barelay capa, | 24, | Persian Snancos, Postion of Government 
Considers request for Toun probable, and 
aa] yw ss) we | 9% | Agrowment wih seit Refers to No, 279. suggests means In such ah event”. 
lrstand that its Sir E. Greys desire ales 
that the whole sui of 1600, should be so], 9 sf xo, | 24, ©] Antitussian agttation, Reporte dispatch 
Frantted in gold to sheikh, structions Of cirelar ordering, suppression of 
| fave been ven accordingly. Diliulty Poe ete ae ae 
Ct Neopiog efngerat ecto fr 100g >| 158 ’ 4 
up| Mr. OBeime | 08 24, | Disondoro nt Kerannbah, ‘Turkaly Aaa 
a2 | Sir F, Borio + a0 a2, | Nagrl-Mutk. ‘Transmits copy of letter ulor hay enquired how Russian Gove 
Confit from, enclosing translation ‘of telayrams hient_ would view dipateh of "Turks 
fuchsin ae troop Hula reply swe 
Parga, rlaive 10 hs’ sppouteat as 
| | Prime Minister and. Miniter for orega 206| ve] 077 | 26, | Romtinn troop in Perla, Porian Alastor 
FUT a pea tk 9 tas enquired whether Rusalay Gove: 
= fone are prepared to withdraw. Minister 
289 | Sir G, Barelay cas Tet | 29, | Russian troops for Persia, Refers toNo. 275 for Foreign Aare reply, Conversation 
Moro ate) ae ey eerie l Ke) wilh Aliniter for Foreign Alcs as 10 
is Sega ara tneabs of withdrawal ss se se 
wow eaite, | 28, Shas departure, Refers 10 No, 280. seo 
Statos answer of the Czar to ex-Sbalis | To Sit @, Barclay .. 4, in Southern 
Glogeam "Persian Government are for-| inks propos 
| musing proposils respecting crow an excl Govenuent 
Rweaer se st aes ACO Taust be consulted,” Opinion of Bir A, 
ir, Cerbwrigh ol Sillan, Refers to No. 271, Has ted Ti Tan oan 
gs | sie F. Cartwright «| 151 Tel | 23, s-Siltan, Refers to No. 271. Has th 4 
jl | Mr persuade Zil wot to retura to Poria SirG,Parchy Persian finances, Hears that oan has been 
oe wise led to 601 alaed from nitive aorhants;, but Che 
| ebran or Ispahan er 161 will be insufficient, and Government will 
| ‘ p Taye to setk foreign ald Question” of 
ys} oy of ase, | 98, | zie Refers to, Nov 288. Zit is levying compulsory contributions 4 
dnt Tesoleel to stay uo longer in Burope | 
Would bo unfortunate if Ruska closed sw nef o2e-teh, | 28, | Situation at Tabroce, ‘Transmitstelogeam 
| “Wonteraoste hin © ye | nen from aollng consul-general reporting on, 
| : Question of Sattar’ and Hagler coming 
var | ToSirG, Yarcly | s97'Toh | 93, | Salary of il commtisiouer, Refers wo fo Tetan pea gee ee 
| JONG olf, Pre Rif and So, 18 Oi f z 
| Gompany have bees ‘shown telegram by | mol ny ss] 6207 ExShalis jewels and pension Reports 
| Sngicee-Sultaneh from. Nessmeddin| ‘dopttation requesting His Majesty to give 
ting tht former wil cain July aatale Sp jewels. ExShal's debs and ponston 
meal Toenjuire whether Peran Govera- 
teat wish talary atl to. be. paid. ars that Sowleted- 
Zudiglves‘Sutanch “el appoutment of dog on “Tohran, Flas 
prec b ae ona rts 



























instructed Major Cox to dispatah sepoys. 
atone ee arene 
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‘Confidential 





314 | To At \glo-Porsian Oil 
‘Company 


July 15, 1909 





Ulemas of Mesopotamia. ‘Transmits despatch 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay, submit 
3 of letters written by him 


Moujtebeds of Nejef and Kerbela. ‘Transmits 
paraphrase of telegram dispatched to Tis 
ajesty’s cousul-guneral at Bagdad 

accordance with No. 186+. 


Shah_at Russian Legation, M. Tsvolsky: 
Telieved at news of Shah having. taken 
refuge, which he takes to mean abtication. 
iture attitude of Russian Government. 


Kerman, ‘Transmits telegram to Viceroy, 
dated 22nd July, relative to position of 
Wrtish community at .. see 


Keman aud Shir, Tenants llega 
rom Viceroy, dated 24th duly, reporting 
fowl of wataing to Baluchia’ Skauaon 
ae Korttan improved, also a 

Shirae, ‘Transmit telegram, dated 25th July, 
from ls Majesty 

patch of naval 
nase vee 


Accossion of new Shah. Requests advice as 
tation of new 


enquiry” 


aces at Shira Reports departure 
nforcemeat for Shiraz se ns 


iraz. Refers to Nos. 801 
‘and 309, TToexplain to Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs that reinforcements have been sent 
fon recommendation cf His Majesty's 
consilegeneral at Bushire ss 


Dispateh of Turkish troops to Kermanshah, 
Hiuiry has been made by’ 
aloe similar to that rejorted in No, 295. 
Reply of His Majesty's Government 


went of Nase-ul-Sulk, Refers to 

2. Ty Nasr-ul-Mulk that 

is Majesty’s Goveroment are glad to 
lear that he has accepted the appoint 
ments, and trast that be will hasten bi 
lopartare for Persia sa cy 


Disturbances at Kermanshab. Turkish 
‘Anbassador states that Rifaat has sug 
gested dispatch of detachment of Turkish 
troops, ‘Turkish Ambassador has been 
informed that order now restored, and 
proposed action unnecessary, and has tele 
Kraphed. in. this sense to” his 
ment os 


Agreement between Mr. I’Arey and Bakhtiari 





Kans, Refers to No. 169. His Majesty" 
Minister will be iustructed to have trans~ 
lation which will be forwarded 
duecourse ss ee we 


Date. 


Sonsecr. 











Sir G, Barclay 


‘To Sir G. Barclay .. 


Sir G, Barclay 


(1665) 


633 ‘fel. 


402 Tel, 


408 ‘Tt, 


634 Tol. 





Very Cont. 





Joly 26, 1909 


27, 





ment with Sheikh of Moliammerah, 
B, Groy’s wishes have been correctly. 
interpreted. Informs of No, 288+ 


5 yotection. Considers. ex- 
ah and his family alone ag being under 
int protection. Restare ordinary Russian 
ia," Porsan Government wish a brig 

‘somo persons to justice. Refers to No.1, 
pon eae eto Reese 

Bneroachments on Persian territory. Tur- 

Krish Ambassador has shown telogram 
ruporting encroachments by Russians, 
IM. Sazonow speaks as if he knows nothing 
Shoat aks eee an mrs 


Peso tlopraphns | Refers to No, 090, 
Part XVILL. Proposes that charge conse« 


quent on transfer of abo sum of, 2,000 
Tupoos per annum be shared equally by, 
Tapert phew! 


‘and Indian exchoquers eA 


‘Tehran elections. Reports dates fixed 6th, 
Tehyand 8th August 6) ee 


Mo join 
ongratula= 


Sitontion at Tehran, ‘To try to obtain gottlo~ 
‘ment of question of bastis on lines of 
REC RC eyo ee 


Divordors at Kermanshh, ‘Tors propotal 
to send troops. Refers. to No. 202%, 
‘Towiik has mado. similar communication, 
Reply of His Majesty's Government 4. 


Road concessions. Points out, that conoes 
sions expire in 1912, but that unsottled 
‘ato of country has rendered execution of 
‘work impossible, Requests that legation 
‘will inform Persian, Government in this 


Kerman, Rofers to Nos 102 and 272, Lord 
Morley enquires whether Sir B. Groy 
‘would think it desirable to warn Govern 
ment of India to be ready to dispatch 
troops to the Gulf at short notice =. 


Russian troops in Tabroom ‘Transinits telo- 
gram, from lly Majesty's acting, cons 
Feperting that Rneane contemplate ye 
ait ot laying on, sing winter 
Neoomnity of sending force with now 
ovemor as only" moans of” indosng 
Russians to leave. wey 


Zil-esSaltan, Constantinople. anjuman has 
telgraphd to Samsnm that Zs attempt 
to obtain Regency must be frustrated 


mpany. Refers to 

{elograt {rom eonsul- 
genoral at Bushire roportings dosire of 
Company to start operations, and asking: 
permission to. instruct Wildon to start, 


Asks instructions. “ll 
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uly 29, 1909 





‘Anglo-Rassian co-opertion in Persia, M- 
‘Eine inforos him that" Noros 
renga” Serapodent Ms en, ae 
Teporting that His Majeaty’s logation are 
Tllcmising Rossanftioesee, Comments 
fn tis anon Rosso-Persian relations «| 


Zil-es-Saltan, Zil bas decided to return to| 
Persia, Russian Government have given. 

im free leave to go through Russian, 
teritory see 


nglo-tussan co-operation inPeria. Sboold 
‘Angoon Kossian Government desratality of 
menting, palications such as Dat Fo- 
HieutomNoste ss) st 


afakhoral- Mul Reports acest ease 
Milen oe Hetore to" No, 95, Part XVIL 
Te aw. san roectin witch ay 
feos ifetion. "Hace of 
ee Ge eames 


Colovel Liakhofl, Hears of recall of 


“Novoo Vromya” ‘Tehran, corres 

Refers to No, 880, Acting M 

Forel Affaire will soe if hint can, be 
conveyed to “Novo Vremya.” Gives 
Aubstance of article complained of. 


any to Parsan Govoament._Reforsp 
oe visable to consult bank 
wan to Guarantee of tow Borman 
Government would. bo qotte ati. 
eo othng wien coal 
aan Nae ae ee 


Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department. Ree 
pets posed gate: of ropa partion 
Fropolee io apply Tor escorts ss ss 


‘Tebran-Shahrud line. Minister of | Telo- 
ierophs has requested that. erection of 
ecoud line should be. undertaken in 
fsututnn. Considers definite reply had 
hetierbeavoldel 6. vs 


Be-Shah's departure, Reports litle futher 
Twogress towards. Receut, tals, have 
Taacge ty Majesty, Question of jewels 
find Mls Majesty's evi lit. Hopes there 

tone farier delay ae 


eee ite a 
cana tals on en 


Hormuz oxide. Difficulties to which 
Messrs, EUingor refer are a thing of the 
past, Messrs. Ellinger seem to fail to 
Fealise debt of gratitude which Moin owes 
for action of His Majesty’s consal at 
under Abbas. Is making representation 
to Moin with regard to his language 
Teported in Messrs. Elinger’s letter of 
inhMay 5 a 


Situation at Bushire. Transmits copy of 
telegram from Darya Beggi to his ‘Tehran 





gent respecting, communicated by His 
Esse conwaligenerl. Comments oo 





+ [Confidential 





Darya Hege’s position See 











July 9, 1909 


Sheikh of Mohammerah and Bakhtiari forces 
Refers to No. 700. Report 

lied Bakhtiari with money 

3 Oox states, that: money 

‘on Jeaso of Ram Hormuz 


‘Advance on Tehran. Anticipations in No. 54 
Thave been quickly falsified, Gives résumé 
of events. ‘Transmits report from Mr, 
Grahano of what passed at interviow with 
Sandor Assad, and copy of joint communl- 
cation to Sipstidar, with demands. of 
Dationalists, memorandam on joint. repre 
seutations of Brd July, and instructions to 
‘Major Stokes and Mfr, Churchill | 

Zil-os-Sultan's property at: Ispaban, Refers 
to No. 480, Part XVIII. Has obtained 
from Minister for Foreign AMfaira. 10 
peated orders to Bakhtiari to desist from 
Avpredations, Can tako no further action. 
Guarantees could not cover indiscriminate 
plundering by tribes Pome 

Events in Persia, ‘Transmits monthly sum~ 
iat Ot nla? alte Sta St 

Movements of Bakbtiart khans and thelr 
‘attitude towards constitution. Transiita 
Memorandum by Mojor Stokes on. 


Mojtobeds of Nojef and Kerbola. Refora 
to No, 902, ransmits despatch from 
His Majesty's consul-gonoral at Bagdad 
enclosing translation of reply. from to 
constlegeneras letter roquesting. them to 
‘endeavour to restore peace in Porvia 

‘Withdrawal of Russian troops from Kazvin. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs reply towre= 
quest of Feri Mite for wit 

sons for retention of troops M. Is= 
volsky thinks Persian Government would 
resent strengthening of logation guard in 
eS bay gaia al | 

Situation at Tabrecz, Minister for Foroijn 
Airs an insteuctod Kosglan chara 
atfaires to impress on Persian Governe 
‘ment necessity of at once sending governor 
general. Danger at Ardebils Another: 
Punitive expedition is contemplated ayant 
the Shabisevans, as provious one (seo Nos. 
196% and 203, Part, XIV) had not had 
satisfactory resulta, Interview with 
‘Turkish Ainbasedor.. eee 
from com 

ies, dated 2nd 

August, reporting arrival. of naval do- 
chmout at Shiraz on 2nd August 


Refers to No, 276, 
R king representa 
tions. Is supporting Russian colleague in 
urging meashres for restoring order 


orig oxide. Refers to No, 12,_ Stick 

woul anon to obtal Nols eo 
cession.” Discusses question of supp 
See ee, 
Exhal, Refers to No. 997, Tay very 

ial "hopo of induce Shah to give tp 
jevrls atl accopt evil Tint without stony 
presses 
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ir G, Bareloy, 


‘No Tndia Ofte 





‘To Persian Transport 
Company: 


Sir G. Bareloy (652 Tel. 








‘Ang. 3, 1909 











Russian troops for Tabreez. Refers, to: No. 

‘S17. ‘Transits telegram from Tabrees 
Teporting that no news heard of troops on 
Araxes pe Sat 


Shiraz, Reports arrival of reinforcements 


Tnsecurity of roads in Middle and Southern 
Persia. ‘Transits copy of letter received 
from firms connected with the chamber 
who are interested in trade with Pers 
represe hae ws See 


‘Ardebil, Refers to No. 950, Rossian chargé 

‘Affaires has been promised » note from 
Persian Goverment announcing departure 
of strong governor for, with strong escort 


Execution of former Russian basti. Refers 
to No. 981. Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs bas apologised to M, Sabline + 


Anglo-Porsian Oil Company and Bakhtiari 

iians,Transmits despatch from consul 
‘at Ahwax concerning letter addressed 
By manager to. Khas concersing their 


's tutor Impression at St. Peters- 
Durgh of reported intention to remove 
M. Simimow is very bad, Dr. Lindley ba 
fas yet received no proposal =. % 


Proposed dispatch of Rassian troops to 
‘Ardebil. Refers to No. $60. Russian 
‘decided on on prinefpley 

ean immediate one. 


Governorship of ‘Tabreoz, In view of 

No. 354 it may still be worth considering, 
whotliee appointinent of Ala-ed-Dowleb 
ould be arranged. cA 


Road concessions, Transmits Nos. 323 and 
‘364, ‘To address communication in sense 
desired ewe a 


Kerman. Refers to No. 824, Sir B. Grey, 
‘concurs in Lord Morley's suggestion, 
though there is reason to hope that 
Aispath of troops will uot be necessary «.| 


Road concessions. Refers to No. 823, I 
TormnOlNO862/ a0 


Hormug oxide, Hears that Moin's conces- 
jon is to be cancelled, and that » Persian 
ubject is ready to" give Government 
80,000 tomans por anuum for the con 
cession, ReferstoNo. $51 .. ++ 


dian goard for oil company, Major Cox 
pores that company’s agent hat agreed 
{oral of lajor ox at ub 
‘sited peopostl to Tadian Government fr 
feteation of portion of guard. a escort 
for Lieutenant Wilson (60 No. 827) 


Hx-Shab's fluancial arrangements. Gives 
Tonulls of negotiations referred to in 





Russian colleague suggests 
‘should starton 17th August =. 
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(1065) 


Aug. 5, 1909 


Russian officers of Cossack brigade and Zil- 
Records conversation wi 
‘Minister 


and Heussian tYoops in Persia, Satisfacto 
at working of Anglo-Russian entnte 


Escorts for Indo-Buropeen Telegraph Depart 
Tents repaiing partis. Transtnits, No, 
895, Sirf, Grey is disposed to approve 
Sir G. Barclay’s suggested communication 
toPersian Goverment sv 


Persian telegraphs, Refers. to No. 427, 
Part XVIII. Transmits copies of No. 580, 
Part XVI and No. 818. 


Comp financial 
assistance can bo afforded towards pro- 
jected survey ae oe 
Special ReferstoNo. 881, Natione 

‘alists have now dispensed with... 


Depriar of wx-Shab, alee to No, 97, 
lias spoken to M, Sazonow in aonse of Sir 
G, Uarelay’s telegram, His Excollenoy. 


ys immelistoopactaro in srl 
iba in th eae Me 
{Orally arangenent about 8 


Oxide concessions. ‘To support Moin if it i 
‘of auly use obtaining concession for 
If of io uso, to try to secure it for Str 
For details, to 
agent | se 


Departure of wx-Shabi for Rural 

No. 367, To communicate arrangement 
to itussian Government, and to, ask thot 
to invits ex-Shah to start for Russia on. 
the 17th August. ‘ 


Uoanat Mi No, Ho eta wn tin 
Government ill bo realy” to 1oply 0 
um aNogigi sian iva ase 
Russian policy rogardiog. Persia. Roports 
oaverstion with M, Tavolsky and Count 
Fronckondort at Cowes on 84 Aug t= 
eeaige Ree ane | 


Chief of Tehran police, Refers to No. 
Tndividual referred to was leading: spirit 
Tatorferenco by 

ajgeravate diicalties 

iment, Excellent oner 

Tuas boen snaintained in Tebran .. 


“lesSaliau, Reports daparture of fom 
Rosh for Tobia ae 


Mr, Now, Has decidesl not to approach 
‘Minletor of Telegraph om mattorin No. 870 


Ransion troopein Averbeijn, Ili Majesty's 
onsal a Tabnone reports withdrawal ofa 
partion 









































5 riecl oF are ARLE OF CONTENTS wax 
Soszecr, Page No. No. ‘Sussrcr, Page 
No 
Persian frontier, ‘Transmits tele 3o7 ” Kherkha irrigation scheme. Refers to 
2 | Sir G. Barclay. Tee erates reporting withiram No 171, ‘Iransinits Nos 228, 827, and 
MTurkish troops (rom vilages in Urania 306, ‘Transmits also draft telegram to 
district ae peas | al? Sir @, Barclay directing latter to: enquire 
oe 85 tpl cst tava and ing 
joremnor of Shiraz. Refers, to. No. 854. ‘which they would be needed’ by Mrs Witt 
a « Reports appolatmeat of Ain-ed-Dowleh son for the proposed investigation. En. 
Pate of seaforeement fr His Majesty's | at elit ord Moy wou 
multe can now bo withdra f ‘notion Mr, Wilson's survey, and whether 
ouulate ean now bo withdraven Government. of India wil boat halt 
884 | Mr, O'Beirne: Departure of ex-Shab. AGE: expense of guard. oe we} 982 
Majesty’ future plac of 338 * Geog and topograpical sary. Refors 
xt meeting of Council of to No. 289, ‘The company ane already 
Ministers ce ae usinted with publietion reforred to, 
‘which is insuficient. for tel purposes 
Condition of trade routes. ‘Transmit Enquiros whether Goveroment of nda 
385 jplcal naar Tr wot be ready sare in expont of 
Shi te, drawn up by H : pers ‘survey proposed by the company: 283 
Soygests possibility o! ; 
Mie ane made Vapban'G a 39 * Hormoy oxide. ‘Transmits copy of tetogram 
fom Brown "Thala pale 
nglo-Persian Oil Company’s agreement couumunicato at ‘once what Sit. 
ets Ane helt oF ‘shane Ry ports se : 235 
"Transits copy of, dated 16t 
pie 1909 pi aes oe] mu) Guaranteos to Zil-es-Sultan, Zil understands 
i that, assurances as to ‘property. daring 
Views of Mujteheds of ayaa on. presenco tbeoneo aro. simllod: by Mis retars 
807, f British and. Russian troops in. Persia, trusts former assurances hold good, 
‘Tratamite memorandum by Hix Majesty's 30, hopes His Majesty's Minister 
consul-general at Bagad giving Intracted 0 holp 234 
‘ security of trade routes in, Mido and a1 606 Tol, Governorahip of Fars. Rofers to Nov 988, 
Caen igealieeo Porta Wafer to: Nec /385; oars that Persian Government intent to 
‘Tranwultslottor from Mess. ES, Davids, rovoko. appointinent of -Ainel-Dowlelm 
Sons, and Co. and others expecting Tnurging them not todos ee | ga 
; mrad see tues pe 402 | Mr 0'irae a0 76. Soeararetet aes ateiiestannettce 
ng mm chief manager of bask’ in tne 
Tehran dated 21st Sulyy desecbing | 
. Roasian basis in Western Beran, Reports 
an Mibat relative. of Maku Khas ha, taken 
fst at Bayaald, Opinion of Me Sabling , mot get his instruee 
ops tole taken. Susuests general | tions until next Council of Mt | 286 
nestys Comments on situation a : 
id ¢ 403) 7 1069 Tel, General amnesty. To ascertain views of 
han Zil-osSultan, Progress arented by Persian Russian Government ay to augeation fn 
: No.0, To nf Acting Mater for 
oceign Affairs that Is Majesty's Governs 
ry Refers to Nos. 378 neat will instruct Sie G, Harclay to pons 
3 Stipulations regerdogdopar- Versian Goverment adoption of this 
tue are essential part of recent agrecmnont suggestion, f Rusian Government concue | 286 
tetween Perslan Government "and. two ai 
poe cae eel a Buojackets landed at: Bushire, ‘Trananite 
; No, $38, Hopes that, Lords Commis: 
mn Loan of Mr: Now. Refers to No. 876. In | sober may comply with wi of SG 
: iow of No. 880, no further” action is Barclay and His Majesty's congul-general 
Teng tien ss ee ee that ofleers concerted should bo thanked 
eh cae for their aervigs eee | ayy 
304 | To sie G. Barola Kherkha irtgation, Refers to. No. 827. ; 
EOE ae oe a ‘Suggestion is being made to India Ofice as 666 Tel, Zil-ew-Sultan, Reports Zil taken back to 
tosinetion Wilsons surveys. we Resht by Nationalists, Z's son bas 
ZitceSaltan, sion reported ia ity fogatio ase 6 Serve Rie 
ef ZikeeSiltan, Approves actio i eatys lari (ance G een 
23 Noses see bates ospatch No. 69 of 27th Marcly 1907) | 985 
Anglo-Rursian co-operation. Records inter A 667 Te. 


896 | To Mr, O'Beimme 
























































Miow with M. Tsvolsky, who expressed 
Pleasure at: the agreement between the 
polices of the two Governments. 















































































Bastis at Russian legation, Refers to 
No, 816, Some of basis would naturally 
leave with ex-Shah, and would jpuo ficto 





share joint protection, resumes thoro is 
obj etion to granting protection during 
journey only. 
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‘To Sir G, Barclay 





Mir Mohdi Khan 





411) India Offer 
















‘Vo Sir G, Barclay 




















General amnesty. Refers to No. 408, M. 
Sazonow promises that suggestion will be 


considered. 236 





Zil-es-Saltan, His Majesty's Government 


I teply that thoy conser Zits return 
leases them from all guaraatece,, but 
thoy wil do all choy ean to faclitate his 














departure, Euquires views 236 
Loan of Mr, New, ‘Transits copies of 
Nos. $80 and 395. Sir E, Grey proposes 
Mr. O'Beime to abstain from 

Rossin Government again| 

the subject n 236 





Russian troops in Persia, Transmits two 
telegrams from Persian Government pro- 
twsting against we 








ent of India, dated Ist July, relative to.. 288 


of Fars. Anticipations 
liso. Noticeable tendency to 
norships to men new to pro= 

‘administration + 388 











frosiding at Kiel, Russian 
ament cannot o His M 
Jesty's departro ual Porian_ Govern: 
{hen guneantoo his debt to Russian Bask | 289 











English tutor for Shab. Refers to. No 
M. Savonow hopos. Ml, Smirnoff 
jn, but has io objection to Dr. 
giving English lessons ce mia eat 











General 1 No. 407. Rus- 











‘san Governujent have sent instructions aa 
proposed to Russians chargé daffaires, and 
hops His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran will 





be similarly iustruct., Snes 


Approves last paragraph of 





| Tutor for Shab. Refers to No. 414, To do 

what is possible to provent removal of 
M. Suirtoff, aud to ses that solation of 
tho matter is,satisfactory to Russian col- 
leg ate) bias (oP Cece mel 









"sas to accuracy of 
went tat ob th December, 1908, 
vet Was signed with Mesers. Ellinger 
Tor purchase of oxide... ss) 240. 





Escorts for Indo-European Telegraph Depart- 
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j Consnck Brigade (eco Na 81}; | 818 jon of Rushian Goverament s+ 
| 226 | Consol-Genoral Cox 4, | Privileges accorded to Anglo-Persian_ Oil : Ziles-Sultan. Refers to No, 985. Actin 
nmercial Company” in connection with dispatch ‘of ‘Minister foe Foreign Affira will alograph 
(conidia tclegrauts "to their” representatives in to chargé dataires at Tehran in seta at 
Arbists. anit Spy of dexath Neale Pacer oe area 
from Ilis Majesty's acting const! at 
Roh aasseral oe lng Coat eae railing To Sir G. Barclay .. Departure of ex-Shah, Question of undor- 
oentinng ee we oe {aking being given by Persian Government 
| 5 0 payment of ex-hals pension 
Mr. O'Beirne ‘ Withirawal of Russian troops. Mz Poklewski 
(Goutdential tse tated what beballerestolbe views of 
Mz Tavilaky 25 to. Gives substance of 
this statewent aod at 
[1665] 
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No, Namo, No. Data Sonszer. Page Name 
Bei 2 co to Persian Government. Refers to ‘To SirG. Barclay... Hormusoxide, Refers to No, 590. Elingor 
541 | Tor. O'eime | 1272 Tot. | Ang. 31, 1900 io Ron Goremant_ Ree to cea Rete Na He Baas 
‘fal f Rasa Minster of Fer Mi Waeser tet yses mars 
bilvance money. “Comments on effect 
fStccuteyof oedaon Batis trade, Should Shat's tutor. Has pointed out to Persian 
Srge Mister of Finance and Minister for “Miniotor probable results of removal of 
Foreign Affairs to agree to an advance...) 26 MSaimwss ae se 
f Ys tntor. Shonld communicato substance Note communicated Shab’n tator. His Majesty's Goverment 
PEN Tr tpl is | RTRTL 2 eis oie et Mecag Goversoet ae to Mirza Mehdi strongly urge advisablity of cancalling 
Sy tit Penta Minera London wil] Kan ismiesal of M. Suimot we 
ened wcoorngly er ; 
eiatoreen By, ‘To, iran Met Withdral of Ramin trope Sit Ory 
in Ooo < ‘Taoona murders. Refers to No. 497. ‘Trans: cannot neo his way to again approach ig 
ote | Re pate OBee my initsNo. 609. In view of No. 949, Part XV, Ruwlan” Goverament.” Dopartaro of 
iSscmmumecnryat rant fo aioe | refugece with ex-Shat Pes 
further communication to Si G, Bat : 
oe a 2: India Offce husks igi, Mast toga to 
r. 1, | Mormus oxide, Contract with Messra, An- ceroy, dated 27th August, infor o 
PAA, enone: BRS > e Grow Weir and Co. bas been known for Nou 887 00866 eee ee ne 
tome tie to. Means, Stick. Obligation 
{ormaltainsecrocy is sour of ificlty Kerpan, Tanai ony of tdbgram to 
toSirG.Batcay we ee ve] BHT Viceroy, dated 29th August, informing 
; treopa will not be requirad 
Sir, Barcuy | 706°Tel, [Sept 1, | Navigatonot Lake Urumia, ‘Transmit telo- : 
SAS Bic parse etek aE oactlla M festa lertingt comets ‘Messrs. Blioger Homos orda, Ref to No. 544 Wite 
moral at Tabree refering to No, 508, rawal of roquest for seorecy regarding 
iting that Troam’ Koll bes gid that if contract with Weir se ye 
Stovens refused tho oer be would ell in d 
Germany. M, Sablio. soggeete Inna Anglo - Persian ‘Company’ agreement with Sheikh of Mohn 
should form company under fussan namo, pany rah. Refers to. No. 499, ‘Thanks 
tog Renin ata prtneip, aod] ajor Cox for his ansatance +. 
ving management to Stovens., 7s.) S87 : 
bss dare Sir G, Barclay 712 Tol Question of ammosty, Refers to Nos. 990 
8) yy | TOM ToL h ‘snd 480, "Reports moro satisfactory 
» toto from the Persian Government, pro. 
aiming an atnosty for palitialoffendary 
a, With the exception that certain 
soon in bast in Roselan Logation and 
ne Turkish Emtasky are oxled! “es, 
ip ussan troops atKaavin. Refers to No.l. 
url ..) 708 ra. iy oxi Tarn ta. N0 690, Oe Reports no need for. we as 
pension of negotiations respecting 
io. Moin and commltien have Proposed jointadvance, No, 649 has reached 
probably come to terms ae sed $28 ln sino diaptel of No, 681. Comments 
on prosat potion of question, eter to 
8)» as] 7107ToL. 1, | Ante Jo of Persian Government. Nasu ce aor ea 
legrapbed at Tength 0 
Goverment complaning of. To be Russo-Porsian relations, Rofers to No, 648, 
oped Russian Government wil ot adopt ‘Comments on attitude of Russa in view 
infsondly attitude we ae ee] 928 of anti-Runsian attitude of new Persian 
; Goverment a manifested by dismisal of 
we], 5 | muta. 1, | Proposed Anglo-Russan loan to Persian Go- M. Smow, dc. Quetion of loan. Does 
ernment,” Refors to No. 6t1, Attitude not think Rusia wil abandon hor attitudo 
Df commfiteo towards Qasncal assistance ofmodertion een ys 
from Mussa and Bogland 4. | 820 “ 
‘To Mr. O'eirae | 1280 Tel, Rossian troops in North Parsi, Has received 
260 | Mr Oeire | 437 Tat 1, | Shas tutor, Refers to No. 542, Has con- ‘ppeal fom Persian ACastr aa 
miuticated No, 689 to Acting Minister for ton of, and com 
Foreign Affairs, Attitude of Russian Go- eraor' 
ernment to dismissal of M. Smimow  -.| 329 
st] on ys] 488 Tek. ih eat to" sccuro that troops, reogal 
u authority of governors. see 
i 
M. Kokortsotl, Will ‘explain considera Russian troops in Tabreee, Refers to 
in No. 641 to Acting Minister for No. 565. las meitionod ootplaat, of 
| Foreign Affi bat Acting Minster for Persian Minister in Yondon. Uy Act 
Foreign Affaires averse toa loan. | $29 Minister for Foreign Affum Roply 
202 9 ta. ExShat's property. Ral 538 bale eee A 
an ae a. 1, | BxShab's property. Roters to No. 
Russian charge’ dalfaive. is. buing ne 
| structed to press His Alajesty to eoxept 
rent arrangement, as noiking more 
fevourable wil be offered." Conreration 
with M. Suanow concerning. sr sl $90 
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i No Name. No. Date. Svazxer. Page Name. No. Date. Sunsecr. 
1 | sa si ‘a 
c .| 435 Tet. | Sepe ‘Advance to Persian Government. M.Sazonow 590 | Sir G. Barclay 719 Tel, | Sept. 7, 1909 | Loan from Imperial Bank. _Roports proposal 
5 iw iets % 1900 | AGousrks on apparent distoation of Per- ‘of Persian Governiient for an alvane of 
San Government from efforts of committee 100,000 tomans, secured on the Crown 
i | to obiain money. ‘He bas asked for details jewels, Mr. Wood in favour of this .,| 844 
tstocconomic situation. | $85 
| 881 | Sir G. Lowther 315 Tel. rh ieerae et ee interests at Linge and 
08 | Anglo Persian Oil]. fo-Persian 031 Company and Bakhtiari] ee Refers "to No, 2y 
ee | *Wtas Repos to No. 499, Sines | Part XVI, Rifeat has asked whether 
agreement, arranged with Khans by Me. | His Majesty’ consuls may now take over | 345, 
\ Hise pater Co No. 60; Pare RVI, ' 
ADUNG1GD..we ee] 885 562 | Mr. O'Beirne 498 Tol. 1 Transfer of Russian vico-consulate. from 
F Tlosainabad to Birjand. Russian Govern= 
; 69 | sirG. Barclay | 714 Tol Pervin atc, Disencon bean Cabinet ment are contemplating sas] 845 
‘nd committee reported in No. °8 is oal 4 
t fi dhsroomeat between the Ite and the 589 | To SirG. Barclay ..| 450 Tel. 7 ‘Advaneo to Persian Govemment, Concure 
Spahr se se ee] 886 WNOBO vce eed 8B 
eee 4, | Bushire customs, Refers to No. 84, Part Bt] | 4857 Te 7, | Turkish interests at Bunder Abbes, Has 
XVIL,_ Owing to falliog off fn receipt, received request’ from ‘Turkish Govern~ 
| reports propesal of manager of Imperial ment that Ills Majesty's consuls at Bundor 
Bank chats the -Motamierah coxtoms Abbas and Lings should tako charge of 
| ‘should be pledged for tho servico of th | ‘Thinks compliance advisable, and enquires 
interest due to thebank =e. «| 886 * | iit would bepossitlese ne sal 946 
611 | "0 Mr, OBeire | 1292 Tel. 4, | Proposed joint advance. Concurs in No. 563. | 585 | To Treasury 8 | Servico of Anglo-tndian loan to Persia, 
| The ceney conaiion, would ba per: | ‘Tranamits No.570._ Sir B, Grey in disponed 
vision of loan by England and Russia | 887 to ath Sir Brea to comply th 
Request Of MADAKCE ee ee] OG 
472 | To Persian Transport), 4, | Messrs, Lynch's property at Sheliich, In- f 3 
; Gerona forms of Nox 618 (900 also No. 701) +.) 887 886 | To India Ofico Confidential) 8, Service of AnglosIndlan. loan to. Pores 
| ‘ranewnits No. 570._ Sie, Gray i deposed 
| 73 | Sir 0. Barclay.) 710 Tol, 5, to authoriso Sir G, Barlay to comply with 
ul request of manager vs ve] 840 
| Indar has requested M. Babline not to . 2 | 
make any advance to the committe. 387 | Imperial “Bank of 8, | Statement of dobis taken over by. Porsian 
M. Satline would be prepared to rocon- Porsia Government, ‘Transnita confidential letter 
i tnend. Anglo-Russian Advance to. Persian | from chief inanager, Tehran, dated 14th 
Government” on conditions mentioned in | August, volosing se vena] SHO 
RES CRER Sa cack Ceara Mess e 
| 888, Sir. Barclay.) 720 "Te 9 Indian oll guard. Refers to 
Alla | eal UR 6, | Governor-General of Azerbaijan. Refers to ports Major Trevor's stygestion for 
| Nos. 64 and 566, Reporta account given ral of oll guard from Aha. g 
ty Ills Majesty’ acting consul-genoral at | to form Mohainmcralt consular escort, 
atc of the aw governor Ron Four men to accompany Mr, Wilson in 
deaying that his atttide is anti-Russian | 388 Khorka dist seas | MB 
55] ys] TB TL 6 | tam Kul se. Refers to No, 645. wo)» 5 | ma Te, 9, ‘Turkish Intereste ot Bunder Abbas a 
‘M,Sabline hts asked Russian Government Tinga, "His Majesty's acting co 
fo authoriso him to make representations rentral at Buoshiro.Toports that. thos 
in favour of admission of Hussians into] + {hight be entrusted to His Majesty's coue 
| partnership sss mf 839 fulat Buader Abbess, nee ey] 848 
576) Me, OBoime | 482 Aug. 80, | Loan to Porsian Government. Refers to 500) ym | 72°Tel 9% | BeShah, Has loft Russian Legation for 
(contdentia ‘No. 496... Detala of conversations with asl) Mee yo war nnd NEADS 
MAL. Sazonow and Poklowski. Attitude ; . 
of Russia to proposed alvence . «| 899 501 | To Sir G. Yarelay ..| 458/Tel Oileguard, Refers to, Nos, 503 and 588, 
: peat authorisation to. rota, ans 
sa7| air. #.0, Suck.) ., | Sept. 6, | Hlormuz oxide. Gives text of last i "Treasiry sanction ‘neces 
feexived (Blst_ August) from agent in ‘of coat with Govern 
‘Tebran respecting oxide concessions, #ay- of India. th A | Bao 
ing that negotiations are suspended” | 340 a 
- - 3 fe] | 489 Te % ims of Tonpetial Wank of Persia, Refers 
578 | Anglo~ Persian Oil]. 6, | Anglo-Persian Oil Company. Acknowledges to Nos. 190 and 406, Part XT. Bank hope 
Company. fo. 497, Question of topographical sur- claims will uot bo omitted, Has 1p 
ruta ofa les that there is no reason they should te ..| 349 
fonneetion with the making of tbe survey | 340 893 | To Me. O'Reime ..) 247 4, Relations between Russians an Persia 
ae | abreez,  Hefers to Nos 504 and 866, 
wn)» r 2 1 | Imperial commtasioner’s salary, Refers to Has communicated fist ad necond seu: 
Sh Say for Aug as been | tence of ad araxraph of No. 74 to 
id to. Sadigh-s-Sultaneb, Transits pent comisese eT ES HES ayy 
Eopies of correspondence with Itter and Ho 
of letters exchanged between, the 
pany and Persian Legation». on 
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i No. Name. No. Date, Sosszcr. Page No. Name. | No. Date. Sunsner. Page 
} = ie al ie | 
394 | To treasu s-| 2 | Sept. 9, 1909 | Proposed establishment of wireless tsle- 609 | SirG, Barclay.) 726 Tul. | Sept. 12, 1909 | Sattar Khan. ‘Transmits tologram from His 
A eo aihy i the Gal. ines rae of | Majesty's ecting consul generat 
Correspondence with the India Office. bret, reporting unwilling departure 
Sir E Grey thinks scheme is of great | | of Sattar Khan for Ardeb sy se] 836 
importance, and hopes that Lords Gom- . 
missioners ‘will give favourable consider- 610 | To SiG, Barclay ..| 462 Tel. 12, ‘Shah's birthday, Should consult colleagues 
ation to question of divii =| 950 | | ‘sto stopa to be taken andact accordingly | 855 
495 | To India Ofice «|. 9, | Anglo-Persian Oil Company's privileges wit G11 | SieG. Barclay.) 162 | Aug. 24, Tnggcurity of, roads i) Persia, Refers to 
Tegard. 10 telegrephings Transm | | Nos. 52 and 207. Suggests’ scheme for 
328, Sie B Grey concurs wi | tting an end to. ‘Transmits correspon 
Cox, but enguires Loed Morley’s views .-| 331 enoo with Consal-General Gratame and | 
‘Aoting Consul Bill eyo] 990 
A Ge relent 9%, | Proposed establishment of wirvless tele- : Finan Lae : 
phy in the Gulf. Refers to No. 609. 612| Mr Oveime | 485 -|Sopt. 4, ‘| Situation in Persia, Comments on artilo 
SB"Grny concurs, ‘Transits No. 04.) 351 in “"Novoo Veemya” on general situas 
S tion ido sed ar | C0) 
"To Sir G, Barclay | 195 10, | Anglo-Persian Oil Company and. Bakhtiari | 
Tans. Refers to No. 899%, Part XVII, Coll ry «| 487 6, | Advance to Porsian Government, Refers to 
sod No515, ‘Trnanits No, 668, Bxplna!| Nove Abttude of Rusia Gover 
tion appears satistact ray ne8.»| 31 | rent, M, Poklowaki's anticipations (oo 
be mT STAINED: | No. 651) juetifed. Conversation with 
598 | India Mico | 9, | Avglo-Porsian Of! Company and I | M:Poklewski. Comments... 861 
consular guard. ‘Transmite fetter’ from | 
Goveratent of India respecting salary of 614! | ens os) 48 || = 16; Russo Persian relations. Comments on 
Lieutenant Rasking s,s ®.| 932 ‘attitude of Persian committea, and opinion 
| Rassia of attompt to throw off Russian 
599 | Anjuman Byaloti .,|rolegraphiel 11, Russian forco at Kaavin, Protests against | Conversations with M, Sazonow 
retention and couduct of ssa s oxamplos of this polloy «| 862 
600 | SirG. Barolay | 726 Tol 11, | Shghrud telegraph tine. Refers to No. 455, 615 | SiG, Lowther. 8, | Transference of consulate at Bagdad, 
| Suggests inmediate commencement of ‘Transmite despatch from. His Majesty's 
the work rae dh consul general at) Baydad, dated 7th 
) ‘August, deprocatinge transference to 
401] ny ne] 7287T0L 11, | Shab’s birthday. Persian Government as | | Tovant! consular service, Transmita 
‘nnouneed Tth Septembor aa birthday. | | correspondeneo se ee BO 
‘Asks iffelicitations will be sent «| 993 : 
616 Tudia Occ =. U1, | Indo-European ‘Rolograph Dopartment staf, 
woe «| 440 Tel. 11, | Tehran-Shahrud telograph line. Refers to Concurs. in sugition in No, 471, 
Nos. 455 and 600. Russian Government | ‘Tranamite minute by directorin-chief of 
have no objection to erection of second | Aepariment concerning condvt a in 
wire, ani work may therefore be beg | ‘at Tobran a0 
Immediately sae ne] 388 =| | 
G17 SirG. Barclay | 13, Russian troops at Tubreor, — HRafers to 
603 | ToSir A, Nicowon ..| 1907 Te | 12, | Tehenn-Shahrud line, Refers to No. 600, No. 603. Transits toloxeam from His 
Bnquires whether Russian Government ‘Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabroox 
| have any: cbjection | 904 reporting dispateh of telegram by Genoral 
Stharsky' and. Russian consul advocating 
04 | Mo Sir Barelay «| 4604 11, | Bunder Abbas, Should give instructions as ion forehwith amt 
suggested in No, 889 =| 384 5 
68) a] 788TeL 18, Porsian Government and committeo, Ras 
405 | oir, Lowthor «| 666 Te, 11, | Turkish interoata at Bander Abban. Refers ‘ports supercession of committoo. by an 
ta No. Should inform Porto, tht Advisory cotmission of forty mombors | 871 
‘appointment of ‘vice-consul, alle 
sky's Commas at Bander Abbas’ ead 19 | Treasury 5 | ae 13, ‘Loan of Imperial Bank, Refers to No, 585, 
wa will takecharge of...) 304 | ‘Treasury’ have no objection to release 
j ¥ A | of Mobammoruh receipts for seevieo of, 
C00 | to Me Oeime 250 n, audvance, Acknowledges No. 576. Considers that Persian Government should 
\Confidential His Majesty's Government have no desire | bo promod for further payment of Anglo- 
' to make a large loan, but ouly one to tide Tada loan, pci kakeramsr lett 
EES s si eee 
; 620 | Messrs Hlinger and), 18, | Hormuz oxide. Refers to No. S44, Ask 
607 | To tndintico |. 11, | Anglo-Persian Oil Company, Refers to lacs ay further heard as to His Majeaty's 
! No. 44, Transmita No. 578, and observes | representative's efforts on Moin's babalf 
that company ask that explanatinns with | fand.as to Moin's position sy ws) 372 
rogard to their request shoud bo cones el 
i Aticyeruscl eh Lette teres oss aa #21 | Sie A, Nicolson 444 Tel. 14, | Advanco to Persian Government, Persian 
" f ae ace | Government have applied to” Russian 
i 06 | To AnghePersian OH |. 11, | Salary of Imperial Commissioner, Acknow- Tanke at Tehran for 200,000. Wil 
y Company ledges Now Tefers to No, 836. enquire view of Rassin Governtaent 4] 972 
i newer if Persian Legation coustitntes = 
t Sa] Gas] aa Tel 4, Advance to Persian Government. Refers to 
' No, 621, Russian Government not ie 
| lived toauthoriso. sy. ws 872 
h | | 
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23 | Sir A. Nicolson oe ‘Tel, it. 14, 1909 | Repairs to Meshed-Nasratabad telegraph 687 | To Treasury al se. Sept. 16, 1909 | British loans in Persia. Refers to No, 619. 
mentees EOL.) Sept 14,1800 | Rope Peanenis eldemcnoie comoca Gnsidors it sss to press for erthor 4 





‘cated by Minister for Foreign Aff payment of Anglo-Indian loan at present | 981 

Tenewing assurance given last year (see ~ : 

| No. 416, Part XIII). Would not be easy. 638 | Tu India Office... 16, Recent disturbances at ‘Tehran. Acknow- 
to raise objection to repairs being under- Tedges No, 616. Concurs in suggestion 








taken by Russian Government. Difialties of making communication recoynishige 
ele alee | ea len 
624 | To Sir A. Nicolson ..) 25 4, Ottoman interests at Bunder Abbas and 689 | To Messrs. Ellinger | 36 Hormuz oxide, Acknowled 



















































































































Tinga, Transits Nos. 81, 684, 589, cO4, | ! Only information received 
nd-605, Should inform Rassish Gover | which states that negotiation : 
fneat of arrangement reached ., =| 879 | pended. Question of cancelling Moin's 
ee | Sonveasion has not yet been considered ..| 982 
' 625 | Manchester Chamber} 5 14, | Road guards in Persia. Acknowledges 
‘of Couteree No. 4d. Transmit, with comments letter 495 | 14, | Met-art lrg 
stating views of directors of principal | to No, 416, Part XII. Tra 
houses trading in Persia wees sménvire received froti Rui 
| ‘ment concerning, Set sea 
025 “4 15, | Advance to Persian Government. Minister | | x 
of Finance is opposed to, but would follow 641 | India Ofice A) as 16, Military attaché at Mosher, Rofors to Ina 
tho lead of His Majesty's Government if | Oftice letter of 18thDecember,1008, ‘Tran 
latter in favour of, Question of control nits copy of letter from Government, of 
difioals’ ees ey ey veel STA Thin, dated 12th angust drawing attention 
. to miscol nes crnsiected Wi 
627 | To Sir, Barclay ..| 468 Tol 15, Loan of Imperial Bank, Has uo objection) | the appointment, which should be shared 
Ho suggestion in No. 670. vs) SD Dotwreen British aud Tndian Goveraments, | 982 
028 olson 15, | Adsanco to Porn by Imperial, Bank | 730 Tel, 17, | Joint advanco to Persian 
Refers to No. 622. No further Refers to No, 635. Repo 
ince Nos, 880 and 588, and no information | fof Russian “Government 
uthoritis | 87 | 
CO yee] tort 15, Moshed-Nasratabad telegraph line. Concurs 
past paragraph of Na 623. Sets no | | | vil 
objection to execation of iegssary repairs oncribed it No.8 ess BBM 
(rolers to No. 891, Part X11). Would | Ne : 2 
Tike to seo text of Russian memorandum | 643| To India Ofice ” ..| 1 Meshod-Nasratabad telegraph ts 
before finally asventing | tnita No, 628. itor sinilar. caso last 
ee March, States an aska_ concurrence in S 
630 | Yo todin OMico | 10, | Town Shaud tne raven propowed roply. ‘Transmita also No. 629..| 985 
ir E. Groy sees no obje ; | 
being undertaken at once SHH | India OMico |. | 15, | Hacort for Mr, Now. Refers to India Oficn 
etter of 19th October, 1908, Trausmite 
at | Sir@, Barclay | 164 Debts to Imperial Bank taken over by copy of telegram from Vieoroy eugiestingg 
Persian Government. Transmit list, of | that escort of thirty wen from Mokran 
furnished by chief manager. Poa Hovy cong should given to Me New 
of Assembly refusing to recojise cet while on tour ee eas oe 
ot luesedeites es ast as all uses ‘ oy be 
iG. Barclay «| 781 Tl, 19, | Zilea-Saltan’a contri Refers to 
vga | tutio Omiew |. | Sopt15, | Loam of tnperal Banks Refers to No, 580. NS GL Reports nogtitioe for las 
Hora Moe conersin reas of Mobs fiom Imperial Bank ws ea] BO 
merah recdipia fOr see 
bi okt : CO «| mete | 20, Nasr-ul-Mutk, Has declined apy i 
098) iy a Ril ae 16, Kherks irrigation acheme, ‘Trananits copy fs Mialster for Fordga‘ataiee «| 986 
‘Of telegram from Vioeroy” relative to 
proposed retention of four sowars 47) | «| 788°Tel. 20, | M, Sadoveky and M. Smimow. Reports 
c Of ithdraveal of troops. from 
‘gt Barclay | 720 Tol 16, | Advance to Persian Government. Refers to na sity 
OT aS ea Fe jin in return for reappointinent of | 986 
board of directors of Imperial Bank of an | 5 ++] 784 Tel 20, Outstanding Godar bridge account, Refers to 
‘advance on security of the Crown jewels. | 40 spat ron Tbrai No, 12 of 2st ay, 
‘To Sir, Barclay ..| 466 Tob 16, ‘Adeance to Persian Government. Refers to Hen oe ate ae 
SLES ae NE Ge of intrest, half th stn with itor 
| allowing proposed joint advance to be Sp fad ioe Lapa ea, 98 
tubjected to proper controls. .| Colas «-| 735 Tel. | 20, Retention of ditional onnaular guard at 
a8 4 as _ | ‘Shiraz. Reports instructions sont to His 
Mlle os c|) att 16, Adlvanco toPorsia hy Tiperiat Bank, Reports | Raper emirate 
| erview with Persian, ho a Boshire detachment shall not be detained 
| sis Goversent to tng bank | with a view to obtaining settlement of 
plains of action of Russian troops. Answer | | COM CSIR Ue se pies eet 
Of is Majesty's Goreramont ...| 382 #80 ToSirG. Barclay ..| 467 Tel 20, Esoort for Mr. New, His Majesty's Govern: 























ment have concurred. in proporal of 
Government of Todin (eta No, 28, Fart XVI) | 987 


n 








[1665) 






























TABLE OP CONTENTS. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 




















































































































































































































































eo Noll tnpes Soe Page Suasace 
61 | o India wr: Acknowledges No. 666 | Totia Offco Sept 22, 1909 | Repairs on. Meshed — Nasratabadtelogeaph 
a onal ones Rene soe os ts Conte that = ie Retro Now 649 and 22, ue 
Sesion shold be feo deeiona His als copy af uote by restarts of 
ajesty’s representative at Tehran ..| S87 ido = Heropean ‘Telegrap. Departmen 
eet Yard Morley convarsin inruton hich 
a Hed acti Meshed-Nasratabad telegraph live, Refers |" ir B. Grey proposes t0 send to Sir As 
a (Na bik: Trane No, 610, SB Nicsloon cit stages sdaion propeod 
Gis onion heproyotin inl | by MRIs een ea] BBR 
ke siows of Lord Mort 
| Aske i 7] : %, | Beeston of secon wi on en Shutrnd 
80 | To Tronmry |e CConsotar card at Lrpaban, ‘Transm iow Refers to. No. 680, Dircatorin- 
5 Ge 7 18 a Ofien tater of 20h Auger | | | el ot wlseacrnar steer : 
fd levtor to India Ooo of 26s August ‘mont has ised instractions for.) 988, 
Sir B. Grey is disposed to agree to Lord Ne 
Morley’ssuggoation. Explanations as to «| 789 Tel. Russian Ministor, Reports arrival of, and 
ea caraerashi ot Nostee anion me |0SSS | ‘expresses. high appreciation of 3M Sax 
Dline’s loyal co-operation ” s+] 898. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Part XIX, 


[24788] Nowe 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 1.) 
Sir, India Office, June 30, 1909. 
IN reply to your letter of the 10th instant, I am directed to enclose copy of 
telegraphic correspondence with the Viceroy concerning the proposal to transfer Consul 
MeDouall from Mohammerah to Kermanshah, and the appointment of Lieutenant 
Wilkon to the charge of the consulate at Mohammerah. 

Tt will be seen that the Government of India have taken the necessary action to give 
effect to the proposal, but they consider that Lieutenant Wilson's appointment, at 
Mohammerah should be temporary pending further consideration, 

Tt will also be seen that the Government of India favour the proposal made in Lord 
Morley’s telegram to the Viceroy of the 7th instant, regarding the permanent assign- 
ment of Mohammerah to the India Political Service and of Kermanshah to the Levant 
Service. 

Lieutenant Wilson's emoluments will be for the present at the rate of approxi- 
mately 718 rupees* a month, as stated in the letter from this Office of the 18th 
November, 1908. & 

Tam, &. 
A. GODLEY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, June 7, 1909 

_ _ IPis considered desirable by Foreign Office, in present circumstances, that present 
incumbent of Mohammerah consulate should be removed and that suitable officer of 
Political Department should be appointed in his place; such an officer, besides keeping 
in closer touch with resident, would be better able than present incumbent to guide the 
sheikh, and to restrain efforts to improve German position on the part of sheilh’s 
subordinates. In order to provide for present incumbent, Foreign Office propose his 
transfer to Kermanshah, and the appointment to Mohammerah of Captain Haworth, 
If you see no good reason to the contrary, instructions should be sent accordingly 
without delay. ‘The matter is an urgent one. His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran was 
informed on the 4th instant by telegraph. 

It is also proposed by Foreign Office that Mohammerah shall be assigned to Indian 
service, and Kermanshah to Levant service asa permanent arrangement. ‘The exchange 
proposed would be in accordance with a scheme which is now under consideration, and 
as to which T shall shortly address you, for allotting all consulates in Persia, except 
Seistan and those on Gulf littoral, to the Levant service. This scheme commends 


* 5741. 8s. per annum. 
[1665] B 


2 


itgelf to me both on political grounds and because it will reduce expenditure, owing to 
salary and establishment in the Levant service being on a lower scale, I propose to 
agree to present proposal respecting Mohammerah and Kermanshah in anticipation of 
decision on general scheme, Please let me know if you have any observations to 
make, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 1. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphie.) P. India Office, June 11, 1909. 

MOHAMMERAH, See my telegram dated the 7th June. 

‘As Haworth is tuking sick leave, Foreign Office propose that, when MeDowll goes 
to Kermanshah, Wilson, of Oil guard, should take charge at Mohammersh. Please 
fay whether you have any, objdtion to this, and what rate of pay should be drawn by 

ison. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 1. 


Governmentiof India to Viscount Morley. 
(Telegraphic, P. June 19, 1909. 

MOHAMMERAH, | See your telegrams dated the 7th and 11th instant. 

Proposed transfer of McDouall to Kermanshah from Mohammerali has our concur 
renen, Resident, Persian Gulf, is being instructed to request Sir G. Barclay, that, 
McDouall may be directed to’ take over Kermansha ing over charge of 
Mohammerah to Wilson, of Oil guard, Wilson should, in our opinion, draw his present 
emoluments sanctioned in your telegram dated the 17th March, and his appointment 
should be purely temporary’ pending deliberate « Permanent exchange of 
Mohammerah and Kermaiishah commends itself to us. 





(24789) No. 2. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receieed July 1.) 
No, 020) 
(Pelographic.) P. 

USSIAN consular agent at Shiraz 

from His Majesty's consul at Shiraz that Nasr-ud-Dowleh has been granted 

by the Russian Government the post of consular agent at that town, He is a brother 
of the Kawan-uleMulk whose family are great landed proprietors in the province of 
Fars and the leaders of a powerful fiction to which the enemies of the family, in the 
guise of Nationalists, are bitterly opposed. ‘This appointment: cannot but reduce to 
natters of the personal concern of a Russian consulat agent all the important interests 
centred in this province, and must inevitably be looked upon here as meaning the 
adoption by Russia of the reactionary. cause at Shiraz, and as tending greatly at the 
fume time to the establishment of a predominating Russian influence in the neutral 
zone, You will see from recent summaries that the Kawami family has frequently 
urged upon His Majesty's consul the necessity for British intervention and a movement 
in favour of this was only checked by the firm attitude of this officer. 

Between the attitudes of the two Powers on this question there is a divergence 
too wide to be explained away and one which will make a deplorable impression. 

T have begged M. Sabline, to whom, I believe, the full bearing of the question was 
not until now apparent, that the appointment may be cancelled pointing out that, 
after our complete abstinence from any grant of protection of this kind, such strong 
support accorded by the Russian Governnient to the Kawami interests is not calculate 
to gw a good inprasion of the valus of the Anglo-Russian agreement. T have also 
expressed tegtet that ina matter so closely affecting the interests of the two Powers 
in this provineo no notice of the projected appointment: should have been given either 

weet or to His Majesty's consul until it was actually carted outs and this 
although, my Russian colleague informs me, the matter had been under consideration 
for six months 

M. Sab. ne has promised to do what he can to settle this question. He, however, 
sees no reason for me to delay reporting the matter to you. 


Gulahek, July 1, 1909. 


‘His Majesty's consul has just telegraphed that another member of the same family 

is endeavouring to secure an appointment as British Consular agent, It is much to be 

regretted that British and Russian protection should be struggled for in this,manner. 
‘A paraphrase of above is being sent to the Russian chargé d'allaires, 


(24790) No. 3. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 
(No. 521.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. Gulakek, July 1, 1909. 

T LEARN from Mr. Wratislaw that the only bastis still in the Turkish eonsulate- 
general at Tabreez are Saltar and Bagher Khans, 





[24792] No. 4. 
fe Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edicard Grey.—{Recejved July 1.) 


(Polegraphic) P. Gulalek, July 1, 1909. 
THE director of the Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department, has been requested by 
the Minister of Telegraphs to put, temporarily at his disposition a clerk capable of 
undertaking the correspondence with the telegraph administration of foroign county 
and the Central Bureat of International Tslegraphs, at Berne, of regulating traf, 
ping accounts, and other such cuties. ‘The Persian Armenian who was formerly 
charged with these functions have now left Persi, and there is for the moment no employs 
the Persian Administration to replace him. Mi. Barker has 
i eat to the dirvctor-in-chief, and has been authorised temporarily 
to lend the services of Mr. New until such time’ as a definite appointment (probably 
of three years! duration) may have been decided. 
Presuming that you would decide to consult Russian Government on this subject, 
Thave Inid the matter before my Russian colleague, 3 
Mukhber-ed-Dowleh is desirous of an easly reply, 





[24793] No. 5, 


ane Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 


(Telegraphic) PB, 

‘GREAT activity tal being soarrarae Tspaha 
Sirdar with reinforcements, 

Resht has sent reinforcements for the nationalist cause, 
at Kasvin. This [ learn from my Russian colleague. 


, iu have received a telephone message from Tehran that the bazaars are shut 
o-day, 


" Gulahek, July 1, 1909. 
in the preparations to supply the 


which should arrive to-day 





(24795) No. 6. 


Ae) Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
_LHAVE received the following telegram No. 162 
esty’s consul-general at Tabreez :— 


__Giulahek, July 1, 1909. 
of the 30th June from His 


_““Tn.a sudden and apparently groundless of panic the T) 
at Urumia on the 26th dune ealled: ae endiegia tee 


considerable number of Samsi villagers and some 400 Kurds, Lootin the Kurds 


2 wcooss of ‘urkish representat 
in all Turkish soldiers in the potbouriiond, with fi 


took place, and there was some fighting, in the course of which one Turkish soldier 
Wounded, and some ten casualties in all occurred, 





























4 


The Russian vice-consul on the following day succeeded in making peace, and 
ccoured the departure of the Kurds, who then proceeded to ravage the neighbourhood. 
‘Phere are at pee ‘some 150 Turkish troops at Urumia. 





“Several days ago the Turkish consul for Urumia reached Tabreez, but has not 
yet left,” 
(24798) No. 7. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(No. 525.) 
(Telegraphic.) BP. Gulahek, July ¥, 1909. 

"RHR foreign legations have received a telegram from the “ constitutionalists” of 
Kasvin, 





arching on the capital with a view to settling 
inet, who have in their opinion been guilty of 
‘They protest their loyalty to the Shab, and deny 





The gist of it is that they are 
accounts with certain members of the 
inviting foreign Powers to intervene. 
that their object is bloodshed. H 4 

‘hey sny that although a foreign Power has intervened in TTabreex and Meshed, 
and haw its officers at the capital and at Kenedj, the constitutionalists have from the 
very beginning of the revolution cared for the security of foreign interests, 

If complications should arise the responsibility must rest with the Power that 


“htervenes, 




















(24802) No. 8. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdiward Grey —(Received July 1.) 
(No. 526,) 











(Pelographic.) P. Gulahek, July 1, 1909. 
‘HE Bakhtiari advance 
‘ho Russian and Persian officers of the Cossack brigade met this morning, when 
they docided that the latter will not oppose the advance of the Nationalists. 






My authority for the above statement is.a secret source which appears to me to be 
reliable, but its unture precludes my asking M. Sabline whether he ean corroborate the 
information, 

Tf the roport is correct, it would appear that, should the Natioualists advance, they 
night very probably win an almost bloodless victor 

Should this occur, it is possible that the ro 





notables who are on the fedais 
ig of Russian troops 
it these persons. 








presorilied list would have a fair chanice of escape, but the 1 
Inight have the effect of precipitating acts of vengence agai 








(24763) No. 9. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





No. 3 
{sla phic.) P. Foreign Office, July 1, 1909. 
"BILL presence of Ismail Mirza in London (see your telegram No. 516 of 30th June) 
js unknown to Preece, and the latter thinks that he must have seen Ismail if he had 
been here, Ono of the Zils other sous recently informed Preece that he was about to 
proceed to Vienna, whore he would join his father and his brothers. 





(24641) No. 10. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mir. O’Beirne. 
(No. 801.) 
(Polegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 1, 1909. 
°F Bt ngage, as reported in your telegram No. 332 of yesterday, is approved. 
vance of Russian troops and the action contemplated by the 








‘The prospect of an a 


Russian Government cause me great apprehension when I consider their consequences. 
‘The present unrest in Persia has been mainly caused by the opposition previously 





offered to reforms by the Shah, and by the distrust generally felt for His Maj 
ah, ly felt for His Majesty. B: 

the terms of the undersjanding, the Sal: was to receive protection if ho took refuge in 
a legation, and was to be provided with an escort to the frontier, and it is probable 
that many difficulties would be solved by this arrangement. Whatever form of 
Government took his place would probably prepare the way to a better state of things, 
without any diminution of Russian influence in Persia. Uf the ussian Government 
on the other hand, insist on pursuing the policy of keeping the Shah on the throne by 
force, they will concentrate on themselves all the odium now felt for His Majesty. 
‘The dependence of the Shah’s Government on Russian support will be moro than ever 
increased, and, so far from withdrawing their troops, their position will have to be 
nainisined against ant-Rassian feeling bythe uso of more and more force, 

_ An increase in the guard of the Russian legation, and the e i 
officers with the Persian Cossacks would amply suffice for the medastan ol eit 
of foreign subjects, and of the Russian bank at Tehran. It would be much bettor to 
Tet things take thelr course as regards the rest. 

my apprehensions are realised we shall be unable to affirm that poli - 
intervention can be maintained, and the whole course of poli TAMA ee 
wil undergo a serious change.’ Tho situation thus created will be more inconvenient 
s : s ‘ 
aad more dficul to cope with than that produced by mere abstention from interference 
Pray lose no time in placing yourself in communication with ini 
a e B the 
Foreign Affirs, and urging those eoisiderations on hie Hxealoncy’s atention 











(24789) “No, 1, 
6 era Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O' Beirne. 
Telegraphic.) P. Fors 

sal) “ reign Office, J r ), 
a . TIONS should be made to M. ee i wots aeutubiley of 
x i the appointment of Nassered-Dowleh as Russian consular agent at 





derations set forth in Sir G. Barelay’s telogram No, 520 of 


today’s date. You should do your best to induce him to reverse his decision, 













laera8) No. 12. 
(No, 804.) Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne, 
(Telegraph 

THE 


representations to the Minister for Kore 
against Russians and probably, as a consequence, 
be provoked by the dispatch of Russian cape 4 





(24792) No, 13. 


& ED Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(Tel sae ‘ i : Foreign Office, July 1, 1909. 
a let me know whether the Russian Gover ‘any objection 


the Persian Mini e rnment have any objection t 
ee esac being lent the services of Mr. New (sce Tehran telegram No, 622 
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[24894] No. 14. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Received July 2.) 


Sir, Winchester House, Old Brond Street, London, July 1, 1909. 

I THANK you for your letter of the 28th June, asking for any observations that 
occur to me in regard to its enclosure. 

Tfind that the enclosure was communicated to you by a telegram a paraphrase of 
Jyhich owas communicated by you to Sir Hugh S. Barnes in your Office letter of tho 
4th May. 

The telegram was full, conveying substantially the whole of the information 
gontained in your present enclosure, and I wrote to you fully regarding it on the 
27th May. 

T find that Ihave now nothing to add to what T wrote then and in subsequent 
letters, and said in the interview which you were good enough to give me. 

Tam, &. 
C. W, WALEACE, Vice-Chairman, 
as 


(24962) No. 15. 





Memorandum communicated by Count Benckenslonff July 2, 1909, 
(Confidenticl,) 





neore possible actuellement de garantir le Gouvernement sur un front 

ot de lo mettre en mesure de détacher do In Brigade cosaque une force suffisante contre 

Jes Bakhtiaris, Le Gouvernement Iui-méme en indique le moyen. Le Sehah, de son 

e016, exprime Tespoir qu'une fois qu'il a promulgué la constitution et qu'il sest conformé 

du Gouvernement Impérial, ce dernier ne le laisserait pas périr de la main 

soul dlément, dangeroux dans Tensemble des nationalistes 

persans, Le Schah invoque les garanties 2 Iui promises et insiste sur le fait qu'il n'a pas 

violé la. constitution et que le mouvement actuel dégénére en anarehie, formant ainsi un 
obstacle i la ralisation de la constitution, 

Le seul moyen encore possible serait, de renforcer la garde du consulat & Kazwine 
dun détachement do caviterie, Cela forait refléchir le Sepehdar et Vobligerait A quitter 
Karine et A so rendre iran, ce qui mettrait la capitale A Tabri du edté du nord. 
Le Gouvernement se trouverait alors en mesure de détacher contre les Bakhtiaris des 
forces suffisantes et de chasser coux-ci de Koum, 

Hi n'y « pas fiew de eraindre que Yenvoi d'un détachement & Kazwine provoque des 
protestations de la part des nationalistes. sérieux, car, aux yeux de toutes les classes 
aisonnables de la population, les agitateurs de Kazwine et de Koum sont un obstacle 
‘au rétablissement de Vordre dans le pays et & I’établissement de la constitution, 

Le chargé «'aftaires insiste en disant que tout retard dans la mise A exdoution de 
otto mesure peut avoir des conséquences trds préjudiciables & la situation générale, en 
‘un moment olf le moindre prétexte sullirait pour déterminer & Ispahan les complications 
les plus sérieuses, 

Dips M, Sablting i 
comune 














































t pas impossible que le mayen quill propose so 
sting & soutenir le Schab dans sa lutte contre son peuple. Pareille interpréta- 
tion ue réiste pas bla critique, Il no sagit pas du Schab, mais de Vintégrité Pun pays 
voisin du notre et entrainé aujourd'hui d sa perte par de pures révolutionnaires guidés 
par des anarchistes russes. 


—.]ss 


nterprété 
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(24912) No. 16. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received July 2.) 
= ae 
ees) B Gulahel, July 2, 1909, 
T HAVE now received telegram No. 332 from St, Petersburgh. i 
M. Sabline concurs in my view that a report that Cossacks had been dispatched 

here might possibly render the situation in town more serions. My colleague is, 
however, in a most awkward situation. He is unable to supply guards to all the 
Russian subjects who are vehemently demanding them, although he considers their 
agitation far from unwarranted, Ae a ot 

iT ust admit. that, some danger does exist in’ view of the possibility that, tho 
Russian officers may fight, and also of the feeling against Russia, which at present is 
very strong, ‘A ae 
"ON This danger might, in my opinion, be materially reduced if the present instructions 
to the Russian officers were revoked, and others were substituted, forbidding them to 
ke part in any engagement. ee? 4 ath 
ta Fearn from Me Sabline that the Cossack Brigado is quite domoralisd, and in his 
opinion, this constitutes a most grave situation. I incline to the view, however, that 
such demoralisation might wel endo there being no fighting, in whi ens i the 
Russian Government land no more troops in the country, their nationals would be 
subject to only an infinitesimal amount of danger. 

















(24899) No. 17. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 2.) 
No. 528) 
Noes peep Gulahek, July 2, 1909. 
TREGRED that there was a slight inaccuracy in my telegram No, 52 
‘The man whom New is to replace is an Armenian of Turkish nationality. 











(24913) No. 18, 





Sir Gi, Barclay t6 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 2.) 

(No. 529.) 

(Telegraphic) P. 
BAKHITIARL advance. 
‘The Sirdar Assad bas left Kum and is marching in a northerly diretion at the 

head of 1,200 me 


Gutahek, Sily 2, 1909. 








(24907) No. 19. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey (Received July 2.) 








.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, July 2, 1909. 

SITUATION in ‘Tehran. 

I saw Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday afternoon. His Excellency assured 
me that his Government would adhere strictly to a policy of non-intervention, and had 
no intention of giving military assistance to the Shah. ‘They were, he said, only 
concerned with the security of the Enzcli~T'ehran road and with the protection of the 
egations and the lives and interests of foreigners in the capital. , If troops were sont 
to Tehran a large force would have to be sent, and it would have to go to Kasvin in 
the first place. His Excellency, however, said that no decision had been come to as 
get as regards sending troops either to Kasvin or to Tehran, 

M. Isvolsky said that the responsibility for the lives of foreigners in Tehran rested 
on Russia, and that this consideration caused him the greatest ansicty. 






























[24908] Nos20: 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 2.) 
‘No, 386. 

(tcicgeaphic) En eluir. ___ Ste Petersburgh, July 2, 19% 
FOLLOWING is summary of official communiqué published to-day in press 











“In view of alarming state of affairs in Persia, Viceroy of Caucasus has been 
ordered to prepare military detachments and also vessels for transporting these from 
Baku to Enzeli, These preparatory measures are being taken in good time in event of 
further movement of Bakhtiaris and fedais of Kazvin on Tehran leading to anarchy, 
which might seriously threaten Russian and foreign institutions and subjects as well as 
Enzeli~Vehran road,” 














(24915) No. 21, 


Mr. U' Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Keceived July 2.) 
(No, 337.) 
(elegraphic.) Pe 
RUSSIAN force for Persia. 
T have to-day impressed 
expressed in the above- 


St. Petersburgh, July 2, 1909. 
grams Nos. 801 and 804 of yesterday's date. 
your views on the measures contemplated, as 
telegrams on M, Isvolsky. His Excellency was 
‘about Hh M, Stolypin on this subject, and he promised that 
your views would then he carefully considered, 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs, however, appeared to me to be convinced that 
the Im ernmentwould be obliged to send troops into Persia. But for the 
opposition of His Majesty's Government, he observed, this measure would have been 
taken hefore, and the present orisis might not have arisen at all. As to assisting the 
Shahi, he said there was no question of such action—in fact, he would not be surprised 
to hear at any moment that, His Majesty had been dethroned. He was concerned 
simply with saving Tehran from pillage, and a general massacre at the hands of 
Caucasian revolutionaries and hordes of Bakhtiari tribesmen. He would not admit 

oundness of the argument that the very violence which he apprehended would be 

provoked by tho dispatch of Russian troops; his view was, on the contrary, 
that a deterrent effect would he produced if it were known that the troops were about 
to arrive, 

On my enquiring whether the danger of a massacre of foreigners was defi 
forecasted in the reports received from the Russian chargé Waffaires at 1 
M, Involsky that such was certainly: the y added thai 
had just received a te 00 men only 
Cossack brigade were available at Tehran, mary propaganda had dei 

forco; to hold their own barracks would bo the utmost they could do., Further, 
nif, a8 was possible, the Russian troops did not arrive in time, an’ indefinite 
continuance of the excesses which he feared could not be tolerated. 

is quite alive to the force of your views, which I urged upon him, 
vantages which must in the long run result from any support which 
the Shah may get through the action of the Russian Government. But his view is 
that the Shah’s disappearance could only give riso to general anarchy and brigandage, 
amd then intervention on a large seale by Russia would be inevitable. 

Please treat the following as confidential : 





































































































A consideration which evidently carries great weight with the Russian Govern- 
ment is that the safety of the Russian bank at Tehran must be assured, —M. Isvolsky 
informed me that a deposit of 2,000,000, was kept there, I think much will depend 
on tho effect which to-lay’s announcement as to Russian military preparations 
produces ; it is possible that tho Russian expedition may be suspended if the advance 
of the fedais on ‘Tehran should be thereby checked. 
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[24904] No, 22. 


Sir G. Lowther 1 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 2.) 
Woe)» 

‘slegraphie.) P. 
ere ESIA. 

I have received the following telegram from His Majesty's resident and consul- 
general at Bagdad :— 

“We neal, I think, expect little help from Nedjef and Kerbela priests until the 
withdravral of Russian’ troops from Persia, as they bitterly resent their presenice on 
Persian soil, which they say is worse than the Shah’s delay. "I heat that Sayid Kadhan 
Yedzdi, who has till now had nothing to do with politics, and who, my Russian 
colleague informs me, possesses considerable influence in the Caticasns, has addressed 
a telogram to the Shah deploring the occupation of Persian tersitay by foreign troops. 
Thave said nothing to the Russian consul-general about this telegrarn.” 


Constantinople, July 2, 1909. 








(24798) No, 23, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 32: 
(Telegraphic. P. Foreign Office, July 2, 1909. 
ADVANCE on Tehran, 
Your telegram No, 525 of the let July has been shown to Count Bonckondorft 
At the same time I suggested to him that, if it was the wish of the Russian Govern: 
ent, you should join with their representative at Tehran in making reprosentations to 
those who are marching upon the capital, ‘The Intter might be assured that, the only 
hope of avoiding intervention lay in the restoration of order and in fair trial of the 
wsly re-established constitution. We are quite ready, if they wish it, to do. what we 
nfo obtain guarantees for the carrying out of the constitution, if they, on their part, 
will specify what guarantees are required. 

















(24629) No. 24, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 326.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 





, 1909." 


PROVIDED that you seo no objection, could you arrange for the appointment of 


Vincent Kitabji as Imperial Commissioner in London ? 


_DArey says that Sadigh-es-Sultanch does not count for anything, and is most 
anxious that Kitabji should be appointed in his stead. 








(24802) No. 25. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 





" meth 
(Telegraphic. P. Foreign Office, July 2, 1909. 

YOU should quote Sir @. Barclay’s opinion, namely, that the fedai will rneot with 
no resistance from the Persian Cossacks if they attempt to enter Tehran, but that 
Tprisals will be taken on Royalist notables if Russian troops are dispatched thero (see 
Tehran telegram No. 526 of ist July), 





{24904} No. 26, 
(ye on Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O° Beirne, 


(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, July 2 
INFORM tho Russian Government of the substance of the telogarn fers iis 
Aajesty's consul af Bagdad, repeated by Sir G. Lowther in hip tologeam Nov 321 of 
July, referring to his tolegram No, 192 of the Bist May, 


a 








(2665) 
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(24486) No. 27. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. F.C. Strick and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 2, 1969, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that on the receipt 
of your letter of the 24th ultimo, relative to the further report received from your 
agent at Bussorah, ho addressed a telegram to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran 
suggesting that an enquiry should be made of His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah 
as to whether the Hamburg-Amerika line had in fact opened an agency there and were 
working the Moin-ut-Pujjar’s steamers, : > 

Tam to state that a telegram has now been received from Sir G. Barclay reporting 
that the consul has informed him that the rumour is unfounded. 

Mr, MeDouall adds, however, that Messrs. Wonckhaus's agency at Mohammerah 
is in charge of a German. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(24972) No, 28. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receivrd July 3.) 


THE Under-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a note by the director- 
in-chief, Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, India, dated the 18th June, regarding 
the Seistan-Bandan section of the Meshed-Seistan ‘Telegraph line. 


India Office, July 2, 1909, 









Tnclosure in No, 28, 
Note by the Director-in-chief, Indo-European Teleyraph Department, dated June 18, 1909. 


BANDON is the first telegraph station on the Meshed side of the line from 
Soistan, Tt appears to be ant from Seistan. ‘The report on this 
soction of line shows it to be i bad state. We might have expected that. the 
Russians for their own purposes would have maintained the line in fair order, ‘This 
is ovideutly not the caso, and perhaps the knowledge that the line eannot stand up 
much longer without thorough repair explains why the Russians are so auxious for an 
carly transfer of it, in exchango for the ehran-Meshed line, whi good order, 


H. A. KIRK. 
































(24964) Nae 


Mr. F.C, Strick to Foreign Office —(Received July 3.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
July 2, 1909. 

T RECEIVED a letter on Saturday last, dated the 9th June, from Mr. David 
Brown, who, as you are aware, ng as my agent at Tehran, which letter you may 
he interested to peruse, and I therefore take the liberty of inclosing a copy of it. 

Knowing that, if the Mouin-ut-Pujar’s concession for Ormuz is in the market, our 
continental competitors are sure to make efforts to obtain it, immediately on receipt of 
the above letter I cabled to Mr. Brown to the effect that if the concession had expired 


T should be prepared to bid for same, I inclose copy of my telegram and of Mr. 
Brown's reply. 


Sir, 




















1 


As Mr. Brown states that there is nothing to be done for the present, I shall, of 


course, not take any further steps until I hear from you again, and, in any case, I shall 
do nothing without communicating with you. 


Meanwhile, I have, &c. 
FRANK ©, STRICK. 


P.S.—Since writing the above letter, I have received a further 


communieati 
from Mr. Brown, dated the 19th June, copy of which I inclose. Pe 


EGS 


———— 
Inclosure 1 in No. 29. 


Mr. Brown to Messrs. F. C Strick and Co, 


Dear Sirs, 

T CONFIRM my letter of the 5th instant. 

Thave now received assurances that the Persian Goven 
arrange the terms of a concession with you, $ 
arranged and placed on a similar basis to that of 
to be submitted to Parliament when it meets for a 
the Medjliss may refuse to pass it. 

So far, however, Ihave not received any definite details as to what rights thoy 
may be prepared to concede, but the Moin-ul-Vazareh informed sec on vive ti instant 
that the term of Mouin-ut-Tujar’s concessions had expired and would have to be 
renewed. He mentioned that, in the event of your concession being approved. by 
Parliament, it would thon he ‘duly ratified, unless the Mouin-ut-Tujar or come other 
Persian subject offered a similar amount for it, in which ease it would be given to the 


Persian subject, He mentioned that he did not think that the Mouineut‘lui 
be a member of the new Medjliss. se ecaa sect) 


Tehran, June 9, 1909. 


sument will be prepared to 
The terms of the concession to. bo 
tho Arabistan telegraph concession 
pproval and ratification, Of course, 




















Tam, &o, 
DAVID BROWN, 
—————EeEEEe 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 29, 


Messrs, F, C. Strick and Co, to Mr. Brown, 


a : Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
(Telega phi.) a June 28, 1909, 

raja AYE received your letter of 9th June. Aro we to understand that Mouineute 
Tujar concessions Ormuz and other islands expired ? If so, is there any. chance of aug 


securing, these concessions? Prepared to pay good sum ‘down in each, 
full particulars immediately. Le sane 











—————— 
Tnclosure 3 in No, 29, 


Mr. Brown to Messrs. F.C. Strick and Co, 


(Telegraphic.) Tehran, June 2 

Bplic ene , , June 29, 1909, 
ibis HN ESTAND Mouin-ut-Tujar concessions Ormuz and othr islands expired, but 
itis difficult to obtain definite information, ‘There is a. ch h 
but it is impossible to do anything for the present, «n°? Shou eesrta tase, 


———— 
Inclosure 4 in No, 29, 


Mr. Brown to Messrs. R. C. Strick and Co, 





x Tehran, June 19, 1909. 
T CONFIRM amy letter of the 9th instant, and i coived your 
th th idem, for which T thank you, | uh 9R4 have since received your letter of 


On the 10th instant, his Excellency Saad-ed-Dowleh, having received threatening 
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notices, left town, and has since remained in his summer residence up-country. Other 

Cabinet Ministers ave followed his example, also most of the Foreign Office officials, 
‘he political situation is very unsettled and uncertain in the extreme. Under the 

cireumstances, progress is impossible. 





Tam, 
DAVID BROWN. 





(26064) No. 30. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 


‘elographic.) P. Gulahek, July 8, 1909. 
ESTERDAY evening T and my Russian colleague went to the Palace at: His 
Majesty's request, x ie 

He informed us that it had always been his wish to see x constitutional Govern- 
aon established in the kingdom, even though the nation slfred fem ignorance, He 
had carefully considered the advice which had been given him by the British and 
Russian Goveruments, and*had in consequence restored the previous constitution. He 
had agreed to the whole of the Anglo-Russian programme, and had called upon Suad- 
ed-Dowleh to put its various points into exeoution. ‘There were people, however, who 
maintained that the views of his Excellency were those of an absolutist, that the 
constitution was neither more nor less than a fraud, and who had prevented the 
lectoral law from being published at the very last moment when it had already received 
His Majesty's signature. 5 

My capital had now summoned the provinees to supply foreas, and these were 
already on the march hither, although he bad been given to understand by us that all 
rulties would be removed if he carried out the joint programme. He had made 
duction of 7,000 mon. in his troops, but now with only 9,000 (instead of 12,000) he 
ld fight to the bitter His object io summoning ws that afternoon was that he 
might consult us on the situation. ‘ . 

Tn replying to His Majesty's observations I pointed out that it was now many 
inonths since the two legations had tendered him advice of a similar nature ; it was not 
until May, ho thut he made up his mind to act on it, and in the mea 
unfortunately the situation had got beyond control—the crisis riow was most serious. 

‘Although at the time it had seemed to us that His Majesty's best chance of 
auccess Iny in faithfully carrying out our proposals, yet the situation had become so 
critical that we were no longer in « position to say that it would succeed. 

Tn reminding His Majesty that we had assured him of our support and sympathy, 
‘and of his personal safety, ‘provided that, and so long as, bis rule was that of 
constitutional monarch, I pointed out that he lind proof of our support and sympathy 
quite recently in our endeavours, which unfortunately had failed, to stop the advance of 
Sardar Assad and the Sipahdar, "I here observed that as for the former, he had not even 
that he demanded. 
hereupon interposed with the remark that, Sardar Assad 

(2) that obtain maitre an 


ie 530.) 





























time 






























stated what it 

Saad-ed-Dowl 
demanded (1) that Tubreez should be evacuated ; 
other personages should be expelled, ‘The Shah exclaimed that the Fedai's real objects 
wore of a different nuture, their demands as above-mentioned being merely a cloak. 

Lond the Russian chargé d’affaires informed His Majesty that, although we could 
tt present give no other counsel, he might rest assured that we should, if an opportunity 
occurred, use our influence to bring about a settlement of the difficulty by peaceful 
means, ‘abrees was not mentioned by the Shab, although he cannot fail to realise 
thut the rescue of that town by Russian troops is largely respousible for his present 
parlous position.” His Majesty entered upon no discussion and bore himself with 
Tonsiderable dignity ; the audience was, however, none the less painful on that account. 






























(25066) No. 31. 

ir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 581.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Gulahek, July 3, 
TIS. Majesty's consul-general at Bushire reports that he has received a ‘telegram 

from the Sheikh of Mohammerah expressing regret at the transfer of Mr. McDouall, and 
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begging for that officer's retention in his present post, ‘The reason which he puta 
forvard is that the removal of 4 consul who'is well Aoguainted mith the conditior of 
the tribal sheilchs would at the present moment be inopportune. 

Major Cox thinks this idea due to a csrtain stir among the tribesmen provoked by 
the sheikth’s recent arrest of his nephew on a charge of treason. 

He hias replied to'Sheikh Khazzal that he need have no fear that. any modification 
of our policy of non-interference is portended by this transfer, and has’ assured him 
that he will do his best to ensure the new incumbent of the post being both an officer of 
ripe experience and a friendly adviser for hima, He further promised to transinit to the 
Hee as ncaa representations on this subject. 

am authorising Major Cox, on his. own suggestion, to reply from me, repeati 
what he has ly said, and adding that the step in question is one'iten of G 
‘lepartmental scheme, and cannot therefore be revoked. 
(Reference is to my telegram No, 488 of the 22nd June.) 





(25041) No. 32. 


ae Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 


(Telegraphic. P. 
pee aoe of causa troops to Persia. 
_ The immediate dispatch to Enzeli of a regiment of infantry wi 
regiment of Cossacks hias been decided on by the Council of Minute Tis aceatiton 
has been instructed to proceed no further than Kasvin, and not to advanco on Tehran 
unless ordered to do so by the Russian legation m tho event of serious dangor to the 
es and property of foreigners in tho capital, ‘The most, stringont ordors have been 
given to the commander of the troops to avoid any intervention in the intornal 


struggle, and ict hi i i it 
pee ind to restrict himself to the protection of the lives and interests of 


St, Petersburgh, July 8, 1909. 












[25069] No. 33. 

ey) Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edvard Grey,—(Received July 8.) 

(Telegra P. ‘ 

( leemphic) St. Petersburgh, July 8, 1909. 





TERR for Foreign Affairs promised mo to-day that i 
sent LAISTER for Foreign 4 promised mo to-day that instructions should bo 
Sas args fires Wekraa i thoraanee aanepeiet your telegram, 

Pointed out to M. Isvoleky that if the leaders of the adva i 

1 that neo on ‘Tehran bi 

that tho asian fore youl arivo in any cave, thero was every probability ne ey 
would del e Shah, an eventuality which was viewed with 
‘pprehensions by. the Russian Goverament. I therefore strongly urged his Bxcelloney 
theaiypower Sabline to inform the leaders of the bodies advancing on Tebran that if 
hex jstened to the advice of the Russian and British Minjstor, tho Russian expedition 
won stayed. Texpressed the opinion that in sending instructions to-Sablino 
this sense lay the only hope of averting the dethronement. 

inistor for Foreign Affairs said he must tako time to think over my suggestion, 


bat in any ease ho must consult. with ini 

any case tho other Ministors boforo deciding anyth 

to Peis Excellency also old me that the motives of his Govermnont rey ener eers 
ia are to be explained in a circular telogram which he is issuing immediately. 

















{23950} No. 34, 


-f Foreign Ofice to India Office, 

ir, i 

sei. NITH reference to your letter of the 12th ultimo, rasuon Ce mes uly: 1900, 
sation of Arist, Can directa by Seen Sr Bard Goer Geen a 
herewith copy of a telegram from His Majesty’s Mini ji 

the measures which iti desirable to take to carryout tha pojerre, on oe ue oF 


* Be0 io. 
ees Part XVIII, No. 773. - 








4 g 


T am to state that Sir I. Grey is disposed, with the concurrence of Viscount 
Morley, to approve Sir G. Barelay’s action in authorising His Majesty's consul-general 
at Bushire to send a copy of Lieutenant Wilson's report on the Kheskha scheme direct 
to Sir W. Willcocks at Bagdad and to ask his advice. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(25080! BESO. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 

(No. 224) 

(Telegraphie.) P. 
"URCO-PERSIAN frontier. 4 
Tam informed by His Majesty's vice-consul at Van that on the 20th ultimo one 

battalion of ‘Turkish troops marched into Urumia, aud that two more companies left 

Van for the frontier on the Ist instant, 


Constantinople, July 3, 1909. 








(26067) No. 36. 
Sir 





. Burclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 4.) 





No, 582.) 
‘Telegraphic.) P. Gulakek, July 4, 1909. 

LATTE in the evening of ‘the 2nd July T received a visit from my Russian 
colleague, who urged me vigorously to make with him a threatening joint communica- 
tion to the approaching revolutionary forces, Vhis I declined to do. i 

Yestorday afternoon your telegram No. 325 reached me, and I forthwith com- 
municated the substance of it to M. Sabl 

Representatives have now been sent by both legations to make the communi 
indicated in your telegram to both Sirdar Assad and Sipahdar. 

M. Sabline has received, in addition to the implied threat from. the Nationalists at 
vin o which I referred in my telegram No. 525, further letters of a menacing 
character, One of these was signed by a number of ‘Tehran Nationalists, some of 
whoin, at least, should have known better than to commit this folly. Certain of the 
nationalist leaders have now, at my request, issued a circular to the legations, ussuring 
thom that foreign subjects are in no danger, 

eis i ppart due to these menaces from the more foolish members of the 
popular h this step has unfortunately come too late to remedy, that those 
appreliensions arose which warranted the communication that the two legations are 
now about to make to the commanders of the approaching armies. 

5 


















































(25068) No, 87. 


a : Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 4.) 

No. 533, 

(Telegraph 
PL 
Thavo received a report from Mi 

Russian legation was sent out to eon 

fighting was in progress at Sh 

road, Th 


The r 





ic) PB Gulaiek, July 4, 1909. 










ief dragoman of the 
'y our communication to Sipalidar), to the effect 
habad, the first stage out from ‘Tehran on the 
Cossacks had previously retired from Keredj to this point, fearing 
ant by the enemy. 
ies were ultimately defeated with a loss of twelve fedais killed. 

ing rhile fighting was in progress, Major Stokes and 
M. Baranowski were fired on by mistake ; they retired to a safe distance, and will now 
continue their journey to Kered 
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(25070) No. 38. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 
(No. 340.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
MY telegram No. 339. Situation in ‘Tehran. 
Tam informed by Minister for Foreign Affairs that telegraphic instructions have 
been sent to the Russian chargé d'affaires at Tehran to report, after consultation with 
Sir G. Barclay, whether, taking local conditions into account, the mediation with the 
Bakhtiari and Kasvin fedais, as suggested by you, offers any chance of preventing the 
entry into Tehran of the forces advancing upon it. 


St. Petersburgh, July 3, 1909. 





(25071) No.9, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 4, 
(No, 341) _ ie! se) 
(Telegraphic,) P. ; St. Petersburgh, July 4, 1909. 
i Paty Sak refuge in one of the logtions Minister for Foreign AMfaina 
thinks it would be well to renew the instructions already sent to the representatives for 
their guidance in such a contingency. 





(25072) No. 40. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 





legraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, Jult 1909. 
IN reply to my reprosentations, M. Isvolaky has promised to make inquiries about 


the appointment of a Russian consular agent at Shiraz (see your telegram No, 803 of 
the Ist July). ‘ 








[26074] No. 41, 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 4.) 






ae St, Petersburgh, July 4, 1909, 
faire informs mo that tho Russian chargé dat 
in ha t two legations have been gent by himself 
and Sir G. Barclay to negotiate with the leaders of the forces marching om ‘Tehran, 

a Russian expodition is to bo used by them as 8 
tened to. 





No, 42. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 


P. Foreign Oj 

re : ign Office, shuly 4, 1909. 
ONS already been given to you as to your aelion atheevant 
‘ one of the two legationis. In view of St. Potoraburah 
telegram No. 341 of the 4th July, you are reminded that these instructions hold good, 







































(25126) No. 48. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received July 5.) 

(No. 108.) 

Sir, Gulanek, May 23, 1909. 

IN my despatch No, 101 of the 20th instant I forwarded copy of the joint note by 
which my Russian colleague and I gave in writing the assurances to the Shah which 
had been given to His Majesty verbally on the 22nd December last. 

Thave since been approached by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the 
Shah, with the request that the text of these assurances might be modified. ‘The Shah 
desired that the words ‘so long as the Shah fulfils sincerely the role of a constitutional 
monarch” might be omitted, and that the assurances might be extended s0 as to cover 
his throne and family. : ; 

T haye told Saad-ed-Dowleh in reply that it would serve no useful purpose to 
submit this request to His Majesty's Government, whose instructions to me had been 

precise and had been executed in the joint note which I had addressed to him in 
t with my Russian colleague, : 
M, Sabline t hhat he has also been approached in a similar sense and that 








he, like me, has discouraged the reopening of the subject. 


Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 





(25127) No, 44. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Kdward Grey —(Received July 5.) 
(No. 109.) 
Sir, Gulakek, May 23, 1909. 





0th instant I reported that the Nationalists were 
‘ory decree by the Shah, making it quite clear that 
the old Const ished by His Majesty by the decree of the 10th instant 
included tho supplementary articles added in 1907. 

I have now the honour to transmit a translation of a decree issued on the 
20th instant, by which His Majesty has given satisfaction to the Nationalists’ require- 


IN my despatch No. 106 of the 
prossing for tho issuo of an expl 











ment on the’ point in question. 


T have, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 


Tnelosure in No. 44. 


Inperial Rescript, dated May 20, 1909. 








(ranslation 
WHERHAS the contentment and appeasement of our subjects, who are our 
spiritual children, is more than ever in view, and the strengthening of the bonds of 









unity between the Government and the nation ig, more than in the past, our gracious 
intention; and whereas the explanation of every obscurity and the elucidation of every 
difficulty is the object of our special care in order to prove our gracious intention, and 
in order to remove all disquietude and to reassure the public mind; therefore, in 
order to explain the previous rescript and to enlighten the public, we write that the 
Porsian’ Constitution is eatablishod ta accordance with the very same 158 articles of 
the fundamental law, and is tho pivot of the future prosperity of the State. 


MOHAMMED ALI SHAH KAJAR. 








Rebbi-us-Sani 28, 1327 (May 20, 1909). 



















(25128) No. 45. 


sir G. Barclay to Sir Biiward Grey—(IReceived July 5.) « 


fo. 11. Confidential.) 
Sir, Gulahek, May 24, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of an interesting despatch from 
His Majesty's cousul-goteral at Tabreez regarding te final stegos of tae investment of 
that town. 

In doing s0, I venture to record my high appreciation of the assistance which His 
Majesty's consul-general has rendered ime since his return to Tabree in the discharge of 
my duties at this post, and to express the hope that the manner in which he has 
conducted the affairs of his consulate-general during the past trying months will be held 
to merit the entire approval of His Majesty's Government. 

Tshould add that my Russian colleague informs me that the Russian acting consul- 
general has written to him in high terms of appreciation of the loyal manner in which 
Mr. Wratislaw has co-operated with him during the recent crisis, 

Thave, &. 
G. BAROLAY. 








Inclosure 1 in No. 45. 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Sir G. Barclay. 


Confidential.) 





” position was at alloritical, It was 
then decided that: a sortie en masse should be directed against the royalist positions 
near the village of Barinch, whither their heal-quartors had been removed fram 
Basminch, ‘This took place on the 24th March and had no material result, A. emall 
band of about twenty determined men, including several Caucasian Christians, carried 
one royalist position by assault, losing eight, killed and wounded in the effort; but 
Bagher Khan, who commanded in that direction, left them unsupported while he and 
his men remained idle in their trenches, A mob of armed townspeople went us far as 
the advanced nationalist positions, suffering some losses from the fire of the royalist 
artillery, but they did not summon up courage to deliver an assault. 
Further feeble sorties took place on the 28th and 2th March, but i 
time plain that the nationalists were qui 
against the far super ist forces which surrounded them 

_ On the Ist April M. Pokhitonow, the Russian consul-general, left Tabreez, ‘The 
nationalists endeavoured to pay off old scores by offering him useless indignities on his 
departure, such as examining his luggage at the Aji Bridge on the pretext that. he was 
canying ammunition to Rahim Khan, 

_ The royalist artillery at Barinch had hitherto fired exclusively against. the 
vationalist defences at or near Khiaban, but on the 4th they dropped shells indisori- 

ately into the town, killing and wounding several non-combatants and doing some 
injury to boildings 
On the 8th April the foreign consuls telegraphed to their respective legations usking 
that « supply of flour should be sent in for the use of the foreign subjects in the town, 
Little hope was felt that the Shah would accede to this request, and as a matter of fuct 
nothing came of it. Many foreigners were now hard pressed for food, and there was 
special difficulty in feeding their servants whom the patriarchal relations existing 
between master and man in Persia bound them to provide for, By this time quite three: 
querters of the bakers’ shops were closed permanently, meat was very bad and procured 
Wu dificulty even by those with money to pay for it, while very few luxuries were 
Strong hopes of a favourable settlement with the Shah were raised by a telegram 
[1665] F 




















it was by this 
e unable to. take the offensive successfully 
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from His Majesty to Sikkat-el-Isiam, the only Mujtehid remaining in Tabreez, who had 
bogged the Shah to consider the sufferings of his people, and grant them the constitution 
they required. The Shab’s reply was couched in cordial if vague terms, aud acting on 
it Sikkit-el-Islam proceeded ou the 10th April to Basminch with the cousent of the 
‘Anjuman, though not as their accredited agent. His mission was a failure, and 
produced intense disappointment, but for the moment it effected a slight fall in prices 
generally, as persons who had secreted grain and other provisions brought out their 
stores for sale, ee 

(On the 1th a party of Kurds from Samad Khan’s camp raided past the Aji bridge. 
‘hey were attacked by Satar Khan's men, and two were killed. At the sanie time the 
Barinch artillery again bombarded the town promiscuously, a couple of shells falling 
close to the Anjuman’ place of meeting, which is near the European quarter. 

Next day I received a private visit from one of the leading members of the 
Anjuman, who informed me that the game wes up, and that the only hope for Tabreez 
lay in the intervention of Great Britai Even while speaking frankly 
other points, he could not tell me the truth regarding the food question, and assured me 
that thero was still grain enough in the ark to last for three weeks at the present 
reduced rate of distribution. 1 asked him whether in view of the difficulty in provi 
food it would not be possible to allow those of the foreign subjects who wished it 
leave the town, but he replied that it could not be thought of. 

On the following day I, in common with my colleagues, received « letter from the 
Anjuman, of which I enclose a translation, drawing our attention to the shortness of, 
food in the town and the difficulty in feeding foreigners and natives alike, and calling 

ly this state of things. Later in the day M, Miller, the 

¢ invited to visit the Anjuman to discuss 

question there, ay well as Tjlal-el-Mulk, the nominal 

‘or of the town, who acted as spoke He said that’ they had requested us to 

come in order that they might put before us the very serious situation, aud beg us to 
othing to avert tho danger which lay before’ us all. ‘The supply of grain, he 

‘atid, was all but exhausted; the great majority of the population of over 200,000 souls 
wore starving; and they feared that it would not, be possible much lonyer to hold them 


k. ‘They might break out at any moment into rioting and pillaging of the houses, 
in which they hoped co find « supply of food, on: 
At this point one member of the Anjuman, a mollab, broke in with a statement to 


the eifvct that the mob would be no respecter of persons, and that there was no doubt 
as to who would have to bear the brunt of any disturbance, He said this in a manner 
which lett nodoubt that. the foreign residents were meant. Only one other member, 
however, at all supported him, and the rest made bitm stop. 

‘We replied that we were just as anxious to end a very trying situation as anyone 
cleo, only we did not exactly see what could be done. If they would make sone 
suggestion, we would consider the possibility of carrying it out. —Ijlal-el-Mulk replied 
that what’ they wanted was an armistice, during which the Basminch (Tehran) road 
should be opened and provisions allowed to enter the town, Advantage would be 
tukon of it to enter into negotiations with the Shah with a view to peace, for which 
purpose they would choose delegates, and they would at the same time communicate 
With the nationalists in gther towns, After some discussion they came to the conclusion 
thit 150 kharvars of Wheat was the daily allowance for the town under normal 
circumstances, and they undertook that if this quantity were allowed into. the town 
duily while the armistice Insted none of it should be diverted to combatants, who for the 
rest had still a sufficient supply in the hands of Satar and Bagher. 

‘These proposuls they usked us to submit to the British and Russian lega 
begging your Hxcellencies on their behalf to urge their acceptance on the Sha 
the same time to assure His Majesty that the people of Azerbaijan were only fighting 
for the ition and not in any way against him personally 

We agreed todo as they requested, but, we pointed out that such terms were not 
likely to be accepted considering the straits to which the town was known to be reduced, 
tmd we suggested that they might have some alternative proposition to 
meaninig that they aight wish us to act on their behalf with a view to obtai 
favourable capitulation, ‘They replied, however, that there was nothing else. 

Bread was very short next day; indend only a favoured few apart from the soldier 
sould ottain uny avall,” The day afer hurdly hay bakers abops were open, and erowda 
‘of women assembled in various parts of the town and had fo be dispersed by force, 
‘This was rather an ominous sign, as women are always pushed forwards to start bread 
riots.’ On the !9th again they guthered in great aumbers at a shrine, from whence 





at) 


they were dislodged after some difficulty by the persuasive eloquence of a mollah 
especially told off for the purpose. 

‘The same day I received information that the plan of attacking foreign consulates 
and houses (of which 1 had previously received warning as reported in my telegram 
No. 55 of the 28th March) was again mooted, und that Bagher Khan was again the 
leader who chiefly favoured the idea. At the same time Mr. Moore, the “ Daily News” 
correspondent whose adhesion to the nationalists I had already reported, informed me 
that lie had been sounded as to the probable effect an attack on the British and 
Russian consulates would have, and that he replied that it would inevitably. result 
ina Russian occupation and the execution of all concerned. My Russian colleague 
received much the same information from entirely separate and independent sources, 
and taking into consideration what had been told us by the Anjuman two days before, 
the desperate condition of the town, and the horror known to be felt ut the idea of its 

ng into the hands of the Shah’s troops, we did not feel justified in ignoring what 
we had heard, Tshould add that when these reports were mentioned to Satar Khan 
hie denied that he had encouraged any such plan, laying all the blame on Bagher; and 
that when some days later the latter was interrogated on the subject by a European 
friend he in his turn denied responsibility, though acknowledging that his soldiers had 
formed some such project 

On receipt of your Excellency’s telegram No, 42, I addressed a letter to the 
uman informing them that your general representations to the Shah would be made 
the morrow. ‘This I believe to have had a calming effect. 

‘The same day I informed the British subjects that, in view of the reports 
circulating of to foreigners, any of them who wished could at any time take up 
their quarters in the consulate, None of them cared to accept for the moment, though 
they had been rather Singuiated about their situation for severil days past ; but later 
in the day they addressed a telegram to His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign 
AMfuirs, in which they stated that they were iu imminent danger and that the consulate 

rd was insufficient for their protection, 

The Russi n_ subjects were in a state of panic, and crowded into the Ru n 
consulate and neighbouring houses. All the viluables from the Russian Bank were 

e] the cor istilate, which M. Miller placed ina state of defence. Guarded as 
fifty Cossacks wich two machine-guns, no attack of which the inhabitants of 
‘ uding some fedais, were capable would, in my opinion, have had any 
iaice of success; and there is such a vast space to be traversed in Persia botween 
talk and action that danger for the consulates was erat all immi it. ‘The case 
of the houses of foreign subjects was, however, different, and they wnight easily, had 
ot cireumstances altered in time, have bean pillaged by the mob as well ay the dwellings 
of the richer Persians. 

A forlorn hope in the shape of an assault on Samud Khan's positions round 
Karumelik had been arranged for the night of the 19th-20th April. Owing to the 

itable procrastination of the nationalist: leaders it did not take place till dawn on 
the 2uth nd, as the royalists: had as usual ly information of what was intended 

ad were fully prepared, it had no chance of success, ‘There were two assuulting 
parties, led respectively by Mr. Moore ind Mr, Baskerville, a teacher in the American 

Mis school, who. joined the nationalists about the same time as the for 
Both of these gentlemen behaved with the greatest pluck, but their men failed to 
support them and t! reached the royalist positions with only the merest handful of 
followers. Mr, Baskerville was shot dead, tnt Mr. Moore escaped unhurt, With 
regard to the latter gentleman it is but fair to state that, reprehensible as his conduct 
was ig fart in hostilities, his influence with the nationalists was always 

or good, and that I om indebted to him for much timely and useful 



































































































Firing continued 
assured ely in the 
‘At about 4 in th 


: 8, which wus iminediately dotie, 
and to take measures for the strict observance of the armistice on the nationalist side, 


We informed them that we proposed to sent! representatives to Ain-ed-Dowleh to press 
the sending of provisions, and we urged them at once to write to hin announeing their 
ntention of choosing delegates to treat for peace. After the first ebullition of joy over 
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the removal of their immediate apprehensions, the foolish members began to raise all 
sorta of pettifogging objections, going so far as to refuse to write to Ain-ed-Dowleh, 
because they feared he might clicht their dignity by not replying. I was finally 
compelled to tell them that if they did not write neither would we, which reduced them 

SO. 
ere ice-Coneul Stevens went to Baamiuch as my delegate, and ML. Nazarbegoff, 
the Russian tajir bashi, represented my Russian colleague. ‘They carried a letter from 
the Anjuman, as well as one from us jointly, in which we informed Ain-ed-Dowleh of the 
hah's orders concerning an armistice, and requested him to co-operate with our delegates 
ensuring the entry of an immediate supply of provisions. I am much indebted to 
Mr. Stevens for the readiness with which he accepted an unsatisfactory mission, and for 
the unhesitating way in which he set out ona dark night to pass without previous 
warning through the royalist lines, fs 

Next day the Anjuman set about choosing delegates, and, being under the 
impression that serious peace negotiations were about to begin, M, Miller and I thought 
it advisable to call on Satar Khan, and secure his co-operation, We found him rather 
depressed after the failure of his last effort against Samad Khan, but he had still 
sullicient spirits left to brag a good deal of what he intended to do rather than surrender, 
including a nination to ent his little son when other food supplies failed. In the 
ond, however, he agreed with us that in view of the representations being made to the 
Shah by the British and Russian Governments the present moment was very favourable 
for sn attempt to come to terms, and he promised not to oppose the negotiations in 
any way. 5 

the evening we received word from our delegates at Basminch that Ained- 
Dowleh denied having received any orders whatever from the Shah regarding, armistice 
or provisions, but that they had persuaded him to open the Basminch road on the strength 
of our assurtnces, ‘They further stated that though the telegraph line from Tebran 
to Bayutineh had beon working all the previous day, it was reported on the morning of 
the 21st to be interrupted, and that they therefore forwarded to us a telegram to the 
Shah from Ain-ed-Dowleh, to be transmitted by the Indo-European line, In this 
telogtain Aii-ed-Dovleh inserted both our letter to him and that of the Anjuman, and 
asked for instructions, and at the same time he pointed out that orders concerning the 
‘anmistige should be sent direct to the military commanders, We duly forwarded this 
telegram, as well as another to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. % 

‘On receipt of loney’s telegram No, 58 we at once ‘wrote to Ain-ed- 
Dowleh that the Shils had ussured the Ministers that he had again telegraphed orders 
to him to fieilitate our efforts to seoure provisions 

At midday on the 22nd [jlal-el-Mulk informed us that the troops of Sa 
1 o¢e and asked us what was to be done We replied 
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a5 a present 


sent by a private 
als, who declared that 


to the poor of Tabreex, had been ti 
i no instructions to allow provisions ‘i ,-and would not obey them 
ifthey had. ‘They had not, they said, been suffering all sorts of privations for months 
past in order to séo their prey escape them at the Inst moment. ‘This was subsequently, 
confirmed by our delegates, who also informed us that there had been an angry scene 
Hotween the royalist yenernl aud Ain-ed-Dowleh, and that the ltter had threatened to 
take himsell’ off to ‘Tehran, as no one obeyed his orders, Ain-ed-Dowleh, in a 
subseajuent letter to us, referred to the disobedience of the royalist commanders, 

‘The disappointment in Tabreez at ry great. We had already 
communicated to the Anjuman a copy of Ain-ed-Dowlel’s telegram to the Shab, 
‘and had kept them throughout fully informed of what we were doing ; but verv injurious 
things were openly suid about our motives in urging « cessation of hostilities. Our 
position hecame very unpleasint. We therefore suggested that a sufficient force of 
Ii n troops should escort provisions from Julfx and keep the road open, and we also 
Wrote a hint to Ain-ed-Dowleh that this would happen unless the Shah's supposed 
orders were executed, 

‘On this point Lam inelined to believe that the Shab never issued the orders at all, 
‘at least not in such « manner as would allow them to reach their destination, 1 under 
stand that your Hxeellency's inter 
noon, and he had till late at night to telegraph 
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telegram of the sort was handed in that afternoon to the Persian office in Tehran. 
Subsequently, on receipt of Ain-ed-Dowleh’s telegram, forwarded by us through the 
Indo-European office, ie had only to reply in the same way for his orders to reach 
Basmiuch within a few hours, yet he failed to doso, Some days after, when he knew 
that the Russian troops had crossed the frontier, he was quick énough to avail himself 
of this means of communication. 

On the 23rd my Russian colleague was informed by his Government that a foree 
of Russian troops was ordered to Tabreez, and we accordingly acquainted the Enjumen 
with the threat we had made to Ain-ed-Dowleh about opening the Julfa road by force, 
‘This led to remonstrances by Taghi Zadeh, but the Anjuman made no reply, In 
general, the coming of the Russians was looked on as the only way in whick ‘Tabreex 
could be sayed. ‘The town was now in the last extremity, many of the poorer classes 
lying exhausted in the streets, and few of them finding any food but greet i. A 
few finaties, however, egged on by interested persons, attempted to get up an agitation 

inst Russian intervention, but it never really caught on, and we heard little of it 
after we had written to inform the Anjuman of the motives of the Russian Government 
and of the purely temporary character of their military action, 

On the 24th the Anjuman entered into direct communication with the Shah, and it 
haying become known that some Russian troops had already crossed the frontier, His 
Majesty on the 25th telegraphed through the Indo office at’ Tabreez. precise orders to 

ed-Dowleh aud the royalist generals to cease hostilities, open the roads, and send 

0 WN hhe telegrams were at once sent out to Basminch, and reached 

ie same 

On the Shah's telegrat reaching Tubreez, a deputation from the Anjuman called 
ou us to ask whether the Russian troops could not be kept back for a few days, in 
onder to see if the Shah was this time serious in his good intentions, but the manner of 
the petitioners did not lead us to think that they made great point of their request 
being granted. We replied that we would report their desire, but that the matter had 
now passed entirely out of ont hands. 

For the next two or three days, until provisions came in in quantities, great 
seareity continued to prevail, and no bread whatever was baked, but the Shah's 
orders were obeyed with satisfactory promptitude, and things soon began to right 
themselves, - 

On the 29th Satar Khan called on me to express his gratitude to His Majesty's 
ernment, and then went on to the Russian consulate to do the same by M. Miller, 
When the first detachment of Russian troops arrived at the bridge that. evening, 
heat once telophoued the news to ML Miler, and offered his sorviees in any way that 
might be required, 



































































tionalists, who behaved well in prosperity, have certainly not 
y, and their conduct during the last month or two has been of a nature 
to cause deep disappointment to their warmest adinirers. ‘The Anjuinan completely 
lost their heads, were seldom of the sume mind for two days together, and. being 
ieinselves always suficiently fed, showed complete callousness towards the sufferings 
of their poorer fellow-citizens, Satar Khan towards the end lost the reputation 
for personal bravery, which he had previously deserved, and he is believed to have 
ki inking. Bagher Khan is simply an unprincipled ruffian, whose loyalty 
to the cause which has filled his pockets has long been suspected, and who is believed to 
be ready to sell himself and his bravos to the highest bidder, 
In conclusion, I should say that my relations with M. Miller have throughout 
been most cordial, and that we have found ourselves iu agreement on every point, 
conciliatory attitude towards the nationalists has already done much towards 


































sificing the suspicion of everything Russian, which was an unfortunate legacy from bis 
predecessor, 


T have, &, 
A, C. WRATISLAW. 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 45, 


Tab 





Anjunan to Consul-General Wratistaw, 


(Translation,), 


hat HUE the representatives of the Great Powers know that during the ten months 
that the revolution and siege of Tabreez have lasted whatever provisions and food were 


April 17, 1909, 
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in the town or brought in from outside were shared equally with the foreign subjects up 
ease object which we have always had in view was the well being 3 ap 
kind... But now provisions are getting short, and this scarcity will probably 

Tittle time until the rights of the nation are obtained. Therefore we 
have the honour to inform you and the other representatives of friendly nations, so that 
forthe sake of doing service to the world of civilization and humanity you may pay 
Attoution to this matter and take effective, measures forthwith so as to muke the future 
of the population generally, and foreign subjects in particular, peaceable and turn them 
to # normal existence, t 
We feel convinced that for humanit 
needful and will comply with the wishes 0 




































sake you will not refiain from doing the 
je members of the Anjuman. 
(Seal of Anjuman.) 












eS, 

Tuclosure 3 in No. 45. 
‘Mr. HF, Stevens to Consul-General Wratislaw. 

Dear Mr, Wratislay, ipril 19, 1909. 


| HAVE been ‘requested by the British community to send you a copy of a 


s Foreign Office and thy Minister at ‘Tehran. 
telegram we hve jnstaridressed to the Korelzn Olice and the Minister at Tehri, 

















Telegrom addressed to Sir Kdward Grey anit Sir G. Barclay. 


imminent 
Consular 










We British subjects, Tabreez, feel compelled advise you we are 
danyor attack upon us owing desperate situation town. Impossible leave town, 
guard utterly inadequate protect ws either in consulate or residences, 
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in No. 45. 





Tnclosure 


Consul-General Wratistaw and M, Miller to Ain-ed-Dowleh, 





sending his orders to 0} 
explicitly that he hud 
‘nd that, moreover, ho hi 

‘Tho delay in. carry 
among the inliabitants. 
into neyoti 
















Moreover, 8 
fons with you, and it is possible that these del 

wv to Bastnineh of some other suitable 
former communications, we have now the honour to request 
at Marend, Sarderud, aud 
ye food into the town, and to stop 
able to enter into 



























got ing pe 
{entions, and our sincere 
the disorders in Persia will be calmed and pea 
froin the ill-founded suspicions of the people. 












A. ©. WRATISLAW. 
A, MILLER. 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 45. 





Ainsed-Dowleh to Consul-General Wratislaw and M. Miller. 


(Pranslation.) 8 Rabi-us-Sani, 1827. 
TACKNOWLEDGE receipt of your letter of the Ist Rabi-us-Sani, Regarding 
the opening of the road to bring in provisions, the British vice-consul and the Russian 
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tajir bashi witnessed how earnestly I desired to comply with it. Tt is my desire always 
to remove difficulties and put dovn disorders in a peaceable way. As soon as I reeoived 
your first letter I prepared a telegraphic petition to the Shah, and in order to get a 
Speedy answer L handed it over to the British vieo-consul, to transmit it through the 
Indo-European line 

The line being cut there is no communication from this side, and I have got no 
answer to my telegram, : 

Keeping in view my inclination to settle things in a peaceable manner and not 
cause delay. I did not wait for the answer to my telegram or for the lines to be 
repaired, I took some steps to arrive at our essential object, but did not. succeed, for 








the commanders, who get their instructions direct from ‘Tebran, rejected my advice, 


From the beginning of this trouble they have been insaructed by the central author 
therefore they are right also not to begin anything before they get. special orders from 
As I said in my telegram, on this occasion they require a 





the Central Government, 
; my authority is limited to public aflairs, and T cannot make them obey in 
ary. 
ng the question of bringing food from Russia, for the above reasons I have 
uo obligation, and the military commanders, having réceived no orders from their 
Government, canuot change former regulations, OF course you have accepted personal 
esponsibility in taking 80 precipitant a measure without referring the matter to 
Tehran and before our functionaries receive instructions, I draw your attention to the 
i » your letter — 
vo any annoyance or put hindrances, Russian Cossucks in sufficient 
iY protect the importers of food against the wild horsemen of Karadagh,” 
is occasion to take such a ineasure is not only incorrect. and contrary to 
public law, but. will. pr ficulties, It is better to arrange with the central 
horities and obtain instructions to the commanders; otherwise I ean express 10 
mand take no step. As iny disposition is to cultivate peace, so Lam ready to do 
ny utmost within my powers. As 1 have explained, the military authorities atv only 
ibedient to orders from Tehran, and they do not feel obliged to do anything without 


permission trom the capital, 
AIN-ED-DOWLEH, 
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numbers 























Inclosure 6 in No. 45. 


Consul-General Wratislaw and M, Miller to Ain-ed-Dowleh, 





ion.) April 23, 1909, 
Mr, Chatles Stevens, British vie-consul, and M. Zacharin Nazarhegholt Russian 
bshi, write tous, your Highness, in compliance with our request, and in order to 
h the Shah gave to the Russiau and British Ministers at 
to bring food into the town from Basininch and Barinch. But 
how, at 1 P.at i ernoon, there is no sign of food coming 
These two consulates, having reliance on the Shah's promises given tv the Russian 
and Britisit Ministers, have sent the required telegrams to import food to Tabrees from 
Russia by the Julfiy road, 
Therofore, we have the honour to request you to forbid Serdar-i-Nustet (Rabim 
i Nizam to molest the importers of food coming down to Tabreez, If 
em, Russian Cossacks, in sullicient numbers to ailord protection, will do 
uties and deal with the Karadagh horsemen, 
it necessary to inform you of this, we wrote these few lines. 
A. C. WRATISLAW, 
A. MILLER. 


































Inclosure 7 in No, 45, 
Consul-General Wratislaw and M, Miller to Tabreez Anjuman. 
(Translation,) April 25, 1909. 


MIRZA MOHAMMED ‘TAGHI AGHA, the President of the Anjuman, Ijlal-el- 
Mulk, and Hadji Ali Agha called upon us to-day. After talking over several, matters, 
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red about the reason for Russian troops crossing from Julfa into Persian 

5 a reply, we gave thein the necessary details, and have now the honour to 
hem for the information of the Anjuman. Bs ores 

eine to the promise the Shah gave to the British and Russian Ministers at 
‘Tehran, it was necessary to ocase hostilities and open the roads in order to bring food 
jnio the town, but the commanders of the army did not respect the conditions of the 
dtinistice nor allow provisions to be brought in. With the savage horsemen of Karadagh 
on tho road, it cannot be opened and made safe for travellers. Therefore, the British 
Gnd Russian Governments have agreed that a sufficient force should be assigned to 
cneort the importers of food and make the road safe. At the same time this force, after 
having brought in food and opened the rond, will protest the inhabitants and foreign 
sunjecta against the outrages of the Government horsemen, who, if they enter the town, 
Will not shrink from committing every kind of outrage, When there is tranquility and 
Fecurity, this force will leave Persian territory for Russia without delay or condition, and 


without haying any claim in future. - k 
Wo ave fhstructed by our respective Governments to announce this and give 


assurances to the Anjuman. a6 WRETELE 
‘AL MILLER, 














[25129] No. 46, 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 
(No, 112.) 


Sir, Gulakek, May 26, 1909. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
rocuived from Hix Majesty's consul-weneral at Tabreez, in regard to the composition and 
total strength of the Russian foree which entered Azerbaijan at the end of April for 
the protection of forvigiors at Tabreez, and the maintenance of order on the Tabreez— 


Julfic rowd. 








T have, &e. 
G, BARCLAY. 





Inclosure in No, 41 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Sir G. Barclay, 


‘No. 18, 
Se d Tubreez, May 12, 1909. 


WITH refer my despatch, No. 16 of the 2nd instant, L have the honour to 
report that tho Russian foree which has entered) Azerbaijan is eomposed as follows :-— 











2 battalions, rifles 





eld artillory. 
howitzers. 
mountain guns, 
\y suppers. 
ine-gun detachment 
1 transport company. 






th § machine guns. 








out 4,000 men. ‘The discrepancy between these figures and the estimate 
1 Roreign Minister, is mainly due to the units being on a war instead of a 
peace fioting, and to the addition of a third battery and a machine-gun detachment. 

‘Of these, a company of rifles was originally stationed at Marend, and 300 Cossacks 
told off to patrol the roud, Subsequently, the force at Marend was increased, when 
it seemed likely that Nationalists from dulfh’ would attack the Royalists there, but 
uothing happeticd, , é 

When the troops passed through Marend on their way to Tabreez, they released 
the clerk of the Russian vice-consulate at Urumia with three Cossacks and two servants, 
iho had been imprisoned therefor « week and badly treated. Sujai Nizam, the youthful 
Governor of Marend, declared that he had arrested them, because he believed them to be 
revolutionaries in disguise, Mr. Miller subsequently claimed from him compensation 
to the amount of 2,000 tomans, whereon he fled, 
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‘This same Sujai Nizam, who is an irresponsible boy, also arrested and detained for 
several days a Turkish officer and two soldiers, who were proceeding through Marend to 
Salmas They were finally released by the Russians. 

While passing along the road near Sophia, the Russians soldiers were fired on and 
‘one man slightly wounded in the leg. ‘The villagers gave up seven Karadaghlis, who 
were obnoxious to them, as the culprits, but no evidence was fortheoming against them, 
and they were released after a few days detention, 

‘The bulk of the Russian troops are encamped on the far side of the Aji Bridge, 
between two and three hundred having been brought into the town, It is probable that 
the camp will have to be shifted before long, as the water of the Aji Chai will, be quite 
unfit to drink, even for horses, as soon as the spring floods have subsidéd, 

On the night of the 9th instant, a Russian sentry on the roof of a house near the 
Russian consulate was fired on from a neighbouring roof and severely wounded in the 

‘m, which will have to be amputated. ‘The culprit, or culprits, have not_yet been 
discovered, but my Russian colleague tells me that he suspects them to be Caucasians 
having an old grudge against the Russian troops. 

¢ Snarsky is inclined to make exaggerated demands from the town on 
account of this outtage, including an indemnity of 10,000 tomas, but Mr. Miller is 
endeayouring to reduce them. No claim has yet been presented, 

rice ke. 
A.C. WRATISLAW, 





























(25180) No. 47. 


co ngy 51% Marley o Sir Babard Grey— (Received July 5.) 
(No. 113. i 
i Gulahek, May 27, 1909. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 213 of the 7th December, 1908, respei 
the running expenses of the steam-ship “Shushan,” T have the honour to state that on 
the 15th May I forwarded to the Minister for Foreign Affairs Messrs. Lynch's account 
in this connection for the year 1908, 
ith the roply which T have now re 
the present. cir 
iswer until the time arrives for pre 




















ved from the Sand-ed-Dowleh,. 
tances T do not think it necessary to send an 
ting the next account. 
Thave, &e. 

G. BARCLAY, 





Tnclosure in No. 47. 


e Saud-ed-Lowleh to Sir G. Barclay. 
(Translation. e 
Your Exculleney, : - ‘Tehran, May 18, 1909. 

HAVE received your Excellency's note of the 15th instant respecting the income 
aid expenditure of the steam-ship ‘“Shushan,” and haye the honour to refer you to 
the statements made by my predecessors in their notes addressed to the legation, and 
to state that J concur in their opinion, 














Tavail, &e. 
SAAD-ED-DOWLEH, 





(25132) No. 48, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 5.) 


(No. 115. Confidential.) 
Sir, Gulahek, June 3, 1909. 


it 412 of the 23rd ultimo and to your reply of 
‘0. 261, I have the honour to report that at an interview I had with 
‘er for Foreign Affairs a few days ago he reverted to the question of the 
i-es-Sultan. I tld Saad-ed-Dowleh that I could give him no positive 
Ktussian colleague on the subject, but that I 


WITH reference to my telegra 

the 24th ultimo No. 261, [ have the 
the Mini 
retum of 
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could tell him that 1 personally had no objection to the Zil’s return, provided His 

Tmporial Highness were appointed Governor of Fars instead of Ispahan. He agreed 

with me that it-would be better if His Imperial Highness were given the former post, 
and said he would take an early opportunity of mentioning the matter to M. Sal 
T told my colleasue of this conversation, He seemed quite to concur 

t Dowleh approached him he expressed himself in such a 

in doubt whether he approved of the Prince’s recall 

-olson’s telegram No. 273 that 






























or tot awhile Ehad learnt from Sir s 
the Russi not altogether in favour of it, and on further con 
tion w he was distinetly lukewarm, a 





believe that the Shah did not desire his uncle's return, and that it 
Dowlch wished it, aud was anxious for the tivo legations’ support to obtain it. In these 
cireunistances, although M.Sabline would, T think, have been ready to waive such 
objections as le had to the Prince's return, it was obviously undesirable, that I should 
press him todo so. I accordingly told hin that {was indifferent in the matter, and 
Wwe agreed to say nothing unless Saad-ed-Dowleh pressed it, and if we found it nee 

» give an answer to state that. the two legations, though they would not oppose Zil-e 
could not recommend it, His fmperial Highness f course, by 
Toturning, forfeit tho gusrantees given him by M. de Hartwig and Mr, Marling, 











































“BARCLAY. 





No. 49. 


(25133) 


Sir G. Bavelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 









Gulahek, June 4, 1909. 
1 informed the Persi 

-ed-Dowleh’s 

gal i 





note in whiel 
necopting 
Bahroint at 





2p 










ng on the 





April last year 





ion to my 





good enough to leave the wording of this comnr 
nid you will sev that T made a slight ebang 
ting, the words 


the text previously 
mnot consider thi 
and, therefore, 
issue, it seemed to me 





is Majesty’s Government ¢ 
hese words, | thought, might provoke a reply 
rtane for pressing the Bahrein question to 4 
tie 








mont as fini” 
moment is inop 
otter to omit t 








T have, &e 
G. BARCLAY, 





Inclosure in ) 


Sir G. Barclay to Saad-ed-Doieleh. 


hv, May 
for Foreign Miairs 










44 copy of the note whi 1 
12th January, on the subject of the ill-treatment of a Bahreini by the deputy-governor 
of Lingah, "At the same time I reported the action, i led to the 
stitution of the note in question for the communication addressed by Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
to Me. Marling ow the th April, 1908, : 

‘Mhe Secretary of State has now expressed his appre 
instructed me to nur Excellency that His Maj vernnie 
towards the status of the Bahreinis in Persia, the attitude explained in Mr. M 
oto of the 30th March, 1908, and that they will be guided entirely by th 
of the position, should any action of the Persian authorities make representations 
necessary 




























Tavail, &c. 
G. BARCLAY, 





























25137] 





120.) 





iF, 
I HAVE the hono 


ir G. 


Barcivy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 


Gulalek, June 8, 1909, 
f a despatch which T have 





our to transmit to you herewith copy 





received from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, enclosing a communication from 


the British Ch 
the protection afforded 





nber of Commerc 





i that. place, conveying the tha 
to them during the recent disturbances. 
Thave, &e. 

G, BARCLAY, 





8 of that hody for 





Sir, 
T HAVE the hone 


instant, received by 





ckets at Bushire 
venture to forward it 





when it was, the 
A copy of this 





oreign Department, for informati 









5 indicating at all events the trend of public fecling locally 
z | fool convineod, nawiely, 








Inclosure 1 in Ni 





Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay, 


Bushere, May 13, 1909. 
our to forward a copy of a communication, dated the 11th 
from the I amber of Commerce here, 

reumstances, refrain from complying with their request 
he information of higher authority, but as I noto that, 
ignoring Russian action at Resht, suggest that the landing of 
had brought on the entry of Russian troops into Tabreem I 























had the action taken uot been taken 
ent Would have sent-a ship to protect her nationals. 
ag forwarded to the Government of India in tho 





his b 








Thaye, 

P. , Major, 

British Resident in Persian Gulf, and His Britannie 
Majesty's Consul-General for Hara, do, 











I HAVE the honon 






atain 
felt not o 
ive population 





directed a 
lives, London 


British Chamber of 








sense of 


ly by British and other European subjects, but by practically the 


property which, for 


Inclosur 





2 in No. 30. 





‘Mr. Moir to Consul-General Cox, 


ur to inform 





you that at a general meoti 
1 to convey to you an expression of the chamber's 
itude for the prompt and effective measures taken 
in Bushire since the outbreak of the 7th Apri 















of Bushire, are the only on 





es which give that sense of security. 
lays, had entirely disapps 
‘ou to send copies of this letter to the Koreign 












Commerce, Bushire, 


May 11, 1909. 





(25138) 


Sir G.B 





honour to trans 
Majesty's consul at Ali 
‘accepted the governorshi 
Haworth that the post w 






No. 31, 


Barclay to Sir Edward (rey.—(Received July 





Gulahek, June 15, 1909, 


rH reference to my despatch No. 28 of the 17th February’ Inst, I have the 
it herewith copy of a despatch which T hav 





1 Received from His 
svaz, reporting that the wali of PushticKuh has definitely 
p of Luristan, though I understand from a report from Captain 
ill not include Burujird. 













































il to do what I properly can to induce the Persian Government to 
hig new appointment. 


T shall not 


maintain the wali Tien ee 
G. BARCLAY. 








Tnclosure in No. 51. 





Yonsul Ra y to Sir G. Barclay. 
Sir, eee Ahwaz, May 12, 1909. 
” | HAVE the honour to address your Excellency on the subject of the Luristan 
road. i 
2, From information lately received from 
been offered the governorship of Lu 
epted it, 
He is reported, on 





uristan, it appears that not only has the 
tan, but also that he has definitely 














edible authority, to have already moved one section of the 
Sagwwand and settled them, for the present at least, at or near Deh Luran, and further 
to have written fo the Yam-ul-Mulk, governor of Khuramabad, and to the local Khans 
informing them that he is coming ther 
SE arte slave eed appear that he intends to try to become de facto 
nor of Duristan and reduce it to order. : 

ee or tui the enas, ik through the good offices of His Ma 
governomhip of Luristan could be continued to the wali for so 
might reasonably be hoped that good results would accrue to the P 
. Lyrite from memory, Lorimer haying taken his report away with him 
unfinished, leaving no copy hese, but as far as my memory. serves me th one of 
the walls. chicf stipulations with regard to the Luristan road that he should be 
gnaranteod the governorship of Luristan for some term of years, on receipt of which he 
Was willing to take up the road schetn 

i 1 of this promise of cont 
contrary to the policy. of Tis Majesty's Government, 
bo done towards the furtherance of a project w 
concession for which expires comparatively soon. 














sty’s legation, the 
of years, it 
road project. 








































ied governorship is possible and not 
2 of opinion that much might 
ais Tong been hanging fire, the 














ve, & 
L. RANKING, 





[25139] No, 52. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received July 5.) 

nen 18 GitahewcUune 16 
WITH reference to your despatch No, 219 of the 21th. Decom 

copies of correspondence with Mestrs, Dixon in regard to the inseeu f 
in’ Southern Porsia, Thave the honour to report that Messrs. Dixon at the same tine 
instructed their representative a ito discuss with His Majesty's consul-general 
A proposil for policing the roads similar to that submitted to you, but with, the 
differenc sugested the employment of telozraph gholims for the purpose 
instead of that of India soldie ; 
aa iitagte cared at Shama, to whom Mr, Grabiame forvarded copies of Messrs. 
Dixon's letter, and to their agent, and of his own covering despatch to me, has now 
ihe tniging the pressing necessity for introducing some adequate measures 
of living Mr. Bill, who is in agreement with Mr. Grahame as to the 
Fraley of fining sowme ineans’ of allaying the growing sense of uneasiness among, 
British and 1 miriders in regard to the trade routes of Southern Persia, 
puts forward a scheme, based on Messrs, Dixon's suggestion, that gholams of the Indo- 
Firopean ‘Helogtaph Departinent should be employed as road squards, He suggests 
the eadual establishment. by the department of « stall of well mounted and armed 
fdiolans, awhose primary object would, of eowse, be the care of the telegraph line, but 
tose presence on the road Would, in his opinion, go far to prevent the present frequent 

sure the good conduct of the tribes. He further suggests that small 
parties « ‘dholams should accompany earavans travelling ou the road at a charge 
To bo paid by the merchants interested. : on 
ithe director of the Telegraph Department, to whom T have aubmitted Mr. Bill's 








1909, 
¢ last, inclosing 
v of trade routes 























































robberies 
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despatch for his observations, points out, however, the many objections to which the 
scheme is open. He argues that, apart from the initial cost of such an undertaking, 
the maintenance of such a force would entail an annual extra expenditure of from 
6,0001. to. 7,000! a-year, which it is unlikely would be covered by charges made on 
traders claiming protection for their caravans, though Mr. Bill is sanguine that the 
scheme, when once in working order, conld become eelfeupporting: 

Mz, Barker adds that, as by its convention with the Persian Government the 
department is entitled to protection from the Persian Government, were the policing of 
the southern roads entrusted to its staff, it would to some extent abrogate its right to be 

rotected. 
le Ne elatetlamsmodien/dospatolvtl hope fovdieausanrtinlujan Comyn tistcamee th 
his approaching visit to ‘Tehran, the question of the insecurity of the southern roads, 
and I shall then have the honour to address you again on the subject, 
T have, &e. 
G, BARCLAY. 





(25140) No. 53. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) ¢ 


(No. 123.) 


y Gulalek, June 16, 1909. 
epatch No. 106 of the 20th ultimo, the Shah, in response to 
the demands of the nationalists, dispatched telegram to the ulema of Kerbela 
and Nejef informing them of the re-establishment of'a constitutional régime, 

T have now the honour to transmit herewith copy of w despatch whieh 1 have 
roovived from His Majesty's consul-genoral at Bagdid in rogue to the reply of the 











ulema, 
T have, &e, 
G, KOLAY. 
Tnelosure in No. 53, 
Consul-General Ramsay to Sir G. Barclay, 
Sir, 


4 j Bagdad, May 81, 1909, 
1 HAVE the to submit for your Excelleney’s information the follo 


5 raikeyitorete Garesnnte fi i i 
«xtracts from my diary to the Government of India for the week ending the 8 Ist May, 












consul, Kerbela, reports that the Persian consul-zeneral went to Nejet as 
special telegram from the Shah to the ulema, in which it is understood 
to obtain the mypport of the lem, The eonsngoneral. has 

: § hat as he passed through Kerbela he hud a 
ued Mishkat-ul-Atibba arrested, flogged, and thrown into the Turkish guol, 
wnce he was sent to Bagdad on his way to Persia, ‘The consul:yenoral said 
on the orders of the ulema, Tt is said that the ulema haye ordered 

; 0 bs ed fiom Kerbela to. Persia, ‘The mutessarif is said to have 
thanked the Persian consul-general for his action, as it showed that neither of them had 
royalist sympathies, ‘The vice-consul has seen'a copy of the reply which the ulema 


‘ote to the consul-general with referenes to the Shah's telegram, ‘The substance of 














ten pe 








“The telegram you brought notifies th 
has already been published ; still the 
Which are endorsed by acts, Prom 


introduction of constitutional: law, and it 

ns that the best of words are those 
have repeatedly been broken have 
ho stir up strife are still in Tehran; royalist 
lish troops are on Persian soil; the military 
aphs, and other departments of Government have not been handed 
sree fe reeponsible Ministers; there is & censorship on telegrams, and there are other 
atters which we have discussed with you verbally, All this is opposed. to the state- 
fats contained in the telegram. You should report exactly to the Shab what we 

said. All this should Le altered, aud the constitutional law should be introduced 

[1665) i 
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letter and in spirit, A temporary Cabinet should be formed of members of the 
former Parliamentary Government and of persons who enjoy the confidence of the 
nation, ‘The nation requires some assurance that promises will not again be broken, 
How ean we give effect to the telegram until we hear from the provinces that the 
‘constitution isa reality? Proverb: *He who second time tries that which he has 
already proved (und fitind wanting) is sure to repent.” 




















Seyed Abdulla, the President of the first Persion Parliament, has avri 
Kerbela. ‘The shops were closed in honour of the occasion, and the Seyed was given 
great reception, headed by Seyed Mohammed Bakir, Tabatabayi, one of the Teading 

jtehids of Ker! 








T have, &e. 
J. RAMSAY. 








(25141) No: 


Edward Gi 





G. Barelay to Sir —(Received July 





ose) Gilahek, June 16, 190 














EXCEPT for the arbitrary 
lowered the credit of the Anglo-Russian agreer 
Tocal agents in Azerbaijan an opportunity to incre 
course of events during the 5 has very noteworthy develop- 
ments, ood progress has, however, been mac ution of our programme 
for the restoration of constitutional 20 nit, and there is good reason to hope that 
in the course of the next fey days an clectoral law, which should satisfy the most 

jittee formed for the purpose, will be 

promulgated, and a date fixed for tho elections for the Assembly. ‘There Have be 
dissensions in the Cabinet due generally to the mist /-Dowleh, and 
particular the jealousy between him and Per Minister of the Interior, 
J-ed-Dowleh’s masterful charaeter and Pe 0's vanity, given also the 

n ordinary Persian faculty for intrigue possessed hy both, complete harmony 
rot to ho expected ina Minisixy of which both were members. It was realised at 
Lino tHe tivo loggations suggested its composition that it would be difficult for some 
jnembers toagree. A more harmonious Cabinet might heen got together, 
nuld have licked any element of strength or courage, and it is these elements 
Cunbodied in Saad-ed-Dowleh whieh have enabled the present Ministry so far to 
siiperintond, not uusuccesstully, the execution of the prow which it is hoped will, 
Hofore long, lead to the assembling of V ait. It is unfortunate that Nasr-ul-Mulk 
aus not heen available at this juncture. Had he been able to take up his post as 
president of the Council he would have se is a check on Saad-ed-Dowleh, thus 
Initigating one of the chief causes of friction, and, what is moro important, le would. 
have gained for the Cabinet the confide iilists, who, despite the progress 
which has been made towards the re-establishment of parliamentary government, 
cannot. bring themselves to believe that any good can really come of a Ministry 
itrolled by Saad-ed-Dowleh, ‘This distrust has been accentuated by Gene: 
ness at 'Tabrees, which has aroused great indignation 
ailists, who, know t Russia, are 









activity and influence, the 














































of it 
hut it 



































































inh to retain the 
n_ influence every act of 
is particularly the ¢ 
placing of the policing 
der Colonel Liakhoff. The latter 
ad my entire approval, and has resulted in a 
otablo improvement in the state of public security in the capital. ‘The appointment 
of Ma-ed-Dowleh was doubtless made at Russian suggestion, but it was de in the 
Intorest of order, and it remains to be seen whether the views of the two consuls- 
not correct, ies that the appointment is in Tabreez only unpopular among 
¥ section of the inabitants. 
‘Taking stock to-day of the results of the 































‘ecution of the programme of the two 
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Powers, so far as it has yet gone, we find that it has not yet, produced any great 
amelioration of the general situation, Tt is true that the reactionary clique which 
surrounds the Shah, and whose activity was a source of constant terror to the 
ationalists of the capital, is now no longer in evidence. Amir Bahadur Jang. has, 
eed, formally announced to the leading Nationalists that he has followed the 
uple of his Sovereign and himself hecome a constitutionalist ; and it is also true 
that the danger of the Bakhtiaris in Ispahan and the revolutionaries at Kazvin 
marching on Tehran: which was at one time believed to be imminent, is now probably 
remote, ‘Though, however, Semsem-es-Sultaneh had at one time disbanded a large part 
of his force, a number of his men have now been recalled to Ispahan owing to the 
continued presence of the Shah's troops at Kashan, who eannot be withdrawn or 
yaniled, for want of funds ; and though a number of the Kazvin revolutionaries have 
left for the north, Sepahdar, notwithstanding that the Government have appointed him. 
vernor of Ghilan and Mazanderan, and that the newly appointed governor of Ka: 
s arrived at his post, still stays in Kazvin or its neighbourhood with a good number 
of followers under arms. ‘This force continues to be in some degree a menace to the 
capital, and with the suspicions felt as regards every act of Saad-ed-Dowleh, and with 
the deepsented distrust of whieh the Shah is the object it will o di i 
to disarm, 
Of other towns which are prominent centres of the Nationalist movement, or where 
the state of public order has of lato given cause for anxiety, Bushire and Bunder Abbas 
one, under the strong hand of Darya Beggi, have retuned to normal conditions. 
For the rest, Resht is still in the liands of tho Nationalist, Committee, while 
alidar, as mentioned above, remains at, or near, Kazvin, Meshed is reported to be 
ie of complete: nd the same may be said of Kerman, and in a less 
of Yezd. Shiri, which wider the incompetent rule of Assefed-Dowleh, is a 
y to the rivalry of local factions, seems to bo porpetually on the verge of disorders, 
‘Tho state of the roads in the south could not be worse, though the Baklitiari route is a 
eonspieuous exception, with the result that it is favonred by traders, to the serious loss of 
Bushire, whe uistom receipts have dwindled almost to vanishing point. In the 
north Tabre ns in the occupation of the Russian troops, and, thong itis intended 
torwithdraw a considerable portion of these at an early date, this may be: delayed 
ow attar Khan's and Bagher Khan's having taken asylum, with their followers, 




































































































at the Turkish eonsnlate-gen It is to be hoped that. these troublesome national 
heroes can be induced to leave Tabreez, Compulsion would, of course, bo undesirable ; 





ut until they leave the Turkish consulate-general, where their presence is tantamount 


to a demonstra under Turkish protection, against the presence of the Russian 
troops, the withdrawal of the latter would havo the appear 
vurkey. In the ro ni the situation is as ba 






















escort is being 
ey to show that 
ish encroachments 


tay be restrained by joint x 
It was, of course, ne 





a détente, and that expectation has been fulfilled, It remai 


1s tobe seen 
coming const 


J 1 government will be able to quiet the forves of 
disorder which have ja ich strength during: the late corrupt and impotent régime, 
If ittconduets itself reasonably, and, in particular, ib shows a desire and. sets to work 
sensibly to reorganise the finaeial administration, I presume that the Powers will 

wilitate for it adequate pecuniary assistance, It should then have within its reach 
funds, which the present Ministry totally locks, but. whi ibsolutely necessary if 
the Government ith the prevailing chaos. 


All the pre: ine 1 straits is to select the best men 
wailable as provincial governors, and trust to them to improve matters by their 


influence. Phe 100,000L which Russia is about to advance will be employed to. pay olf 
number of unnecessary troops and to mect urgent arrears. . ‘This manner of using the 
taoney is the most useful at the present juncture, but I trust that when the time comes 
to furnish our share of the advance agreed upon by the two Powers we shall soo our 

to insisting on its use for more positive methods of combating the disorder. A 
substantial portion should, I venture to submit, be earmarked for starting some system 
of road guards to secure order on the southern routes, the present. condition of which is 
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tuining our trade in Persia; but on this subject I hope to address you further after T 
have had the advantaye of consultation with Major Cox, whom I expect in Tehran next 


month, 
Thave, &c. 
G. BARCLAY. 








(25142) No, 55. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 
». 125.) . 





Gulahek, June V7, 1909, 
furenice to previous correspondence, I haye the honour to forward a 
h L have this day signed with the Persian Government placing the 
rvision of the Arabistan telegraph lines under the Indo-European 
ment till 1945, and prolonging the telegraph concessions held by that 
sia until the same di also enclose copies of the notes exchanged 
siwultancously with the signature of the convention recording that the arrangement 
requites the ratification of the Assembly. ‘ ‘ 

Tt will be observed that the share in the cost of the construction and maintenance 
of the Arabistan lines to be borne by the department is fixed at 5,000/, towards the 
construction and 300 a-year towards ‘the maintenance, which is cousiderably less than 
the departinent. was prepared to apend, ‘The credit for this satisfactory arrangement 
bulongs to the director of the Persian section of the department and to Mr. King- Wood, 
who Tniye conducted the negotiations with the Minister of ‘Telegraphs with much skill 

nd patience. I should also wish to accord my appreciation of the sensible and 
conciliatory spirit shown throughout by the Minister of Telegraphs, Mukhber-ed-Dow 
Unfortunately he was not allowed a free hand, but met with much obs from 
certain mombers of the late Cabinet, the stupid and reacti Minister of Finance, 





"witlt : 
convention wh 
control and. sup 









































































Kavomed-Dovleh, in particular, Had it not been for the ignorant and corrupt 
1 obstruction of this Minister, the convention would have be ied. on hs ago, 
when there would not have been the same uecessity for ther 
| as the constitution had not been restored, though the Ministers: n 








conelusion of th ment would doubtless have be 
Meajliss for haying consented to the prolongation of cone 
tho ation 














Thave, &e. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 55. 


Anglo-Persian Convention, signed June \7, 1909. 


















Anmicue 1, 





‘TO finprove the telegraphic communication between Boras 
and Borazjoon and Diztul it is arranged that fh the date of this agreement until 

y, 1945 the above-mentioned telegraph lines shall be under the control and 
aunts va u of the B Government telegraph officials now controlling the intes ional 
ives in Persia, 

























AnricLe 2, 


‘Tho British Government agrees to pay for the cost of the construction and the 
establishment of the above-mentioned lines, such as irow posts, wire, insulators, &., 
y be required, up to 5,001, and also to pay an annual sum of 300/, on account 

ice of the above-mentioned lines, and the pay of s mechanician up to the 

y Other expenses, such ns the changing of the wooden posts 
‘and the annual expenses of the maintenance of the above-mentioned lines, 
in excess of the 4,000, aud the annual aniount of 3002, shall, after the completion of the 
work, and the submission of the accounts, be paid gridually to the British Tel 
Department by the Persian Government, 
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ARTICLE 3, 


In retura for the expenses incurred gratis by the British Government, and referred 
to in article 2 for the construction and maintenance of the above-mentioned lines, the 
Persian Government agrees to consider the following conventions to be in force and 
binding up to Ist January, 1943 :— 





‘The Telegraph Convention of the 2nd April, 1868, 
The Telegraph Convention of the 2nd December, 1872 
The Telegraph Convention of the 16th August, 1901, 


Arricte 4, 





‘The pay of the telegraphists, and other workmen, such as gholams and ferrashes, 
batteries and instruments, and the hire of telegraph offices, will be borne by the Persian 
Telegraph Department, 





Anricne 5. 


joGunede and talgraph ghsluns, who must be Persians, wil be fequited fo the 
maintenance of the above-mentioned lines; the control and payment of these will be i 
the hands of the director and British staff eae ae 





AnricLe 6, 





: er to ensure the proper working of these telegraph lines the British director 
will be at liberty to station British telographists, av the expense of the British Govern: 
ment Telegraph Department, at any telegraph office on the above-mentioned lines which 
he may consider necessary. 


ARTICLE 7, 
In case of necessity, and with the permission of the Persian Gov 


Department, the British Government ‘Telegraph 
mentioned lines at their eastern ext 


ernment Telegraph 
mity to the line between Tehran and Bus 





AnmicLe 8, 





If the British Government Te graph De i ii i 
s Telegraph Department considers it necessary it ci 
its own expense, add a second line for its own use to the abovementioned Ine st 








ARTICLE 9, 








of the above- 
British Telegraph 
British Government 





‘The Persian Government agrees nut to employ in the telegeaph off 
ioned lines, without the concurrence of th chiets te 


Department, anyone except P i 
Depa anyone except Persian subjects or members of the 
Tilograbh Depaeenent = 





AxmicLE 10, 


Iv is agreed that, should the Persian Gover i fi 

hat, should the Persian Government in the future 
above-mentioned lines in any direction, the co-operati : 
Department in the construction and mai 





i wish to extend the 
‘ tion of the Indo-European Telograph 
intenance of such extension will be asked for, 


Done at Tajriche in duplicate on the 17th June, 1909, 


(Sealed) G. BARCLAY, 
(Sealed) DJEVAD, SAAD-ED-DOWLEH. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 55. 
Copy of Note signed by Sir G. Borclay and Saad-ed-Dowleh.. 


enc) June 17, 1909. 
Youn EPA che honour to state to your Excellency that it is fully understood 
between us that the gonvention fora telegraphs line between Borszjoon and olammerah 
tid between Borazjoon and Dizful, which your Excelleney and I have signed together, 
will require the approval of the Porsian National Assembly. 
Tavail, &. 
. ’ G BARCLAY, 
JEVAD, SAAD-ED-DOWLEH. 














(25143) No. 56. 
Siy G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 


Ge rae Gulahek, June V7, 1909. 
‘THIB elvetoral law was completed by the committee of twenty 

elborate it on the LOth instant, aud was presented to the Shah on the 1 

vot teevived His Majesty's approval. 

‘The persons chiefly responsible for the meast 





h, but has not 








® Mushir-ed-Dowleh, Mo 
















ul-Mu 1-Dowleh, Farman Parma, Hussein Kuli Khan ) jawab, and Mustashar-el- 
pow ow law provides for 120 members of Parliament, in place of 186 decreed by 
the lw of the 8th September, 1901 KE ng which in 1906 were di nd on # class 















cd. The el to choose 
t them in Pa nt, and the 





basis are now indirect, and the class basis, 
threo times the number of persons eventually to 
Colloge of Blectors thereby formed will elect one f ber hy vote to go to 
the Hous Ih province is divided into electo victs, with a specified muniber of 
rupraentatives to be clioson hy the inhabitants of that district qualified to vote. ‘Those 
Chosen in this manner will meet in the capital of the province, and in their turn choose 
from among themselves those to be sent to Parliament, Although it is stipulated th 
tho depntios need not 1 jy be natives af the provine them, they must be 
on therspot to be clocted. in the first instance, bat when vacancies occur throngh death 
on resignation they may y persons, tlot necessarily natives of the province they 
Seen a vateatet 1 Assumbly tel. “In shevay es it wil 
repossible to. have majority of persons trom ‘Tehran or embly. 
Patent to begin at ‘Nota, Fareatter the regulations have received the Shah's 
approval, and in the provinces five after their receipt. — 

The qualifeations fir the electorate are of the usual kind as to age, sex, &e., and 
include: provision for w certain stake in the land. E 

‘Mh deputies are not required to have any fixed means, but the usual qualifications 
fire Taidl doyni as in the last eleotoral Lays. ; 
iw National Assembly is to open as Soon as one-third of the deputies are present, 
of two years, which period will begin when Parliament 































































and they are elected tor a 
opens. 





ation of salary of the deputies is left to the Assembly to decile upon when 
anses for the deputies from the provitces to the capital and 










ed at the elections, 
authorities and local 
The 





councils pro 
‘electors are to obt 
voto, after living satis 
Jnr ann appointed day the 
Al College int accordance with the rewul 
Another innovation provides for rep 
Bahktinri, Shahseven of Azerbaijan, Kash : 
Avah tribes), and the Turkomans, who are to have one deputy each. 
Jose connmunitis also to have « deputy each : Chald 
Armenians of bi Jews, and Parsee: 








mntral conn 
nunittee that 

















principal tribes, 

f Fars (known as 

he following 
zerbuijat 
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Although a copy of the electoral law, as presented to the Shah, is in my possession 
ane has been translated, I will refrain from transmitting it for the present, as some 
change may yet be made. 

The Shih on the 15th instant made the following observations on the measure :— 


1. The idea of giving representatives to the tribes was, in His Majesty’s opinion, 
likely to lead to trouble, as each tribe is divided into numerous subdivisions olten not on 
very good terms with each other, 

An article stipulates that at the end of the two years’ session the electorate may, 
they so desire, re-elect any of the old members, ‘This His Majesty finds fault. with, 
int it has been pointed ont to him that there is no means of preventing the election of 
firmer members of Parliament, or, in fact, of influencing the electorate by any clause in 
ww which would not be a violation of the constitution, or by the omission 

The Shah no doubt had in his mind his old objection to seeing men like 
id-ed-Dowleh, and his followers, re-elected to the second Parliament, but 
possible, to preventit, My Russian colleague has sineesent a 

ig him to accept the law’ without reserve, and His Majesty 
that he would withdraw his objections and sign the lnw forth 


























ssage to the 5! 
ated yestentay, in reply, 
with as it stood. 








Anattempt will be made by the Cabinet to bring about the simultaneous opening of 
nate us provided for in the constitution of the 30th December, 1906 (article 
So far some resistance has been manifested against a tentative attempt to raise the 

and article 44 of the constitution of 1906 is quoted as an obstacle in the way, 
‘article, which runs as follos 


















but this 





“The regulations of the senate must be approved by the National Assembly,” 







es not rel 
have to be d 





regulations whieh will 
drawn up for the last 
according. to the prov 
1 enacts that. thirty members must be e 
hran and fifteen for the provinces—the remaining 

of whom half from ‘Pelran and half from the 












ances, 


Thave, &c. 
G, BARCLAY. 





25145) 4 No. 57, 


Sir G, Bavelay to Sie Edward Grey.—( Received July 





125.) 


Gulihek, June 18, 1909, 


1 HAVE the honour tot erewith the usal monthly summary of events 


1 Persia fh 





nsmit 
the pust four weeks, 





T have, &o, 
G, BARCLAY, 










Tnelosure in No. 57. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia during the past four weeks, 





Tehran, 





principal ey 





of the four weeks under 1 





were the completion of the 







lectoral Inw on the 10th instant, and the discussion between the Persian Government 
and the Rus: 






an Iegation conee 
ft with fully in sep spate 
2 Colonel Liakhoft has beéu entrusted with the duty of policing the town of 
chrin and the summer quarters. known hemean” “The result has been that 
sas buen well maintained ‘The proximity, of the Shah’s new camp at: Sultai- 
stabad to the village of Gulahek has not been without inconvenience, Incidents of a 


Russ 





an advance of 100,000/. 1 





hese questions 





have been 
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more or less trivial character have occurred through the want of discipline among the 
Silakhori irregulars under Amir Bahadur Jang who still remains at the Shah's side. 

3, There has, unfortunately, not been complete harmony among the members of 
ew Cabinet, one of whom, Motamin-ul-Mulk, has tendered his resignation. ‘The 
British and Russian legations found it necessury to urge spon, Fennan Fetma, the 
Minister of the Interior, the desirability of solidarity in the Cubinet, and their advice 
had a good effect, 

4, The Ain-ed-Dowleh with a considerable portion of the Royalist forces. lately 
before Tabrevz, arrived in Tehran on the 9th June, Ain-ed-Dowleh called on the Shah 
the following day. He is not likely to play any political part for some time at 
any rate, 

5, The Arabistan telegraph line convention was signed on the 17th June, subject 
to the eventual approval of the National Assembl 

6, Iwo British naval officers, Messrs. Smithi 
to elran, vit Ispahin, in April and May. ‘Though the guards promised by the 
Bakhtinti chiefs for the joumey from Ahwaz to Tehran were not forthcoming they 
found the roud quite safe and were not molested anywhere 

7. ‘The Russian legation guard now consists of one second lieutenant of the 
Labinsky Kuban Cossacks, and thirty-three Cossacks drawn from three different 
roginents, 

































nd Adams, travelled from Ahwaz 














G. P. CHURCHILL, 


Tabrees, 





On the 19th May Hix Majesty's consul-general at ‘Tabrees reported that, since the 
of the Nationalists’ barricades, the Russian military authorities had shown 
y to int internal affairs of the town. ‘The author of the shooting 
outrage on “the Russian sentry had, it was believed, been discovered, though the 
enquiry had not been concluded, Meanwhile no furth 
to be pressed beyond the 8,000 tomans already pid. 
‘The Caneasian feduis had almost all left the town or qc 
ument hid taken place, aud, though many weap. 
houses, yet for some days past no armed 
police of Ijlal-uleMulk, the viee-zove had b 
reer were still very nervous regard 
on. thei ‘Yhe Deli 


genctally 





blowing 
Tess tendens 











demand for an indemnity was 








ie into hiding. A general 
were probably concealed in 
pt Russian soldiers and the 
the streets. ‘The people of 
ns, and suspicious of every action 

the town is reported as being. 
















men, ¢ 














y Increased. 


Khan w 















lined to 
as evident that 
muble, and His Majesty's 
mor, who would be superior to 
who is generally considered to be 






the orders of the deputy-governor, It 
Khan were both disposed to give t 
xcneral stated that the arrival of a strong g 
nfluences, was very desirable, Alaed-Dowh 











const 
focal 

















fone of the strong men” in has now been appointed. His Excelleney is at 
this moment. xt Charlottenburg in’ Germany, and. bas. te raphed accepting the 
‘appointment, He will come to ‘Tehran before proceeding to his new post. 






At the end of May an untortunate in 
of the Russian authorities in Tabree: 





ident occurred in connection with the doings 
who appear to have been ud to take too 
active « part in local af ral Russian subjects: yw sted, including one 
who had been an ac he Nationalist Assemb! 
shown to the Russian Government. The 
the part they had plas ed in the reces 

anixioty among the P i 

Persian i_and the blo 


















ted by the arrest of a 
us up of his house, and by the claim presented by the 
Russians ayainst Sattar Khat and Bagher Khan for pecuniary eoinpensation for 
damages done to the Russian road, and for which they, in their capacity as nationalist 
leaders, were to be held responsible, Both of thent sought refuge at the Turkish 
consulate-general, with certain other notables, and were taken under Turkish protes: 
tion, and it was more than probable that the movement was encouraged. by. the 

h consul-general, ‘The ‘Turkish chargé affaires denied this, but maintai 
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that the bast had taken place, owing to the arbitrary measures taken by the Russian 
nilitary authorities, It was at one time proposed that it should be suggested to 
Sattar Khan and Bagher Khan that they should proceed on a pilgrimage, in order to 
keep out of the way for the present, This would, however, have looked too much like 
an expulsion, and the suggestion was accordingly dropped. Both of the men continue 
for the present to remain in bast at the Turkish consulate-general. ‘ 

Reports show that there has been renewed Turkish activity in the frontier districts, 
and the local consular officers seem to have been busy extending ‘Turkish protection to 
‘Turkish subjects. One of these, Peter Ellow, consular agent at Unmia, is a notorious 
Nestorian swindler, who is “ wanted” by the police of British Columbia on a charge of 
obtaining money by false pretences under the alias of “the Rev, J. A. Day, D.D.” 
Lately, at Urumia, he has been making a comfortable income by the sale of certificates 
of Tu protection, which he has been endeavouring to induce both villagers and 
townspeople to apply for, 

As regards the lite nationalist rising in the Salmas and Urumia districts, the facts 
appear to be that Said-ul-Mamalek, who is already nationalist governor of Salmas, came 
to Crumia on the 13th April and took over the administration, Ho remained in power 
some five weeks and kept fairly good order. But the heavy contributions he levied on 
the wealthier citizens were unpopular, and in the middle of May another revolution was 
engineered by a local fedai leader who, calling some Kurdish auxiliaries to his 
assistanice, compelled Siid-ul-Mamalek to retreat hastily toSalmas. The ‘Turks profited 

the general disorder to encroach further on Persian territory, 

On the 28th May Mr. Wratislaw reported that Turkish soldiers wey in occupation 
of Kutehi at the foot of tlie puss and on the high road between Urumin and Salmas, 
They had also summoned the inhabitants of the Karabagh district on the promonto 
the east of Kutehi to submit, but the latter had refused, and said they would resist any 
Turkish advance, 

On the 7th June Mr. Wratislaw reported that forty Russian infantry were under 
orders to procred to Urumia to serve as an escort to the Russian vice-consul there, ‘This 
force was to protect Russian and, i «all foreign subjects, buv their instructions 
were to avoid interfering in local affairs, 


On the 11th June Mr. Wratislaw reported that an alfray had taken place at 
Dilan, the capital of Salmas, between Turkish soldiers and Nationalists arising out of 
attempt on the part of the Turkish consul for Khoi, then xt Dilman, to protect 
local Kurd from the Persian authorities. Several casualties occurred on both sides, and 
ally, on the news that sho Kurds wens approaching, the nationalist govornor Me and 


the population agreed to submit to the Turkish consul 

Str G. Barclay communicated the above information to the Turkish chargé daffiires, 
who told him that he had no direct news of the incident, but said he had recommended 
his Government to send a commission to enquire what was going on in the district, 
Sadr-ed-Deen Bey subsequently informed Sir G. Barclay that the tribes had attacked 
the Turkish guard at Khoi, and that, in view of the inabi lity of the Persian Govern- 
ment to prevent incursions across the frontier, « small movement of Turkish troops 
towards that place had taken place. He added that the object of the Porte was to 

tore onder in the districts and to protect Turkish and other subjects, 
BR. 


Resht, 


Sepahdar, lately in command of the nationalist forces here and at Kazvin, has been 
appointed governor of Ghilan aud Muzanderan. He is said to intend leaving Kuzvin 
for Resht shortly. The nationalist force at Kazvin remains under arms, and is likely to 
do s0 until the National Assembly meets, 


Asterabad. 


Tt appears that the Turkomans, having done all that the Shah wished them to do, 
were requested to disperse, but some of them were dissatisfied at not. having received 
the money they were promised. ‘They consequently resorted to robbery, and are 
reported to have plundered four villages, one of which they burnt, A fifth village, 
Kalander Mahaleh, repulsed the Turkomans after several hours’ fighting. ‘The grant 
of the constitution was notified to .the people, and was received with expressions 
of joy. Considerable friction, however, still exists between Royalists and Nationalists, 


[uc65) L 
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Meshed, 





1, Rukn-ed-Dowleh, on reappointment as governor-general, left Tehran for Meshed 
in the first week of June. a 

2. On the 13th May the Shah telegraphed that the original constitution was 
restored. People paraded the streets, but there was no idea of praising His Majest 
Tt was ktiown that the two Powers had forced the Shah to take this step, and everyone 
was sceptical of the result, At his Russian colleague's request Major Sykes agreed to 
have w meeting with the two leading priests, at which the situation was to be explained 
in accordance with the instructions of the two legations, ‘The priests, however, declined 
to mect Prince Dabija, and the meeting fell through. 

3, M_Yakovley, of the Russian consulate-eneral, ha 
Meshed, He is succeeded by the acting diplomatic agent « 

4, A large party of Atub pil 
reported that near Meiomai, son 
‘Tureomans, and forty: their num 
400, linus was also taken, ‘This. is contir 
Tehrun-Mushed telegraph 
Meiomai and drove away all the camels and cattle they could 
numbered about 300, 

3. Inthe Nishapur district Gholam Ali, a wellsk 
‘was conuitting robberies during the latter half of Ma 

6, ‘Telerans from His Majesty's consul state t 
rate to kill the Ki ‘and i lea 
the 7th June there was « imurder in the local 
urdored, here wi 
Hi sFune an attack 9 
Majesty's cons 

































ing become insane, has lett 
Askhabad. 




































on the 4th June an attempt was 
1 oflcial was murdered in his house. On 
bly, and the Be also 
both of which were st 
es made ou the house of the chief of pe 
neral. About forty shots were fired, bu 















Turbal 





ayderi, 





1. ‘The following movements of Russian cossucks are reported: on th 
iglit atvived trom Karez, four for Birjand, and four for Kerman, 

tom Seistan en route to Meshed, “On the 9th May two 

On the 15th May five arrived from Meshed for Seistan, and on the 16th May 
three from Bunder Abbas f - 

2, Dr, Otto, the newly 
27th April. 





26th Apr 
On, the 5th 
















shed, 
appointed Russian viee-consul fy 








1 May: copy of the Shab's proc 
titution was posted on the wate of the town, 





were absolutely 


4, On the 17th May Moluummed Khan, of Dowletabad, w 
took refuge in the consulate, Sian Khan 





1 two of his relatives, 
lah, with a party of Turks and 
to have found much treasure in it, and 













Seixtun, 





_ 1. His, Majesty's consul left Seistan on the @rd April for M 
is expected at ith 

2, Mr, Howson reported: that 
caravan whieh passed through Alialsad 
Hirjanil-Seistan road, ‘They stripped tlh 


hed and Birjand, He 

























During April 3441 cases dat the consular hos 











i ; were t pital. Captain 

Hunter perforined sixty: operations, some patients eoming frou Herat, 
4, The people of Seistan generally have, unde the Meshed 

Assembly, ceased to pay revenue tot nd Hissam-ed-Dowleh 






appears ta have tried to maintai 





but with little success, 
CBS. 
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Isprhan. . 


During the latter part of May the dissensions among the Bakhtiari Ihans at 
Ispahan oontinned, and though it was decided to disband their forces in view of the 
Shah's concessions, and this measure was indeed in part carried out, a false report, to the 
effect that the Shah's forces at Kashan had received orders to march on Tspahan, 
produced a reversal of this decision, and some 200 horsemen who had left Ispahan were 
recalled, It is, however, probable that the khans will shortly return to their own 
country, with the exception of Serdar Assad, who proposes to remain in Ispahan until 

wal of a governor, and then to proceed to ‘Tehran for the elections, 

ansiety has been felt by British firms at Ispahan on account of the probable 
rity of the Ahwaz road consequent on the rivalry between the factions of Semsun- 
ianeh and Serdar Mobita 


E. F. G. 


Yezd. 


and M, Wabhnann left Yezd av the end of April. A local notable, 

a case in which Dr. Pugin's Armenian clerk was 

e received « telegram from the Prime Miuister (Nuib-es- 

thanking: his efforts in aid of a subject of “our good friend Germany,” 

Dr, Pugin denied any connection with the proposed German Bank, but admitted that 
his Minister had quested in to make a fe inguiris relative thereto, : 

2. News of the ion by the Shah was very coldly received, 
the general opinion being that the Shah was only trying to gain time, One iden was 
that the itution had been granted to induce people to pay revenue; this done, it 
would be withdrawn, 

aravan for M 


all roads to Yezd con 
command of the road 


less to Koop onde 
in reply to whic 


Kerman. 


1g been dismissed and Nizam-e4-Sultaneh appointed governor, 

Int not having yet left the town is in a chuotic condition, there being no 

to appeal to. Early in May Hajji Ibrahim Naib took refage in the consulate, 

hut subsequently left on being appointed to change of the town. ‘Telegraphing on the 

Nth June His Majesty's consul reported that the state of the town and district was 

very serious and that the leading men of the town threatened to take refuge in the 

consulate as they could get no auswer to their complaints to ‘Tehran, In answer 

to representations, Suud-es-Sultaneh lias promised to hasten Niaun-es-Sultaneh’s 

departure 

Colonel Von der Flass when at Bam tried to obtain admission to the fort, but 

without success. 


Kermanshah, 


-ed-Dowleh lias been appomited governor, ‘The local assembly, which was 
ig the former constitutional régime, has resumed its sittings, but rather to 
ilisenss affairs and policy than for purposes of government, 
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is remained quiet, the nationalist force expected from Kazvin not 






hah-Hamadan 
now open again, 

4, Captain Haworth has been granted leave on medical certificate and starts for 
Europe shortly, Captain Crossle, LMLS,, officiating for him. 





ad, which was closed for a while owing to the 









Shiraz. 


1, Soulet-ed-Dowleh lias remained the dominant factor in the Shiruz situation, 
Majesty's Consul visited him on the 2nd May, at his invitation in his camp some miles 
from Shiraz, and discussed several pending matters of no great importance. As regards 
intentions he was very guarded, and confined himself to expressing his strong 
desire to keop out, of the turmoil of Shira polities, He spoke bitterly of the Qavamie, 
using them of hereditary and incurable bad faith, and also stating that their power 
since they had been reduced to flattering the chiefs, and 
oushow a nomad you're afraid of him, it’s all up with you.” He also spoke very 
inst the Mullahs, and Inughed at the present local assembly of Shiraz, which 
he sa irregular, As regards himself and his tribe, he declated that he could 
put the Bushire road in perfect order ina month, but that it wold cost inoney, which 
he could not: be sure of recovering from the Shah or the assembly. Consequent 
proposed to get away ftom Shir as quickly as, possible, and take! no. part. in po 
reyaul Keoping the Kashgai as quiet as possible, In'this last respect. it, mbst. be 
admitted that: he has reason to congratulate himself, the behavour of the tribe as a 
whole during this migration having been remarkably good, and there ean be little doubt 
that Soulet's attitude hie could adopt in his own 
able moderation and. for 
inn it ag 

ed tyminst his camp. from 
previously formed by Mr, Bill 
the hendship of the Arsals with the Quy 































































wzuage tended to. con 
unieh, secre i 















) ni family. inte neigh 
Vourhood of Shiraz ubout the 10th May, apparently intending to proceed to his rat 
quarters, He received extraordinary attentions from th 
out 5 miles to visit him, and ostensibly made great_el 
Quvam, who went so fur as to await a 
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nd his brother as els worthy of death, 

On the Lath May Haji Ali Agha, the leading priest in the extreme constitutional 
party, arrived quite unexpectedly at the consulate, accompanied hy his son, and 
xpliiined that he hud a telegram trom Bunder Abbas to the effect that Nast-ed-Dawleh 
Id taken Lar, killed the Seyyid, massacred the inhab ered_the town, 
that as this had occurred subsequent to. the « faith in the 
latter, and lie expected to be tre He also declared that he would 
accept no who fad formally promised the Shiraz 
Assembly that would not go to Lar, and that he would not leave the 
consulate without a guarantes from the legation. He added that numbers of the 
popular party might be expected to follow hit. we eight persons of position 
amrived Tnter_and were admitted, while a embled outside the consulate 
‘They complained at great Ieugth against. the 8. atually : 
interviewed the governor-general and the Qavam, obtained a written a 
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refngees, who, with the exception of Haji Ali Agha, left the consulate; the erowd also 
dispersed. Mr, Bill considers it certain that the real motive of the agitation is to 
weaken the Qavamis before Nasr-ed-Dowleh returns with his victorious Arabs, and 
there is good reason for believing that Ataed-Dowleb, and some say Asef-ed-Dowle 
ako, are fomenting it. There is no doubt that the complaint made of violation of the 
mnesty is a mere pretext to cover animosity to the power of the Qayam. The bazaars 
ned closed for some days, and mourning ceremonies for the alleged deceased 
Seyyid were held in several mosques. ‘The agitation soon lost force, but ib resulted in 
open war between Asef-ed-Dowleh, and the Qavam oyer the question whether the 
former did or did not send Nasr-ed-Dowleh to Lar, the former maintaining that he did 
not, and the latter that he holds the governor-general’s written orders to proceed to 
Lar and re-establish the Shah's Government there at all costs, The Qavamis concen- 
trated their attacks on Ata-ed-Dowleh, who was held responsible for getting up. the 
agitation of the previous week. t 
"On the 2ist May a fairly well-known priest was assaulted in the street, severely 
beaten, and his life threate On the following day another priest was attacked in 
the same quarter, and Ata-ed-Dowleh consequently flogged the head-man of the 
(quarter The inhabitants promptly raised a riot, and were joined by the peasle of 
the adjoining quarter, where the Qavam's town house is situaved, Ata-ed-Dowleh 
appealed to the Qayam to restrain the latter, who eventually agreed to stop rioting on 
condition that Ata-ed-Dowleh should be di ed within five days, 

From a telegram received on the 30th May it appears that Nast-ed-Dowleh has 
telgruphed to the Shah, complaining that he has been recalled from Lar by the 
governor-general at the instigation of certain members of the Shiraz local assembly, 
though he went to Lar by His Majesty's orders, He added that he folt aggrieved at 

‘action of the governor-general, as for the last two years he had made great 

vours to carry out the Shah's orders, He asked for w reply through his brother, 
the Qavam. 


Ist May His Majesty's consul paid an official visit of congratulation to 
Kcish viee-consul on the occasion of the accession of Sultan Mohammed V, of 
ally apprised. 


, assistant in the School of the Alliance Israelite, recently threatened 
a Jew with a revolver, ‘The Jew took refuge in His Majesty’s consulate, and, as a 
result of Mr. Bill's representations to M. Natal, the head of the school, M. Leboviei was 
suspended and ordered to leave Persia, 

4. The roads in Furs cont 8 of posts, &o,, are frequent. 
In the neighbourhood of Konartakhte a local foud has been the cause of a good deal of 
fighting, during which the Tndo-Buropean Telegraph Department's office was invaded 
and some dainage done to the building, ‘The governor-general has now placed a guard 

in the building. ‘The Russian acting consul-general at Bushire, while on his 

ypears to have been fired on in this neighbourhood, his own and 

ng hit. ‘The leading Persian merchants of Shiraz have telegraphed to 

interior complaining bitterly of the state of public order and the 

My of ie Ravernotgonsriel The aurioluenanbiGh A stone paverion=for clo, 

SNNean— cul bpp ‘© the best hope of restoring order, ‘The governor- 

general has officially notified His Majesty's consul thut Sauleted-Dowleh has undertaken 

protection, for part of the joumey, of caravans using the Firouzabad route to 

Bushire, It is too early to say whether this will be sufficieat. to restore trade to ity 

normal condition, As illustrating the present condition of Fars it gnay be inentioned 

that quite recently the governor-eneral had great difficulty in getting anyono vo take 
a message from him to the Kashgai Chief. 

5. A party of 100 men of the Chaharmahal Regiment took refuge in the consulate 
on the 11th May, demanding arrears of pay, Mr, Bill made an unoficial representation 
on the subject to the governor-general, who promised to pay the men, but at the end of 
May they were still in the consulate. 





1. B.S. 


Persian Gunr. 
Bushire, 


Note—Some facts here recorded are anterior to events reported in the last 
summary despatch respecting Bushire, as recently it was convenient to report separately 
and immediately incidents telegraphed to His Majesty's legation, With the restoration 
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of order, however, such a course is no longer necessary, and in future events at Bushire, 


as also those at Tabreez and Ispahun, will be incorporated in the general summary. 
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Lingah. 


1, The repeated orders of Seyed Abdul Hussein Lari to the leading Nationalists 
here to close the Customs and dismiss the director of Customs and the deputy-governor 
have been entirely disregarded. A notice, signed and sealed by the Seyed, was posted 
up in the bazaar to the ofect that anyone who paid customs dues would be liable to a 
ine of 200/. payable to the Nationalists. It was torn down by order of the deputy- 

overnor. 
2 On the 16th April the 
Khorasan 








tor of Customs dispatched the steam launch 
hi on board to reinstate the customs officials at the 





Shib Kuh ports but she returned without carrying out the object. ‘The sheilhs, while 
expressing their wish to co-operate, would not allow any customs dues to be levied or 
fargo imported or exported, 


Mohammerah, 





1, The Darya Beggi, while at Bagdad in April, was said to be incommunication 


with the Russian consul «t Bussorah, 














Mr, Pearson, of the American Magnetic Survey, arrived on the 20th April, from 
Ahvwaz, and left: for Bussora the same day, 
3. M for th 





Carstem, Messrs, Wonekbaus’ agent, visited, Mohanmerah in Apri 
arpose of looking for w house for office and quarters, A smnall house is to be built for 
him near the firm's yard. Meanwhile he remains at Bussorah. 

4. Crops on the Karun have failed. ‘There is a surplus in other dis 
probably ouly enough to supply the deficiency from Karun in the local markets. 
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Ahiraz. 








ns, “dressed ag 
ad in Buryjird 


ted on good authority that during March two Ru 
‘0 Burujird. Shortly atterwards, a telegram was r 
inister saying that another Russian, accompanied by his interpreter, 
coming to investigate the damage done by the earthquake, On the arrival of the 
, who was said co be assistant to the Russian consul at Kermanshal, a house was 
on Tho interpreter was said to be a man of good birth trom, 
Kermansh ing exhaustive inquiries as to roads, stages, &,, in the district 
the latter ar interpreter started towards the Tapahin rod vid Silakhor and 
arlang Bakhtiari with the ostensible object of visiting the places devastated by the 
‘They were escorted by a party under the Mansur-ul-Mamalek who had 

pan appointed by the Amie Afkhasn, 
His Majesty's consul left Ahwaz for Ispahan on his summer tour on the 24th 












































3, B, STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché. 





(25146) No. 58. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edioard Grey.—(Received July 5.) 





¥ Guluhek, June 18, 1909, 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit copy of the amended draft loan contract which m, 
Russian colleague, as reported in my teley No. 481 of the Ist Jund, submitted to his 

Government for approval. 

M. Subline tells me that he has now received his Government's reply, instructing 
him that the representative of the Russian Bink mentioned in article 1 is to be 
selected by the Russian leg: 

















a and the manager of the bank, und that the hunk 
iy olctd isto make no payments tothe Persian Government without M.Siliies 
Subjeot to thew modications the draft contract is approval 

rds the programme of expenditure, I understand that M, Sabline is 
furnished qyth gansral ineeructions ne €0\ hel amployivent of te 00,0005 Artare ot 
Pay to the troops aud, in particular, to the Cossack Brigade, and arrears of salary to the 
diplomatic service are the chief items, 

Thave, &e. 


G, BARCLAY, 
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Inclosure in No. 58, 
Draft Loan Agreement. 


ENTRE le Gouvernement Impérial de Perse, représenté par son Excellence le 
Hounds Affaires Etrangéres, meésident. ad interim du Conse des Ministres, d'une 
part, et la Banque d’Escompte de Perse, représentée par M, Exemplaroff, d’autre part ; 

Vu lexéeution par Sa Majesté Je Scbah des articles 1" & 5 des conseils amicaux 
soumis & Sa Majesté par les Gouvernements de Russie et de la Grande-Bretagne, tendant 
‘mi rétablissement du régime constitutionnel en Perse et & Vapaisement du pays, et 
conformément an § 6 du dit programme, 

Tl a été convenu co qui suit : 




























Article 1, Le Gouvernement Impérial de Russie met & Ia disposition du Gouverne- 
inent Impérial de Perse une somme de 2,500,000 fr,, versée la Banque d’Escompte de 
Perse d Téhéran, sous les conditions suivantes — : 








je A subvenir aux dépenses 

et sera dépensée d'aprés un 
nuement persan, 

sable du départe- 


1, La somme ci-dessus mentionnée est destit 
sssitées par Vintroduction des_réforme 
programme qui sera établi entre Ia Wégation de Russie e 
2, Chaque mandat devra étre ordonnanes par le 
mont intéressé et revotu du “vu bon d payer” du Ministre d 
8, Un enissier-comptable, désigné d’accord entre le Gouvernement persin et la 
Kégation de Russie sera chargé du payement des dépenses imputées sur la dite somme, 
4. Lue Conseil des Ministres devra rendre compte iu Parlement de Vemploi de 
cotte Somme, 





immddiates 


















Art, 2, Cotte a) 
1902 entre le Gonye t B 
Le taux des intéréts est fix 





nce aura la méme garantie que les emprunts conclus en 1900 et 
ont persan et la Banque d’Escompte de Perse. 
2 6 pour cent Tan, payables tous les 








Bix 





Cotte convention est rédigde on langue persine et frangaise avec Ia x 
signi 
Kait on double & Théran, le 
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Mr. Garnett to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 0.) 
(n 
Sir, 





1) 





. Petersburgh, June 23, 1909. 

WITIL reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 302 of the 13th instant, [have 
the honour to inform you that, hearing a rumour to-day to the effect that fresh bodies 
of Russian troops were pouring into North Porsia, I enquired of M. Tavolsky if there 
wore ny truth in this report. : 

Ilis Excolloncy suid that the only inerease of Russian troops was that a sotnia of 
Cossacks was being sent by the Governor of to reinforce the const 
Brdebil, where thero hind been a good de aging, and where a large number of 
poople had taken bast.” in the Rn 

thered from the Assistant J ign Affairs that a good deal of 
hostility had been shown and threatened to the sotnia on the march. 
‘ Thave, Xe. 
W. J. GARNETT, 
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Mr. Garnett to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recei 


. 60. 








id July 5.) 
(No, 402) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, June 
[HAVE the honour to report that on the receipt of your telegram No. 
21st instant I wrote privately to the Minister for Foreign Mains, inform: 
dhe reasons given in Sir 's telegram No. 478 of the 19th inst 
of opinion that the question of the publication of our Persi 


1909. 
4 of the 
that, 
nt, you 
n programme had 













4b 


presumably better be delayed, and I begged him to be kind enough to grant mo an 
interview during the course of the day, when he would be able to give me the views of 
the Russian Government. His Excellency authorised me, when I saw him in the 
afternoon, to inform you that he agreed to delaying the publication, and he informed 
me that he would instruct the Russian chargé d'affaires at Tehran in that sonse, 

On the receipt of your telegram No. 773 of the 22nd June, enquiring what. the 
final views of the Russian Government, were as to the publication of the wholo 
programme, in view of the fact that the Bakhtiaris had got hold of the travesty of our 
programme, in which ease it would be well if Sirdar Assad could be enlightened as to 
the true contents of the document, I again spoke to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
the subject, and laid before him ‘the reasons why it would be well to let the Sirdar 
know the real version, as in that case there appeared some hope of arresting his 
march on the capital. “M. Isvolsky said that he would think the matter over, and added 
that he was very averse to anything being published which would show that the two 

vernments were not completely in accord on oue point. It is evident that 

lloney sets great store on this, as he had already mentioned it, in his previous 

wv of the day before. Turged his Excellency to let me have his views as soon 

as possible; and, knowing that he was leaving the noxt morning for Sweden, I thought 

it as well to write a private letter to him. at his house on the islands that same evening, 

ssing the hope that I might be put in possession of his views before his departure. 

In consequence of this his Excellency sent me an aide-mémoire yesterday morning, copy 

of which T have the honour to inclose, and a summary of which was telographed to you 

in my telegram No. 323 of yesterday's date, From this memorandum you will see that 

the Russian Government’ have no objection to the publication of a portion of the 

Byogramume, but cannot depart from their point of view regarding the omission of 
point 6. 

T have, &e. 
W. J. GARNELD, 


Tnelosure No. 60, 


Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir A. Nicolson. 

LE Ministére Impérial des Affaires ltrangéres a Vhonnour de faire savoir 4 
VAmbassade britannique que le Gouvernement russe n'a pas d'objections i ce quo. le 
programme des conseils que la Russie et la Grande-Bretagne ont donné & Sa Majesté le 
Schah soit publié par les représentants des deux Gouvernements & Téhéran pour 
renseigner le public persan sur la teueur exacte du document en question. 

Le Gouvernement Impérial ne saurait cependant so départir de son point de vue 
que le § 6 du dit programme devrait étre omis, vu que ce paragraphe pourrait Gtro 
interprété comme un manque accord entre 1a Russie ot l'Anglotorre au sujet de 
favance de 2,500,000 fr. 

Lo chargé d'affaires de Russie 4 Téhéran ost invité par télégraphe A s'entendre 
avec Sir G. Barclay & ce sujet. 


Saint-Pélersbourg, le 10 (23) juin, 1909, 





(25103) No. 61. 


Mr. Garnett to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivedt July 5.) 


(No. 403.) 
Sir, as St. Petersburgh, June 25, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to report that T had an interesting conversation yesterday 
With M. Klemm, who is the official at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in charge of 
Persian matters. It will be remembered that this gentleman has previously heen 
consul-general at Meshed and also at Bombay, In view of tho fact that Six G. Barclay 
Jd given the substance of his telegram No. 489 to the Russian chargé d'aflaires at 
Tehran, {thought there could be no harm in my reading a paraphrase of it, as also 
tf Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 490, to M. Klemm, and I asked him whether the 
Persian Minister had already made the representation which his Goverament had 
a ructed him to make, to the effect that, unless the Russian troops were withdrawn 
rom Tabreez, the Cabinet would be compelled to resign. M. Klemm replied that the 
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representation had been duly made the day before, that no note had been handed in, 
Te that tho Persian Minister had left. a copy—in Persian—of his telegraphic instruc: 

Ronn fo my inquiry as to what answer had been given to his Excellency, M. Klemm 

vom nat he had been reminded that some of the Russian troops had been withdrawn, 

#ait fnforined that the reduction of these would be carried on when the new governgr- 

Moneral reached his post. As the Minister scemed inclined to complain, of the 

pore vous of the Russian troops, M- Klomm told him that such complaints could not be 

peeevied unless substantiated by proofs. T then asked M. Klemm what his qpinion 

eee to the threat of tho resignation of the Cabinet, and the reply was that im any 

tase he did not think that the Cabinet would survive for long. 

Gas conversation then turned on the presence of the Russian forces at Tabreez, 
and T enquired whether there was any further information as to their withdrawal: 
Mt Klomn gave me to understand that it was no longer in the hands of the Minister 
for Roreig Affairs to scttlo the question of the reduction of the troops, as this matter 
Wed beconie one for the Council of the Empire to decide (by this it is possible he meant 
TiS Geuneil of Ministers), but he reiterated that the troops would be withdrawn when 
the new governor-general arrived at his post. 

T then turned the conversation on to the presence of Sattar and Baghir Khans.in 
tiie ‘Turkish eonsulate-goneral at ‘Tabreez, and M. Klemm stated that the Turkish 
Neabassndor here had heon informed that te fullest guarantees would be given by the 
Runeinn authorities to these two refugees. He was sure that ‘Turkhan Pasha, who was 
1 cons i inan, reported fully to his Government, but he added that the fault 
aoe Ganstantinople ; if the refugees were to be got out of the consulate,, pressure 
vent be exereised at the Porte, and I was informed that instructions are going at once 
(athe Htuesian Aimbassador in London to consult with you as to making joint démarches 
Vithvtho Turkish Government on te subject. Tasked if M. Klemm knew why Sattar 
Wiel Baghir would not accept the guarantees offered them, and the reply was that these 
avon simply wished! to anike trouble, and that they are being used as pavens in the 
intrigues of the i ion it is interesting to note that the 
‘Purkish Ambasss that there sould not have 
b nments had invited Turkish 
eroperation in I into the consulate an enormous 
anionnt of loot, wh Ichind if they quitted that 
rofuge. 

oore leaving 1 
No, 492 of yesterday's « 
the *exn8] peratod Russian ¢ 


















































1 affairs), and that they have take 
Hh thoy would be obliged to lea 











1 to M, Klomm the substance of Sir G. Barclay's telegram 
te on the subject of Meshed, leaving out the sentence about 
league probably introducing a large force and occupying 
the ¢ \ ‘d him to send immediate instructions to the Russian chargé 
alain ran to the effect that the Russian consul-general at Meshed should 
adop!  attitnde, M, Klemm replied that this should be done without 
flolay. He promised 19 give a faithful account. of our conversation to the Acting 
Minjetor for Foreign Affairs, whom Iwas unfortunately unable to see. 
Thave, &o. 
W. J. GARNETT. 
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1. O'Beirne to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 








(No. 410.) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, June 29, 1909. 
THAVE the honour to enclose a summary of a report published this morning by 
tho “Novow Vremya” of an interview with ‘a person competent in Persian affairs. 
‘To all appoarance the personage interviewed i an official connected with the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, an his remarks are doubtless intended to prepare public opinion 
fer the: possible digpatch of troops to Tehran, His views on the situation, which are 
expressed on the whole with studied moderation, are to the effect that the revolutionary 
we Mimoat in Persia has degenerated from a struggle for freedom and reform into pure 
Miarchy.. ‘The revolutionary leaders are now animated solely by a thirst for, plunder, 
‘ite not to be disarmed or mollified by the genuine commencement of reforms 
it the Shah, yielding to the advice of the British aud Russian Governments, has 
Treently made. ‘The two Governments have done all that lay in their power to bring 
Rhout ‘an_appeasoment, but, the difficulties of the situation are increasing, more 
particularly for Russia. With the advance of the revolutionaries against Tehran, 
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Russia, though hampered by her declared policy of non-intervention, may be compelled 
Russiey hor wish 10 take measures for the protection of Russian subjects and their 
sMerests in Persia, ‘The Shah’s troops are worthless, and the only force that can be 
depended upon for His Majesty's protection and that of the foreign missions is Colonel 

hhoff's brigade of 1,100 men. ‘The person interviewed also refers at! some length to 
iayeh eneronchments on Persian territory, and to grounds that in his opinion exist 
for suspecting German intrigues. 

The « Novoe Vremya” in a leading article enforees the moral of this interviews 
and calls on the Government to adopt a more energetic Tine of action in Persia 
ja, the “ Novoe Vremya” contends, makes a mistake in using. mild language to the 
Ao agitators (a reference, apparently, to the negotiations with Sirdar Assad), 
Nothing but a strong hand will serve for the present situation. The Government 
showed culpable weakness in sending a weak detachment instead of an imposing force 
aevpabreez, and in withdrawing a portion even of thatsmall body. ‘They should choose 
one of two cout cither to sit down meekly at home and await the course of events, 
e to act with energy and decision. ‘Phere is no room in Persia for timid half- 


sures. 


































T have, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 
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Inclosure in No. 62. 


Summary of « Report of « Conversation of a Person conversant with Persian Affairs” 
‘with a Correspondent of the * Novoe Vremya.”” 


‘THE movement that went on in Persia some months ago and. the one that. we see 
going on there now have litle in common. ‘Then the country was seized. with, the 
aoe Ment of anew era and sincerely aspired towards political renovation, ‘The 
tucian Government went hand in hand with the British Government in suppoxting 
the idea, and serious steps were taken by both Powers in that direction. ‘The Shah, 
jn spite of great obstacles, was willing to meet the wishes of both Governments, and at 
the present time his past promises aro ceasing to be mere words and begin to enter the 
Fesidn of actual realisation, ‘This should be enough to produce tranquillity and restore 
the normal course of political life. But those at the head of the so-called “ liberaping: 
Inovement” have no desire for such a condition of things. ‘They wish for sedition and 
tuuarchy in order to be able to rob and produce disturbance to their heart's content. 
Some of the champions of Persian liberty are the most ordinary brigands and thieves 
wvho perpotrate their dark deeds under the guise of a national idea, Reccptly news 
Was leonived in St. Petersburgh of the number of things stolen by Sattar Khan. 
Ainong them were twelve grand pianos, ten carriages, &e, Surrendering authority to 
stich persons is quite out of the question, and now, when the chief tasks have beon 
led. by the Shah, it has been proposed to introduce order by means of a whole 
‘ries of measures and the appointment: of more or less trustworthy officials. ‘This 
‘Joos uot suit Sattar Khan and others who know that with the establishment of normal 
conditions they would have to relinquish robbery and restore what they had stole 
The appointinent of the new Governor of Tabreez, Ala-ed-Dovleh, who is an energetic 
and conscientious man, was a warning to all those gentlemen that they would not be 
Ghired and so they gathered round themselves their partisans in tho name of liberty 
for the struggle against the despotic régime of the Shah. ‘They robbed! and plundered 
ight and left. Most of their booty went into their own pockets, but a part was given 
towards the revolution, ‘The rovolutionists resorted to blackmgiling. ‘They sent- out 
threatening lettors in Tabreoz, Meshord, and Resht, and many merehants felt obliged to 
give them pretty large sums. With the aid of this money they were able to hire 
followers. At the present moment we have a picture of complete anarchy which 
promises not a little difficulty for international diplomacy. Bakhtiari to the number of 
‘bout 2,000 men headed by Sirdar Assad have concentrated at Kum, and on the other 
side the rebels are gathering at Kasvin (about 800) and are marching on ‘Tehran, and 
according to the latest news there is uninterrupted connection between the theo bodies, 
From the same source of information it is stated that the rebels at Kasvin expect 
reinforcements from Reshit, ‘The Shah's troops are in the most pitiable condition, 
most of the men being ragged, good-for-nothing beggars who would betray the Shah at 
any moment without the slightest remorse. ‘The only foree that can be depended on is 
it of Colonel Liakhoff’s Cossack brigade of 1400 men for the defence of the foreign 
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elie missions (except those of England and Russia, which have their own body- 
guards), 

Russia and England are doing all they can to produce pacification, ‘The Russian 
and English consuls were sent to Kum to negotiate with Sirdar Assad and to convince 
him of the folly of marching on Tehran, He wasassured that the constitutional régime 
was secured, and that the Shah had listened to England and Russia in this respect. 
Sirdar Assad declared that neither he nor his followers believed the Shah, who would 
again go back on his word at the last moment. He promised to give an answer on the 
16th June (0.8.), and it will probably be a negative one. 

‘The position is very difficult. Tf the Bakhtiari go to Tehran the capital may join 
the rebellious movement. ‘The Russian Government is in a peculiarly awkward 
predicament, as having declared a policy of non-interference they may yet be compelled 
by the consequences of a march to ‘Tehran to take steps necessary for the protection of 
Russian subjects and their interests in Persia. 

Tt is quite possible that this Sirdar Assad dreams of gaining the throne, but 
nothing is clear in the present state of anarchy. 

Ou in Persia at first was regarded with much sympathy, and our soldiers 
wore received as liberators. Little by little, however, these views, under the influence 
of somebody, are changing. A Russian sentry is fired at, and rumour has it that the 
shot came from one of our revolutionaries from the Caucasus. Speaking of how in the 
present events some outside influence is observable, I cannot help mentioning the 
strange role which Turkey has taken upon herself. Not so long ago Sattar Khan asked 
for the protection of Russia, and it was offered to him in view of the Shah's general 
amnesty, but he suddenly broke his word and took refuge in the Turkish consulate, 
where revolutionary meetings take place and proclamations are drawn up, &e. ‘This is 
a regular centre of agitation, Ihave heard that negotiations have been going on about 
this with the Turkish chargé d'affaires, He hinted that ‘Turkey was offended by not 
taking part in the Anglo-Russian agreement in Persia. ‘Tho doings of the Turks in 
Persit induce ono to think that they are carrying out a deliberate programme. ‘They 
favour sedition in Persia, and many of them’go to Urumia, the proximity of which to 
thoir frontier gives them a favourable position when we consider the presence of their 

nly corps in Armenia and of another corps in Bagdad, I bolieve that in the present 
Nave do nol forget the position that. will he taken up in relation to tho Caucasus, 

jesides those of Turkey, there are many other intrigues which lead to various 
reflections. Iv is known that even in European centres committees have been form 
which are not devoid of a certain influence, In Germany, for instance, there is a 
Committee for the defenice of the interests of the Persian people presided over by Drs. 
Rorbat and Sensius. The following fact invi S 0a proclam: 
tion was found at ‘Tehran inviting the Persian Cossacks to disobey their officers. The 
person distributing that proclamation was arrested, and during search made at his 
residence & form was found with the inscription: “Long live the constitution! ‘The 
contral committee of Mujtehids of Azerbaijan, German section.” This offender was 
4 Russian subject and was expelled from Persia, Much attention hasbeen attracted by 
the doings of ono Shinman or Shineman, a German subject, who has the air of 
conspirator, German officials aver that he has no mission, and’ sincerely disavow him, 
If his movements were looked into it would soon be clear whose guidance he is following, 

_ Our troops are at present in the suburbs of Tabreez, where there is comparative 
quiet. 

‘There are now no British troops in Bushire, but they could be introduced at any 
moment from the cruiser. ‘The English have shown great firmness and energy at 
Bushire, “On their insistence Said: Murtaza, head of the “liberating movement,” was 
expelled. 
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troops to the Persian capital, should that stop prove necessary. A consultation on the 
Fibet was, M. Sazonow told me, to take place at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs that 


Sfemoon, and this morning I called on his Excellency to asi what decision had been 
srrived al, He stated that it had beon decided to adopt certain preparatory measures 
with a view to the eventual dispatch of a force to Kasvin, and instructions on the 
Subject had already been sent to the Caucasian military authorities. ‘The advantages of 
this course wore, he explained, that it would give Russia complete command of the road 
to Tehran, that’ it would result in clearing out the revolutionaries now collected in 
Kasvin, and that it would obviate the necessity of occupying Tehran, to which the 
Russian Government were particularly averse. ; 

"The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs showed me a further telegram received 
from M. Sabline, in which the Russian chargé affaires gave an alarming deseriptic 
of the position at Tehran, He pointed out that the Cossack brigade was necessarily 
fplit up into several detachments, expressed the opinion that, it was liable to become 
demoralised, and that it was not strong enough to cope with the situation if the 
threatened advance on Tehran took place, M, Sabline pointed out that there was a 
Gus likelihood that the Shah would take refuge in the British or Russian legution 5 
he further urged that the two Powers were morally bound to support: the Shah, and 
suggested as the best means of doing s0 that a force of Cossacks should be sent to 
Kasvin, thus relieving the pressure on Tehran from one side, This telegram had, how- 
ever, M. Sazonow explained, reached the Ministry too late to be considered in yesterday's 
crewultation, and the decision to send an expedition to Kasvin was not takin on 
M, Sabline’s advice. : 

Tagkod M. Suzonov awhat were exactly the danger whieh he apprehended in the 
event of the threatened attack on Tehran taking place? He replied that there was the 
danger of the Russian bank being looted, ‘and. there was the danger to. the foreign 

fons and foreign subjects. ‘There was also the likelihood that the Shah might take 

ze in the Russian legation, which would be extremely embarrassing to Russia, He 

‘on to speak of the moral obligation resting on the two Governments to. support 

ith, who had after all, Ke suid, been brought to this pass by acting on our advice 
in according liberal institutions to his people. 

T reminded his Excellency that the two Governments were not bound to lend 
assistance to the Shah in the present struggle, ‘They had, on the contrary, particularly 
avoided doing more than promise His Majesty protection for his person and family. 
T pointed out that, if Russia sent troops to Kasvin and cleared the revolutionaxies ont 
of that town, this would be interpreted by the Persians as an armed intervention in 
the struggle. Russia would have the whole of Persia, with the exception of the 
royalists, against her; and what, T asked, became of the policy of non-intervention ¢ 

M. Sazonow did not directly answer that question, but enquited what steps T 
suggested ought to be taken, 1 said that Sir G. Barclay was best qualified to give an 
opinion on that point, but it seemed to me, speaking personally, that, if the Cossack 
brigade wi ugh to provide for the protection ofthe Shals porsonand of 
the foreign missions, the natural remedy for the Russian Government to adopt, was to 
reinforee their legation guards to the extent necessary. M. Suzonow maintained that to 
send troops to reinforce the legation guard would produce a worse effect than to send 
‘an expedition to Kasvin. ‘ ; 

Tasked how many men it was contemplated to send. His Excelleney said he 
thought about 1,500. In reply to a further question, he said that if the Bakhtiaris 
desisted from their march the proposed expedition would be at once abandoned ; and 
in view of that possibility the preparations for the expedition would be given full 
Illieity, He algo said that the Russian Government would be prepared to" give the 
most solemn pledges that the troops would be eventually withdrawn. 

From M. Sazonow's references to the Shah's moral’claim on the support of the two 
Powers I gathered the impression that, in making preparations for an expedition to 
Kasvin, the Russian Government are actuated to large extent by the desire to give 

Majesty the military assistance necessary to save him from final defeat in the present 
struggle. “The same idea was clearly expressed in the telegram from M, Sabline which 
his Excellency show time, M, Sabline’s description of the weakness 

the Cossack brigade and its lability to demoralisation certainly seemed, on the face 

to furnish ground for fearing that that foree could not afford adequate protection 
to the foreign inissions, and to foreign lives and interests, in the event of Tehran 
becoming the scene of serious street fighting. 
Thave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 
(26651 ) 
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P.S.—Since the above was written I have had a conversation with M. Isvolsky. 
His Excellency declared to me that the Russian Government bad no intention 
whatever of rendering military assistance to the Shah. Their sole concern was the 
protection of the foreign missions and foreign lives and interests at Tehran. They 
could not send troops to Tehran without their going to Kasvin, but they bad as 
yet arrived at absolutely no decision as to sending a fore to either of these localities. 
hey had only decided on making preparations with a view to what it might become 
necessary to do, 

H. OB. 
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asked the Acting Minister for For 
the Russian Government had decid 
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His Excellency replied in the affirmative, 
four more sotuias back to Russia, but that thi 
that the situation at Tabree was too disturbed to perm! 

Tromarked that our information was to the effect that things a 
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general 
the Russian Government w 
understand the situation, anti-ltussian 
force remained at Tabreez, hey would ei 

M. Swzonow replied that, for oue thing, 
gonoral arrived at Tabreoz, and not only arrived, but effe 
‘tuthority, ‘The Russian troops had been sent because Russian trade had been 
intolerably interfered with by the revolutionaries. Russia could not consistently with 
her dignity witsdeaw hor force so long as there was a probability that on her doing so. 
“Drigands” like Sattar aud Bagher Khans would again become masters of the situation 
and tecommonce their arbitrary treatment of Russian commerce. ‘The Russian 
Government had said that they would withdraw, and intended to do so, but if th 
withdrew now they would probably have to send their force back again. 

M, Sazonoww also referred to ‘Turkish action at Pabreez, and to the appointment of 
a now ‘Turkish con: Urumia, but remarked that there was a wide difference 
Hotwoon Purkish promises and their fulfilment. 

















were waiting 


governor 
ly 


hed 






















Thave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRN 
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Report on the Turco- Persian Frontier. 
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FROM an inspection on the field of the disputed district between the 
Za) and Salinas Tam more than ever decided th 
al necessi than political or religious cla 
Ttoughly, the configuration of the country in question mi 
ing easy com: riinning north and 
Sulimania, From Salmas to Wazna the mnge of hills on the ¢ 
the Persia plains beyond, while on the west the range is high, with a series of tangled 
chains beyond. South of Wazna the reverse is the ease. On the east the hills become 
higher, with the Persian mountains beyond, while on the north the chain of Kurdestan 
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crags gives place to a series of hills, low on their eastern slopes, dropping suddenly 
and precipitously to the Mosul and Mesopotamian plains on the west. Barring. this 
Sudden drop from the high valley at some 4,800 feet to the plains at some 2,000 feet a 
gap in the western chain at Wazna, where it changes from mountains to hills, gives 
the opportunity for a road from the Black Sea littoral to. Mesopotamia, This gap is 
Kctualy on the frontier, and the ground on the Turkish side, descending suddenly. to 
the plains, gives the Turks no chance for a defensive position, or there is no available 
‘tion which might be defended by a small force until reinforcements could be brought 
hp. This to the Turks, with their slow mobilisation, movement, and want of transport 
would be a necessity. On the other hand, north and east of Wazna there is nothing to 
stop rapid advance and movement of troops. ‘The country being more or less open. 
Fight up to Tnbreez and Julfa, On the other hand, an excellent position on the 
Gengai Dagh and Kalesepan, south of Pesvey, and the Labjan plain guards the only two 
ruds to Wazna from the north, ie, that by the Labjan, and that by Karakthidar, “This 
position could easily be held by a small against « much Iarger toree, and would give 
he necessary delay. ‘The country between there and the Russian frontier is open and 
vourable to cavalry, and no doubt the Turks imagine that their Kurd irregulars would 
be useful there. 
To sum. up, prev 
it 














nus to the occupation of the dispated districts the ‘Turkish 
frontier ed of an indefensible pass, which could be reached by an eusy road 
from Russia, while if the pass was once taken nothing but: plain country lay before the 
invading foree, By the occupation the Turks have secured a tract of country offering 
wily defensible positions in the front of the pass and the opportunity of 

ace time in « position whence they ean menace the Russian flank: 




















Road between Sulimania and Urumia. 





ing Sulimania the road crosses the Werga Dagh, a range of steep, grissy 
slopes which offers no great difficulties, then descending « wide, open basin broken by 
wooded nullahs, grassy glades, and here re the fields of some Kurd village, ‘his 
is the Sharbazar valley and kaza, with its centre at Seetah, ‘The valley is watered by 
the Karacho aavel ford at its jiinetion with the 
Harrik Chai and near a rui Brom here it. crosses by ensy gradient 

ported limestone ridge with se on it, and descends into the’ Sivell 

crossing the Siwell Su by a ford which would probably be difficult: in. most 





















S480 Kenarn. Up to here the road is an excellent: track, und could be easily 
used for wheel trausport. From the Siwell Su to the Lesser Zab basin and the Bana 








Su the rowd has to make a steep ascent of some 3,000 fect across a rough wooded, 
stony spur, broken by many small valleys and gullies, and then descending very rapidly 
to the Bana Su gorge at Merwa. ‘The track, though rough, could be ensily made 
serviceable for wheels, and easy gradients could be found, ‘The Bana Su is here forded 
ina deep rocky gorge, and the track becomes very difficult and dangerous for anything 
but mules. Climbing over a rocky crag it slides down the other side into the Zab gorge 
at its bend near the picturesque village of Alot: perched on a terrace of rocks projecting 
from the long precipitous wall which here separates the Bana and Zab. ‘The road 
ziyzags down to the river and passes it by a good wicker bridye, passable for animals, 
It then winds high up to cross a rocky spur, later descending and following the deep 
rocky scarped gorge of the river to Risgin after which it aseends to the higher slopes 
Hove the gorge, at Shelmash, This portion from Merwa to Shelnash, some 14 miles, 
deep ravines, precipices, and gorges would offer considerablerobstacles to road or rail 
coustruction. It would probably be more costly than difficult, as washouts and 
avalanches might be expected frequently. From Shelmash to Wazna through Serdesht 
the road lies across high, undulating, wooded country, with a succession of rocky peaks 
to the west, and broken up to the east by numerous small valleys, which rapidly 
become deep as they near the Zab, No serious difficulty would be experienced here in 
taking a road, gentle gradients could always be found, 
rdeaht, and. Banu are stow occupied by the Turkish troops, who administer tho 
ountry in an arbitrary fishion, Certain Kurd Aghas have been appointed as mudirs 
Kaimakams, but t! merely the tools of the officers who ran them, ‘Thus 
arami Agha, the chief of the Pisdu Asshiret, ia kaimakam at Serdesht, is a mere 
Juppet in the hands of the orderly-room clerk of the commandant at Serdesht. ‘The 
Turks have constructed barrack: battalion at Sordesht and for one battery and 
one battalion at Bana, and these units are quartered there. Besides these there is one 
Inttalion at Sulimania, one at ‘Tekrit, one at Kalediz, one at Chemehemal, one at 









































































\e distributed along the roads between Pesvey and Rowanduz. ‘These are all 
Army Corps. At Ushnu isa battalion of [Vth Army Corps and another at 
on the edge of the Urumia Plain. 
sht the Turks seem to hay 
inhabitants, whom they bully unmereifull 


nore power, and are detested by the 
Neither officers nor men seem to have 
their stay in this district. ‘These Serdesht and Bana troops 
kuk by the road through Kalediza, that being the easiest one, 
Kurds about this district belong to the Pisdir Asshiret, with its numerous 
divisions, Pisdu, Alan Harz Alun, Malak 
‘armed and mounted, and have the reputation of being warlike, though the occupation 
territory by'the Turks in the last few years seems to have damped their ardour, 
2 pretty cowed now in this district, 
and Mamash sections of the Bilbass Asshiret farther north in Wazna and Lahjan, 
's submitted quietly to the Turks, and their presence there is 
jore or lesson suifferanee, the Turks flattering their chiefs with 
ng them by allowing them to raid the Persian towns 
m time to time as it suits their 
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Bashi Kolossa, &e.; they are al 
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‘These have by no mean 








18 and titles, and humou 
of Sujbulak and the Urumia Plain fi 
‘Turks take no liberties with these Bilbass, and I hear that during their occupation 
e lost some hundreds of men in attempts to subdue the Bilbass, At the 
Bais Agha, their chief, was made a Pasha recently 















present, moment things are quiet. 
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y basins, some 4,000 feet high, 

y east: or west. to 
eseond rapidly, but. regularly, 
me 2,000 feet in some 5 miles, 
fall in a shorter distance, as they pass 
Pishdir Plain, dropping some 3,000 feet in 
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Dagh gorge to th 


rom Wazna down the spurs of Kandil and Koteril Daghs into th 
on through Ushinn to Urumia, the road is easy, and presents no difiiculty either for 
ways, easy gradients can be got round all spurs, a few small streams 

nits could easily be forded or bri 


Lahjan, and so 











d,and the only rivers of any 
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dry, watercourses i 
‘he question of the een Urumia and Kirkuk seems to 
sing the Zab valley in its bend or 
ab valley is by no mean 

Without actually going over the road, which, 
fhe ground from the pass and 

» would be found doy 
na Chai, which, 


trace for a rail 
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mounting the Wazna Pass, As Tha 
‘ile, but difficult: and cost 
dlone by my predecessors, but 
Is above, it seemed to me that the 
1 from Wazna by 
imilar to the Zab in its gorge aud rapid descent, does not tal 
ng detour among high hills, and would thus necessi 
nistruction, aid, being on the weste 
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B. DICKSON, Captain, R.F.A, 




















Report on Frontier Question round Urumia and Satmus. 
WITHIN the last few months the Turks seem to haye recommenced their intrigues 
They have no properly appointed consular 
ited for fraud by the 

. and is now reeoguised 
atly to enable them to use him as 
mm when necessary. During the 








at Urumia but, a certain Pete 
imself appointed Taji 





the Van authoritie 
ts them, and to repudiate 
aken plice from time to time lateh 
to send detachments of troops to v 


iy some sort of way by 
their agent when it s 
ious panics that hay 
have seized the opporti 
protect the interests of th 
tachment of twelve 
‘This guard has lately been 
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oldiers as guard to the acting v 
officer and thirty men, since the Russian 
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cecupation of, Tabreez. With these twelve men Peter Ello has been able to exert, an 
Sheard of influence in the affairs of Urumia, and T am told was mainly instrumental in 
restoring order and protecting Persians from the blackmail levied by the “ fedai.” The 
ve inspired in the Persian mind at the sight of a Turkish soldier is quite extraordinary 
and, needless to say, very overrated. The majority of the inhabitants of Urumia are 
‘te indifferent aa to what form the Government takes, and only desire peace and 
quiet. The “ fedai” that have dealt with them have been mere blackmailing brigands. 
Up to early in this spring Mukhteshem-es-Sultauah ad been in charge of the 
Gévernment at Urumia, Though nominally governing in'the name of the Shab, he 
tas a clever man and tanaged to balance both parties, and was fairly satisfactory. 
‘Then the Salinas enjumans, who are run by « Caucasian band, thought they would 
extend their power to Urumia and get a larger recruiting ground. ‘They were aided 
in their design by the fact that Mukhteshem’s guard of Persian Cossacks: with which he 
had been keeping orde Urumia, was at this time taken from him to reinforce the 
Shah's forces round Tabreez, The result was that, after a small skirmish, the Salmas 
tinder a certain Said-ul-Mumulik ousted Mukhteshem and seized theGovernment, 
‘Then commenced @ reign of extortion and corruption which diszusted everyone and 
‘enated all from the Nationalist cause, and set them to seck for means to protect 









































Ello and the various officers in 
ans or another, 












induce, Tam informed, som 
villages and a large prop 
receive dakhilat from the Turks. te 

‘This dakhilat means that the Pergian is given a paper by the Tajir Bashi, saying that 
so and so has on this day given dakhilat (or asked for and been accorded protection) by 
Turkey, and must not be molested, The peasants believe and insist that. they have 
become Turkish subjects, and refuse to pay their rents, taxes, debts Tn 
this they are backed up and encouraged by the Turks unofficially. ‘The peasants, pay 
this dakhilat sums varying according to, their position, from 5 pinstres to £7 8, 
lurkish lags are also sold them, When this dakbilat hws been givon the people are 
left in p he various posts of Turkish soldiers which swarm round and over the 
‘lain, oficially or nnofficially, in uniform or in mufti, but always armed, ensure that. 
Those villages that have not asked for dakhilat are threatened by the Turkish agents 














































with m the p Kurds, Tt is rumoured that this is olla swindle got up by 
officers and the Tajir Ba ‘own benefit, as are also the false rumours about 
large bodies of troops waiting over the Turkish frontier, ‘The presenee of the Russiat, 





uring eflvct in Urumiah, so much so that the arrival 
of thirty Turkish soldiers to reinforce the consular guard at Urumiah, had not the effect 

previously, ‘The Turks are ereeping very close to Urumial, on 
2oth May they occupied Gootchi and the pass above, and now completely cut off 


troops at Tabreez, hs had a rea 











Uruniah from the north, Ov the 27th May, the day [left Urumiah, it, was reported 
that Peter Ello, with a Turkish officer and “a detachment of troops with a flag, had 
one de ke shore to plant it there, 1 mention this with reserve, In any 














ng the country in a bloodless fas! No one in 
Urumiah can 1 ve, as there is no government or troops. ‘The wotual 
governor appointed by the Sha is Mukhteshem-esSnltauab, He is at Tabreez and 
‘1 local man Wali as his gerant, ‘This Wali complains to the Turks, 
why they ore there, but they ignore give frivolous and 
repli tines the Turks pretend tiat they are there only to pacify ihe 
nd to protect foreigners and their protégés from the blackmail of the " fedai.” 
‘on the other hand, by their action they plain they have annexed 
it, “They collect taxes, caution vil ve, to the Persians, have 
taken charge. I 

aj, and it on 
Persia, and h 


e they seem to be quietly an 




























































said that the distriet was now ‘Turkish, as their troops had occupied for two years and 
fiaus had not objected, Actually Wali is merely. the rpresentative, of a 
‘atom government, He has asked for instructions from Tehran, but, as the Turks 








at all con of a quick reply is small. 
Te would Turks intend to occupy Unmia so long as the 
Russians remain and thus: © the Russians no excuse to co to these 
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‘This decision was ratified by. id the governor-general then went back to 


the ¢ My Russian in this settlement. : 
“Although the situation at the pres is without doubt promising, it must 
be borne in mind that Meshed will be inevitably influenced by the march of events in 


the capital.” 










‘The action of Major Sykes through all these troublous times appears to me to be 
worthy of eommendation. Do you authorise me to convey to him your approval ? 




















57 
and at the present time I am loath to advise the Shah beyond the limits of that 
document. 

‘My Russian colleague and I have informed Sipahdar in reply that we have brought 
his demands to the notice of our Governments, but that unless he tells us that he would 
be content with the acceptance of Nos. 4 and 7, it would be useless for us to present 
them to the Shah, as the two above mentioned are the only ones we could urge His 
Majesty to accept. 
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‘Tehran, July 5, 1909. 
of letter of nationalists of Tehran to legation, 
‘of 4th July}, penultimate paragraph : 
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“ Constitutionalists of Pe 
‘ohran, whiels is only to requ xy 
certain quarters as an intention to molest, foreigners. ‘This interpretation is entirely 
unfounded, ign subjects at nsud to danger from the nationalists. 
Parsons and property of forcign subjects will he always safe, and whenever necessary 
will he protected by eonstitutionalists.” 
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Gulahek, July 5, 1909. 
1. Subline to 
ttn and Bayher Khuns i urkish consul- 
Patum will be cuarantoed by the Russian general, and, 
Russian troops hiave been withdrawn, 
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val will settle between himself and the Persian authorities 


for their property. 


The Turkish consul 
the question of guarante: 
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Gulahek, July 5, 1909. 
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1, Both Sardar Assad and Sip 
pital to debate 





pahdar, as for 













shall be 





ch accompanied by 150° me 

entioned below, vi 
of their forces from Persian soil. 
kes place, Cabinet to be selected by local 














Jay traitors to be expelled. 
heen in the army have lately been 





persons as the people distrust or rega 
i stithout Having formerly 
rived of the 
th mand, and at the orders, of the 
ly this is directed against the Russian officers.) 
Minister of) raps to be distnissed. 

vitieial poverniors not to be elect’! unless the local assemblies approve th 
nomination, 





Minister. 






























Some of tho above demands concern questions which wust be dealt with by the 
an and Russian Governments, while others are unres 


Nos. 4 and 7 alone would come within the letter « 








pirit of our joint programme, 




































No. 72. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 


(25395) 


(Telegraphie.) P. Constantinople, July 5, 1909. 
RUSSIAN troops in Persia. 

With reference to my telegram No. 221 of the 2nd instant, His Majesty's consul- 

general at Bagdad is now informed that the Seyyid did not send his telegram further 


than Bagdad. 








No, 73. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 


(25411) 


(No, 227. 


P Constantinople, July 5, 1909. 








No. 74, \ 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 5.) 


(No. 315. Confidential.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, July 5, 1909. 

MY telegram No, 344, Confidential, of tho 4th July. 

Tam informed privately that the Caucasus authorities have been instructed to 
delay the departure of the troops, when they. are ready to embark at Baku, until 
St. Petersburgh lias been informed and twenty-four hours have boon allowed to elapse 
in which final orders may be sent. 


[25399] 








(24964) No. 75. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. + 
(No. 339.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 5, 1909. 
| _T SHOULD be glad if you could ascertain whether it is true that the Moin-ut- 
Tujjar's oxide concessions have expired. Strick has recoived a report to this effect 
trom his agent in Tehran, Mr. Brow, and has made an offer for tho eoncessious by 
telegraph. 





(25069) No. 76, 


‘Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 






salt 

raphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 5, 1909. 
DVANCE on Tehran and proposed dispateh of Russian none zs 

T approve the language held by you to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affains, as 
reported in your telegram No. 330 of the 3rd Jul 


[2665] Q 
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(25492) No. 77. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No. $80.) 
(Telezrap! i Foreign Office, July 5, 1909. 
PERSIA. Dispatch of Russian force. . 
T have received a circular from Count Benckendorif on the subject of the action 
plated by Russia, and have replied that, if the situation is really so dangerous 
‘an armed force must be sent, Tam its action is to be restricted by 
3 80 definite as those mentioned in the ular, I said that our own 
ad shown us what difficulties and complications could arise from interven- 
kind, and that, that being the caso, I felt that I ought to remark upon the 
sich a’ measure. I also said that, in my opinion, the excellent 
ourselves and Russia had in no way suffered from this discussion 
4s to the advisability of dispatching troops to Persia, and that whatever might occur 
it was my carnest wish to proserve intimate relations 















expel 
tion of th 
risks involved by 


























No. 78. 






(25563) 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 


c.) P. Gulahek, July 6, 1909. 
heard very confidentially from M. Sabline that he has received a message 
from His Majesty to the effect that he will seok asylum at the Russian Legation in the 
vent of tho royalist resistance breaking down. 











{25566} No. 79. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 


{Polographicy _P. Gulahek, July 6, 1909. 

DESPATCH of Russian troops. 

M. Subline has, he informs mo, been instr jovernment 
and the nationalist party of the dispatch of Russian troop e to make it 
Clear that this foree iy sent to Persia with the sole object of affording protection to the 
lives and property of Europeans, and that it will not advance beyond Kazvin unless 
foreign intoresta in Tehran are in danger. 


No. 540.) 




















No. 80. 





(25567) 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 





slegraphic.) 2 Gulahek, July 6, 1909. 
TV!) isteported by the British and Russian consuls at Shiraz that the situation there 
serious 

1 iu consultation with Mr, Bill on the measures to be taken, but I am inclined 
to think that the most salutary step would be to ensure the removal of the Kawami 
brothers 

ven if His Majesty's consul confirms this view J shall be w 
‘execution of this measure until the appointment of Nasr-ud-Dowle 
agent is cancelled, 

It appears to me from the telegrams received from the two consuls that at any 
moment @ serious outbreak may take place, 








ible to ask for the 
s Russian consular 































39 





(25573) No. 81. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 

(No. 542.) 

(Telegraphic) P. 
M. IS’ 









(25407] No, 82. 







Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 






vgeaphic,) Foreign Office, July 6, 1909. 
UAPPROVE the action of His Majesty's ge fice tale AL 000) 
weal REONE the acto of His Majsy's cons general at Meshed repre in your 






































(25395) No. 88, 









Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 





) 
slograp) 








1st Foreign 0; July 6, i) 
‘ UDE of the priests at Kerbela and Nejef, In aes! 
3 1. Isvolsk: should ibe informed of the telegram from His Majesty's consul at 
Pagdad repeated in Sir G, Lowthier’s telegram No. 226 of the Sth July, 


























[25066] No. 84. 





Foreign Office to India Office. 







Sir, sr Foreign Ofice 6, 

ray LTH teforence to your lettor of tho 30th ultimo saith) heen a aoe 

between His Majesty's consuls at Mohammerah and Kermanshah, I am directed. by 
rey 10 transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram. from His 

luran, reporting that the Sheikh of Mohammorah hus raised 



















m to state that 
{0 inform Sir G 


Sir E. Grey is disposed, subject. to Viscount Morley’s concur: 

Barclay that the reply returtied by His Majesty's consul-general 

at Boa h's representations, a8 well as his own instructions to Major Cox 
‘10a further answer, have the approval of His Majesty's Government, 

Thave, &e. : 

W. LANGLEY. 
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[23928] No. 85. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 6, 1909. 


T AM directed hy Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Jotter of the 25th ultimo on the subject of the agreement, signed on the 15th November, 
1905, between Mr. D'Arcy and the Concessi dicate (Limited), on the one part 
and the Bakhtiari Khans on the other part. i 

Tam to transmit to you herewith a copy of the translation of the document in 
question which is in the possession of this Olfice. 

‘This translation was received, through His Maj 








jon at Tehran, from 























Mr. Preece himself, then His Tt is not 
authenticated in any special m: probable that 
it is identical with the translatio our company. . 

Should this be the caso, Sir truct His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran to forward for ‘of the authenticated 


translation said to exist in the archive ‘Tehran, if that 


translation proves to have been made independently 








(25645) No, 86, 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 7.) 


Sir, Downing Street, July 6, 1909. 
TAM directed by the to transmit to you, for the 
information of Secret from the Colonial Office 
of the Ist duly, a copy of a telegram from thie Officer administering the Government. of 
Canada on the subject of the fugitive offender, P. Ellow. 
Tam, &. 
FRANCIS J. 8. HOPWOOD. 


————— 












Tnclogure in No. 86. 


‘The Officer administering the Government of Canada to the Earl of Crewe. 





1909] 





‘Pelegraphic. [Received July 3 
Me Your erat 30th June. Acting Attorney eral of Bri ish Columbia states 
that papers in hands of superintendent of provincial police describe Ellow as native of 
‘Turkey, 














(25677) No. 87. 
Kdward Grey.—(Received July 





Sir G. Bareluy to Si 





{ivi Nie), B. Gulakek, July 7, 1909. 
TDENTIC replies to my Russian colleague and myself have been returned b 
two nationalist leaders, From these, after duly taki count the distance whi 
separates words from action in this country, it seems pretty clear that the two forces 
are not to be dissuaded by the two legations from their advance on the capital. 
. fingness to lend our support to 
nd the “ traitors” at the 
eless, that traitors 
and reactionaries are at the head of clay in promulgating 
the electoral lay, amd that steps have been taken in contradiction of the restored 
charter of the rights of the people of Persi 



































* Enclosure 3 in Mr. Grant Dulf's No. 267, December 20, 1905. 
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(R.) “Therefore the constitutionalists consider it necessary to take measures in 
accordance with the exigencies of the day to destroy power of traitors, and the Persian 
nation, having confidence in the two Powers who have entered into agreement, 
considers itself free to demand and obtain its national rights.” 


T trust that, in spite of the uncompromising nature of this statement, the Russian 
Government may be persuaded to delay a few days at least before sending any larger 
force than a legation guard, in order that we may see what effect is produced by the 
announcement, which, as reported in my telegram No. 540 of the 6th July, my Russian 
colleague has made to the Persian Government. ‘The result of this may be that the 
‘Tehran Nationalists will persuade the approaching forces to stop their advance, If, on 

her hand, it has the effect of precipitating matters, no Russian force could arrive 
ne to be available for protection to foreigners at the time when the possibility of 
their being neoded is least remote—that is to say, immediately after the entry of the 
fedai after a fi 

Since receiving the replies Ihave not seen my Russian colleague, but yesterday 
he told me that, according to information from a private source, Sunday's defeat had 
had a most dispiriting effect. on Sipahdar, 

Yesterday the electoral law was promulgated, and I am now urging Saad-ed- 
Dowleh to send copies of it forthwith to Sipahdar and Serdar Assad. 














(25691) No. 88. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 





Gulahek, July 7, 1909, 
MY Russian colleague informs me that he is telegraphing to his Government that, 
although the electoral lw has now ben promulgated, ho fears thet in viow of existing 
circumstances, a wrong construction might be put upon an advanco to the Shah by the 
Russian Government. Tt would, moreover, be difficult to ensure that the money should 
ov be employed forthe objets originally in view, and. particularly for paying of the 
Shah's soldiers. 

















(25692) No. 89. 


R Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 
(No. 545.) 
(Celographic) Pe ’ Gulahek, July 7, 1909. 

SITUATION at Shiraz, mentioned in my telegrams Nos, 520 and 541 of the 
Ist and Gth instant respectively. 

esty's Consul has been approached by Nasr-ed-Dowleh’s elder brother, 

ulk, who wishes to place his estates under British protection. 
telegraphed to Mr. Bill, instructing him to refuse this request for protection, 
and Thave also arranged with M. Sabline that, when there is a Government in ‘Tehran 
less effete than the one now in power, we will both urge that Shiraz may be froed of 
the presence of both the brothers Kawam. 












(25615) No. 90. 


; Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7. 
om ey.—(Received July 7.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. . ‘St. Petersburgh, July 7, 1909. 
DISPATCH of Russian troops to Persia, Please refer to my telegram No. 343 of 
yesterday's date 
iave refrained from making any further suggestion to M. Isvolsky as to 
departure being delayed, as 1 felt that such action would be useless in view of the 
reports hitherto received here, which show that an intractable attitude has been 
assumed by the leaders of the advance on Tehran, 











(1665) 

















a 
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[25681] No. 91. 


Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 
(No. 347.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, July 7, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No. 803 of the Ist July. 

Ilearn from Minister for Foreign Affairs that instructions have been sent to the 
Russian chargé daffaires at Tehran to consult with Sir G. Barclay as to the question of 
the appointment of Nesr-ed-Dowleh as Russian consular agent at Shiraz, and to examine 
the question carefully. 








{25689} No. 92. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 
(No. 348.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, July 7, 1909. 









® is cordial 
niuch gratified 
. $30 of the 





MINISTER for Foreign Affairs assures 

tion with His Majesty's Government in Pt 

$y cour declaration’ tolthe’ Russian. Atnbasendon 
5th July). 


that his one desi 
an affairs, and he is 
see your telegram J 















[25690] No. 93. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 7, 1909. 
{7 of to-day. F 
ly Ldo not propose to act on your telegram No. 841 of to-day 
until information respecting the re ite of the conference hetween the two representa- 
tive: +, Bat 











(25410) No. 94, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay 






aby a) Foreign Off 7, 1909. 
you not made some mistake in numbering the demands p ard by 
Sipahdar, enumerated in gram No. 3 of the 5th July? I make this 
suggestion, as itseems to me surprising that the dismis of Telegr: 
should be recommended by you, seeing that during the recent negotiation 
the Arabistan telegraph concession this official has been of se 

rmment, and has consistently maintained a friendly policy towards us. 

















— 


(25567) No. 95. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne. 
(No, 841.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Foreign Office, July 7, 1909. 

SITUATION at Shi see your telegram No. 342 of the 4th July). 

M. Isvolsky should be informed of Sir G. Barelay’s telegram No. 541 of the 6th 
July, and you should at the same time inform him that His Majesty’s Government 
lgpe that, in-view of the present state of the situation, as reported by His Majesty's 

nistor at ‘Tehran, he will return a favourable answer to your representations as early 
as he conveniently ean. 














Nee ee eee 





a 






































































































No. 7°. 


(25791) 









Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July S.) 
No 5 





8.) 

aaphie) P. i ee 
THAVES reowived the following telegram, No, 678, from H 
general at Bushire :— 

“The communication reported in my immediately preceding telegram appears to 
ho due to instructions received from the assembly at Tabreez, and the Nejef ulema. 
Soyyid Assad ‘efi, who accompanied the governorgeneral to Bushire, was the 
hearer of the instructions, 

“Darya Besa p 

He told me confidentially t ‘ 
boycott of Russian goods and subjects, he had however induced the local anjuman to 
omit from the pr wunication any reference to it. 
| ©'Phe nationalist’s chief objects to prevent the dispatch to Teh 


Gulahek, July 8, 1909, 
Majesty's consul- 



































visit in the 




























vee ry Tegel begged mo to give him my opinion of the anjun 
communication, and asked me for the guidance of my’ personal advice as to what his 
attitude should be in his present dificult situation. 4 ; 
T eould not, I replied, return any official answer to the anjuman without 
jonmnunicating with you, but the action of this body was, im any personal 
sh and uinne esides being ealenlated to lead to those very results the 
ance of whieh was our general object. 
T pointed out to him that ther 
‘opposition 
Pail 
Telnan to give the constitution a 
iN therefor, personally adviso the anjuman to def 
they proposed. 
“T have sont a pro 
Dut Lshall have to soul 
them as T had suggested 
































nor Po: 
ently, if th 


s no element of rede ty 

the Persian Gulf IS hy 
ult of the endeavours now in progress. in 
1 lose nothing by it. I would, 


taking any steps in the direction 







































nan, pending your instruc 
Beggi promised also to a 


ional verbal ré to the 
formal reply liter, 



























(166; 














(25789) aNo! 86: 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Receive! July 8.) 


(No. 546.) 
(Telegraphic.) Decode. 
FOLLOWING received from Bushire, No. 677, Sth July -— 


T received communication from local anjuman, signed by five leading olericals and 
five principal merchants, saying that having regard to untoward ineidents elsewhere it 
has become necessary that anjuman should forthwith assume control. over Government 
Departments, including customs, whose receipts should be deposited with Imperial 
bank in name of nation, with the eognisance of selected member of anjuman. Anjuman 
mdertakes to recognise British Government's claim on customs on production of 
soeuents, and arranges for payment to couiul-gencral of such share of, interest and 
principal as falls ratably to Bushire and Bunder Abbas, No mention made of Lingah, 
hut [presume it will be included. ‘They also undertake all obligations towards British, 
such as honourable treatment of British consulate and officials, and protection of lives 
‘and properties of British subjects will be serapulously observed. In conclusion, they 
ask generally for co-operation of British anthority in preservation of rights of Persian 
nation, and particularly for concurrence in proposed arrangements. 


Tehran, July 8, 1909. 























(25790) No, 97, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 
(No. 547.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahel, Juty 8, 1909, 





IN reply to your telegram No. 348 of the Gth Jul 
Muk fh 





per-ed-Dowleh always given proof of 
, but his attitude is markedly reactiona 
my Russian colleague and 1 privatel 
we thought fit to form p 


ndly feelings for His Majesty's 





y. 
y suggested to His Majesty the persous 
rt of the Ministry we did not ask for any change in 



















the telegraphs because this portfolio does not imply’ a seat. in the Cabinot and because 
of the present Minister's experience of the administration of this department, His 
uiselilness, mor 1 the negotiations then pending as to the Arabistan lines inclined 





me to wish for his retention, 

He has, however, now earned violent unpopularity by interfore 
from one centre of the nationalist movement to another, “Should the 
ntering Tehran and he be in office, I am inclined to think that his 
‘ould Ye small, He wonld, moreover, I have reason to believe, be willing 
n his post and he knows that at any time he would be received at’ this 














succeed 
of sufi 
to resi 











the demands number 
rit of our programm 
aud to admit of execution, 

‘The traitors referred to 
entourage. 





4 and 7 in my telegram No. 538 were, in my opi 
of ret ‘They alone appeared to me hoth to be 











e Amir Yang and other members of the Shuli's 





(25792) 


No, 98. 


‘ Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 8.) 
19, 


raphic.) DP. Gulahek, July 8, 1909, 


WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. 546 and 548 of the 8th July, I hav 
te learaplied to His M i 
*(No, 





5 coustl-general at Bushire as tallow; 





192.) 
“Lapprove of the advice which you have given to the governor-general and of the 
y which you gave to the local assembly. It would, however, be better to refrain 

ny official communication, 

“T'see no objection to the course which is proposed with regard to the customs 
receipts, on condition that mone idrawn only with the consent of some person in 
whom you ca You might in any case point out to the local 











place full confidence 
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assembly that, whatever may happen, the monthly instalments will be entirely devoted 
to that purpose which the arrangement, concluded between the Persian Government and 
His Majesty's legation, acting on instructions from Government, prescribes, 
1 trust that you will do all in your power to discourage the proposed boycott, a 
motion which would best serve to defeat its own ends. . 
‘ You should lose no opportunity to remind malcontents of the reiterated assevera- 











Unless these men are required in Tehran for the purpose mentioned they will not 
proceed beyond Kassim.” 





[25793] No. 99. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 
Gulahek, July 8, 1909. 


ign legations here have received a telegram fom the Sipahdar in 
entations to him, his demands of the Shab, and our reply to these, ave 





which our repr 
set forth, 

1 He states that if the Court, on the advice of the representatives, accepts the 
people's demands for constitutional Gover ment, and takes steps to carry them into 
effect, his follow ain loyal to the Shah, but that if the nation is forced to 
take strong action owing to the delay in taking the measures indicated, it will be 
justified before the world. 











[25794] No. 100. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 






Gulahek, July 8, 1909. 








ly penultimate telegram, 

ceived a report from His Majesty's consul-yeneral at Bushire stating 
that it is believed that the local assembly has addres a telegram for communi: 
cation to the Cabinet to the ulema of Tehran. It is said to be to the following 
effect :-— 














of the ports of the Persian Gulf will, if Russian troops do not 
Persian territory, decline to recognise the central authorities at 
ehran, and constitute themselves as an independent people, taking over control of all 
vernment departments in the Gulf region,” 












A inore serious aspect is given by this to the letter addressed to His Majesty's 
cousul-general by the same body, 1 have therefore now instructed him to tend a 
formal reply to the assembly. It is to the effect that “it would be clearly inexcusable 
for the anjuman to usurp the functions of Government now that the Shah has restored 
the constitution, and the work pre auratory for the convocation of Parliament: is being 

en in hand. That, moreover, it is in the best interest of the intew ity of Persia that 
the people of Bushire should refrain from a second secession fiom their allegiance, and 
should give their loyal support to the Central Government, and thus offer a fair 
opportunity for testitig the value of the restored constitution, 


























[25796] No. 102°, 
Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8,) 


(Welegraphic,) P. Batoum, July 8, 1909. 

THAR from iis Majesty's vico-consul at Baku that it is reported there that on 
the 6th July two companies of sappors, one regiment of Cossacks, and one field battery 
embarked there for Enzoli. 





[1605] s° 
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(25775) No. 101, ’ 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 8.) 
(No. 350.) 


(Telegraphie,) P. St, Petersburgh, July 8, 1909. 

T AM informed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that the military authorities 
have received no information to the effect that ‘the Russian expedition has already left 
Baku, I think, nevertheless, that the troops are probably already on their way. 

I have instructed His Majesty’s consul at Batoum to report direct to you any 
information which he may gain on the subject from Baku, . 





(25795) No. 102. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reoeived July 8.) 
(No, 352.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St, Petersburgh, July 8, 1909. 
PERSIA, Dispatch of Russian troo 


With reference to my telogram No, 360 of today/a date, Thave the honour to xeport 
that T learn from the Rasalan Mintatsr for Poveien Afaire that ney hts bean received 
to the effect that a regiment of Cossacks reached Enzeli on the 7th July. 








(25677] No. 103. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sit G, Barclay. 
2 oe) P. Foreign Offce, July 8, 1909. 
DISPATCH of Russian troops 
Please see your telegram No, 543 of the 7th July. 





Armed intervention in Persia would involve considerable danger, and I have 
endeavoured to make the Russian Government, understand this, pointing out te them 
at the same time that a crisis might be brought about in Tehran by the dispatch of a 
Russian force, and that in that case foreigners in ‘Tehran who are not at this moment 
subject toany great risk might he exposed to some danger. In reply, the Russian 
Government have assured me that they believe the foreign legations to be exposed to 
areal danger at present, and that they feel that consequently a great responsibility 

alves upon them, but they further declare that unless the legations and foreign 
establishments are in such « eritical position after tho arrival of the force at Kasyin, 
the latter will not proceed to ‘Tehran. I shall watch events carefully and keop in 
communication with the Russian Government on the subject, so as to be able to 
intervene later, if necessary, with @ view to influencing their policy, if possible, in 
avour of adherence to nonintervention, and you should also endeavour to. keep in 
close toneh with your Russian colleague, Meanwhile, it seoms to me that any further 
Tepresentations on the subject are at present unnecessary. 



































(25799) No. 104. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 





.)) Foreign Office, July 8, 1909 
ZAL-ES-SULTAN. 
of the 1st July, 


Please see m 
reece informing him that the Zil starts toanorrow 
d, where he is at this 
It is improbable, according to Preece, that the Zil intends at present returning to 
Persia, and he has done his best to persuade him not to do #0. 


















(1665) 
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(25692) No. 105. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 854.) 
(Welegraphic) P. Foreign Office, July 8, 1909. 
T APPROVE your action with regard to Karameuleli’s Tequest as reported in 
your telegram No, 545 of the 7th July. 





(25800) No. 106. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther, 

(No, 395.) 

(Telegraphic) PB. Foreign Office, July 8, 1909. 
THE Russian Ambassador to-day made a communication, of which the following 

is a précis :— 


“All recent telegrams show that ‘Turks are increasing their forces at Urumia, 
cectipying Persian villages a5 far as lake, and using the violenco of the Kurds as 
pretext for inducing the population to apply for ‘Turkish nationality. ‘Turkish consul 
at Dilman has attacked Persian nationalists, and driven thom in flight to Tabreez. 

“This interference appears to Russian Government inadmissible, in view of 
obligations as to maintenance of Persian integrity imposed by Anglo-Russian agree~ 
ment and previous conventions. 

“Russian Government accordingly propose to instruct Russian 
Constantinople to demand withdrawal of Turkish troops from Persian territory, and 
dispateh of formal instructions to ‘Turkish consuls in Urumia district not to interfere 
in Persian affairs nor to grant ‘Turkish nationality to the local population. 

‘They consider our support: to this represontation indispensable, and suggest that 
you should enter, into preliminary exchange of views with Russian chargé d'affaires, 
\with a view to make a communication as far as possible identic. 

“They mention, as arguments for use at Sublime Porte, repeated assurances of 
‘Purkish Government that they intend no aggression nor interference in Persia, and 
thoir froquent promises to withdraw their troops from what is indisputably Persian 
territory.” 


Teonenr in the proposal made by the Russian Government, and you are authorised 
to act according 

In making the representation to tho Porte you should especially draw their 
attention to the impropriety of making use of the action of the Kurds as a pretext for 
forcing the local population to adopt Turkish national 





[25615] No. 107. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 





{25690} No. 108. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No, 858,) 
(Welegraphic.) PB. 
SITUATION at Shiraz, 
I agree that action should be deferred pending receipt of report from Sir G. 
Barclay of his conference with the Russian chargé d’aliaires (see your telegram 
‘No, 319 of the 7th July). 


Foreign Office, July 8, 1009. 
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(25780! No. 109. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Cartwright, 

(No. 261.) _ z 
(Tolegraphic.) P. __ Foreign Office, July 8, 1909. 

IF the Zil-es-Sultan were to return to Persia at this moment there is a danger that 
some section of the population might put him forward as a candidate for the throne; 
in this case our guarantees would, of course, no longer hold Good and the situation 
would be greatly complicated. ‘The Russian Government. accordingly request that you 
may be instructed to join your Russian colleague in persuading the Zil, who they say 
is now in Vienna, not to return to Persia until the present acute crisis is at an end. 
You are authorised to act in concert with your Russian colleague as desired, So long 
as the crisis in Tehran continues our attitude with regard to the Zil’s return remains 
unchanged, but we hope that a state of order and security may eventually be restored 
in Southern Persia, where British trade is at present at a standstill, by the appointment 
of the Zil as Governor of Fars. 2 





(25800) No. 110. 
Memorandum communicated by Count Benckendorff, July 8, 1900. 


TOUTES les plus récentes informations télégraphiques portent’ quo les Tures 
introduisent & Ourmiah un nombre de troupes de plus on plus considéruble, occupent 
des villages incontestablement persans, jusqu’au lac, ot profitent des violences. des 
Kourdes pour induire la population A demander la sujétion turque. A Dinnan lo 
consul de Turquie a attaqué les Nationalistes persans, les obligeant i s'onfuir 
Tabreez. 

En rapprochant ces faits de la proposition que Tarkan Pacha a fait an Gonverne- 
ment Tmnpérial de rappeler la garde consulaire russe @Ourmiah et de coniier en ce 
district la garde des consulats rus forces militaires turques, force est de conclure 
que les agents et officiers tures i Ourmiah n’agissent’ pas i insu de lour Gouyerne- 
went. Il faudrait eroire que le Gouvernement. turo, eontinuant en cette partie de la, 
Perso sa politique traditionnelle, aurait décidé do quitter son. attitude de neutralité par 
Tapport aux aflaires en Perse et dy prendre une part active—ingéronco qui ne nous 
parait pas admissible. 

D'un c6té, "importance stratégique du district d’Ourmiah pour la frontidre russe 

Jauease, de Vautre les obligations contractées par la Russie et Angletorre par la 
conyention de 1907, concernant Vintégrité du territoire persan, obligent le Gouvorne- 
‘nent Impérial & porter une attention spécialement sériouse sur la politique turque dans 

co persino en question. 
s Pensons qu'une protestation résolue auprés du Gouvernement. ottoman est 
ispensable. Nous comptons charger M. Svetchino de demaulor lo rappel 
8 troupes turques du territoire persan et dexiger quo des instructions formelles 
ent expédiées aux agents consulaires tures {dans le district d’Ourmigh, do wabstenir 
ingérence dans les affaires persanes et ne pas accorder Ja sujétion turque bln 
population locale. 3 

Mais pour que cette démarche ait le succds désirable Vappui énergique de 

mbassadour d’Angleterre i Constantinople nous parait indispensable —-appui 
exprimé le plus possible en mémes termes. 

Veuillez on conférer avec Sir Edward Grey, lui représenter la sérieuse gravité de 
cette alfaire et me télégraphier sa réponse. 

Dans notre idée, Sir Gerard Lowther et M. Svetchine pourraiont ontamer un 
‘change de yues préalable, 

es arguments qui pourraient fournir une base A cette démarche commune sont 
les assurances réitérdes de la Porte qu'elle ne poursuit en Porse aucune visée do 
“ongnétes et n'a aucune intention de s'ingérer dans les affaires porsanos, ainsi quo les 
Promesses réitérées de retirer ses troupes de la zone contestée. 
Ambassade de Russie, Londres, 
le 8 juillet, 1909, 
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(25884) No. 111, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived July 9.) 

(No. 552.) . 
(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, July 8, 1909, 

T'UBATN from M. Sabline that 500 Cossacks, a battery of four guns, some 
sappers, and one battalion of infantry constitute the detachment being sent to Engeli. 

‘The orders to the officer in command, which he has read tome, specifically define 
the purposes which this force is destined to serve in Persia. 

Yesterday morning some part ofthese troops reached Engel : 2 

A vehement protest has been made by the Resht Anjuman to the foreign legations 
threatening that a boycott of Russian goods will be imposed. 








(25913) No, 112, 
Sir G, Barélay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received July 9.) 
(No, 553.) 
(Pelographic.) P. Gulakek, July 9, 1909. 
HORMUZ oxide. 





T can ascertain nothing in reply to your telegram No. 32 

ster for Foreign Affairs, who is at present seriously ill. 
1 am at present inclined to suspect that the story is an attempt to blackmail 
Moin-ut/Uujjar. Ido not believe his concession for Hormuz, has expired in which ease 
any eflort on or part. towards securing this concession would do no good, and would 
only serve to offond Moin, 


9 of the Sth July from 





the } 









(25914) No, 113, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 





554.) 
‘legraphie.) _P. 
IMPERIAL commissioner of oil compan: 
1s io objeetion to the appointment of Me. Kihabj, proposed in your telegram 
No, 326 of the 3rd July, and will ask it of the Minister for Foroign Affains as 
he is well enough to attend to business. 





Gulahek, July 9, 1909. 




























(25904) No, 114, 
ir F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
(No. 143.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. Vienna, July 9, 1909. 
ZIL-BS-SULTAN. 






On receipt of your telegrams Nos. 261 and 262 of y y's date, went to see 
the Russian Ambassador. His Excellency has as yet received no instructions as to 
‘aoting with me in endeavouring to dissuade Zil-es-Sultan from continuing) his jour 
to Porsia, ‘Tho Russian Ambassador has telegraphed for instructions asf to how he 
should act should Ziles-Sultan come to Vienna. He had not any idea that the latter 
vas about to arrive here. 

TT can il-es-Sultan may T act alone, should the Ru 
receive reply in time ? 














nn Ambassador not 








(25792) No. 115. 


Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 







Foreign Office, July 9, 1909. 





or Cox and your instructions to him, as reported in your 
501 of the Sth instant. 
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[25794] No. 116, 


Sir Rdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 359. 

(Telegraphic) P. 
SITUATION at Bushire. 
With reference to the action of the local assembly at Bushire, as reported in. your 

telegram No, 551 of the 8th July, it might with advantage be pointed out on a suitable 

‘occasion that the present crisis is due to the revolutionaries of Kasvin and the Bakhtiari 

having threatened the capital at the moment when the constitution had been 

re-established, and the withdrawal of the Russian troops from 'Tabreez had actually 
begun. 


Foreign Office, July 9, 1909, 


(25904) No. 117. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Cartwright. 
263.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
ZIL-ES-SULTAN, 
Tn reply to your telegram No. 143 of the 9th July, you should not approach the 
Zil-ee-Sultan uniil your Iussian calleaguo Has received iustruotions| from lis Govern: 
t, with whom the suggestion originated. 


Foreign Office, July 9, 1909, 








(26013) No, 118. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 
(No. 555.) 
(elegraphic.) R. Tehran, July 10, 1909. 

RUSSIAN chargé d'affaires informs me that Russian detachment loft Resht this 
morning. 





(26023) No, 119, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 


(No, 556.) 
(Telographic,) P, Gulahek, July 10, 1909. 

SARDAR ASSAD and Sipahdar have addressed telegrams to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, who is attending to urgent. business in spite of doctors’ orders to the 
contrary. ‘The former is the less uncomprising of the two telegrams, 

Saad-ed-Dowleh has returned a reply to the effect that ho is willing to receive the 
two leaders’ delegates and to discuss any legitimate proposals which may tend towards 
‘settlement, He has at the same time made it clear that those of their demands which 
are evidently unconstitutional cannot be entertained by the Shah's Government. 





(26024) No. 120, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 
(No, 557.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 10, 1909, 

PERSONS in Shiraz have received a telegram from Constantinople to the oflect 
that the Ulema of Nejef intend to come to Persia to offer resistance to the Russian 
troops. 

‘Samsam at Ispahan has received another telegram from the same place which 
states that the independence of Persia is the first, object of the Constitution. It goes 
on to complain of foreign intervention and, urging that matters at ‘Tehran should 
speedily be brought to a conclusion, extorts Samsam to ‘‘\arn the tribes that there is 
grave danger threatening Islam and Persia.” 


[1665] 
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(25794) No. 121. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 


lo. 872.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION at Bushire. 
M, Isvolsky should be informed of the substance of Tebran telegram No. 551 and 
my telegram No. 359 to Sir G. Barclay of tho 8th and 9th instant respectively. 


Foreign Office, July 10, 1909. 





(26025) No, 122 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 
(No, 558.) 
(Telographic,) P. Gulahek, July 11, 1909. 
1 AM telegraphing to Major Ramsay at Bagdad to the following effect :— 
Can you inform me ag to the truth of a report of a secret nature which has 


reached me that the Ulema have started for Persia from Nejef to offer resistance to the 
Rassians, 








(26026) No. 123. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 
P, Gulakek, July 11, 1909. 


‘OLLOWING is telegram No, 63 of yesterday's date from His Majesty's acting 
Shiraz 





consul 





T learn that there is danger, not, however, immediate, that the Lari Seyyid will 
bring a foree to Shiraz 
The So 





at the invitation of the governor-general to attack Kavam, 
id, who is known to be of an irresponsible and violent charactor, would, it is 
y to bo feared, show violence to the Russian consul should he succeed in reaching, 

My Russian colleague is talking of asking for an increase of his Cossack 
guard, Could you lot me know beforchand whether, in caso of emergency, I could 
oxpect a reinforcement from Bushire if the Seyyid wore to advance without giving 
provions warning.” 


















(26028) No, 124. 


Sir F, Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 
(No, 144.) 
(Telographic.) P. Vienna, July 11, 1909 
YOUR telogram No, 261 of the 8th July : Ziles-Sultan, 
‘Tho Russian Ambassador and I had an interview this morning with the Ziles- 
10 arrived in Vienna last night. We succeeded, after a protracted discussion, 
in persuading the Princo not to leave Vienna for a few days, in order that we might 
have time to refer to our Governments for 
‘The Prinee declared that the reason. fo 
had appealed to him to help to save the dyna 
to return, He denied any wish to cause political disturbances; he was not a revo- 
Iutionist, and had never revolted against the central Government. If he had wished to 
e trouble he would have entered Persia by Bagdad, for the southern tribes there 
‘1 sent to him tosay they would accept him as their leader. ‘The Anglo-Russian 
‘understanding had his full approval ; the rival efforts of the two Powers had formerly 
hoon a danger to Persia, and the agreement would be her salvation. He had the 
integrity of Persia at heart, though he was not anti-Russian. He begged that ho might 
be permitted to resto his journey to Porsia, where it was his duty to be at the moment 
of crisis. 
We informed tho Zil-es-Sultan that no animosity was entertained against him by 
our Governments, ‘The Prince seemed to be pleased by the assurance which the 
Russian Ambassador gave him that the feelings of the Russian Government towards 


















uruey to Persia was that the Shah 
d had commanded him by telegraph 































(26027) No, 123. 
Sir G Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 


(No, 560.) 

(Telographic.) P. Gulahek, uly 11, 1809, 
PLEASE see my immediately preceding telegram ropoating Mr. Bill's No, 63. 
Thave replied as follows, No. 45 :— 


“Please inform governor-general that ho will be held personally responsible for 
y harm which may result to British interests should the Lari Seyyid. come. to Shira 
Excellency’s invitation, and create disturbances there. I am urging the Porsian 
Government to send instructions to governor-general to spare no effort to deter tho 

id from taking this step. 

“J shall also ask M.Sabline to telegraph similar instructions to your Russian 
colleague. 

“Thave repeated the first paragraph of your telegram No. 63 to His M 
cousul-general at Bushire, and am communicating with him as to the possibility of 
sending you a reinforcement from Bushire in case of emergency. You should inform 
him what foree would be required.” 











[1665] 
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him were friendly. We told him it was in his own interest that we were giving him 
this advice. It would be a matter of regret to us if he were to take some foolish action 
at present which would compromise his future utility. He might, we said, render yet 
great services to his country in circumstances which might arise later. He would 
inevitably pass into the hands of the revolutionists if he rejected the advice of the two 
Powers and went to Persia now; and Russia and England would then be obliged to 
discontinue their support to him. 

The Prince at last consented not to leave Vienna for the present. He is anxious 
to know whether he can continue his journey or not, and the Russian Ambassador has 
therefore asked his Government to send as early a reply as possible to his telegram. 


(26029) No, 125. 
Sir F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 11.) 


(No. 145. Confidential.) 
(Velegraphic,) P. Vienna, July 11, 1909. 

MY telegram No. 144 of to-day: Zil-es-Sultan. 

I learn from the chief adviser of His Highness that life in Europe is boring to the 
Prince, and he also wishes to return to Persia for financial reasons, which influence 
him largely. 

‘The Zil-es-Sultan made a complaint to me that the undertaking which the British 
Government gave to protect his property had not been fulfilled by them. 

‘The Prince declared that the revolutionists had no leaders who were capable of 
creating a stable Government; they could only upset things. They wero not, I 
gathered from the Prince and his advisers, so very numerous, but their efforts to upset 
the Shah met with the sympathy of many persons, for the royal entourage could be no 
longer tolerated. 

Twas told by the Prince's adviser that a very formidable religious rising was 

y to take place against the Russian troops if they remained too long in the interior 


ke 
of Persia, and especially if they took up the defence of the hated Palace régime. 

‘The Zil-es-Sultan said to me that Persia needs administrative improvement rather 
than political changes. The administration might be reorganised, province by province, 
by an Anglo-Russian temporary board of financial advisers. : 

‘The conversations which I had with the Zil-es-Sultan and his adviser left on my 
mind the impression that they consider the Prince to be the only man who is capable 
of ruling Persia, perhaps as Regent. 





(26073) No. 126, 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 
(No, 520.) 
, ‘Therapia, July 7, 1909. 

| HAVE the honour to report that thre appeared in the “‘Tanin” of the 3rd July 
long article by Ismail Hakki, of Bagdad, on the eastern boundaries of Turkey in Asia, 
containing certain points which may be of interest. . 

Ismail Hakki doubts whether the Rus troops will be-withdrawn from Persia, 
although perhaps the Bnglish Government believes that they will. Defeated in her 
‘uttempt to expand eastwards, Russia is seeking an outlet in Azerbaijan, and perhaps 
to-morrow vill turn in another direction, which might be unpleasant for ‘Turkey. 
The position is very critical from the ‘Turkish point of view. Bngland is following a 

policy with incomprehensible trust. Turkey had formerly one neighbour on 
; now there is the danger of there being two 

If Bngland imitates Russia nothing can be said. Of course the present Liberal 
‘Abinet has no such intention. It wants to facilitate rather than hinder the task of 

Persian patriots; but to fulfil this desire, and to save Northern Persia from the 

nightmare of interference,” the Russo-English agreement should be limited to 
®conomic sphere. On the eastern frontier of ‘Turkey many difficultquestions are 
gathering. “Let us sce,” he concludes, “ what statesman will cut the knot and save 
Snr eastern frontier from the storm,” 
T have, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER, 








| 
| 
: 
| 
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(26080) No. 127. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 

(No, 527.) 

Sir, Therapia, July 7, 1909. 

THAVE the honour to confirm my telegram No. 227 of the Sth July, reporting 
that the Russian Embassy here had made a written communication to the Porte 
concerning the dispatch of a Russian force to occupy the Resht-Kasvin section of the 
‘Dehran road. 

‘As is perhaps natural, an increasing interest has recently been taken by governing 
circles here in the present developments in Persia, ‘The Persian anjuman here is in 
close touch with the Committee of Union and Progress, and, as you are aware, Ahmed 
Riza Boy, Prosident of the Chamber, has been requested by the Persian Nationalists to 
interest himself in their struggle. Ho has declared his readiness to do all in his power 
to support the constitutional cause in Persia. As already explained, his view and that 
of the Young Turks is that His Majesty’s Government has been deceived by the 
Russians, whose occupation of Tabreez, &c., will be permanent, unless Turkey comes 
to tho rescue by dispatching troops to places in Azerbaijan with the idea of with- 
drawing them ouly when the Russian forces retire. This explains the recent increase 
of Turkish forces at Urumia, Dilman, and Khoi 
Since the deposition of Abdul Hamid, the ‘Turkish view has been that a similar 
treatment should be meted out to Mohammed Ali Shah, whether he granted a constitution 
or not, and, according to Turks, this is the idea underlying the present march of the 
Bakhtiaris, c., on Tehran, ‘There would seom little doubt that the Young’Turks have 
advised the Persians to imitate the action of Mahmoud Shevket Pasha in marching on 
Constantinople, smd deposing a Sovereign whose professed constitutional tendencies 
were mistrusted by the Liberal leaders, while it is commionly stated that the intention 
is to got rid of the Kajar dynasty and replaco it by a Bakhtiari or Sefavi ruler, if the 
latter can be found, ‘The Russian Embassy here has apparently looked with com- 
plaeoney on the movement of Turkish troops to Urumia, & 

have, & 


Gi 











































SRARD LOWTHER. 





(26285) No. 128. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 12,) 





‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous letter, 
copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the Ist July, regarding Abu Musa oxide. 


India Office, July 10, 1909. 








Tnelosure in No. 128. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic.) P. India Office, July 1, 1909. 

OXIDE on Abu Musa. See my telegram dated the 28th May, 1909. ‘The German 
Government were informed by a note from the Foreign Office, dated the 14th ultimo (# 
copy of which was enclosed with letter of the 18th ultimo from Secretary, Political 
Department, India Ollice), that the mining operations of which complaint was made 
“have now ceased,” and that they were for the extraction, as a sample for a finn 
i ted in the trade, of a few hundred tons Oral inquiry has now been 
by German Embassy whether the meaning of this was that there would be no 
ment of the oxide; otherwise, it was stated, German nent protested against 
shipment, and requested that it might be stopped. It was explained in reply that the 
meaning of the words in question was, not that shipments had been stopped, but that 
mining operations iad ceased. Shipment, it was added, had presumably taken place 
already. [request that facts may be reported. 


ee 




















































[26343] No. 129. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 





(No. 561.) 

(Telegraphic) P. 
T HAVE received the follo 

Majesty's consul at Keriman : 


Gulahek, July 12, 1909. 
wf telegram No. 26 of today's date from His 








‘A report has reached me from Dahany, emanating from Redkhoda Kemal Khan 
Narui, who has recently arrived there, to the effect that Baluchis are making prepara- 
tions to set out against Kerman and Bam at the end of the present Mahommedan 
month, He talks of a letter, of which he promises to produce the original, sent 
lately to the Baluchi chiefs by the Russian consul at Seistan, and_pr them a 
payment if they will conclude an agreement with Russia, He. considers thooe 
intrigues to be the sole cause of the present unrest in Baluchistan, 
“Te is certain that if the Baluchis reach Bam the Afshars will steal a m: 
the and seize Kernan, | The tribes will be completely out of hand, and ev 
will be in serious ¢ 
























rch on 
ryone here 
















(26344) 


No, 130, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received July 12.) 



















Gulahek, July 12, 1909, 
sued by the Persian Government to the nationalist leaders to 
rposes of negotiation (please see my telegram No, 556 of the 
Alone a further opportunity for my Russian colleagive anvl mysel€ to use 
towards bringing about a settlement between the rival parties, 




































shang? Shalt as secretly promised us that, if the nationalist threes will undertake to 
bandon hostilities and. disperse, he will expel fiom the palace, the persons to whom 
they take objection, | Hi that in the event: of the conditional promise 
becoming known, Amir Jan, 1s would desert him, requested us to obse 


2 r svorecy 
nsequently we have made no mention of it to the popular leadersr 
ssassuired them that it is our f that the Shah would take 
‘of their demands as were of a constitutional character, 
their part send delegates and gave the required undertak 


‘on this point, 
Walinvern 
into ca 














No. 131, 
Rdward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 


Tehran, July 12, 1900, 








ting about LM miles west of the town, in 
were both engaged oh Nationalist sido, 
t side was the Bakhtian Khan Amir Mufakham, with a small 
r that the fight is likely to continne, and is at present indecisive, 


Sardar Assad’s for 






















No, 182, 









Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 12.) 


Gulahek, July 12, 1900, 





1 propose, subject to 
sible to 
hi 





ur approval, to instruct His Majesty's consul at Seistan, if 
ey to the Baluc to the effect thi 


a , intervention would 
[Low tom the disorders whieh they appeaw to contemplate, and to make it ‘ 
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clear to them that Russia has been obliged to send troops into Persia by the revolutionary 
movements which have taken plac 

T would suggest that, if these instructions meet with your approval, the Govern- 
ment of India might, if the Resident st Chogai is in touch with the Persian Baluchis, 
instruct him in a similar sense, 





[26340] No. 1 


) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 12.) 
b, 
legraphic,) P. Gulakek, July 12, 1909, 
‘THIS actual position at Shira s eh hins, in order 
to overawe the Kawamis, called in the Kashy ‘ n Lari. ‘The 
Kawami brothers, on the other hand, could, when they wis in the neighbouring 
Arabs as their p x 
ras Eknow the Zi with the 
ted, but the pre is © tide the mere 
vent of his appointment to the Governorship: ¢ Fars, there- 
i conaort with my Tnssian colleague, ugg the Persian Gov 
to make an aunouncement to this eflvct. 
We shall not for the present press for the removal of the Kawami brothers as we 
had intended, as further information points to such a course being undesirable. 





(26024) No. 


« Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O Beirne. 
(No, 882. 
(Velographic.) R 
ING. BAROLAY'S telegram 
Inform Russian) 


Foreign Office, July 12, 1909. 
of the 10th July: Ulemas of Nejef. 





[26416] 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 18.) 


Gulanek, July 18, 1909, 
been ent, informs me that 
Uby the fadii this morning, and possession was taken of the town. 
rt itis possible te tain, but T have instructed Major Stokes 
and Mr Churchill to go into the dl verity this 
_ Avwish has alt ; vgie to bring the cavalry 
at present in the neighbourhood of , on to Tehran. . 





(26487) No, 136, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 
P 


ppointment of ZiLes-Sultan as governor: Wz 
nti Masoud will act as his deputy pending His bnperial Hig 


Zil’s return was not at 


nt of His Highness's 
Appointment, aud the departiire of 


A telogran has been dispatch 
announced wsoud is 
to act in his ph 
the 


75 


[26493] No. 187, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 


Galahek, July 18, 1909. 
marters of Tehran are now in the hands of the 
hold the Cossack barracks and the Gun Square, 
firing is in progress. * has been a complete absence of looting, and, 
nay possibly result from stray bullets, no danger to European subjects is 
d. 
Nationalist forces, I understand, evaded the Royalist troops and made their 
cliran practically without opposition. 5 ‘ 
his morning M, Sabline received most alarmist reports from town, He is, 
reassured. We have received the most satisfactory assurances as 
zn interests from the nationalist leaders, 


Sir G, Burelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 13.) 


P; Gulaiek, July 18, 1909. 
 LIAKHOW has, 1 understand, been urging the Russian chargé 
the Russian troops at Kazvin to proceed towards Tehran, ‘The 


) ures me that he is determined not to adopt this measure unless 
extreme need should*warrant it, 





(25495) No. 139, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 13.) 


De ulahek, July 18, 1909. 
RN from Mr. Chur town, that desultory 
fighting in the neighbourhood of the Gun Square still continues 
own is otherw , both sides rema val on 
aropean An iss qua 
main position, with a smal 


‘aud from Mr, Churchill that Sardar Assid hopes that the Shah will 

ake bast, and thus bring about a 4 dénouement, but M. Sabline. tells 

he hears that His Majesty has some 3,000 and sixteen guns at 
nd that he intends to hold out ther 





(26496) No. 140. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 


1. 
ffieeesphic) P. 
SHIRAZ sitnat 
His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire could send twenty-five men front his escort,’ 
admival could dispatch a Ma: yy of five or six me r one officer, should 
eof dai Shiraz command’ this step. War-ship will remain temporarily 


Gulahek, July 13, 1909, 


It is possible tha id Hussein Lari will abandon the idea of an advance upon 

‘nnoxinoement of the Zil-es-Sultan’s appointment, and that a general improvement 

of the situation wi yet E should be glad of your p 1 to onder dispatch 
of these reinforcements i acy 

is remote, and 


3 consequently refrained 
from mentioning the proposed step to my Russian colleague, 
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[26423] No. 141. 
Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13.) 


phic.) P. Batoum, July 18, 1909. 
JSSIAN troops for Persia. 
embarkation of troops (probably two infantry battalions) took place 
seeroily at Baku yesterday. 
Vice-consul reports that he is trying to ascertain the distinguishing marks of and 
iculars concerning these two battalions. 


(26340) No. 142. 
Sir Bdicard Grey to Mv, O' Beirne. 


phic.) P. Foreign Office, July 13, 1909. 
YOU should suggest to Minister for Foreign Affairs, in connection with Zi 
Sultan's return to Pers { he is appointed governor-general of Fars, he might 
roluru vid Bushire to Shiraz, which would take him about six weeks. 
You should also communicate to M, Tsvolsky substance of telegram No. 665 of the 
12th July from Tehran. 





[26416] No. 1. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne: 
(No. $89.) 
(@elogmiphie.) P. Foreign Office, July 13, 1909. 

T SPOKE to. the Russ Ambassador to-day about Si Barclay’s telegram: 
reporting on the situati pout the information which has reached us that more 
Russian troops have been embarked at Baku for 

J told his Excellency that the reports whic 
existence anywhore of serious danger to fore and proper 
how difficult, it yas to. show the necessity of sending such large mumbers of troops for 
their protection, We li ‘Mehran order was not disturbed 

Mistrst of the 1, was the 
preset circumstances. troops were sent to ‘Teliran severe fighting might’ ¢ 
‘object of which would be simply to keep the Shah on the tl Tn consequence, ho 
would be disowned by all the rst of Persia, and his ninent regarded as Russian 
and foreign. Persia would thon break up, and the situation of all of us become very 
difficult and embarrassing. 

Comit Borickendorlt objected that if the force employed were comparatively large 
it would be more likely to be able to withdraw after the complete attainment of its 
objets but T fear that an impression of milit jon is already being produced 

t size of the force, aud that wides jsturbances may result from the 


1 against 
principle 
muintained, so long as there was no danger to foreigners, there would be uo reason 

for the troops to «lvance to ‘Tehran. 





(26484) No. LH. 
Sir Edward Grey ta Sir G. Barclay. 


AB Foreign Office, July 13h, 1900, 
R of disturbances at Shiraz (see yor x and 560 of the 


Lith July 
We aro ashing that instructions may be sent by Admiralty to commander of 
His Majesty’s ship" Song” to do anything required hy Major Cox, should the 
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after consulting His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz and you, ask for protection. The two 
consuls should, however, do nothing without instructions from you. 

We have heard from Admiralty that His Majesty's consul at Shiraz has asked that, 
jf necessary, sepoys who are to be sent should he accompanied by a naval Maxim 
detachment. 





(24876) No, 145. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Lowther. 
No, 202. 
ne } Foreign Office, July 13, 1909. 
‘THE Turkish Ambassador handed to Sir C. Hardinge on the 30th ultimo a com- 
mmmnication, copy of which is enclosed,® relative to the situation erented at Uramia by 
once there of Turkish and Russian troops. In communicating 
this document, which contains instructions addressed by the ‘Turkish Government to 
their Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, Tewlik Pasha observed that he did so for the 
information of His Majesty's Government. 
©. Hardingo informed his Excellency that the question is one which does not 
Majesty's Government, except in so far as they are interested in tho 
illity in Persia, and of the integrity of that country, Hv thanked 
Tewik Pasha, however, for the information and assurances contained in the concluding 
sentences of tho communication, and told him that your Bxcellency had received 
structions to make representations respecting the action of the Turkish consul-goneral 
at Tabreez, 
‘At the time when the conversation here recorded took place Twas unaware of tho 
resonce of any Russian troops at Urumia, but 1 haye since received, through His 
Majesty's Ministor at ‘Tehran, a despatch from His Majesty's consul-general at, Tabreez, 
roporting that forty Russian infantrymen haye byen sent there for the protection of the 
Rus ~-constlate and of Russian and other foreign subjects. 
10 doubt the troops to which the communication refers. 
Tam, &. 
ih, GREY. 





(26484) No. M6. 
Adwirally to Foreign Office. (Received July 13.) 


Sir, Admiralty, July 13, 190! 

1 AM-commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the of State for Foreign Affairs, decipher of a telegram, 
dated the 12th instant, from His Majesty's ship “Sphinx” at Bush 

vould he glad to know what instractions the Secretary of State wishes 
Sphinx.” 
Tam, & 
©. 1. THOMAS, 


Tnelosure in No 146, 
From His Majesty's ship “Sphinz” to Admivalty, 
(Telegraphic.) 
on Shiraz is imminent, addition: 
requireil at SI Consul at SI 
aun to reinforce the Sepoys, and the res 


‘Tohiran on this point, There is no immediate danger, but si 


+ Seo Part XVI, No, 798, 
1685] x 
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at any moment. If no further orders are received I intend to take action as requested, 
and in the meantime I am keeping one oflicer and 6 men, with a maxim gun, ready for 
service if required. Ihave asked the commander-in-chief’s approval of my proposed 
action, 





(26498) No. 147. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received July 14.) 
( 
Admiralty, July 13, 190! 
WITH reference to Admiralty letter of to-day’s date, I am commanded by my 
Tords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary 
Affairs, copy of a telegram dated to-day from the commander-i 


Tam, &, 


I, THOMAS. 


Tnelosure in No. 147, 
Commander-in-chief, Kast Indies, to Admiralty, 


(Melegraphic.) P. Trincomalee, July 13, 1909, 

"RIE, senior naval ofliver, Persian Gulf, proposes to dispatch a’ naval force with 
maxim gun to Shiraz, if required, acting on requisition from the resident in the 
Persian Gulf, Thave approved the senior naval officer's proposal. 





[26621] 18. 


Mr, O' Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived July 14.) 
(No, 357.) 
(Volezraphie.) _P. 
1MUATION in Persia, 
When Lsaw M. Tsvolsky to-day, 
in London had not been complete plored, and therefor 
Bxeelloney the stbstance of your conversation with Count Bi 
M. Tavolsky denies altogether that any more troops: br 
originally been decided to send liad been, dispatched, and he also said t 
Government had no intention of send ional force 
possible that the authorities at Baku had made preparations with a view to dispatching 
nen should the ne i 
‘Tho information cont i. Barclay’s telegram 
so fir been preserved in the town, was confirmed 
¥y M. Subline yesterday, which his Bxcelleney read to me. 
that the popular leaders had sai 
Toggation that they would ansie 
éngaged in the hostilities should be safe, M. Sabline when he 
telegram apparently had no intention of orde 
adyance to eliany and, even should it become necessary for him to do so, M. Isvolsky 
observed that no intervention on the Shah's behalf would be a ‘0 this L 
replied that, althongh there was no intention on the part of the Russian Government to 
support the Shah, the result of their troops arriving at ‘Tehran might in fact be to 
afiord His Majesty assistance, 


, to the effect that 
telegram dispatched 
Sabline also reported 
am official of the Russian 
also foreigners not 
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[26622] No. 149 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received July 14.) 


‘elegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, July 14, 1909. 
PLEASE refer to your telegram No. $87 of yesterday's date respecting the 
Fikes Sultan. 
In accordance with your instructions, I have made a communication to M, Isvolsky 
respocting the proposed return of His Imperial Highness to Persia, His Bxcellency 
promised that he wonld let me havea reply without delay. 





(26532) No. 150. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 14.) 
No. 
(i phic.) P. Gulahek, July V4, 1909 

‘S BATTERY has been placed near the American mission-house, and the Persian 
Cossacks are now bombarding the revolutionary forces near the legation from this 
position. 





(26614) No, 151. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 14.) 
(No, 573.) 


lographic.) P. Gulahek, July 15 


THE royalist frees have begun to bombard the town, Tam preceeding nme. 
ely to Sultanatabad with M. e, inorder to urge upon the $I 
of making a truce for negotiations with the natio ists. 


hah the necessity 


ALS a.m. the two dragomans started for Tehran, with the object of seeing the 
nationalist leaders and inducing them to open negotiations, ‘This was at the Shah's 
own sequest, The fighting, however, seems to have become more serious, and it is 
feared that th not be able to enter the town, 

Yesterda sty promised that Telian would not be bombarded. Tt was, 
Lluliove, because his palace there was being attacked that he changed his mind, 





(26623) No. 152. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 14.) 


Gulahek, July 14, 1909. 
in which F reported the 
ud our contemplated joint represen e Shab, 1 beg 
to state that onr audience, which was of a distressing character, had no satisfactory 
ruults. We prayed His Majesty to order the cessation of the bombardment, and to 
ist hat fations might be opened. ‘The Shah replied 
the forces lo were sufficiently strony to overcome the 
rev ‘ud restrained him, but now that they were du Telran ond attacking 
1 ale Ageupamoniene sion 


Is that they might hi 
Tn reply, we stated t jout towards a revonellin= 
tion between’ His Majesty people, ‘The conciliatory counsels tendered to the 
latter had, unhappily. been rejected, and to ask them, to give up_ thei» arms when 
everything was strongly in their favour would certain) wa refusal, If, however, 
‘we could assure them that it was the firm i Shah to grant an armi 
night be able to prevent. them from driving. hon advantage they hi 
obtained, His Majesty would not hear of this proposal. 
On taking leave of His Majesty, we met the Minister for Foreign Affhins, 
told him that it would be useless to ask the revolutionaries to give up their arms, and he 
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requested us to await the result of an audience which he was about to have of His 
Majesty before see informed the Sardars of the result of our representations. To this 
we agreed, but his Exeelleney has not yet communicated with us. 

hy reason of the bombardment, Messrs. Churchill and Barouowsky were unable to 
enter Tehran this morning. 





(265111 No. 153. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 14.) 

(X 

(Telegrap P, 
PERSIAN mujtehids. 
His Majesty's consul-general at Bagdad reports as follows 


Constantinople, July 14, 1909. 


‘Tho exeitement now prevailing at the religious: centres is intense. ‘The ulema 
have hoon talking of going to Persia to rouse the people there ; so far, they have taken 
Public prayer has been stopped at Nejaf and Kerbela, and. from 
the position seems critical males the troops are removed. ‘The ulema have 
today. sent the son of Mullah Mohammed Khorassani and the son-in-law of Seyid 
Abdullah Bebihani as thoir representatives to call on me. ‘They promise that they will 
and ean restore peace in P the Russian troops are withdrawn, and beg. 
Tinglind to use hier influence in this direction. ‘They declare that the soldiers support 
the reactionaries and illense the people, and thus s0 excite the populace that they \ 
ageept uo pei ‘Phough apparently well disposed towards us, the ulems 
resont what the Tr present passive attitude, contrasting it with our former 
support of the constitutional elements. 





(26512) No. 154. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 14.) 

N 
Telegraphic) P. 

ARPAIRS of Persia 

Phe president of the Chambe 1 to me unofficially stating that an 

unfortunate impression has been produced in Constantinople by the joint intervention 

of Ith Britain in Por ‘The two Powers, hi are believed 

to he aulverso to constitutional rule :pathise with the despotism of the Shak. 

T have acknowledged the letter privately, and shall inform the Minister for Foreign 
who is probably not aware that the Iétter has been written, 

marks that it is in tho interest of the good relations existing 

tain that he has made me t ial communication 


Constantinople, July 14, 1909. 


(26513) No. 155. 


Sir G. Lowther (0 Sir Bdwari Grey. (Received July 14.) 





(No, 210.) 
(Polographie) 2. Constantinople, July 1A, 1909. 
ABTATRS of Persi 


With reference to your telegram No, 395 of the Sth July, after consulting with 


Russian cha Mfaires, I have made junication to the Sublime Porte to-day. 
‘Pho communication was identic in substance though not in wording. 


(26339) No. 186. 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 

(No. 869.) 

(Pelexeaphie,) P. Foreign Office, July 14, 1909. 
"BILE, proposed instructions to His Majesty's consul at Seistan (see your telegram 

No, AGL of the 12th duly) have my approval. “1 i ted on 

tlie point whstber it would be possible to instruct the resident at Chagai in the same 
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sense, and whether he would be able to take effective action on such, instructions. 
They have also been invited to make any further suggestions they may think fit as to 
the best course of actio 

Tt might also be well to warn the Baluchis that, should Indian or British subjects 
suffer any loss as a result of their action, His Majesty’s Government will hold them 
responsible, 

‘The original of the letter from the Russian consul, referred to in your telegram 
No. 561 of the 12th July, should be obtained, if possible. 

‘ould it be possible for His Majesty's consul to proceed to Birjand, Bunder 

‘Abbas, or Yozd if danger is to be apprehended at Kerman ? 





(26512) No. 157. 
Sir Edivard Grey to Sir G, Lowther. 


Foreign Office, July 14, 1909. ~ 


disturbances. 
As regards intervention, we have, been most careful to avoid it Russia tas 
fely pronounced her intention of withdrawing her foree as soon as itis certain that 
property are safe, and that communication with ‘Tehran will not be 
tercepted, and she has given assurances that. the vement of these two objects 
form her sole reason for dispateliing troops to Kasvin, 





[26487] 


Rdward Grey to Sir F, Cartwright. 
205.) 
(Velegraphie.) _P. Foreign Office, July 14, 1909, 
1O mot join in making any further representations to the Zil-es-Sultan until a 
decision has been arrived at, on ny suggestion, that leave should be given to the Zil 
to return to Persia vid Bushire. 





26487 
Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendor(f. 


Your Excell Foreign Office, July 14, 1909. 
T HAVE the honour to refer to our conversation of yest vlay, relative to the 
wn of the return to Persia of the Zil-es-Sultan, in the course of which you informed 
inion that His fruperial Highness’s presence in that 
country would be undesirable at the present moment, 
Your Excellency i od conditions which have long pr 
the southern po standstill, whjle practically 
ii property exists even in the immediate neighbonthood of the lar 
This state of affairs has recently become even worse than before, and the la 
which Tis M 


arrangements for the possible ine! 
of His Majesty’s consulate and of the lives and property 
Should the disorder at Shiraz continue and spread, it is impos 
consequence 


fe 
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There can be no doubt that the Zil-esSultan is the only governor capable of 
restoring normal conditions in the south. His authority, energy, and ability fit him, 
and him alone, for the task. _ 

This fact, a8 your Excellency knows, has already received practical recognition of 
the British and Russian representatives at Tehran, who have joined in urging the 
Persian Government the imperative necessity of appointing His Imperial Highness 
Governor-General of Shiraz, ‘These representations have been successful, and the 
appointment has already been announced. 

Tn these cireumstances there appears to be every reason why the Zil-es-Sultan 
should proceed without delay to his new post to take up the work of the restoration of 
order, for, though the mere announcement of his appointment is thought likely to 
have a paeifying effect, it is but too probable that this effect will quickly wear off if it 
is realised that lis Imperial Highness is to remain for any length of time a governor- 
genoral only in name. 7 

M. Isvolsky fears that, if the Zil-es-Sultan were to return to Persia at once, he 
would at once he put forward, by one faction or another, as a candidate for the throne, 
whereby the present difficult situation would he still further complicated, but this 
contingency could be guarded against by exacting from His Imperial Highness the 


6 notive Persian polities, and, still more, 
forward as, cand , be rendered impossible 
Them your Excellency to urge these considerations on M. Isvolsky, and T venture 
to expross the hope that thoir contemplation may lead him to modify the opinion which 
ho hias expressed in a sense favourable to the views set forth above. 
Thave, &e, 
E. 





(25180) No. 160. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 
(No. 102) ie a ae 
Si Foreign Off 4, 19 
a ign Office, July 14, 1909, 
1 HAVE received your despatch No. 118 of the 27th May relative’ to tho’ running 
expenses of the steamsship * Shush 
Looneur in your opinion tht it is mecexsary in prosnt circumstances, to take 
any further action int «i would refer you, in this ec 
o, 102 of the 22nd June, 1908. PN a 
Tam, &e. 
GREY. 


(25183) No. 161. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Fi 
ve ‘oreign Office, July 14, 1909, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 12h March last respecting’ the protection of 
Balreinis in Persia, Tani directed by Secretary -d Grey to transmit to you, to 
tio laid before: the Secretary of State for India, copy of a despateh, as marked! in the 
margin,” from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, inclosing the text of a note which he 
‘ulressed to the Persian Government on this question, 
‘ato that, subject to Lord. Morley"s concurrence, Sir Edward Grey 
pprove the terms of Sir G. Barclay’s note to the Persian Minister for 


Foreign Affair 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





+ No. 49 
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(26339) No. 162. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 14, 1909. 
TAN directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
of telegraphic correspondence with His Majesty's Minister, at ‘Tehran relative to the 
Seported intention of the Buluchis shortly to attack Bam and Kerman. 
T am to enquire whether the Resident at Chagai is in a position to camy out 
stractions similar to those which Sir G: Barclay has been authorised to address to 
fife Majesty's consul in Scistan, and whether Viseount Morley can suggest any further 
Aetion which would have the effect of frustrating the intention of the Baluehis and of 
sTarling the necessary protection to His Majesty's consulate at Kerman should the 
threatened attack take place. 


Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





No, 163. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Foreign Office, July 14, 1909. 

[AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Jouter of the sth instant, marked “Most Confidential,” relative to, the dispatch from 
Thehive of a naval Maxim gun detachment to accompany the Sepoys, whom it is 

ed to send to Shiraz for the protection of His Majesty's consulate, in case the 

Ton at that place should become sufliciently serious to neressitato such a step. 

vin to suggest, in reply, that should the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
cee no objection, instructions should be sent to the comm of His Majesty's ship 
Eytan’ to comply with any request of the kind which His Majesty's consul-general 
at ushire, after consultation with the Minister at ‘Tehran and consul at Shira”, may 
make of hit. 

Sir G, Barclay has been informed by telegraph of the proposal above submitted 
for their Lordships’ consideration, and has heen’ told that the two consular officers 
referred to should, however, take no action without his authority. 

‘im to transinit to you herowith, for their Lordships’ information, paraphrase of a 
tologram which Sit B. Grey has been received from Sir G. Barclay? since the dispateh of 
red to above reporting, on tho situation at Shiraz, and asking authorit 

Al ruinforcements there if necessary for the protection of His Majesty's consulate. 

Tam, & 
LOUIS MALLE! 





{25913} No, 164. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Frank C, Strick and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 14, 1909. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Hdward Grey to ackuow i of your 
letter of the 2nd instant, forwarding copies of correspondence with your agent at 
ie subject of your proposed acquisition of the concessions now held by the 

for the extraction of red oxide in the Persian 
m1, in reply, that the information contained in your letter was 
wlegraph to His Majesty's Minister at Tehrat 
‘ow reported that the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs is at 
ssent too ill to attend to business, and that he lias therefore boen unable to approach 
Excellency porsonally on the subject. He states, however, that, in his own opinion, 
an atiempt to press for the Hormuz, concession would serve uo useful purpose, while it 
would be likely to offend the Moin-ut-Tujjar. 
Tam, & 

LOUIS MALLET. 





* Nos. 129, 182, and 156. No. 140. 
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[26644] No. 165. 


Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 


ae Be, Batoum, July 6, 1909. 

” TITAVE the honour to inform you that it is reported that a regiment of Cossacks, 
one huattery of eight field artillery guns, and two companies of suppers, are on their 
way to Bnzeli in tliree steamers belonging to the Kavkaz and Merenri Steamship 
Company. ae : 

B, STEVENS. 





(26645) paces 


Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July ) 
ge a iatoun, Sul 190: 
Aig 0 vo companies ¢ Rifle Brigade belonging to 
THAVE the honour to report that two companies of the Ritl nsing t 
tho Russian expeditionary forces before ‘Tabroe, under the orders of General Snarsky, 
returned to the Caucasus last w a 
P. STEVENS. 





(26636) No. 167, 


Sir IF. Cartwright to Sir Kihoard Grey.—( Received July 15.) 
Shee nay July 12, 1909. 
IHS Royal Highness the Zil-es-Sultan, accompanied by his son and his gran 
derived in Vionnaon the evening of the L0th instant, and Lat once sent thin w 
Twishod to see him on the following morning—as 1 understood that lhe proposed. to 
contine his j in the afternoon of yesterday—and I added that 1 would be 


story mo ws 
we wore closeted together for t 
‘Minit ane told an ex-Minister of Justice, 
and appirently a ¢ of the P nig as interpreters, We enquired of the 
Prince what his intentions were, and what was the purport of his return to P 
‘Whe Zilees-Sul ing the orders of the Shah, who had 
telographed to him nrginy a inorder that he anight help in 
ing wp the situation, and perhaps in saving the Kajar dynasty. He felt he must 
those orilers ; Pors assing through perilous moments, her integrity was 
bly threatened, and he might do something perhaps to save the independence of 
his comty, He volutionist; he liad no intentions of joining the partisans 
of turbulence, and he wanted to help in maintaining the authority of the central 
rmentt, for Persia would be lost and yo to pieces if at the present moment there 
strong hand to guide her through her troubles. He reminded us that dun 
his fathor's roign he had always remained a loval subject, and that although he had been 
‘position to threaten the authority of the Shah, and had been advised by many persons to 
attempt to seize the throne, he had never yy attempt to do so. He had allowed 
his younger brother to succoed to the throne without causing any trouble, and he had 
givon—and was ready to continue to give—all the assistince in his power to his 
nophovw, the present Sha. If the purport of his journey was to create 1nischief, he 
wonld not have selected the route through Vienna and Russia, but he woul haye gone 
secretly through Constautinople and Bagdad, and so would have reached the south of 
Porsia; where his partisans were numerous, and from whom he had received appeals to 
come sud be their leader, ‘The south of Persia, until the recent Bakhtiari movement 
north, was fairly quiet; it was expectant, but the moment would soon como, if things 
di not fmmprove in ‘Tehran, when it would play perhaps a decisive role in settling the 
fiture of Pe iLesSultan spoke with great fluency and ouch dignity, and 
ploaded hard to be allowed to continue his journey, 





We told him that the British and the Russian Governments entertained no 
animosity against him personally; we had not eome to him with any idea of menacing 
him; we merely wished to explain to him that in his own interest it was better for 
him not to hurry back at the present moment to Persia. If he arrived there without 
the approval of the British and Russian Governments, his position would be very 
equivocal and dangerous to himself, for he was too big a’ man to remain in the back- 
ground at Tehran at the present moment. He would soon be compelled to take sides, 
either for or against the Shah, and it would be not unlikely that the revolutionists 
would select him as their leader, with a view to placing him upon the throne, He 
might in that case find himself in opposition to our two Governments, and it seemed 
to us that he ran the greatest risk of ruining whatever prospects might be in store for 
him if he lost the sympathy and the moral support of Great Britain and Russia, Ho 
had all to gain by waiting in Europe in a quiet and dignified manner until the situation 
had cleared up a little in his country. 

Prince Ouronsoff assured the Prince that he was not aware that the Russian 
Government entertained any personal animosity against him, and this statement 
seemed to give the Prince great pleasure. We both impressed upon the Zil-os-Sulton 
tho absolute necessity for him to understand that Great Britain and Russin were 
determined to work in close union together, with a view to saving Persia from breaking 
up, and that he would gain nothing by leaning more towards one Power than towards 
the other, and that his best chaneo of rendering a signal’ service to his country 
was to appreciate this fact, and to let it guide the political steps which he might 
eventually take, 

After a long disoussion, the Princo finally agreed to remain till the end of the 
week in Vienna, so as to give us time to communicate what he had said to us to 
our respective Governments, and to await their replies, 

Thave, &e. 
FAIRFAX L, CARTWRIGHT. 





{26637} No, 168, 
Sir F. Cartwright\to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 15.) 


(No. 121. Confidential.) 


Sir, Vienna, July 12, 1909, 


WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch, T have the Honour to 
report that during the long interview which T had yesterday with the Zilkos-Sultan 
there were moments when [ had the possibility of © conversation 
with the Prince through the interpreter, th 
engaged in conversation with the Persian’ M 
the room, In this way, and also from con h the 
adviser, I have been able to collect some information with regard to the Zi 
views of Persian affairs, which I venture to forward to you for your information, 
Tleamn that the Zil-es-Sultan is discontented with life in Burope, and is longing to 
xot back to his own comtry. He does not speak any language but Persian, and he 
finds himself lost in European siirroundings. There are other considerations, however, 
which influence his desire to return to Persia, and they are of a financial charwcter, 
Life in Europe is expensive, and he finds himself threatened with finaneial straits, 
His property in Persia seems to he menaced, and he. thinks his presence on the spot 
it. He possesses somne thirty t0 forty villages and a “barrage” which, E 
in the neighbourhood of Hamadan. ‘The villagegs are not in revolt, but 
owing to the confusion of politic in Persia, they cannot he got to pay the dues 
to their master while he is far away in Europe. Tis presence is required to collect the 
rents. ‘The Prince told me that the British Government had promised to protect his 


family and his property, but this promise liad scarcely beon fulfilled, and his property 
Was really in danger. 


Tn answer to a qu 


as to the strength of the revolutionary party in 
Persia, the Prince declared that their power was not 80 great as was believed to he the 
case in Europe. No doubt many people sympathised with their efforts to upset. the 
present “palace régime,” and yery few people had any interest in defending. it, but 


the mass of Persians did not, desire so much political changes of government as 
administrative improvements. ‘The country in the last few years had gone from bad to 


worse ae absolute anarchy in the administration. OF late, especially under the 
665, 
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present Shali’s rule, young men who had acquired influence by immoral practices, had won 
The Shah's favour and had become governors of provinces and occupied other lucrative 
posts. ‘Their one desire was to make money as quickly as possible, and consequently 
Flundering had become the order of the day. ‘The people could now stand it, no 
Tonyer, and were rising on all sides against this system of government, although they 
had no very definite views as to what was to replace it. ‘The Prince’s adviser said to 
no that Persia required a strong hand to rule her, but the great difficulty was to find 
men of capacity and character for that purpose. med a remarkable dearth 
Of them, both on the Government side and on that of the Revolutionists, who would 
Very likely siceced in breaking down the present Government, but who were, in his 
opinion, not in a position, through want of serious leaders, to replace it by anything 


Tio all my attempts to elicit from the Prince and his adviser any clear and definite 
statment as to what, in their opinion, was the best to be done for Persia at the present 
Moment, | received but hints and vague replies, but it seems, to me that in the 

‘itan's mind, and in that of his entourage, an idea prevails that if peace is to be 

in Persia, it can only bo done by the Prince taking the reins of government 
into his own lands, possibly as Regent during the minority of ono of the Shah's 
children, A Regency unde Naib-es-Sultan, the Zil-es-Sultan’s younger brother, 
would, Twas told, make things than over in Persia, From hints thrown out it 
seems to me that in the Zi 


wore unfortunately 
rule, such a feeling of i 
bring about a fimatically religious and na 
prove of avery formidable and danger 
Peace, Hnaland and Russia hetwween them would have to occupy every single provi 
‘ind to hold it down by considerable forees, 

Thaye, &. 

PAMRFAX L. CARTWRIGHT. 





(26684) No. 169, 
{nyla-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office. —(Received July 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, July 13, 
I HAV to thank you for your Office letter of the Gth July, and to 
that tho surmise coutaiied in the last paragraph, of your letter is correct, vi 
translation of the Bakhtiari agreement enclosed in your letter is identical with, the one 
Sont home to ais by Mr. J, Ry Preece, with the exception of three words in three 
difforont paragraphs, which are obviously printers’ errors. 
(ces, may Lask of you the favour that in one of your early letters 
you rep Majesty's logation in ‘Tehran to have an independent 
groement made and a copy sent home to you for us. 
Tshull, of course, be glid to repay any expense that this may involve. 
Tam, 


W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman. 





(26668) No. 170. 
Indin Office to Foreign Ovice (Received July 15.) 


Indin Office, July 14, 1909. 
id to acknowledse the receipt of your letter of the 28th June as to the 
Slisikh of Mohammerah concerning the Karan Irrigation 
sken by him without reference to the 


ply, Lam to say that Viscount Morley finds, in the full text of the sheikh’s 
undertakings, no reason to modify the views expressed in Mr, Campbell's letter of the 
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19th June, or to suggest any alteration of the instructions on the subject sent to His 
Majesty’s Minister at Tehran in Sir E. Grey's telegram No, 309 of the 22nd June. 
Tam, 
A. GODLEY. 





(26670) No. 171. 
Indin Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received July 15.) 


Sir, India Office, July 14, 1909, 
IN reply to your letter of the 3rd instant, T am directed to say that Viscount 
Morley agrees, on consideration of all the circumstances, in Sir B, Grey's suggestion 
that Sir G. Barclay’s action in authorising Major Cox to send Lieutenant Wilson's 
report on the Kherkha irrigation scheme direct to Sir W. Willcocks for advice may be 
‘d. But it appears to Lord Morley that the local officers concerned take too 
ine a view of the future of the project, which as vet is purely in the experimental 
stage, and he thinks it would be well that they should be warned to he cantious not to 
allow the sheikh to overlook the difficulties, financial and other, that may arise at lator 

stages. 
Tam, &. 
A, GODLEY, 





(geri8) No. 172, 
Inilin Office to Foreign Office —(Reccived July 15.) 


India Office, July 14, 1909, 
IN reply to your letter of the 6th instant, 1 am directed to, say that, Viscount 
Morley conents in Sir B. Grey's proposal to approve the action of His Majesty’s consul- 
general at Bushire and of His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran in connection with the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah’s expression of regret at the transfer of Consul MeDouall from 

Mohammerali to Kermanshah. 
Tam, Xe, 
‘A, GODLEY, 





(26711) No. 173. 


“Conseil provincial,” azerbaijun, to the House of Commons.— (Communicated hy 
the Speaker, July 15.) 


(Téégraphique). (En elair.) 
OUVERNEMENT profi 
son ction destructrice en Perse, sous prétexte 
toutes conventions internationales, il a introduit. ses 
brntalement peuple ; il intervient chaque instant dans nos affaires 


Tauris, le VA juillet, 1909. 
passant toute limite, continue 
jots, et, contrairement 
upes ‘Tauris, et perséente 
6 ‘euires et laisse 
pas fonetionne: rations gouvern 
A Méched il a souten ouvertement 1 
émpécher monyement vers ‘Téhéran troup 
situation embarrassante, 


ires contre les Libéranx pour: 
es, qui veulent mettre fin A 
i troupes contre eux au nom d’un 
peuple tyrannisé de ant son sing pour sa liberté, Nous protestons 
iergiquement devant monde civilisé contre violation nos droits nationaux, et, afin 
iter complications plus graves avenir, nous prions représentants noble peuple anglais 
otis venir en aide pour faire retirer plus t6t possible troupes dirangtres notre pays et 
er intervention Gouvernement rnsse nos affaires intérienres, 
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(26704) No, 174. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 
No. 575 
(tig ‘hey P. Gulakek, July 15, 1909. 

YESTERDAY the Shab’s troops continued intermittently to bombard the town, 
without, however, causing any damage of a serious character. 4 

Tn town, the royalist resistance had come practically to an end last-night, and nego- 
tiations for the surrender of the Cossacks were proceeding between Colonel Liakhow 
and the nationalist leaders, 

So fur as I know, persons and property of foreigners have not suffered, apart from 
the looting by roughs ofa British house and the insignificant damage caused by artillery 
fire, 





(26705) No. 175. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 
No, 5 
I Pe Gulahek, July 15, 1909. 
LEARN, very confidentially, from my Russian colleague, that a telegram, 
yz that Lussian troops may be sent to ‘Tehran, has been wldressed to the 
Minister of Binance at St. Petersburgh by the manager of the Russian Bank. 
M, Subling shares iny belief that there is no need for troops at present, and were 
they to advance at this juncture, the strong anti-Russian feeling now prevalent in 
Porsin would only be increased, 





(26758) No. 176. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Receiwed July 15.) 
(No. 5 
(elographie,) _P. 
SHIIAZ situation 
Tlearu trom His Majesty's consul th 
reaulted from the annouicenent of Zil-es-Sultan’s appoi 
Reference is to my: telegram No, 967 of the 13th July. 


Gulahek, July 15, 1909. 





(26773) No. 177. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received shuly 15.) 
(No, 878.) 


siaphie) By Gulahek, July 15, 1909. 
PERSIAN Cossacks have now received orders from Colonel Linkhow to cease 
vunwvhile, in the immediate neighbourhood of the British legation, the royalist 
Bakhtiari are still ighting with the fedai. : : 
Sime 200 Armenians haye taken refuge in the legation, and « number of wounded 
combatants ato receiving jd in the main building : 
ling both killed arid wounded on both sides, the casualties up to the present 
do not probably: 





(26766) No. 178. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 
No. 57! 
{ieiegrphie) Pe Galahek, July 15, 1909. 


“THLS morning one of the legation gholams, while standing at the main gate of the 
Ingation in town, was seriansly though not dangerously wounded. 
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(26769) No. 179. 


(No. 580.) 
(Telewraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 15, 1909. 

WITH teference to conversation held between Zil-es-Sultan and His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Vienna, reported in the latter's telegram No, 145 of the 13th July,T beg 
tostate that the complaint formulated by His Imperial Highness, “that the British 
Government had not carried out its undertaking: to protect his property,” referred to 
the ra men of certain villages in the neighbourhood of Ispuhan. As soon 

Twas acquainted with this matter I did all in my power to induce the Government 
to restrain the tribesmen, 

By this action it seems to me that T mone than fully envied out our uaranteo, 
which, in my estimation, only covers eases of spoliation by the Shah or his Govern- 
nent. If itis intended that our guarantee should also cover pillaging, by tribesmen, 
please instruct me, when L would make a claim sgainst them, {poli tie eul/poverne 
nent; but if this is to be done, the amount of the damages must be notified to me. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 15.) 





(26775) No. 180. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received July 15.) 


P. Gulahek, July 15, 1909. 
anayer of the Russian Bank has, M, Sabline tells ine, just visited him, and 
most energetically to bring on to Tehran the Russian troops now: at 

Although my Russian colleague is still of opinion that there is no need to 

wich strong pressure has been brought to bear on him that, he 
must be left the responsibility of a decision, He has 
ply with the bank manager's urgent 

r issue the necessary orders, He suggests 

that if any troops are 1 Bank should have « guard of fifty mon, 

The two logations have recei -gram from the popular leaders, to the 
effect that the Russian Bank premises are boing used for hostilities by the Royalist 
troops. 

One cannot, of course, answer for its sufety if this story is true. But T consider 

» long as no improper use is mado of it, it is as likely to be immuno from attach 

‘The guard, which T think consists of twenty-five men, should be able 

to prevent it being used for such purposes, Although my’ Russian colleague places 
credit in this statement, he is nevertheless bringing it before the notice of the 

Thear that, there is still a great deal of firing in town, but I have not lately 
rceived any reliable information. 


request, the St. Peter 





(26628) No. 181, 


Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received July 15.) 


P, + Baku, July 15, 1909, 
zht all available men-of-war of Caspian flotilla left here for Persian 





182, 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 
St, Petersburgh, July 15, 1909. 
nt inform me that they agree with His Majesty's G 
nce’s return to Shiraz. would contribute to the pacification of Farsist 


concur in proposal to allow his Highness to return vid Bushire 


(1665) 
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Russian Ambassador at Vienna has been instructed to make an identie com- 
munication in this sense to Zil-es-Sultan in concert with His Majesty's Ambassador, 
(Sent to Tehran.) 






















[26763] No. 183. 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edvard Grey—(Received July 15.) 
(No. 360.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 

SHIRAZ, 

T informed Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs of the substance of Tehran 
telegrams Nos, 559 and 560 fof the 1th July), Russian Government agree to 
proposed steps to prevent arrival of Si Shiraz, and Russian chargé d'affaires 
has been instructed to telegraph neces ctions to Russian consulate at Shiraz. 
(Sont to Tehran.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 15, 1909. 




















{26764} No, 184, 
Sir F, Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 
(No. 146.) 
(Peloxgraphi 
YOUR t 1m No, 265 of yesterd 
Instructions have reached tlie Ru 
ion with mo, that the governorship of 
11 10 take the Bushire route to that provine: 
ixcelloncy will not act until T have receive 
unin this 


8 Vienna, July 15, 1909. 








Sultan, in 
im, and to 













instructions to associate myself 
The Zi in's son loft last night for Persia, having beon given a laisses- 
passer hy the Russian Ambassador, A French newspaper correspondent accom- 
panied hin by name M, Anet. 























{26621) No. 185. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 








crap ori Forrign Office, July 15, 1909. 
NGLORUSSL Porsin: (see Tohran telegram No. 576: of 
























of their posit 
reated in this country if there 
iW if they are allowed to settle 







rogaril to | Th 
is no int » betwoen the tiv 
thoir quarrol in lopendently. 

Russinn attitude makes it much easier for us to work frankly and Joyally togethe 
any yo can assure M, Tsvolshy that his eonduet streugtions our desi to co-operate 
witli hin 


l 






parties at Tehr 



























25611) No. 186, 





Sir Edward Grey (0 Sir G. Lowther, 





(No. 101.) 
(Polographi 








Foreign Office, July 15, 1909. 





troops in Persia. 

Tn connection with your telegram 
instructions to His M 
exact purpose for whic 
Russian Government hi 






















. Ee to explain to the ulema the 
Russian troops have heen sent, and the restrictions which 
placed upon them. In making these explanations, be 
sing any opinion as to the reliability of the assurances given by 
on of their troops. 

















(26768) No. 187. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received July 15.) 


‘onfidential 
es, : Admiralty, July 15, 1909. 


TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram dated 
the Ith instant, to the eommander-in-chief, Bast Indies, 

am, &e. 


©. 1, THOMAS. 





Inclosure in No. 187. 
Admiralty to Commander-in-chief, Bast Indies. 


Admiralty, July 14, 1909. 
108, if British consul-general at Bushire, after consultation 
with His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, and consul at Shiraz, asks for assistance of a 
haval force with maxim; gun, the senior nayal officer, Persian Gulf, is authorized to 
Jy, but unless the concurrence of the Minister is obtained, no stops will bo taken 
by the two consular officers, Foreign Office concur in above, 
























(26822) No. 188. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 
No. 582. 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
PLEASE see my telegram No. 581 of yesterday. : 
Thope most earnestly that the bank manager's application for protection will be 
rejected by the Russian Government. ‘Tho arrival of Russian troops might at the 
nt juncture do much harm, and could certainly do no good. ‘The risk of accident 
‘© now exposed could not be warded off by their dispatch, and, in 





Gulahek, July 16, 1909. 


























comparison. Ww danger of still further aggravating the prevalent anti-Russian 
feoling, the po of excesses at a lator stage is a negligible quantity. 
(26823) No. 189. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 
Gulahek, July 16, 1909. 


expected at any moment to follow his wife, who has just sought 
an Legation, 

Four sowars of the legation guard have been dispatched to form part of the 
combined guard for His Majesty at the Russian Legation. 








No. 190. 


(26824) 


Sir G. Burclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 






P, Gulahek, July 16, 1909. 
ty lias now arrived at the Russian Legation, where he has taken refuge. 

, L regret to say, is still in progross in Tehran 
he two dragomans to town with instructions to endeavour to arrange 
terms between the Cossucks and the Nationalist leaders. 

















































2 
(26882) No. 191. 


a Bey Sir @, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 16.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Gulahek, 

2) 5, Sul . 

AGHA receive tho following telegram, No: 7119, from Bushire:—= ae 

“Mo-day T received 

the Anjuman, that th 

‘Whey have, vars 

ment, but mercly wish to satisfy themselves that, pending the present unsettled state 





“They propose either i 
the enst c 
shall bo handed over tothe consulate general; or @) that Miserura acerca or the 
nishire customs (including probably Lingah and Bander Abbas) shall be paid into, 


and retained at, the Imperial Bank unt 
tional government 





such time as order is restored, and constitu 
tablished at the capital.” a 









cna ltve authorised Major Cox to accopt the latter alternative, provided that, he eau 
sure that no part of the sums thus deposited at the bank be improperly withdrawn. 








[26883] No. 192, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receined July 16.) 





(No, 586) 
( hic.) 1 Gulahek, July 16, 1909. 


UGARN from M. Sabline ‘i 
‘ fae au from M. Sabline that the Shah has addressed a telegram to the Cz 






to 





“Following the advice of the two Gove 
stitution, Dut tHe ana 
‘Poliran had plunged 
of His Imperial Majesty's pow 

“He counted on Tis Impe 
country 






y wents, he had granted the con- 
hist movement from Constantino Kansuatatriee a 
is country into disorder, and he ha eK the 

Fy into disorder and ho had had to seek the prote 
al Majest 
id weonlitinyaty Ha tmpartal 


















's support for himself, 1 
esty's gracions counsels.” 








(26884) No, 193. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey. (Received July 6.) 





(Tolographie) DP. 
HHL rfereneo fo may telegram, No. 5 
for the surrender of the Cossack: bri 
LEyASauMlGlis vein n Beg aeee eeu 
brig togeor vith its fuss ofr, as tobe kept 
Rus gue to give him ue si syst 
Tig employ abt or tisaMledre is Me Lah AS eee 
tg congo at a te ie Tagreed, and the following promise y 


“Wo, the nndersigned, temporary chiefs of the Persi 
iy Maa ite us Boesch 1 lo A araieee ander thé 
‘lors of Colonel Linkholl- on condition that he is complete uae) the 
Minister of War, who will Tay HouEpaIGLeS Se agen as 
Mr, Churchill and M, Baranowsky will i 
i M, Baranowsky will take this document and i 
lll of Hs coutouts, Colonel Liaklol is, requested Sener yea : 
n—their head-quarte er he wil winieili bys SanlaevAceai 
Baharistanstheirheulsquarters whither be will be accompanied by Sardar Assad's 
As soon as the Shah ler tho joint protection of England and Russia at the 


latter's Iogation, the legations lately ni Sardars 
ation, the two legations unmediatel ic 2 i 
atta fons immedi jotitied the Sardars of this by 


‘Acconing to inform 
eoased ‘There is, how 
logation ; but this 


Guluhek, July 16, 1909. 
15th | 
not 6 
‘ord, whe 


























8 given 








n Government and nation, 




































fon received from Tela, the fh 
\ 4 litle skirmishing in the 
iis thought, will finish almost immediatel 


1 there has nearly 
ighbourhood of the 
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26885) No, 194. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 





No. 558.) 
{Relegraphic.) P. Gulakek, July 16, 1909. 
THE. refugees at the Russian Legation now include Naib-es Sultaneh, Amir 
Bahadur Jang and a few palace favourites, in addition to Mohamed Ali and his wife. 
Tn Tirguendeh village some 800 troops and retainers are encamped. 
Tn this legation there are now Saad-ed-Dowleh and Mukhtar-ed-Dowleh, 





[26886] No. 195. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 
(No. 589.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Gulalek, July 16, 1909. 

THAVE not yet received a reply from His Majesty's consul-general at Bagdad as to 
the alleged departure of the ulema for Persia, to which I referred in my telegram 
No. 587 of the 10th July. 

Tt would perhaps be well to instruct Colonel Ramsay to impress on the ulema that 
the Russian troops were not sent to Persia for the purpose of intervention, that, the 
tial Persian factions have, indeed, been allowed to fight out: their differences without 

terference, 

‘Sir G. Lowther's telegram No, 236, to which you refer in your telegram No. 878 
of the 15th July, has not yet reached me, 


Se 


[26887] No. 196. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Kdivnrd Grey.—(Received July 16.) 
(No, 590.) 


(Velegraphic.) Pe Gulahek, July 16, 1909. 

MY telegram No. 987. 

Colonel Linlikow, who was escorted to Baharistan by Sardar Assad’s brother and 
thd af the two leqations, has placed himself under the orders of Sipaldar, 
the dra a lot Committee has elected Mister of War. 
vs boon decided by the committee that a proclamation to the effect that 

i ated shall he issued. 
is complete, and the Cossacks and Fedais are beginning 
























tori 
T omitted to n of this morning that the Valiahd and his: 


brother shave accompanied the Sha bast,” 
Me. Churchill. was told confidentially by Sardar Assad that the intention of the 
Nationalist party was to place the Valiahd on Mohamad Ali's throne, 








{26878} No. 197. r 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edicord Grey.—(Received July 16.) 





(No. 361) 

(Telegraphic.) Pe 
YOUR telegram No. 
I saw M. Isvolsky thi 


St. Petersburgh, July 16, 1909. 

bth July. 
(1 L read to him your telegram above-mentioned, 
containiny expresions of your gratification at the policy of restraint folloved by the 
Russian Goverment in connection with recent occurrences in Persia, 

AN Reutor telegram, which his Excellency had just received, stated that the Shaly 
had sought rofuge mn the Russian Legation. M. Isvolsky uid that his Government had 
hover wished to support the Shah although they had been suspected of doing #95 he 
skal that the news le had just received was a relief to him. His Excellency told mo 
that the Russian Government would intimate to whatever Government was now 
established that they would recognise them if they succeeded in Keeping order, But 
Tussi would be obliged to take the steps necessary. to protect her interests if it 
appeared that the Persian Government were incapable of maintaining tranquillity 












































[1605] 














94 


(26867) No, 198, 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 
(Wo, 242.) 
(Pelegraphie.) P. 
‘SURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Our communication of the 
mpression on both the Grand V 
has een prepare 
more than protect the 
aggrandisement in Per 


Constantinople, July 16, 1909. 






th instant seems to have produced a considerable 
rier and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and a reply 
ed by the former. ‘They declare that the Porte have no desire to do 
ir own subjects, and disclaim any intention of seeking territorial 
ja, though their sympathies are naturally on the side of the 
Nationalists, A commission will be dispatched to make enquiry into the alleged 
irregularities, and to withdraw Ottoman protection where it is found to have been 
improperly given, ‘The Ottoman consul at Urumiah has been changed, 





















(26760) No, 199. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 374.) 
(elegraphie,) P. Foreign Ofice, July 10, 1909. 
YOU aro right in your interpretation of gnarantee to protect Zil-cs-Sultan’s 
property (seo your telegram No. 580 of the 15th July), ‘The guarantee only refers to 
damage dono by Persian Government or by the Shah. 











(26878) No, 200. 


Sir Biwward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
(No, 910.) 
(Velogeaphie) P. 

W Government in Persia, 
Majesty's Government will follow the same course as that of M, Isvolsky, 
nentioned in your telegram No, 361 of to-day, as regards recognition. You should 
inform Minister for Foreign Af and say that we will consult with him 
Hofore finally recognising whatever Government is created. 


Foreign Office, July 16, 1909. 















[26764] 0. 201, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir B, Cartwright. 
(No, 268.) 
(Polographi 


iy Foreign Office, July 16, 1909. 
ZMU 


SULTAN'S return to Per 

You aro anthorized to act with your Russian coll 
cation referred. to in 
tolograi No. 359 of the same date, 




















ague in 





aking the communi- 
nd Mr. 0'Beirne's 








{26769} No. 202, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Cartwright. 
No. 270.) 





P, Foreign Office, July 16, 1909. 
VARANTHE of property of Zil-es Sultan, 
‘on should assure the Zit’ that His: Maj 
after his intorests in Pe explain to 
of the guaran gi You may add that, if it is of the action of 
tribosmen that His Imperial Highness is comp 's Majesty’s representative at 

n lias more than carried out the terms of the guarantee, 











Government will continue to look 
1 ina friendly manner the exact extent 
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(26837) No. 203. 





Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Received July 16.) 
Sir, Winchester House, Old Brod Street, London, July 16, 1909. 

NOW that this company has undertaken the development of the supposed oft 
fields of Persia, it has become necessary for it to arrange for an exhaustive geological 
survey. 

Preparatory to this, however, a detailed and reliable topographical survey is 

sary, and I cannot find that anything of the kind has ever yet been made, 

In these circumstances I veniure to ask you, firstly, whether there aro in your 
Office any records of any such survey ; and, secondly, whether, if there are no such 
records, it is likely that the British Government or the Government of India would 
probably be willing to co-operate in such a survey. 

T do not know whether either of the Governments is anxious for a reliable and 
detailed topographical survey of Western, or of any part of, Persia, but if either is, or 
both are, I should be grateful for an opportunity of laying before you a scheme. 

Speaking generally, it would take the form of Government's supplying an officer 
to do the triangulation, and to connect up the country to be surveyed with points 
already fixed on the Persian Gulf, ‘This could obviously’ be done much more quickly 
and easily by an officer of the Indian Survey, who would have at his disposal the records 
of the mapping already done along the Gulf of P ‘Dhe details would then be 
filled in by this company’s surveyors, who would in turn be followed by geologists 
employed by this company, and all our maps would of course be at ouce made available 
to the Government. 

As it is necessary for us to proceed with the survey of a section of country in the 


neighbourhood of Shuster during the coming cold weather, I take the liberty of begging 
for your early consideration of the question. 








nee 
































Thaye, &e, 
©. W, WALLACE, Vice-Chairman, 





(26758) No. 204, 


Foreign Office to Admirally, 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1909. 
»,.. WITH reference to my letter of the 14th instant, relative to the state of allains at 
Shiraz, Lam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, according to a 
further telegram from His Majesty ‘Tehran, His Majesty's consul at that 
place rep. ion sineo the publieation of the news of 
the Zil 's appointment as governor-general of Fars, 

Ten 
















UIS MALLED. 





(26891) No. 205, 
Count Benckendorff to Sir Edward Grey —(Received July 17.) 


Ambassade de Russie, Londres, 
le 16 juillet, 1909. 
qu'il redoute quelque divergence 
jet de Vinterprétation des 
oii le Schah prendrait “bast.” 
M. Sabline, vient de confirmor Vessence de cos 
1 vous serait trés obligé de vouloir bien en faire autant. 
joins une traduction du télégramme A M, Sabline, 
Sincirement & vous, 


BENCKENDOREF, 





award, 
M. ISVOLSK 
preci 
structions quiils ont 1 
M. Isvolsky, dans un télégramme 
structions, 










fe 





















































































































































































































































































































Tnclosure in No. 205. 


M, Isvolsky to Count Benckendorff. 
(Télégrraphique.) 
deer etdtraghio & ML. Sabline, an sujet des instructions de 1907 :— 

1. Observer la noutralité Ia plus stricte dans les Tuttes entre le Schah et son 
peuple 
Ponts” 'Ne pas refuser “bast” au Schah s'il le réclame et si, en le lui accordant, la vie 
do personne Wautro n’est mise en danger; 

3, Ne donner en aucun ¢as Tiew au soupgon que le “bast” accordé au Schah 
constitue un appni qui lui serait accordé contre V’Assemblée, et ne pas perdre de vue 
quo le “bast” est accordé au Schah comme & tout autre Persan dans les mémes 
circonstances ; 

4. Pour lo eas ott le Schah se verrait foreé de quitter la Perse une garde anglo- 
russe lui est donnée jusqu’a In frontidre ; 

5, Si le Selah se réfugi Ta Légation de Russie, c'est 4 celle-ci & demander 
Venyoi dune excorte Kégation ; si clest dans Ia Légation britannique que 
Jo Schah cherche refug ndera de lui envoyer une escorte russe. La 
égation oit le Schah aur rborera les pavillons des dewx Puissances, 




































{26890} No, 206, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 17.) 


iy Guluhek, July 17, 1909. 

colleague, it. appears, has apprehensions that the provisional 

ow Zi tan on the throne. 

Such n selection, he writes me, would make M Isvolsky's position intolerable, 
i n Russian public opinion, and might even be a 




























Tonnes to 


This le 





nd nor 
pment. 





clearly pointed out to him, neither reco 
nstructed to the contrary by His Majesty's Gove 
ion's attitude will be identical, 

clude the possibility of Zil-es-Sultan's selection, though 
contingency. 





oppos 
M, Sablino promises that 
We cannot altogethi 


this is not the most proba 











(27000) No. 207. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdivard Grey.—(Received July 17.) 





(No, 54 
(Tele 








Gulahek, July 17, 1909. 
ions received the following telegram from the 





she.) 
RLY this morni 
jonalist lew - 






z the two le 








to a resolution taken at an extraordinary held to-day 
necessary that a deputation on behalf of the above-mentioned 
ved by His Majesty Prince Mohamed Ali to announce a change 


(RL) Accord 
av the Bahari 






is personal safety is at present in refuge in the Russian 
1« the protection of the two Great Powers, Great Britain and Tt 
ncies to appoint att hour during to-morrow at which His Majesty 

rntioned deputation, and to inform us, for which we will be 








legation 
rouest_ your Exe 
receive the above-n 


oblige 





















informall: 
Both Mohamed Ali and bis consort 

althiongh they would 
The Shih prope 

that the Valiahd 





re most reluctant to part with their elder 
1 from the younger. 

end of a long and distressing interview, 
jould ascend the throne, but that he should be allowed to travel 
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abroad for some time with his mother, or, if this arrangement be inadmissible, that the 
soanger brother should be proclaimed. 
JNM FTis Majesty requested the two representatives to reply to the nationalist leaders 
that His Majesty declined to receive any deputation, and declared that he had already 
abdicated by leaving Sultan-et-abad for the ‘Russian legation. 

My Russian colleague and I replied to the nationalist leaders as desired, but did 
not mention His Majesty's views as regards the succession. His first alternative 
roposal would. certainly not be accepted by the nationalists, and the second he might 
imself wish later to withdraw, Ex-Shah’s consort kept appearing in the doorway 
during the audience, and it was doubtless her tears which influenced His Majesty in 
the proposals he put forward. 





[27001] No. 208. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey, 





(Received July 17.) 





(No. 593.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
TEHRAN is now quiet. ‘The nationalist soldiery are frater 
cossacks, 
Could you warn the “Daily Telegraph” that the reports sent) to thom by their 
local correspondent are greatly exaggerated. : 
Tam hinting to this gentleman to be more careful in future. 


Gulahek, July 17, 1909, 
1g with the Persian 











(26888) No. 209, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewed July V7.) 





legraphic.) Ps St. Petersburgh, July 17, 1909. 

SIR’ G. BARCLAY'S telegrams No. 581 of the 15th July and No, 582 of the 

Vth duly. 

Dispatch of force for protection of Russian Bank. 

fnister for Koreign Affairs has gone to. Peterhof this evening but I have written 

laying the views contained in Sir G. Barclay’s telegrams before his Excelleney. 
ould not imagine that hostilities would last long now that the 

in the Russian Legation. 








to 
Thave also said that 1 
Shah was in Bast ” 











{27006} No. 210. 
dward Grey.—(Receivedt July 17.) 





Sir F. Cartwright to Sir 





(No. 118.) 
(elegraphie.) P. 
SITEATIO’ 
‘This morni 
along 
governorship of 
yy of Bushire in procee 
On the ground th 
Sultan declined to 
also other grounds, and he is not desirous 
the establishment of his Government last time he 
3,000, and then he had been overthrown and obliged to go to Europe 
Under the existing circumstances he could not hope for any suc 
provinee: he did not wish and he had not the means to begin the work 
parliament at the capital, and 
pected to govern well hav 
ed force. His one wish was to assist, if called upon to do 
ing the integrity of Persia, guided, of course, hy the two Powers. He might, 
if he had wished, have caused the overthrow of the Shah when he was dismissed from 
his post, but he had no intention of intriguing to make himself Regent or Shah: it 
and England to settle those questions, He pleaded earnestly to be 


Vienna, July 17, 1909. 
in Persia, 


















nd I called on the Zil-es-Sultan and had 
was informed of his appointment to the 
snments that he would go 



































and no 
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permitted to go home to Ispahan: this was all he asked for now, and he gave us his 
word that, without the Russian and British consuls’ approval, he would do nothing 
there. 

‘The Prince suggested that he might go to 
capital, proceed direct to Ispahan, and he gave us a solemn promise he would not, 
without our Governments’ consent, proceed to ‘Tehran. He was, moreover, ready to go 
to St. Petersburgh and London, should it be desired, in order to give assurances of 
peaceful intentions. He was even ready to ronounee all the rights of Persian princes 
both for himself and his family. ‘To end his life at his home and in peaco was all he 
begged. 

Zil-es-Sultan is anxious to know as soon as possible the decision of the two 
Governments as to his return, and he will stay within call of Vienna in the meantime, 
Boing unwilling to be obliged to explain. his views again to others he particularly asks 
that any messages for him should be made through the Russian Ambassador and 
myself. 





vin and thence, without going to the 
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(27007) etl, 





Sir F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 17.) 





(No, 14 
(Pelographie.) P. Vienna, July 17, 1909. 
WITIL reference to your telogr: 0 of yesterday, Pers 
‘This morning Tsay the Zi-es-Sultan aud told him he 
tho sime protection as | ys been given him by His 
T told him what had been done for the protection of hi 
Minister at ‘Vohran, ‘This seemed to please him very mucl 
ho Princo was at pains to give the Russian Ambassador to understand that he 
approved of the Anglo-Russian agre \d to assure him that his own 
fovlinges towards Russia wore quite loyal. 
Zil-es-Sultan said that, as the Persian rep 
sition with Tehran, he would he glad if 1 
king place there. 




















ing 
"s Government, and 
by His Majesty's 





















ntative here had now no means of 
cht inform him of the principal 


















(26998) No, 212. 





ConsileGeneral Cor to Sir Edward Grey. (R 





veived July 17.) 





aphie,) P. Bushire, July V1, 
O1L company and Sheikh of Mobammerah aye at length rea 
forms of which company’s agent a 
essential coniitions are preserved, wh 
altered, L found it necessary. 19. giv 
rogurd to reversion, which Sir Ci, Barelay: su 
Hith June, ‘The ageeoment was ultin 

16,0504 should be ready at Moanin 
agrees to the conditions whieh, the Govern 
that, instead of the advance being in bank draft, may be made in 
Undlertakes to obtain an endorsement of the agreement from the 

Tsubinit that it would be advisable for His Majesty's Govermnent to recommend 
the company to keop the execution and détails of the agreement quiet for the present, 
and uot to hein overt operations at Mohaumeralt un nts have settled down at 
Tolan, Sheikh is most anxious that they should act in this manner, as he is afraid 
that, through haying esecuted an nent with a foreign company, he will ineur the 
hostility of the Ulema and of the nationalist leade : 
























(IT consider reasonable 








he 
with 
n No. 460 of the 
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[26886] No, 213. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 380.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, July 17, 1909. 

START of Ulema for Persia. Sec my telegram No. 373 of the 1th July, which 
repeated telegram No, 404 of the 15th July to Constantinople. 

Communication which His Majesty’s consul-general was authorised to make to 
Ulema in above telegram covers came ground as the communication proposed in. your 
telegram No. 589 of yesterday. I think it unnecessary to mako any further 
communication. 

Please notice that my above-mentioned telegram repeated telogram No. 404 to, 
not from, Sir G. Lowther. 





[27456] No. 214. 


Sir Eaward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 383.) 
(Telegraphic. P. 
SEE mny telegram No. 373 of the 15th July. a 


Foreign Office, July 17, 1909. 








His Majesty’s consul-general was authorised in above telegram to make communi- 
cation to ulema on the subject of their start for Persia, This communication is 
practically the same as that proposed in your telegram No, 589 of yostorday, and 





therefore it does not seem necessary to make any further communic: 
‘Telegram No. 404 was sent to, not received from, Constantinople. 








(26511) 
Sir Edward Grey to Count Benckendorff. 


SIR EDWARD GREY presents his compliments to the Russian Ambassador, and, 
with roference to his lott ierday to his Excelleney,® has the honour to inform 
hina that His \ 
plain to the 
‘orthern Pex 














of Nejef and Kerb 
of the Russian troops, of whose pre 


Foreign Office, July 17, 1909, 





nice they have complained. 





(21110) No. 216. 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 





(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 17, 1909. 
WITH reference to Foreign Office letter of the 27th April to Mr, D'Arcy, relative 

to the working of the oilfields in South-Western Porsi voted by Secretary. 

Sir Edward Grey to tr to, you herewith, for your confidential information, copy 

of a despatch from His Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran, relative to the difficulty which 

se between His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz and the manager of the Concessions 

te. 

Tam to inform yon that Sir B, Grey concurs in the recommendations made by 
Barclay as to the nature of the instructions with which it would be desirable to 

furnish the manager, with a view to facilitate the smooth working of his relations with 

His Majesty's consul. 






















Tam, &c, 
LOUIS MALLET. 





4 Soe Part XVIII, No, 602, 
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(27002) No. 217. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 
(No. 594.) 


(olographic.) P. Gulakek, July 18, 1909. 
{ HAVES addressed the following telegram [No. 14 to His Majesty's consul at 
Kermanshah:— 


; “You should make a communication to Daoud Khan in the following sense :— 


“Although you regret that_ the mon have taken bast without your permission, it 
would not be compatible with civilised usages to surrender them without obtaining 
marantees for their lives once that they have taken refuge in the consulate. Tf he 
eirrics out his threat of putting the town to plunder foreign intervention may result, 
in which caso the whole responsibility will fall on him personally. 


“eghould it, however, appear to,you that to surrender the men is the only way of 
ina the. threatened ‘pillage, you should give them up to the Governor, who, 
responsible for the preservation of order, 

the bastis from 















| FS 
However small his real authority may b 
and consequently obliged, if you request him to do s0, to take ov 
you,” 








{27003} No, 218. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Gdward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 
Gulakek, July 18, 1909. 





‘Tehran, 





All quiet. 

















appointed” Sultan Ati Valiahd as Shah of Persm—Pemling the convoca- 





| ahdar and § ‘Assad, the Ministers of War and of the Interior, issued 
| | yostontay a proclama affect that Mohamed Ali Shalt has voluntarily abd 
} J and that an extraord , convened on the 16th July at Bahai 








‘of Parliament, Ayal-w-Mulk, head of the Kajar tribe, is to exercise the functions 
fogont. 2 
{ ‘gon Y 
(27004) No. 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 


Gulahek, July 18, 1909. 
ances in whieh I sent the instructions to His Majesty's acting consul 
ali, reported in my telegram No. 594 of last night, were as follows :— 


After a faction fight three men of the defeated side took refuge in t 
the consulate without Captain Crosste's permission. ‘The chief of the Kalhor trib 
Daoud Khan, had entered the town aud threatened that, unless His Majesty's consul 
suirendered the men unconditionally, he would pillage Kern 








at Kermausl 





















{27005} No, 220. 





- Sir G. Harclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 15.) 
(No, 597.) 
(elegeaphic,) B- 
IVE valiahd is this morning proceeding to Sulta 
recoived as Shah by a deputation of the extraordi 
sruard, furnished by the two legations, will aecompany hi 
irrival thoro he will no Tonger be under Anglo-Russian protection, and the guard will 
then leave him. 

‘The deputation has designat 
thoy will themselves escort him. 





Gulahek, July 18, 1909. 
tabad, where he’ will be 
A combined 



























another palace for His Majesty’s residence, to which 
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(27008) No. 221. 


Sir P, Careright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 18.) 
(No. 150.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Vienna, July 18, 1909. 
RUSSIAN Ambassador and I have just received a message from the Zil-es-Sultan 
to the following effect :— 


Official confirmation of the Shah's dethronement, the succession of his son, and a 
temporary regency has reached the Zil by telegraph from Persia. ‘The situation with 
regard to himself is thus changed, and he now appeals urgently for permission to 
whim to the capital. Now, if he should go to Ispahan vid Kasvin and avoid Tehran 
he would be looked upon by the Nationalists as showing disapproval of what has taken 
place, and by the new Shah's people as a dissatisfied pretender thus ho would not be 
eft in peace at home. He promises to remain in Tehran a few days only, but ho must 
go there in order to do homage to his nephew. 

‘As to being Governor of Fa Whilst under the Into régime he could not have 
aecepted the post, now he would, perhaps, undertake this thankless and difficult task, 
provided that the two Powers give hima pledge that without their consent. ho would 
hot afterwards be removed from the post. 














‘This last part of the above message has beon made only to mo and not to Russian 
‘Ambassador, who therefore says he will not mention it in telegraphing to his 
Government. 

‘The following is confidenti 








‘The Prince made a very urgent personal appeal to me that I would remind you of 
the loyalty he has—under eircun ss occasionally very tr own to Great 
Britain, Me appeals to His Majesty's Government, in consideration of the support 
i al times to their interests, to help him to return to Persia as soon as 
possible, and he promises to act always under the adviso of the two Powers. 

T gather the Prince's opinion to be that the temporary regent, having no experience 
of government, cannot remain long. 
sq yin anserisrecuvel 0 this message the Zil-os-Sultan has promised to stay 
in Vienna, 
























(27220) No, 222. 
Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19,) 


Confidential.) 





Sir, 

BY dis 
report furnis 
connection with the recentdistu 


Bushire, June 27, 1909, 
y's Minister T have the honour to subinit copy of a 
uibject of the attitude of the German vice-consulate in 
ices at Bushire, together with a copy of my despatch 








wg cover thi 
Thave, &e. 
P, Z, COX, Major, British Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, Se. 








Tnelosure 1 in No, 222. 


Consul-General Cor to Sir 





Barclay, 


(No. 36.) 
Sir, Bushire, June 27, 1909. 


WITH reference to your telegram No, 11 
honour to place before you a report on the su 
German viee-consulate during the 
in Bushire from the end of March unt 
calculated to emban 
have been, 





dated the 5th May, 1909, L have the 
pject of thy efforts, real or alleged, of the 
the disturbances which were in progress 
ecently, to pull strings in directions 
ss us and to render our task more difficult than it need 












Timuch regret that, owing to the press sta i fous up 
regret that, owing to the pressure of constant petty interruptions upon my 
(665) me yan 
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time, due to the unsettled condition of things prevailing, and also owing to the calls of 
urgent work unconnected with Bushire, I have been unable to complete and submit this 
report before, ‘ 4 aon 
iuding the material too unwieldy to be dealt with satisfactorily in the space of a 
single despatch, Thave had to resort to the alternative arate notes 
on different phases of the subject. A list of these 
that for the most, part they may be best left to. sp 
necessary, however, that I should touch briefly on two or three sal 
report 

Firstly, the 
guarantee of non-molestation 

























eged demand made to the Anjuman by Seyy 
rom the British resid the German consulate. 
In my opinion the aceurucy of the original report in this connection is plied 
deyond doubt; the statement of the resideney’s head munchi, Khan Saheb Mulla 
Alimed, who was himself present, heing entirely borne out by three of the leading men 
of the local Anjuman, it, was the fiows to ask any more. ‘The first, Haji 
Mirza Ghulam Hussein Kazorani hant and banker of repute, and the 

nd myself as being must fitting 
ists would not agree) to have 





eyyid Murteza for a 







































(nes 






rv) Sassoon, ty 
Thirdly, the mir pen 
uaulans, who was at the 
town: 

nny, the question of the C 


nt whose word 
or commandant of the ( 
me acting in the publi 









man warship 1 or ¢ in these 





waters, 
Int 
‘on this ser 









is connection T venture to explain that Thad from thi 

18 Lthink will be apparent: frou the 
once of refers 
rred to “foreign representatives,” it 
which was primarily in my: thoughts, 

Krom the natize of our relations with France and Russia T could be practically 
surg that they would do nothing without consulting His Majesty’ it filly, 
while 1 had equally reasonable grounds for bolieving that the 
afford Germany ant opportunity for asserting herself in the Gulf 
Hoth to lot slip 

Lastly, the question of the quotation of'any of this mate 
‘or Goverment. 

It is difficult for me to, detach mys 
a relinhleand anbiassed estimate of th 
subinit, As ti nde §0, Les 


st hi 
jour of the several telegrams, of 
When in the course of these 
vas always Germany's consulate 


s 






which T appond copies for conve 















































yy moral doubt ns to the part 
there hardly ap 
except possibl 
ask the Anji 


to he sat 





specitivally 
£0 MIpon ; 





{ the end of April or the beginning of Ma 

ices, nor compatible with the attit 

on the spot; and that such an application could not therefore 

1 free from ulterior moth 

But Vsubinit, with much det 

» object: is to. be gained | 
thrities. 

















nee, for, your consideration, the view that, in any 


tnaking any communication of the kind to. the 





ease, 
Germat 
Tt seems to me that the bone fides of the German attitude 














together 
ption by their v 





by tlie i 


ident under reference, uamely, the te 
‘of the situ 


at Bushire as being most alarming when, 
lonst or alarm, and when the use of a German ship, if wanted at all, could only 
have been for the eneouragement. of Seyyid Murteza in’ the belief that he need fear 
nothing from us as, if we attempted to eoerce him, a8 Germany would intervene in his 
favour. 

It is difficult to conceive any entirely innocent explanation of these inconsistencies, 
and if this view is admitted, then [urge that our best course is to take note of the fact 
and profit by the knowledge in future, while keeping our own counsel for the present 


aphie dese 





























103 





Moreover, locally, the difficult. phase of the Bushire situation may be said to have 
passed with the exit of Seyyid Murteza from the stage, and the practical extinction of 
id Abdul Hussein’ of Lar, and it would seem convenient therefore to let the 

1g dog lie for the present, if that course is considered practicable. 
idea, should you concur, would be that we should content ourselves by 
ing to follow up the information we have obtained regarding the connection 
of the German fitm’s broker and the mirza of the consulate with the illicit arms. traffic. 
Ieis 










ien with the arms traffic, such as we could produce to the German legation, 
the viee-consulate could hardly continue to employ the men any longer; in any ease, 
we should have good reason to object to his again being left in charge of their consulate 


and flying the German flag, as he did in 1907, when Dr, Listemann was absent in 
Tebran, 








With these observations I beg to leave the matter in your hands, 


o 
send thes 





g to the extreme i 
papers by it, 


ecurity of the Shi 
\d_am_ therefore fi 





post route at, present, T he 
warding them vii London, furnishing 
's Secretary of State for Foreign Afihirs as 
by yom. Should I shortly be AUS Pom esau eT arSieees RMT? 
of them with me, 


te to 








copies at the sume time to His Maje 


red 






Thave, &e. 
P, Z, COX, Major, British Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, Sc. 








closure 2 in No, 222, 


Telegrams connected with His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General’s. request for presence of 
British Cruiser at Bushire, March 1909. 





(1) 


-graphed to the captain of His Majesty's eruiser 







“Box,” 


ixpatch of vessel to Bushire is to ren 
exonice of ‘Redbreast” ig: hard 
with her? Coal has now been recei 





-ign residents and their 


sufieent for this purpose, Can you 


nents, 
change pla 








(2) 
Saptain Hunt, of His Majesty's ship “Fox,” replied on the 27th March — 


“Fox and Red 
interfere with naval pr 
Bushire would not apps 








t” can exchange if it is absolutely necessary, but this would 
gramme. ‘The presence of ‘Fox’ out of gunshot distance from 
F sound. 












(@) 
I replied to“ Fox” on the 28th March, 1909 :— 
“Your 


“Th 
arma 
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(4) 


‘Then on the 20th March I telegraphed to His Majesty’s legation and the Govern- 
ment of India :— 

“P, .... If, therefore, Tam right in the belief that His Majesty’s Government 
have taken it upon themselves to. afford protection to foreigners, and if they desire to 
give no excuse to forvign represontatives to apply to their own Governments to take 
steps to ensure their safety, then it would be advisable that @ cruiser should be sent 
hore having, a white crew of between 200 and 300 blugjackets’ 











(A)—Telegrams exchanged between Sir G. Barclay and Consul-General Coz, in which 
Teforences are made to the attitude of the German Vice-Consulate in connection with 
the Disturbances at Bushire, March-May, 1909. 


(1) 


Batract from Telegran (P) from Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay, Tehran (No. 72), 
and Koreign Department, Simla, dated Marcn 29, 1909. 


Lastly, the nows agents of the residency and of the Russian consulate report 
that the diicult attitude of the Seyyid in regard to customs is attributable to the 
fluence of the i consulate, ‘There is no Specific evideuce to this effect, Lut it is 
of course quite ble. 








@) 


Hiatract from Telegram (P).from Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay, Tehri 
‘and Foreign Depariment, Simla, dated April 9, 1909. 





(No. $8), 





T have to-day received umgont re 
representatives, and unless we intervene si 
lose prost 





wentations from Russian, German, and ‘Turkish 
ently to restore order, we shall greatly 








@) 


Extract from Telegram (P) from Consul-General Cox to Sir 
‘and Foreign Department, Simla, dated Ap 





Barclay, Tehran (No, 99), 
113, 1909. 








Re expulsion of Se 





vid Murte: 
a NF . . . ° 





Russian collea 
of Frane 


In this mat 
doubt: do the rep 
consul on this subject for 
encouraging Seyyid: Murteza, 


‘ue entirely agrees with me, and so T have no 
and Turkey. ['prefernot to consult. the German 
reason to believe he has been 












(4) 
Consul-General Cor to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No, 418.) 
(Telegraphic. May 1, 1909. 

Prsport the following with J to the Bushire situation in corroboration of 
previous references. Seyyid Murteza was interviewed yesterday by a deputation of four 

resenting Bushire community. 

endeavoured. to \der an account of customs receipts appro- 
pri him, and tod tuflingchis.” A formal reply was given by 
the Seyyid to the deputation that, if he received a guarantee from the resident through 











hotables chosen by group of sevouteen persons no 





duce hi 
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‘the German consulate that the foree on land would be withdrawn within three days 
fhe would comply. 
‘Addressed Minister. Repeated for information to India and Admiral.* 





(5) 


Sir G. Barclay to Consul-General Coz. 
(No. 11.) 
phic.) B. Tehran, May 1, 1909. 
ihe Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has directed mo to request you to 
consult your German colleague with a view to affording any protection that he may 
consider necessary to German subjects. 

Following is most confidential. The German consul reported the situation at 
Bushire as being most alarming and asked for a war-ship without delay, ‘The German 
Government are anxious to avoid anything which might. arouse the susceptibilities of 
the British public, and are therefore not sending one, But at the same time if the 
German Government formally asked His Majesty’s Government to protect German 
citizens? German public opinion might take it amiss. 

‘Therefore in full confidence that His Majesty's Government have both the means 
and the will to deal with the situation and to ppotect all foreigners, they intend to 
refrain from taking any steps in reply to the German consul’s appeal. 




















(6) 
msul-General Cox to Sir G, Barclay. 





(No, 419.) 
(Telegrap! Pi May 1, 1909, 
With reference to your No, 111, which has just, been received. Tt is instructive 
to hear that the German consul applied for a warship, Seyyid Murteza's proceedings 
have been the entire cause of our troubles here, and there are good circumstantial 
rounds for belivving that the German cousulute has all along instigated him and given 
him support. 
Direct indications of this have been reported by me to-day in a previous 
telegram, 
T have from the commencement of the disturbances always consulted my German 
colleague re guards for German subjects, aud what he asked me for T have given, I 
add that during the last two or three days it has ben given out by the Gorman 
that a German man-of-war had arrived at Muscat or was shortly about to. 

































Rear-Admiral 1, 
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vais dated May 1. 
‘anil the presence 
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who had b 
baby to th 





in Bashiro toven. 
the German representative on. the spot. had been such that any tel 
lansing” and the need for a Gertan ship sent after April 11 could only. 
Purpose. —P. Z. G. 

The Geran 
Geran vice-consalate 
M. Krumpoter himself, be ‘also vice-conaul for Norway. 
}rotction, and that M. Krumpeter, living next door to the customs where there were fifty blucjackets and 
two Maxims, needed none either. ‘here was no other German citizen or even protégé except, perhaps, the 
‘consulate tirze, who is a Persian subject and needed no protectiou—P, ZC, 
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(i) 


Sir G. Barelay to Consul-General Cox. 
eae Pp Tehran, May 5, 1909. 
With reference to your two telegrams Nos. 418 and 419 of the 1st May. 
An emphatic denial that his coustlate has interfered in political alfa 
by the acting German consul. He does not believe thut the se m 
«ues that. guarantee should be furnished for a promise. to be given by you to 
hark bluejackets, referred to the German consulate particularly, but to another 
Are vou able to give mo any information which T-can use which will prove mirza’s 
conduct as reported and seyyid’s request for a guarantee through the German consulate, 
or gonerally any facts which would go to prove that the seyyid has an understanding 
with the German consulate ? 




















(8) 


Consul-General Cov to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No, 151/138.) * fe 
(Delegraphic.)  P. r May 6, 1909. 
‘The following telegram to you was already in the course of being cyphered when 
your No, 118 reached me yesterday + 


“My telegram No, 418 dispatched on th 
the 30th April, Lmet Wassmuss on the e 
our conversa 
‘The German cert r 
without foundation, I rjoined that it was probable that Sevyid Murteza bella 
he had some ground for his reference ; it would be as well if he were notified by the 
German representative not to make unauthorized use of the name of the German 
consulate, ‘Tent on to ask him whether he considered his mirza altogether reliable 
‘nd suggested that perhaps the latter had been intriguing unknown to him. In reply 
Wassinusy said he thought a communication to Seyyid Mi in the sense suggested 
would be inadvisable, With regard to his sal mild make inquiries, but 
he had had no reason to distrust him, from Wassmuss till 
to-day (Gth May), when he sent me a mesa had complained to the 
Gorman legation of his giving Seyyid M nd he said he would like 
in interview on the subject with me, In rep! 
until Chad been informed by you of the terms of 
Tinade no tention’ daring the above conver 
Jarman warship, but I said I hoped he would without “ 
should he consider that any further prote needed f an subjects, 
incidentally reiterating that [ had reecived instructions to take adequate steps to 
inane the safety of foreigners He thanked me in reply, and said that he had 
Srned his Government some tine ago that all was quiet here, thanks to the presence 
of ont blugjackets, and he added that, the only German subjects here besides himself 
wor his mirza and Messrs, Wonekhaus’s representative, and he thought that existing 
arrangements were fully sufficient for their safety, and that at present nothing further 
was nieoded.” 








morning of the 1st May was drafted on 
Ist May, and in the course of 
nent made to the deputation. 














































































‘There follows a further telegram, 








(9.) 


Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barelay. 

No, 182/441.) 
{isiegrh ) May 6, 1909. 

Wassmnuss, the German acting vice-consul, has only been in office @ fortnight, and 

that he personally has not interfered actively or ostensibly is quite possible and natural. 

But the request tor a German war-ship was presumably made by him, and not by 
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Listemann, and it is {absolutely inconsistent with the present outlook and with state- 
ments made to me and others here both by Listemann and himself, 

Your telegram re German warship affording opportunity I was about to send you 
‘a report giving a résumé of evidence showing that the German consulate has been 
intriguing against us since the commencement of these troubles ; this will be dispatched, 
and Lam sure you will be convinced by it, ‘The opinion I incline to is that it is a part 
of a larger policy than mere fishing in troubled waters, ‘The German consulate mirza 

close to Seyyid Murteza in the heart of Bushire town, and the German consulate 
have been srorking through him and through Wonckhaus's broker. ‘The recent statement 
made by Seyyid Murteza was practically a public one, but without introducing the 
names of the parties and stirring up a good deal of dust here it would be difficult for 
Hifi asin areca aoe ALi @abenry geen ince omy. Jessta yale 
recommend that we accept Wassmuss dementi for the time being in view of the tact 
that the appointment of the derya begi has been approved by all parties that he has left 
Bagdad for Bushire, and that it is practically certain, that his arrival will restore the 
situation. You will be able to come to a final decision as to what action is necessary 
when you get my written report. 

Thoidentally I may mention that a few days ago T was informed by the French 
consul that the German mirza had earnestly approached him with a view to being 
appointed to the vacant post of mirza to the French consulate." He gave as his reason 
that he was given a great deal of delicate and difficult work by the German consulate, 
and that his pay was too small and his worries too great, and he wanted n more peaceful 
billet. The French consul said that before responding he would be glad to have my 
advice and to know my wishes, remarking that, as I well knew, the man was clever, 
but an intrigner, In replying, I said that whether the man was likely to involye the 
French consulate in difficulties with his meddling was a question for him to consider, 
but that I would much prefer his being with the French consulate to being with the 
German consulate, 






































(10.) 





Sir G. Barclay to Consul-General Cox, 







(Telographic.) P. 
Reference your telegram No. 411, 
Please post summary of evidence direct to Foreign Office, 


Tehran, May 8, 1909. 






(B.)--Entries in the Weekly Diaries of the Persian Gulf Residency referring to German 
Consulate or Firm, April and May, 1909, 









Note—This y diary or chronicle is a compilation from the weekly reports 
furnished by all offices.affilinted to the Persian Gulf Residency, and, as fir as the Bushire 
Portion is concerned, the diary is based on news and information received during the 
week preceding from vari roes by the resident and staff, ‘The status of the diary 
is merely that of a news report intended to give the addressees a general idea of passing 
events. ‘The understanding is that action is not desired or taken on diary entries only. 
Where action is desired the diary entry is followed up by a despatch. 












































(1) 
4 
Extract from Diary No. 14 for the week ending April 4, 1909, 





Bushire, April 4, 1909. 


615. M. Krumpeter, agent for Messrs. Wénckhaug and Go, in Bushire, who lives in 
town, near the customs, sent Mme, Krumpeter and their child to Bussorah at tho 
beginning of the week as a precautionary measure, 





P. 4, COX, Major, 
Political Resident, Persian Gulf, 






* Soe also p. 110. 
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@) 
Extracts from Diary No, 16 for the week ending April 11, 1909. 


Bushire, April 8, 1909. 


_ 650. In the course of the afternoon the Russian, German,* and Turkish representa. 
tives called on the resident to urge the necessity of some serious steps being taken to 
restore order. A little later the manager of the Imperial Bank reported that the three 
merchants in whose names the Customs money had ‘been lodged for the lat fow days 
had, under threats from the seyyid, withdrawn the whole balance (about 2,500 tomaris) 
and hunded it over to the seyyid, “Having done so, they intimated that they had no 
further eonestion either with the Customs’ money or the so-called nationalist 
minittee. 

654. ‘The new German consul, Hei i ship « > 

eee hana ul, Herr Wassmuss, arrived by steam-ship “ Kasara 

P. Z. COX, Major, 
Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 





(3) 
Extracts fiom Diary No. V7 for the week ending April 25, 1909, 





Bushire, April 25, 1909. 


During the carly hours of the 11th, as the result of the residency proclamation, 
& considerable number of Tangistanis left, and their chiefs sent in’ letters to the 
resident, tho drift of which was, that having come to Bushire to support what they 
had understood to he the nationalist eause, they found the leaders of the movement 
simply intont on lining their own pockets. ‘This patent want of lona sides on the 
Part of the lowers, coinbined with the resident's proclamation, had convinced thet 
that they could no longer remain, and they were therefore returning to their homes 
Tt will be understood that these estimable sentiments mainly arise from the fact that 
we have stopped supplies from the customs, Amongst the foreigners’ houses to which 
fards word sent on the 1 Oth was that of M. Krumpeter, of the German 
firm of Wonekhans and ( town. Owing to, the fact tha 
of kerosine oil was stocl 
of serious public: day 
Hourhood, it was considers 
ten sepoys wore told off f 
the 
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Other letters in the same strain were dispatched by him (the Seyyid) to various 
chiefs who had before come in to help him, but who had left the town on the 
Tanding of the sailors fom the “Fox” and “Sphinx.” Attempts to form a local 
‘Anjuman having again taken practical shape, private information was supplied to 
the resident that the dragoman of the German consulate, a pronounced Anglophobe, 
had spread the report that the resident was endeavouring to prevent its formation, 
‘and bad advised the leading merchants not to join it. ‘This is interesting in relation 
toother information to the effect that the German consul has been keeping in touch with 
Sryyid Murteza and endeavouring to convince the people that the British Government 


is acting against the nationalist cause. ; 
‘The Hamburg-Amerika line steam-ship “Sicilia” returned from Bussorah on 20th 
at 6 A.ot, and left for Hamburg at 10 a.st. the sameday, Dr. Listemann, lately German 


consul, Bushire, left by her. 
P. Z, COX, Major, 
Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 


(4) 
Extract from Diary No. 18 for the week ending May 2, 1909. 


According to the reports of our news agents, Mirza Hussein, the dragomani of the 
German consulate has been busying himself greatly during the week encouraging the 
seyyid and generally fishing in troubled waters, ‘The German consul, who only took 
over the charge from Dr. Listemann on the 20th, is new to Bushire, and it is not known 
how far Mirza Hussein is or is not acting with his cognisance, «The fact that he is next 
door neighbour to Seyyid Murteza gives the mirza fucilities for communicating with 
him freoly and unobserved when he wishes, Early in the week it was reported. that 
ho was giving out that n German man-of-war had arrived or was about, to arrive nt 
Muscat, and was coming up the Gulf, On the morning of the 80th he received at his 
house two members of the Anjuman, and on, these persons going to the meeting of the 
‘Anjuman a little later they began to inveigh against the continued presence of the 
dlucjackets. is 

‘On the Ist May a deputation consisting of three seyyids and merchants visited 
Sayyid Murtoza Abromi cn behalf of the assembly and made another attempt to induce 

to submit his accounts of customs money appropriated and to dismiss his tufangehis. 
Seyyid Murteza said he would only dismiss his. tufangchis if’ the resident would first 
give him a guaranteo through the German consul that he would send away the sailors 
Within thees days?’ When this answer was communicated to the Majb (at which the 
Residency Munshi was prosent enquiring about the case of the sarbazes) the Mir Panj® 
denounced Seyyid Murteza, saying that he had been all along believed to liave been 
acting on the prompting of some outside influence and that he now believes that he 
takes his cue from the German consul, After much consultation the Anjuman decided 
to telograph to the Ulema at Nejef reporting the seyyid'’s vagaries and asking instruc- 
tions. ‘They are all too timorous to take any responsibility. 

P, Z, COX, Major, 


Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 


(5) 
Extract from Diary No. 20 for the week ending May 16, 1909. 
Bushire, May 16, 1909. 





910. May 13.—It is reported that Seyyid Assadullaht mentioned in the Majlis that 
it had been proved to him that Seyyid Murteza had been encouraged by the “ Germani,” 
He didnot specify whether the Consul was meant or the mirza, but probably the 
latter, 

A. P, TREVOR, Captain, First Assistant Resident 
(in charge current duties), 


; Sommaaanl of Chetan Regiment and acting governor,—P. Z, iS. ie Bek a 
Tepresontative of the Ulema of Nejef who accomyaniod the dorya begi to Bushire on their 
intel PC | a 
(1665) 26 
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(C.)—Notes on personnel of Foreign Consulates in Bushire and their Attitude in connection 
with recent Events in Bushire, April-May, 1909. 





I. Russian Consulate-General, 


Incumbent. —M, Wladimir Kadloubowsky. A young man of about 30 years of age, 
lately dragoman in the Russian legation ‘at Tehran, “gérant le consuilat général,” 
M, Kadloubowsky arrived from Europe in December last to relieve M. Andre Miller, 
and received instructions to co-operate with his English eolleague. Has been most 
cordial and friendly. He is assisted by one Persian mirza, Haji Agha by name, through 
Shei EAM aeabprecaEto unayehs irly well. He has no olfice in town and 
works at idence about « mile out of town. “His responsibilities in th 
the protection of Russian subjects are confined to the person i 
agent of the Russian line of steamers, M. Mishtolt, who lives 
British Residency, 

M. Kadloubowsk terms with myself and other members of the 
British Resideney a F at one with me 
in roqurd to all questions connected with the recent disturbances at Bushire, 











direction of 
hment of the 
re close to the 




















IL French Vice-Consulate, 


Incumbent —M, R. Chaloin, vice-consul. Ts old for his rank, being about 50, and is 
understood to be a promoted clerk. Haw been in his present appointment for about six 
years on and off, His vice-consulate is waintained on very iggardly He has 
prictically no establishment and cannot haye any work to speak of, His residence i 
‘about 3 miles from Bushire town, over a bad road, and he is as a rule badly posted in 
local affitirs, and seems ordinarily concerned maiuly with his own family and finar 
He is on cordial terms with myself and under considerable obligation for good 
# and help in matters both official and private, and professes to be very appreciative 
Of the tots Hus np mira, and’ dung ‘the ‘recent troubles bis had Reels roraowal 
knowledge of what was going on; when ealled upon for a report by his I on the 
recent disturbances ho asked me privately to provide him with some material for it, 
Subject to the limitations involved in the above remarks, he has apparently been 
entively in accord with me n with questions arising out of the events of the 
last to months, but T cannot be sure as to what he really reports, as such information 
as br hs ho gets from ono Ali ““Ahromi” the *ferraah ashi” (head peon) to his 
consua 
‘his Ali“ Abromi” lives 1 
bolds the pr ineoure Fr 


















































town with his brother Bahram Abremi, and 
\ nent in order to enjoy protection, in return 
for whieh he supplies the Bre ulate with news, and appears on official 

As his sobriquet ind ‘Tyngistani and a fillow villager of Seyyid 
* Ahremi,” the originator of the Bushire disturbances, He and his brother 
Bahrain live in one house next-door to the seyyid in Bushire town, and are members 
ofthe clique to which Mirza Hussein, the mixzaof the German consulate, Haji Mohamed 
Hassan, the broker of the German of Winokhaus, belong, and who are believed to 
be-all interested in th portation of arms into Busbire vid the small Tangistan 
























ntly my French colleague, as reported in my telegram No. 418,* dated the 
to His’ Majesty’s Minister, informed me that the German mirza had been 
approaching him with a’ yiew to obta 
would lave less troublesome work, I did not quite understand at the 
int for this ove:ture, but now think the explanation probably is that the German 

nks that in the French consulate he will have more leisure for his dubious 
tures than he has in the Gerinan service, and will also be associated with his 
Abremi.” Employment in a consulate is, of course, important owing to the 
Jependence and protection it affords, 
the governor was taking measures a few days ago for the arrest of the 
seyyid it appears that Ali and Bahram‘ Ahremi” allowed the seyyid’s tufangchis to 
oceiipy the roof of their house as a point of vantage for protecting’ approaches to the 








4 post, in the French consulate, where he 





ie how to 
























* Vide A (10), p. 107. 
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seyyid’s premises. On hearing of this from his own men his Excellency the derya begi 
had an intimation conveyed to Ali Ahremi that if he did not at once get rid of them 
he would only have himself to thank for anything untoward which might happen to 
him in the course of the governor’s measures for the arrest of the seyyid. 

‘A little later the seyyid, when about to evacuate his house, sent'a box of papers to 
Ali Ahremi’s house for <afe custody, and two other boxes to the care of Haji Mohammed 
Hassan, the German firm’s broker. His Excellency the derya begi informed Major Cox 
and Captain Trevor of these facts when giving them in company the details of the 
measures taken by him which terminated in the arrest of the seyyid, 


II, Norwegian Vice-Consulate. 


Incumbent.—Herr E. Krumpeter, local representative of Messrs, Wonckhaus and 
a,j nota viceconsul de enrier, and has doubiles simply obtained the sineeure in 
onder to have the advantage of consular status and weight, in his commercial compe- 
tition with British firms. The German firm's broker, Haji Mohammed Hassan, the 
associate of Mirza Hussein, is M. Krumpeter’s chief employé, and we believe the lattor 
to haye been the main direct channel of communication between the seyyid and the 
German element. 








IV. Turkish Vice-Consulate, 


Incumbent.—Mulla Hussein. A person of Bahrein extraction, An old map. 
about 60, Very cautious and disorect, and on friendly terms with the residency, 
Last year, when he took two months’ leave to Bagdad, he asked His Britannic 
Majesty's vico-consul to act for him, and Mr. Chick did so, He lives within a stone's 
throw of the resideney, and has been supplied with a guard when ueeded, 





V. German Vice-Consulate, 


Incumbent.—Dr. H, Listemann up to the 18th April and Herr W, Wassinuss from 
that date onwards, The former is on six or eight months’ leave; the latter, lately 
dragoman in their consulate at Zanzibar, is acting for him, Herr Wassinuss appears to 
be 





pout 80. He does not talk Persian, and is altogether new to this part of the 





d. 
Persian Mirza.—Mirza Abdul Hussein, generally known as Mirza Hussein simply, 
fa Bushiri nakhoda, Received some education in Bombay, and reads and writes: 

fairly well. It is through the medium of English that he deals with his present 




















Tn a de: 





ch which I addressed to His Majesty's Legation on the 7th June, 1908, 
I drew attention to the palpable change of attitude of the German representative 
at Bushire (Dr, Listemann), after his return from six months’ duty under 
Herr Richthoven in the German Legation at ‘Tehran, it being apparent) that. he 
intended to bother us when opportunity offered, His altered? attitude was remarked 
upon to me in private conversation by my French and Russian colleagues and by 
Dr. Bussiere, and the two latter said that Dr. Listemann had no doubt como with 
‘definite instructions or intentions, which he took no pains to keep secret, 

In connection with the recent anarchy in Bushive, the beating of the German 
consulate was all along somewhat suspicious. ‘To begin with, although the mirza 
of the German consulate lives in Bushire town, within a f garde of Sayyid Murtera's 
house, and is on terms of close acquaintance with Mirza Ali Kazerooni, one of the two 
chief confederates and evil mentors of the seyyid, Dr, Listemann said to me somewhat 
ostentatiously on the 25th March that his own menns of gutting information wero 
£0 poor compared to mine that he would be grateful if T would keep him informed of 
any important or interesting developments, Av the same time he asked me if I saw 
any danger in the present situation for M, and Mme, Krumpeter (Messrs, Wanckhaus's 
agent) and their sinall child, who were living in the town itself near the customs, I 
replied that I did not think there was actual danger at present, but that if he had the 
Krumpeters to stay with him in the eonsulate for, a fow days, until the situation 
cleared, he would no doubt be saved any anxiety at all, ‘This suggestion was followed, 
Thelieve, for a day or two, aftor which Mmo, Krumpotor and hor ehild were sont to stay 
at Bussorah as a precautionary measure, and remained there three weeks, 

Dr Listomaan, also at tho beginning of my communications| with Seyyid Murteza 
regarding British claims on the customs, showed himself keenly interested in thig 
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wuestion, assuring me that anything I told him on the subject would be treated with 

he utmost confidence. ‘There being nothing to conceal T gave him the same information 
as, under instructions from His Majesty's Minister, I had given the seyyid and others, 
but that was not sufficient and he and M, Wassmuss shortly afterwards paid a visit in 
company to the manager of the bank, and plied him with many inquisitive questions on 
this subject in a barefuced manner, which irritated him not a little. 








VI. British Residency and Consulate-General. 


Incumbent,—Major P, Z. Cox, O.1.E. 
Assisted by— 

Residency. 

First Assistant, Captain Trevor. 

Residency Surgeon, Captain T. S. B. Williams, 
Second Assistant, Lieutenant J. S. Crosthwaite. 
Extra Assistant, Mr. J, P, Sequeira, 
‘hwo Persian Mirzas, 
One Arabic Mirza. 
One Persian clerk in English office, 


Consulate-General 
One Dragowan, 
Ono Farrash Bashi 
Vico-Consul HL. G, Chick. 


























‘Tho above comprise the gazetted officers and the native staif exclusive of clerks in 
the English offiees of both establishments. I give these details in order to make it 
clear that the British representative as regards the ability to obtain information ar 

tho various sources available is in quite a different position to any: of his colle 
All the guzottod officets above-mentioned are in close personal touch with the hi 
tho office, and the native officials vither directly so or through them. ‘Thus, it is uot a 
case of one officer, possibly one not knowing the laugiage ot the aountey, living pote 
iniles away from the town and depending on the information of one native mirza or 
dragoman’ from whom he receives a daily or occasional visit. Tn the case of the British 


establishment we have a large office the head of which is in touch with his p 
office and staf by telograph and telephone, are 


_ Under such elxeumstances it must, I think, & 
facie mich loss likelihood of the domination. of 
of local interest or report 




































admitted that there should be primd 
sided views or personal bins in 








P. Z. COX, Major. 


‘Phe following are the prineipal members of the company -— 


1. Seyyid Murteza “ Abromi.” 

2, Seyyid Shabriyar. 

8, Mirza Ali Kazerooni, 

4, Agha Mustapha, or Mustapha “ Nawab, 
5, Ali Ahreni, 

6. Bahram Ahremi, 
7. Rais Ali, of Dilwar, in Tangistan, 
8, Haji Mohamed tassan, 

9, Mirza Abdul Hussein, 


1, Seyyid Murteza Abremi; aged about 40, A fanatical country mullah coming 
from the village of Ahrem in Tangistan. Migrated into Bushire a few years ago, but 
did not come into prominence until the end of 1906, when he engineered an 


against the customs, which ended in the transfer of M. Heynssens, the then director, to 
Kermanshab, f 
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through the disturbances until things became eritical for 
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the seyyid during the first week in June, when Shahriyar fled to Dashti with his 
followers. Had no loeal influence except as the seyyid’s lieutenant. 

3, Mirza Ali Kazerooni; aged about 35. Formerly a petty merchant in Bushire, 
put never of any standing or repute, and now altogether discredited. Is heavily in debt, 
Iuing a defaulter to the extent of some 13,000 tomans, for which he is now under 
detention, He and the next number on the list, Mustapha Nawab, were the two 
principal advisers of Seyyid Murteza in the matter of the seizure and conduct, of the 
Pistons and the making away with the receipts and other kindred matters, As soon 
fs our blugjackets had landed, and things began to, get a bit uncomfortable for him, 
Mirza Ali absconded by a tramp steamer, but was broughtyback from Bunder Abbas, 
and is now detained for settlement of the claims against him, 

4. Agha Mustapha, or Mustapha Nawab. Has been the principal “executive 
oficer” in the various ‘rascalities committed under the guise of nationalism during 
Seyyid Murteza’s régime, It was he who, with the assistance of Rais Ali and his 
tulingchis, carried out the seizure of the customs, in the course of which he held a 
}yaded revolver at-the head of the Director M. Zwinne and threatened to shoot if he 
did not hand over the premises ahd retire, ‘The seyyid subsequently placed him in 
charge of his tufangebi rabble, ‘This man has an exceedingly bad record. He was 
formerly treated as a British subject on an Indian passport, and on more than one 
occasion narrowly escaped deportation as such. ‘Then the Persian authorities disputed 
his nationality, and as there was clearly considerable doubt, as to the validity of ‘his 
claitn, he was informed that he eould not be recognised until he brought certain further 
proofs which were required. He has never brought them, but remained quiet for a year 
tro, but within the last few days, fearing some evil at the hands of the derya begi, he 
has begun petitioning again for British protection. He has recently been concerned, in 
concert or collusion with Messrs, Wénckhaus's agent, in a ease concerning a certain 
cargo of dates in regard to which the German consulate has quarrelled with the 
karguzar and demanded his dismissal. 

‘and 6, These are the Ferrash Bashi of the French consulate and his brother, 
follow-villagers of the seyyid, Except that he is his neighbour and fellow-villager, and 
intimate with the seyyid, Ali Ahremi his been careful to refrain from compromising 
himself or the French gousulate by active identification with the seyyid or his doings 
during the present troubles, but ‘his brother Bahram has been closely associated with 
him (the seyyid), 

_ 7. Rais Aly, of Dilwar, is a potty Tangistani khan occupying the small village and 
port of Dilwar, about 16 miles south of Bushire, He has been closely identified with 
Sryyid Murtoza for a considerable time past. His port has been a great thorn in the 
Hide of the customs administration as it is one of the chief channels for the secret 
importation, into Bushire of arms, tea, and other contraband. During the recent 
movement in and around Bushire Rais Ali was Seyyi hief standby, Tt 
‘was his men wh he customs for the s it, was Rais Ali who endeavoured. 
to make a diver favour of the seyyid by i¢ Bushive with a considerable 
foree on the 5th 1 June, Having been repulsed and expelled on. that oceasion, 
he has since been writing: letters to Bushire demanding the release of Seyyid Mur 
‘and threatening to enter Bushire again, ‘The governor, the Derya Beyi, has just started 
cn a punitive expedition against this petty khan and others, hoping to recover the loot 
taker rom Buslire during the disturbariges, ad also to soizo a fange atore of smuggled 
tea and other goods believed tobe concealed at Dilwar 

8, Haji Mohamed Hassan is the broker of Messrs, Wénckhaus'sagent, ‘The papers 
forwarded hardly seem to leave any doubt that he has been associated with the seyyid 
all through. References to him appear constantly in the papers comprising this 
report. 

Ped, Mirza Abdul Hussein is the German consulate mirza, who is also dealt: with 
sufficiently elsewhere. 


What I wish to direct attention to here is that, according to our information and 
belief'in Bushire, the company of persons included in the above list and others not 
included have been associated long before the present disturbances arose through the 
common bond of the traffic in fire-arms and other highly dutiable goods, Firstly, we 
have a clique of persons in Bushire interested in the arms traffic from Muscat. We 
have Rais Alt, the headman ofa petty smuggling port convenient for Bushire and for 
the roads into Shiraz and the interior, ‘Then in Seyyid Murteza we have the Mullah, 
who, if the customs give any trouble by the seizure of the boats of his acquaintances, or 
the confiseation of their smuggled goods, can at once engineer a strike among the 
(2605) 2G 
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Bunder boatmen, who are uearly all ‘Tangistanis, or some other form of agitation 
meaning trouble for the customs, I would note here that the first thing Seyyid 
Murteza and Rais Ali did after seizing the control of the customs was to have the 
godown containing confiscated arms and ammunition broken open and the contents 
carried to his own house, 

Among the others wo have retailers of arms in Bushire and the leading spirits who 
arrange for the import of the arms from Germany to Muscat, 








P. Z. COX. 





(E.)—1. Seyyid Murtesa's demand for a Guarantee from Resident, through the German 
Consul. 2. Appropriation of Customs Cheques by Seyyid Murteza, 





Report by Head Munshi, dated May 1, 1909. 





‘THE members of the Bushire Anjuman sent Seyyid Mohamed Ali, the late Sadr- 
al-Islm’s son-in-law, Seyyid Mahomed Shatii Kazerooni, his son Seyyid Mahomed 
‘Taki, and Haji Mirza Mahomed Dashti to Seyyid Murteza Abrami yesterday to give 
him urgent advice and to request him to dismiss his tufangehis and render an account 
of his customs receipts. He replied that he would duly render an account of the 
receipts and expenditure and would dismiss the tufangehis ou condition that the 
resident would withdraw the troops after three days and give him a guarantee to this 
effect through the German consul. On hearing this reply, the Amir Pa 
to the members of the Anjuman that for a long time past he was under the impression 
that Seyyid Murteza’s proceedings must be in uccsrdance with the guidance of another 
party, and now believes that the seyyid! the German consul. 
After much consultation the members agreed to telegraph to the high priests in 
Mesopotamia, intimating Seyyid Murtez's proceedings and asking for instructions. 





























Statement by Haji Mullah Ahmed, dated May 8, in amplification of his Report of 
May 1, 1909. 
‘The Medjfiss assembled in the morning, and determined to send a depu 
Soyyid Murteza, 
‘They selected for the purpose— 





Agha Seyyid Mahomed Ali, 
id Mah i. 





‘They went togethor i 
was lites 

yl Mediliss, however, was sitting late that evening, not dispersing until 8 or 9 past 
They were discussing the customs question, aud as Agha Seyyid Mohamed Ali lives 
lose to the Anjuman building, and was saying his prayers ina mosque elose by, the 
members of the Medjliss sen . About 730 Pat, he came over in response to 
theit call, and they asked him what had passed. He gave the reply stated in my 


previons report,and gave it presence ; and it was then that the Amir Panj made 
tho remarks attributed to him, 


Mahomed Shaffi came the 


the evening, afterwards returning to their houses, as it 



































4 1 vhen I also happened to be present 
in the Anjuman, He quot va aus having said that he would not com ly 
Unless the guarantee came through some of the consulates, Haji Abdul Rasool, ey 

vid Molt med Reza, and Haji Mirza Ghulam Hussein remarked that Agha Mohamed 
Ali had said last night that the seyyid had said the guarantee must be given 
throngh the ¢ neonsuilate, and asked precisely what he did say. Mahomed Shafi 
replid * Bale, hamintoor (Yes, that was it), 

On the 8a on Haji Abdur Reza Mohamed. Kambar, one of the members of 
the Medjliss, remarked, “All the seyyid’s actions are by the ‘authority "—*dastoor ul 





















* The commandant of the Persian regiment at present quartered in Bushire. is time ae 
‘governor for the popular party.—P. ZO. Siege ae ce aye 
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Amal” —of Mirza Hussein.” He said this to me confidentially, and added : “ Some of 
the seyyid’s tufangehis are of my tribe [Dashti], and I am anxious to get them away 
from the seyyid, as I fear he may instigate them to commit bloodshed.” 4 

The Mir Panj, Mirza Abmed Khan, had a great deal to say on the subject. He 
sail that all the time they (the Medjliss) had been suspecting and wondering whence 
the seyyid’s activities (“harakat”) were prompted. Now that. they had heard his 
reply, brought by Seyyid Mahomed and Seyyid Mahomed Shafi, they know that it was 
from the tutoring of Mirza Hussein. 








Note by His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul, dated May 4, 1909, 


[was in company with Haji Mirza Ghulam Hussein Kazerooni to-day, and in the 
course of conversation I asked him what had been the result of the steps taken by the 
Anjuman to get Seyyid Murteza to dismiss the tufangchis with him, He replied 
that the’ seyyid’ Had appeared im the Anjuman on one oooasion, and) made cottain 
conditions as to being allowed to retain a certain number, &¢, 4 : 

On the second occasion they had sent some seyyids from the Anjuman with a 
message to him. I asked who were the emissaries, He replied, “Seyyid Mohamed 
Sheil, Seyyid Mohamed Ali, Mirza Mohamed Dashti,” and he could not remember the 
Ctieetfenecadleteeteel staayridl espossdlanystacteniooniian on aac 
oocasion or wanted any guarantee, “Ab, I forgot!” said Haji Mirza Ghulam Hussein 
Kazerooni. “Yes; he also told the seyyids to say that if ho dismissed his tufangchis, 
he wanted a guarantee through the German consulate that the residency and the derya 
begi would not molest him.” I asked what he thought was the reason for this, He 
replied,“ Tcannot say; but people say eurrontly that all that the seyyid doos is by the 
advice for after taking counsel with) of Mirza Hussein Nakhoda Ali)” I then went on 
to ask him who were the pre of the seyyid, He replied, ‘ Nobody, 
except, the ‘bachehai quarter” —* such as Mirza Hussein and 
Agha Shabriyar and his tufangehis,” 

= a H, G, CHICK. 

















Report by Agha Khalil, dated May 6, 1909. 





Seyyidl Murteza Ahremi is said to have sentia message to Haji Seyyid Mohamed 
ji Mirza Mahomed Peshnamaz asking to secure assurances for him, so 
id Murteza) may produce the accounts, I hear from the reliable source 
consuls inunshi has informed the seyyid,* in reply, that his consul ean 
if the seyyid makes a specific request to him to act as arbitrator, not 
syyid will probably. auGetfalfales accoents 
MOHAMED KHALIL. 















that the Gi 
only interfere 
othe 








Note by the First Assistant tor the Resident, dated May 6, 1909. 





ited the Amir Panj this afternoon in connection with the affair of the sarbazes 
who took bast at the residenoy, After telling him that I had given them a message 
from the resident that they must all leave the resideney precincts, as their principal 
claims had been settled, the conversation changed to general matters, We talked about. 
the state of the town, and the doings of the Anjuman and Seyyid Murteza, In the 
cnurse of the conversation the Amir Panj said that matters were getting very difficult 
‘n regard to paying the tafingchis, He had now spent. over 1,000 tomans himself, 
4s he had paid them for the last eighteen days, before that the kalantar had done 
%. He said he had never seen such i 
Anjuman, ‘They were afraid to do any 

er sent them (and him) threaten 
dividual whose v 
























ing, and were in terror of Seyyid Murteza,. 1 
g letters from time to time, and was a curious 
8 altered every day, At present the seyyid seemed to be pro 











toe taf be seen that ip conversation with onthe tat May, M- Wassnas ad ho sw no grounds 
for making such a communication as I suggested to the soyyid but would inguire from his mirza, 
oold appear, however, that afer our Intetiew the Gernot wetconail id eeud bin wien to vii 


‘eyyid and to make soste intiation to him of the nature above reported.—P. Z. 0. 
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darya begi. ‘The subject of the seyyid’s accounts and his maintaining numerous 
fufingehis came up, and in the coursé of conversation the Mir Panj said that the 
seyyid liad advisers, I asked who they were, and he said the seyyid got advice from 
the German consulate. He said he had suspected it for a long time, but latterly 
several things had proved it. ‘The style of letters the seyyid sent to the Medjliss was 
‘that of official letters, and they were evidently inspired by some one from some consulate, 
Again, when the Anjuman sent a deputation to ask the seyyid to reduce his tufangehis, 
he had told the deputation to inform the Anjuman that he would only consent to reduce 
his tufangehis if the resident sent him an assurance through the German consul that 
the British sailors would be removed immediately, The Mir Panj said that he was 

ivered in the Anjuman... T asked who geve the seyyid 

the 


Subsequently the Mir Panj said that the 
in which he compared the latter 
trary to religion Co compare 
He did not believe that the derya begi had 
come to any arrange ith the ulemas ut Nejef, After some further unimportant 
‘conversation the call terminated. 
A. P. TREVOR. 


May 6, 1000. 


, told the ex-kalantar, Haji Yusuf Abdul Hassan, 
issein and Haji Mohamed Hassan to get cash for 
i Yusuf called on Haji Abdur Rasool * and informed 

weques, and asked hitn to call Haji Mohamed Hassan to the Anj 

and recover the cheques through him, Haji Abdur Rasool, ver, took no action. 

2, Mulla Ghulam f the Seyyid’s (Murtezas) munshi has leased a house 
belonging to the Residen ash Bashi for 20 krans per month. The Ferrash Bashi 

ves thi ned Hassan, Wonckhaus's brok 


Tam informed that a cheque for 900 tomans or thereabouts, vl 
by Miray Mahmood Kazerooni, and which was one of those which the se 
from the customs! safe, was presented to Mirza Mahmood through th 
why asked Mirza Mahinood to pay the amount (900 tomans) to Haji Mol 
Messrs, Wonekhaus's broker, which Mirza Mahmood did. 
MOHAMED KHALIL. 


Note for Resident hy Hiv Britannic Majesty's Viee-Consul, dated May 22, 1909. 


Thad to see Messts, Sassoon's Persian agent, Haji Rais-ut-Tujjar yesterday in 
connection with some of the outstanding claims of his firm. In the course of conversa- 
tion L inquired what had become of the cheques which he had given in payment of 
customs duty in the name of Moses Khan which Seyyid Murteza had appropriated 
when the customs safe was broached by his men, “Tt was within my knowledge,” he 
said, that he had been approached by somebody (perhaps Haji Yusuf, the former 
alintar)? who offered to let him keep 200 of the 1,200 tomans if he would only hand 
over the 1,000 tomans, He was sure from the manner of the message and the identity 


tion. 
demands made by the Anjuman some weeks ago 
* Compare p. 117, (B, 


+ See below. $ See above. 
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upon Seyyid Murteza that he should dismiss his armed followers, Haji Rais-ut-Tajjar 
siid he was present, as a member of the Anjuman, when Seyyid Murteza sent his reply. 
to the Anjuman intimating that, before dismissing his tufangehis, he wanted assurances 
from the resideney, guaranteed through the German consulate, that the former would 
not take measures against him should he dismiss his armed guard, 
HH. G, CHICK, 
May 22, 1909. 


Note by Vice-Consul, dated June 17, 1909, 


AGHA MOHSIN reports that in a Medjlifs held on the afternoon of the 
1sth instant for final settlement of Mirza Ali Kazerooni's debts, the karguzar, 
Haji Mirza Ghulam Hussein Kazerooni, and Agha Mirza Mahmood Kazerooni, and 
Agha Ali being present, Haji Mirza Ghulam Hussein Kazerooni referred to the fact of 
the derya begi having got back the customs cheques seereted by Seyyid Murteza, 
Agha Mohsin turned to Mirza Mahmood? and said: “I have heard that one of the 
cheques belonged to you, and that you have given the money.” He replied: Yes; 
Haji Mohamed Hassin Haji Alboul came to me and said; ‘Scyyid Muteza wanted to 
send tufangehis to you and get the money by foree, and I intervened (on. your behalf), 
and [have now coe to ask you to give the money.” Mirza Mahmood’ further said 
that when Haji Mohamed Hassan came to him some tufangchis, or seyyid's mon, were 
with Haji Mohamed Hassan 
HH, G, CHICK. 


Fakhr-ul-Islam, a mullah, brother of the Imam Juma, told Agha Mohsin some days 
ago that “ Haji Mohamed E came to my house and ‘met me in the porch thereof 
and offered me 100 tomans on behalf of Seyyid Murteza, asking me to take the 
100 tomans and not insist farther on Seyyid Muteza rendering an agcount of the 
money taken from the custom-house.” Fakhr-ul-Islam did not take the money. 

H, G, CHICK, 


(E.) Note by Resident regarding the expected Visit (0 the Persian Gulf of a German 
Man-of-war. 


IT was on or about the 25th April that news reached me of the currer y of 


the report in the town regarding the imminent advent of a German mu 
waters, 
The i jon was first brought me by the residency surgeor 
T. S. B. Williams, Indian Medical Service, who, T may tention, in the course of 
ix the indoor and outdoor patients in the Bushire Residency. £ 
ito unofficial touch with sections of no 
He informed me that a person whase information was usually good had 
that there was a report current in the town that it German ship was 
up the Gulf and was on the psint of arriving at Muscat, if indeed it had not 
alwady done so. Captain Williams added that on hi ing where the news 
ed, his informant had replied from Mi 
Similar information heard in the coffee-shops regarding the e: arrival of a 
an ship was communicate to me a little later by one of the ship's interpreters on 
uty ashore, and later by another, and casual enq) own people always 
slicited the reply that these reports were spread by Mirza Hussein of the German 
consulate, 
‘The mirza himself is much too astute to make public assertions in such cuses, and 
it would not he possible to get anyone who had heard him who would com 
that he had. As a matter of kno 


var in these 


our ships, th 
cipt of legati 
(1665) : ss 211 
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M, Moses Khan did not himself understand why Winckhaus had furnished the 
money for Mustapha’s release, but thought that there was some collusion between them, 
H. G. CHICK, 


Statement recorded by First Assistant on May 7, 1909. 


Haji Hussein, son of servant of the Khan of Bunder Rig, states — 


“About a week ago I was going to Gulzd’s house one night. Twas passing by 
Murtez's house when Lsaw Mirza Hussein, the German consulate mirza, Ali 
d his son come out of the seyyid’s house. ‘They left the house just as T'was 





passing. 
Again, f 





or five days ago T was in a coffee 
men when Nakhoda Ali, the father of Mirza Huss 
had just been to his son's housy and had found § 
the Anjuman) and his son Seyyid Abdulla Behls 
the late Alem-el-HMuda’s gon there, _Nakhod his son was explaining to 
these m in the Majlis that the British Government had no right 
to interfere they should suggest that if the Residency 
should ps the seyyid, that an appeal should be mide to the German consul to 
intervene, 


Abdur Rasul’s 
by us. He said he 





op with one of F 
came and si 


























A, P. TREVOR. 


Report by Residency Dragoman Aga Mohamed Khalil, dated May 18, 1909. 


1. I he to say that Haji Reza Behbehani, who is one of the prom 
the local Anjuman told me in the course of conversation on Monday 1 
Exeelleney, the Derya Bei his stated in the Anjun 

wilt of the local 





nt members of 
ight that his 
ence of all the 
his arrival, hie 
the troubles in 

























‘who is responsible 

pan, consulate 
2. male an incidental enquiry from Mirza Ali i 
at the kargwzar’s house) € 








ening (he is still 
stated that 














voilised that the seyyid w ent by Mirza 
Hussein of the German consulat gchis to kill the 
throw leading merchants and say miglish soldters: oppoved him bo would 
Hob hesitate taking action against them: when he saw that the seyyid was ealling in 

en, and Was so confident, thanks to the German Mirza’s support he, Mirza 








and could not do otherwise than take 
1 to report in writing to Mirza 
used to send messages to him at 


nded in diffjeulti 
that the seyyid 

Hussein as to what he was doing, and Mirza Hussei 
night hy Haji Mohammed Hassan, Wonekhaus's broke 








MOHAMED KHALIL, 


Private Late, to Major Cor from Mr. B. Temple, Correspouent ot the © Civil ond 
Milivary Gucette"” of Lalior, travelling in Persia to study the Nationalist question, 
dated Ahwaz, May 16, 1909, : 





Twas very sony not to have se 
bth instant. 1 was busily 
to your ollice in the ev 





1 you before my departure from Bushire on the 
1 the day before, and, by the time I got round 
. “Sinew then T have been constantly on the 





y few days in Bushire were well sp 
a nimaber of people of all shades of opinion, and to aequi 

estization of the present situation and prospects in Persia 
yot kuow, my work was rendered the easier by 



















masa nthe towns and bye my not identifying any 

authorities or any other European clement in Bushire. x to this : 

f ‘ f ng to this fact, persons 
with sho T came into contact regard me as a free lance, and spoke much more frankly 
shan Lam sure they would otherwise have done. r 
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perbaps, in an incidental way, but I was much struck in the course of my enquiries 
the trend of intelligent Persian opinion in a certain particular direction, and I think 
shall do no harm if I give you a brief outline thereof I refer to the question of 
German policy, or, more correctly speaking, I think, German intrigue in Persian Gulf 
affairs, The ‘opinion was expressed by several of the Persians with whom I came into 
contact that, speaking Fernie and with a much wider outlook than that of Bushire 
slities, there is a good deal of wire-pulling going on at the hands of German agents 
br th promotion by, hook or by erook of German interest in the Middle Haat 
Specifically and locally I heard much of what appears to me to be a deliberate and 
wellplanned endeavour on the German part to make things difficult for us in 
connection with recent events in Bushire. For example, Haji Abdur Rasul, Rais-ut- 
‘Tujjar, informed me that the German consul's dragoman is in almost daily communica 
tion with Seyyid Murteza, and that in ways which are difficult to trace to their source ; 
the impression is about that the Germans are on the side of the nationalists and the 
British on the side of the royalist. Mirza Ali, one of the lieutenants of Seyyid Murteza, 
asked me if it were true, as reported in the bazaar, that the Germans were landing 
Dinejocketa to countarbalanco and iuoelia chéak: the, Breit buejucketa and co giveithe 
nationalists a free hand. Moses Khan, the customs secretary, who was impressed 
against his will as director of customs by Seyyid Murtoza and compelled to. carry on 
the customs collection ou the seyyid’s behalf, told me that he represented to the seyy’ 
that the British claim on the customs would have to be met, and that the id 
replied, “Oh no, Tam assured by the German consulate that these British claims on 
tho customs are not bond fide, and have beon fabrieated partly to enable the British to 
lay hold on the customs on behalf of the Shah and partly’to, justify the landing of 
bluejackets whose presence in Bushire would preserve the Shah's. pathonty and break 
Up th maClonaliste poyor'# hFarpaine iadtvisGal tld ap tae a Natwonst ate aianae 
he could give many other evidences of German interference, and in confidence he 


id one or two matters which Ido not at present feel that Tam at liberty to 
ate to you, Other people told mo that they knew, actually know that you 

h consul) had been in direct telegraphic communication with the Shah 

ding Seyyid Murtera’s doings, and that the Shah had asked yow to land blue 
juckets. I did not trace this particular item to German inspiration, and I only mention 


it in this conneetion for what it may be worth, 

I think it in the interests of Government to give you this information, but you 
will kindly understand that I'do so in very strict confidence and in the full assurance 
that neither my name nor the names of those referred to herein will be mentioned or 
used in any way. 

I start shortly for Ispaban, and if you have occasion to write to me you can address 
me there efo Lynch's agent. 


Telegramt in handwriting of Mirza Mohamed Uussan, brother of Mirsa of German 
Consulate, dated May 80, 1909. 
(Seoret,) May 30, 1909, 9°45 a.at, 
‘To Jenabe Moin ‘Tujjar, ‘Tehran : 
Khairkhahi huckir be hokoomat ouham marboot be jenab auli bashad mosallam 
tedanid choon ishan ra be ekhtyar nemigozaarand nemishowad montmin shod megar 
acs bestigns enitinan'Vedaknad Yo jonub ail hackir'a moetSokiaih rnb an(dAhi 


(“ranslation of above telegram.) 


To bis Honour the Moin-et-Tujjar, Tehrat 

‘You may be sure of the well wishing of this humble one towards the Government 
(of Bushire), especially when it is nssociated with your Excellency (tho derya, begi 
being the moin's nominee). But as they do not allow him to follow his own inclinations, 
it is not possible for me to feel reassured unless they give assurances to yourself, and 
you then give me direct assurances yourself 


121, Moses Khan would hesitate to introduce tho name of a foreign consulate in discussion 
+ of the residency, but would often open his mouth more freely to au outaider.—P. 2. C. 
+ Copy obtained from telegraph superinte ict confidence. —P. Z, 0, 


(1665) mi 
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Note.—Handwriting verified beyond doubt from other specimens of his writing, on 
residency records, and from two officials of the telegraph department, who are familiar 
with it. 

I have several times been told during the recent disturbances that telegrams sent 
by Seyyid Murteza from time to time by the English wire, in English, were drafted and 
written by Mirza Hussein, It was primd facie unlikely that the mirza would leave 
such evidence of his association with the sey and those telegrams which I have 
been able to see, were written in erude writing, probably of schoolboys, and not by the 
mirza. 

‘The one above, however, was recognised directly it was received by the telegraph 
clerk as being in the handwriting of Mirza Hussein’s brother, and the fact is made 
abindantly clear by comparison with documents in the same individual's writing 
fortheoming on the resideney records, 











P. Z, COX. 


(H.)—Statement made to His Majesty's Vice-Consul by Haji Ewaz Dashti, Natwe 
Agent-of Messrs, Ziegler and Co. 
Deals with— 





1, Visits of Mirza of German consulate to Seyyid Murteza. 

2, Promise by Mirzs of German consulate of support from German consulate, 
Question of guard at Messrs, Wonckhaus's premises, 

4, Comnection of Seyyid and the German Mirza with arms trafiie, 









Nole by His Britannic Majesty's Viee-Consul, dated May 16, 1909. 


HAJI EWAZ DASH (Zieglor's native agent) came to see me to-day. He lives 
Just behind Sevyid Murteaa’s house, and has known the sayyid intimately for some 
Years. He told’ mo that on one oecasion, some two or three days before the looting of 
the bazaars, he had visited Seyyid Murteza and was advising him strongly to send 
away Ahmed Khan Tangistani and Ghul iji Khidar because of their blood 
enmity with Zvir Khidar, 0 eyyid, would surely get himself into 
trouble if these parties started 

Whilst he was talking Mirza Hussein, th 
assured him that he could speak out. in Haji presence, as he, Haji Ewaz, was a 
Dashti, “Mirza Hussein, after smoking a kalian, said that he had bien praising Seyyid 
Murtezw to his consul (“Kh ff shuina kerde-am"), and. went on to say that’ he 
would get his consul to protect Seyyid Murteza in the event of the seyyid getting into 
trouble with the English. ‘Mirza Haesein said that any is a Power like England, 
rather it is a stronger Power in ships of war, manufactures, &c,” 

On a second oo bout the day after the landing of the bluejackets, 
ji. Ewa Murtez for several days but could not gain 

, managed to see him early one 
Mirza Hussein said, 
h reference 
» Dovlet-i- 
the English 
y at their being there and 
spoken to the consul wbout 
r for the consul to come and 



















German munshi, came in, ‘The seyyid 

























































morning. Haji Mohammed Hassan and Mirza Hlusse 
“T haye brought. you good news (basharat).” Sey 
to the nation or @ Governmont.” Mirza Hussein 
Alman), He went on to say, “T have seen the consul, and 
soldiors ftom the office” (Krumpeter's).* He was very 
y must not be thore any longer 1 hav 

you; itis not suitable for you to come to the consulate 
But he will prot and he has telegraph 

and will hav 

expre 





















n used also 
nan support. 
Tyena git Sayyid Murto 
lations concerning 
the seyyid 1 toman per gun imported and 1 toman for 
id on his part was to get np a “shulugh” (riot) against the 
wan guns were confiscated by the customs. Seyyid Murteza also 









time past. ‘The two latter are 





in par 
five 
customs, if any Gei 








* Of, ps 109 B (4) and viows expressed in my note thereon, 
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sent instructions to tribal chiefs like Rais Ali Tangistani, of Dilwar, to assist m 

importation of these arms. ‘The latter Khan had two dhows which often went to 
for the smuggling trafiic, 

ie cee H, G, OHICK. 
May 16, 1909, 


Report by Persian Clerk in Residency Office, dated April 18, 1909. 


I am informed that Mirza Hussein, interpreter of the German consulate, is tellin 
ople that. the British resident by misrepresenting matters to. the German. const 
franted the latter to co-operate with him like the Russian consul in capturing Busbire, 
hut that the German consul refused to do so; that the British resident wanted to send 
British soldiers to the German consulate,* but the German consul did not agree to 

receive them beeause the German consul is in favour of the Nationalists, 
He is also trying to instigate the people to raise objection to the firing of guns 


i in by itish, 
indulged in by the British, sca G RL 


Alleged or Suspected Connection of Mirza Hussein, Mirza of the German Consulate, 
‘and other Persons connected with the German Firm, with the Smuggling of Arms and 
other Contraband, 


Eztract from the News Diary which Vice-Consul keeps for the Consul-General’s 
information, dated April 4, 1907. 


(1,) A SERIOUS ease of arms smuggling is reported. Quite lately 642 rifles wore 
landed at Bariki, where the Khatkhuda is in partnership with a number of Bushiris in 
the arms traffic; 300 rifles have been brought into Bushire overland by night, and 
wore secreted somewhere in the town or its environs, It is not known where the 
remaining. 342 rifles have been disposed of, ‘The following inhabitants of Bushire are 
Kuown to have had these rifles smuggled and are implicated init 


|. Meshedi Ewaz, 
. Zoir Haji, 
8, Zair Abdullah, 
. Muslim Kassab, 
Azad Khan Topeh 
. One Ali, formerly in the employ of the bank, 


‘These men form part of a band of about twenty persons who aro always together, 


Further names will probably be forthcoming. H, G. CHICK. 


Nole—It was Zair Haji and Muslim Kassab who were*recently associated with 
Mustapha Nawab and Messrs. Winckhaus in a suit regarding a cargo of dates which 
has caused a good deal of trouble.t—P. Z. C. 


Extract from Diary of the Persian Gulf Residency for the week ending 
September 29, 1907. 


2005. The arms traffic is particularly brisk in Bushire at the present moment, 
The principal smuggler appears to be the commander of the artillery, who is. reported to 
arranging «large arms store in his house outside the town. It is’further alleged 
that the consiguees of the 2,071 cases of arms and ammunition which have been landed 
at Museat in the last twelve months by German steamers are a certain Abdur Rabim- 
binJaffur, Bushiri, the agent of Mirza Hussein, the mirza of the Get 
here, and Haji Mohammed Hassan, broker to Messrs. Wonckhaus, ‘The ureater part of 
the arms dealt in by the gang headed by the above-mentioned officer is suid to consist 
of Mannlicher rifles. It is even hinted that the Hamburg-Amerika ships have been 


* Of, p. 109 B (4). Seo also G (6). 











124 


known to discharge arms into boats out of sight of land. The real cause of the 
increasing intensity of illicit trafic is mainly the impotence of the customs, and the 
increasing apathy of the Belgian staff in the face of the difficalty and uncertainty of 
their present position, It is noticeable that the residency surgeon has recently treated 
two eises of accidental wounding by weapons of the latest make; and it is significant 
that a Persian servant was recently discovered by his English master poring over the 
rice list of the Army and Navy Stores, in which he was able to distinguish by the 
illustrations between 'a Browning and a Mauser pistol, 











Extract from Diary of the Persian Gulf Residency for the week ending October 13, 1907. 


2117, Mirza Hussein Ali, till lately customs mudir at Dilwar, near Bushire,® has 
stated that during the seven months of his tenure of that post, the quantity of arms, 
ammunition, and spices smuggled in by the sheikh of Chahkoota and the Khan of 
‘Tangistan would have brought in 7,000 tomans (1,400/.) to the customs, 


Eatract from Diary of the Persian Gulf Residency for the week ending October 20, 1907. 


2162. With reference to paragraphs 2005 and 2117, enquiries by the vieo-consul 
‘on the subject of smuggling have elicited the following additional facts, The profits 
of the gang referred to in the former paragraph are said to have totalled 10,000 tomans 
uring the past year, tho chief item being arms and ammunition, but spices and tea 
accounting fora part of the total. ‘These tivo articles are largely smuggled at Rudhillab, 
where tho smugglers are said to have a counterfeit customs stamping-machine, which 
enables their goods to pass the verificator stationed inland at Khushab. 





















Extract from Diary of the Persian Gulf Residency No. 5 for the week ending 
February 2, 1908. 





278. It is alleged that seventy-four revolvers were landed from the steam-sl 
“Sicilia " for Mirza Hussein, the German consulate munshi; they were brought ashore 
by hitn and others in the pilot-boat y are selling in the bazaar for 15 tomans ( 
cich, ‘The Hamal Bashi complains bitterly that the entire subordinate customs stall 
‘us corupt ns before the tarifl, and ac Thrahim, under whose direction the 
customs watchmen are, of countenan 





















ng stnuggling. 





Memoranda by His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul, dated August 1908. 





August 2—Last night a mashowa was discovered disc 
Bin Mine (village betyeen the Russian and Gern 
tuflingchia got to liear of it, and captured one load cont 
a few rovolvers, ‘Tho customs authori 
Tnnded, and the mashowa got up sail hurriedly and lett 

August 4.—It is credibly asserted that the boat which was detected lan 
and cartridyes on the shore not far from the Ger 
of the German steamer, The German mirza and shipping office employés are known to 
bo enyaged in the arms trade, and it is not the first time that there has been a strong 
suspicion of arms haying been smuggled ashore from these Hamburg steamers, 





ging cartridges near 
consulates), ‘The customs 
1g Some 3000 cartridges. and 
es claim that a good deal more had already been 


















ing arms 
n consulate was the pilot boat 











Note by Vice-Consul, dated May 9, 1909. 











ragoman) reported a day or two ago hearing further from 
jar that Haji Mohamed Hassan, the broker of Wénckhaus 
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and Co., and a former servant of the amin’s, had been complaining bitterly to the 
Amin-ut-Tujjar some little time before the disturbances here of the bad market) for 
rifles, of which he had a large number in stock. ‘The amin told him that Haji Mohomed 
Hassan had been congratulating himself on having: disposed of all his stock during, the 
disturbances, put a stop to by the landing of our troops. 

‘To-day Amin-ut-Tujjar was in my office, and incidentally, while speaking of the 
reckless way in which Persian soldiers waste their cartridges, and also about the 
intervention of the gun-running gang here in favour of Mustapha Nawab,* he repeated 
tome the statement that Haji Mohamed Hassan, the German firm’s broker, had made 
to him. ‘The amin had been to Haji Mohamed Hassan to buy a gun for himself, Haji 
Mohamed Hassan replied that he was very sorry, but he had just disposed of all his 
stock in hand, 





H. G. CHICK. 





Note by Vice-Consul, dated May 9, 1909, 
Thad a conversation with H. 





Muhammad Dallal, Gray Paul's broker, in their 
office this afternoon. His house is next to Seyyid Murteza’s, After having discussed 
al affairs for some time, he went on to speak about Seyyid Murteza and hia 
_Haji Muhammad said that he saw nearly everybody who went. in and out 
of the seyyid’s house every morning and could often hear him holding a council, . He 
remembered him holding a secret meeting after my visit to the seyyid, but did not 
notice all who were there. He stated that Meshedy Ali Ahremi (French vico-consul’s 
man), his brother Bahram, Haji Mohamed Hassani (the German office's broker) and 
Mirza Hussein went continually to the seyyid’s house ; he saw them, 

For this, he said, there was a reason, For the last two years these men have been 
carrying on the arms trade actively, and in order to avoid any chanoo of search by the 
customs, or their houses, they take the guns and ammunition smuggled by way of 
Dilwart or Rubhillah to the seyyid’s house, where they seoreto them aud oan be sure of 
their being safe from the attentions of the customs. 




























Information furnished by the Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia, Bushire, regarding 
Mirza Hussein's connection with the Arms Traffic dated May 9, 1909, 





“Abdul Majid and Brother” is tl 





way the “firm” is styled for business purposes, 
although strictly speaking Abdul Majid himself is only the seven-year old son of one, 
Ay Mirza Abdul Houssein,t the. dragoman at the German. Rouse at the present 
time, ‘The real owner of the “firm” is Agha Mirza Abdul Hussein himself and the 
adoption of his infant son's name as a nom-de-plume is only one of his methods for 
diverting suspicion, for ax you know, the ‘firm’ is engaged merely in smuggling uns 
and ammunition into Persia. Some time ago, when I first arrived in Bushire and before, 
Tknew the nature of Mirza Abdul Hussein's business, I asked him if Abdul Majid was 
his brother and his reply was, “No, Tam merely interested in him.” 

There are seeret confederates in Bushire of whom the chiof is Haji M 
Hassan-bin-Abul Bushiri, of whom, for your information, the bank's opinion is, “ potty 
dealer of fair credit.” “Employé of Messrs, R, Wonckhaus and Co, He has made a 
considerable amount of mouey lately, but his business is risky. Caution required, We 
give him credit up to 7,000 tomans.” 

Besides. the above there are others connected with the “firm amongst whom I 
‘night mention Zar Haji Dashti§ Haji Moslem Ghasab, Azad Beg ‘Toopchoh, Agha 
Abdurrahim Kazerooni—all small men in business. ‘The last named is not in Bushire 
at the time of writing. 

The methods adopted by the “‘firm” in carrying on their business are somewhat 
after the following manne: 





























haimed: 




















Agha Mirza Abdul Hussein buys from the bank telegraphic transfers on our London 
office, who are asked to pay the amount, or rather its equivalent, to the Commer und 
Disconto Bank, in Hamburg, by mail. A list of the various telegraphic transfers bought 
from us by Mirza Abdul Hussein is appended to this letter, as also a list of various 
drafts bought from us by the above-mentioned Haji Mohamed Hassan Bushiri 








* Tn connection with cargo of dates —P. 2, ©. + Fide note on p. 124, J-(9) 
Commonly called Mirza Hussein—P. Z. C. F Of, p. 122, 3 (1) 


[1665] 2K 
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Against receipt of these telegraphic transfers guns and ammunition are shipped by 
German steamers addressed to Muscat. According to information in our possession 
two firms in Germany seem to supply these goods, their names and addresses are: 
Immam Meffert, Gewehr-Fabrik, Subl, Thuringen, and Gustay Genschow and Co,, 
Akctiongesellchaft, Hamburg. The bills of lading ore sent by post direct to Abdul 
Majid in Bushire, and of course are received by Mirza Abdul Hussein. The goods arrive 
in Musont some three weeks after the bills of lading. are received in Bushire, and durin 
these three weeks the method adopted by Mirza Abdul Hussein seems to be to try and 
sell the whole consignment. en bloc by means of the bills of lading, the possession of 
which of course means the ownership of the goods mentioned thereon. 

If Mirza Abdul Hussein is unable to sell the whole consignment en bloc in 
Bushire, he sends the bills of lading to his principal agent in Muscat, Mirza Hussein 
Tsfaliani, who on receipt of the documents takes delivery of the goods from the 
customs, after paying the duty of 5 per cent. ad ralorem on such goods in Museat, 
Ms ONS 4H Mian ckre Th s (there are two) in Muscat to deliver 
so many guns and so many ammunition to so and so, either against 
payment hieve in Bushire or against payment in Muscat. 

‘The two agents in Muscat are— 


1. Mirza Hussein Isfahani, mentione 


2, Agha Aldurrahim-bin-Jaffer Bushiri, 


The o two agents in Muscat is, T hear, because these two men 
mako a speciality of different kinds of arms. For instance, the one is a better 
feller of Mausers than the other, and, vice versd, the oue is better of another make than 
the other, 

‘As far as 1 have been able to trace the first mention of the name of Abdul 
id.and Brother in the bank's books appears to be on the 2rd April, 1908, when 
a Abdul Hussein bought his first telegmphic transfer from us, on London, 
Haji Mohamed Hassan, on the other hand, bas been buying from us sterling drafts. on 
London ever since the 2nd Novernber, 1907. 

Tencloso the lists of the purchases of exchange of these two men. 
ARTHUR L, SIMPSON, 








































Lisr of Drafts and ‘Telegraphic Transfors bought from the Imperial Bank of Persia, 








































Bushire, by Mirza Abdul Hussein (in the 1 Abdul Majid, or Abdul Majid 
and Brother), and Haji Mohamed-bin-Hassan Abul Bus! 
SIO Rac ca On Laoag by A Pa Drafta on London by Haji Mobamed Hassan. 
1908— ‘ 1907— 
Bind Ay Se. 480 2nd November, on demand 
6th Ju 3000 0} 19th, : 
Tih 0 0] 28th Decomber, 
Sidi ily . 00 | 100s. 
12 & 0 0] 16th February, 
bth Octobor 00 nd April 
26rd Docomber | is oo] asm, 
25th 
1909— 27th June, 
2st February, se M000} 29th November, 
18th April Y Daa 2 190 0 0] 6th December, 
Bod May 15000 off 8th, & 
ith ri 
1909— 
17th January, 
Foy s 
hice months? date 
‘Porat. + se S15 [01N0 (Toate 








his tolegraphio transfer was payable to Gustav, Genschow, and Go., Akticagesellschaft, Hamburg. 
ther telegraphic transfers wero payable to Commers und Disconto Bank, Hamburg. a 
‘Tho German tiraa’s pay is only 60 tomans por month, equal about 180, per year—P. Z, C, 
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Translation of an Anonymous Letter addressed to the Customs Director, Bushire, press copy 
of which was anonymously aent to the Imperial Bank of Persia, Bushire, 


Bushire, May 31, 1909, 
For some time I have wanted to give you some information, but I presumed that 
your administration was fully aware of all sorts of occurrences. Even now I am sure 
{hat yon have full knowledge. What is the cause that you feign ignorance, since you 
fe steamers at your disposal and you draw a large salary from the Government 
which belongs to the poor nation? What can a respectable merchant do when persons 
smuggle goods from customs? If you know, why do you not stop it? And if you do 
not know I will now tell you, Haji Moslem, Zar Haji Mohamed Moheb,* Mohamed. 
Dashti, Zar Abdullah, Meshedi Ewaz, Azad Beg, Haji Mohamed Hassan, Haji Shaban 
Bazaz, are the persons who smuggle every month a large q antity. of tea, aniline dye, 
arms, &e., vii Koweit—some vit Tangistan to Ahmedi and Tangistan villages. May 
the national right (of bread you usurp) blind you! Keep a commissioner at Dalaki, 
between the Borasjoon and Khushab roads, and then you will seo what quantities 
of goods are smuggled without paying any duty. Even the agent of the Bombay 
Persian Steam Navigation Company. (Limited)} has gone into partnership with Sheikh 

sein ( Peder Sookhti"), of Chakooteh, and lands large quantities of goods, 

es for the Government. Why do you not also keep a man who 
must not be dishonet, provided the chiefs (how wivs ae ditreputable) en-oparto and 
not work as antagonists? Noor Mahomed Khan, of Dalaki, charges 1 toman per loud 
on all smuggled goods ; tea, 1 toman per ease ; rifles, 1 toman per gun, He has made 
‘a contract to that effect with Sheikh Hussein Chakooteh to pay and allow to pass free, 
Why do you not order these small steamers which are under your control to be 

stationed near Bubrein, to confiscate the smuggled articles for Tangistan and Koweit ¢ 
You unloyal to Government, be disgraced! You have acquired the samo habit as 
the dishonest Persian Mussulman officers, Merchants are ruined; revenues are lost. 
Look what is going on, What is the matter? Has the Empire been divided into 
various kingdoms? If you do not take steps, then I will know how to write 


about you. 
“ WELL-WISHER.” 


Extract from Statement of Haji Ewaz, Messrs. Ziegler's Native Agent, regarding 
connection of the German Mirza and Brother with Smuggling Trafic, dated May 16, 
1909, 


Haji Ewax said Seyyid Murteza and Haji Mohamed Hassan and Mirza Hussein 

had been in relations coricerning arms traffie for some time past. ‘Tho two lntter are in 

‘and they give the Seyyid 1 toman per gun imported and 1 toman for five 

‘The seyyid, on his part, was to get up a “shulugh” (riot) against the 

vy Gernian guns were confiscated by the customs, Seyyid Murteza also 

ructions to tribal chiefs like Rais Ali Tangistani,t of Dilwar, to'assiat in importa: 

tion of these arms. ‘The latter khan had two dhows, which often went to Muscat for 
the smuggling traflie, 


H. G. CHICK, 





this anonymous letter, the director of custome bas since approached me in regard 
ity in smuggling. T asked him to try and get some concrete nd then Write 
y. When the late agent of the company died; and I heard from His Majesty's vice-coneul that 
the present man was about to be appointed, I velegraphed on the 24th July, 1908,(*) to the Govermnent of 
Inia to beg that, if posible, the head office of the co Bombay might be advised to appoint another 
man. The company refused, however, to accept our advioe.—P. Z. C, 
$F, 1H, 3S). 





(*) Shiraz No. 19. 
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: only ono-twenticth of what he had spent on the Bani Turaf expedition last year, and he 
(27219) No: 228, Gould have no difficulty in paying it out of his last year’s reyenue or in aE as 


form of dates, rice, &c. It could, however, be secured, if nece 
at Nabr Hashim. 

6. In reply, I reminded him of his undertaking with regard to Karkhah 
irrigation, and said that if he was to produce a tangible scheme for Karkhab 
jrigation and make definite proposals on the subject, to the British Government, T had 
little doubt that the latter would assist him as promised. 

7. He then asked what steps he should take in order to commence an examination 
of the question with a view to early action. He suid that he was prepared to under- 
take the erection of a dam at Kut Nahr Hashim next year, and that he would ask the 
British Government for an engi ino the site in the cold weather und estimate 
the cost. He then asked me if I could 
with the pr 





y al work: 
Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) ry, on the canal works 


(No. 5. Commercial. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, June 27, 1909. 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 309, dated the 22nd June, 1909, addressed 
| to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, I have the honour to forward copies of the under- 
mentioned documents :— 


1. Teter from Lieutenant A. T, Wilson, commanding Indian oil guards at Ahwaz, 
to the Resident, No. 205, dated the 10th June. 
2, Report on the Karkhah River, with special reference to its suitability for 
imrigation, with maps.? By Lieutenant A. T. Wilson. 
es are also being sent to His Majesty’s Minister, Tehran, and to the Secretary 
‘oyernment of India in the Foreign Departinent. 
Thave, &c. 
P. Z, COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, Sc. 


































to the 











d me 
ously, 
iy 


fe ° 
8. 1am not yet sure how far the sheikh is in earnest, but his attitude has certainly 
changed since 1907, when he refused to permit Major M 
Hashim, on the ground that it was not safe, and that his gations would excite 
th Arabs, I think there is no probability of the latter viewing my. investigati 
unfavourably; as faras Lean judge local opinion is strongly in favour ot the dum bei 
built, and Twas cordially welcomed. At all events Lani sure that the sheikh was in 
earnest in asking me fo undertake a detailed examination of the site, in order to 
facilitate and expedite the work of the expert who would be subsequently. culled 
in to estimate and report, and I believe that he is really anxious to forward the 
schen 








































Inclosure 1 in No. 223, 








Lieutenant Wilson to Consul-General Cox. 





(No, 205.) 
Sin Ahwaz, June 10, 1909, 
1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith a report on the River Karkhah, with 
special reference to its suitability for i th maps." 
2, The conclusion whieh I a careful examination of the river in 
tho vieinity of Kut Nahr Hashim, and after full consideration of all available information 
‘ni the political and tribal aspeots of the question, is that the scheme, adumbrated 
kh Khazal for the reconstruction of a dam at Kut Nabr Hashim on the Karkhah 
sreseiits Ho practical difficulties, and is likely to be extremely remunerative. Tt will be 
collected that Sir W. Willeocks, on ion supplied to him by me in March, before 
Thad actually visited the river, expressed the same opinion, 
5, ‘The only serious political or tribal difficulties that seem likely to arise are those 
1 by the hostility of the BaniTuruf to any scheme of irrigation from 
ied out, will inevitably diminish the area of the marshes in 
a waters they utilise ‘extensively for the cultivation of rice, 
Sheikh Khazal, how though fully aware of this difficulty, and gi 
peshiaps more weight than scems to be justified by facts, has expressed to me his 













‘9, The sheikh’s suggestion, which accords with my personal inclinations, seems to 
bo good, and I bog to reoommend that I bo permitted to undertake a detailed 
examination of the Kut Nahr Hashim site as soon as possible, assisted by the two 
surveyors now working under mo on Abbadan Island, 

Such an exami I propose would include a large-scale map of the vicinity of 
Kut Nahr Hashim, levels, depth, site of rocks, old dams, &e., and a lange 
scale map of tho district, showing ald canils proposed to be reopened, with levels, both 
on the lines of Maj 

10, Such 
the greatest 
scheme and e 
oil guard 1 


















































investigation would occupy ine about three months, and would be of 
to any engineer who might be subsequently required to report on the 
imate the cost. As long as Lremain in Arabistan in charge of the Indian 
an undertake this task in addition to my other duties, in the sume way 

s at Mohammersh, on Abbadan Island, and elsewhere in South-West 



























































bolic! that, by a combination of threats and cajolery, and by offering the tribe land asin aug 

on the itn He he'will bo able’ to secure their consent, though it will perhaps be Tf, however, aa is not wun the guard be removed before I am able to complete 
given unwillingly, anqul might be depute :ane: loner forth 
Oy mite con touetion ofitad Warraces ab ieKOL GNaLRCETachiaN the enquiry, it might: b ‘y to depute ine for a month or two longer for the 





purpose 

11. I therefore beg to request that I may be permitted to undertake this investiga: 
tion as soon as possible, in such ways and by such means as I find practicable; and 1 
would further ask that when orders have been passed | may med by telegraph, 
in order that I may commence as soon as possible and complete the investigation before 
the beginning of the cold weather. nable the scheme to be examined during 
the ensuing winter by an expert and a decision arrived at by the spring of 1910, 

12. In an interview on the 11th instant Sheikh Khazal affirmed his desire to 
arrange for a British engineer to visit Kut Nahr Hashim this winter to prepare plans 
and estimates. 

Thave, &e. 


A. 'T. WILSON. 


near the site of two previous dams, and the clearing out of the old canals, which, 
il twenty-five years ago, were actually in use, and have been found in practice 
fective. ‘This barrage must be of brick and stone, and, in view of previous 
ileros! Sheikh Kluzal ruchiea the ‘nedeasity foe. ite eonstruttion by a Haropean 
expert. With the exception of the dam and headworks, however, he would require no 
European assistance, being fully capable of arranging for the cleaning out of the canals 
‘and the distribution of the water himself, as was done by his predecessor. 
5. On my returning from visiting the river on the 2nd June, 1909, I visited 
heikh Khazal and described to him what I had seen, and my views as to the practica- 
ty of the vations schemes, He seemed greatly interested, and, as regards the Sinn 
ul-Abbas scheme, said that, had he known "How eaaily it) could Ibe completed, he would 
have finished it long ago. As regards the Kut Nabr Hashim scheme, he said that if 
only the British would lend him 90,0002, he would undertake this scheme, spending, 
:, 20,0004, on it, and the rest on houses, pumps, forts, and other works which he had 
in contemplation, ‘The interest on this sum, say, 2;500/., was, hie said, a small thing, 








































































* Not reproduced. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 223. 


Report by Lieutenant A. T. Wilson on the Karkhah River, with special reference to its 
suitability for Frrigation: with Maps. 


Cow’ 
Pane (A).—Politieal and tribal consiforations— 


1, Extent of shuikh's exclusive rights and his undisputed boundaries 
Niram-es- 


ils scenne (X), 
anes 
fect of Shaur project on Karkliat 


Chief Sources of Information. 


Gonsular Dinvios, 1892-1909 (Mohammerah). 
jon Rey rsiann Gulf, 1890-1907, 
sand, 1840, 
Titenviow with Haj 1sth . 
Tuterviow w 1, 19th April, 2nd Juno, and 11th June, 1909. 
Despateh from to Major P. Z, Cox, C.LE,, dated March 1909, 
Notos on Shue and Shush, by Lieutenant A. 'T, as Day, 1908, 
Report on I Scheie, hy Major W. R. Morton, RE 
Notos on Karkhah and Kut Nahr Hashim, by Lieutenant A. 0, Wilson, 1st May 
to 2nd June, 190 ; 
Articles on Hawizeh and River Karkhah in Me, 
Gazetteer,” 


G. Lorimer's * Persian Gulf 


Pann (A.)—Ponrtean axp Trian Consiperations. 


1. Extent of Sheikh's exclusive Rights and his undisputed Boundaries, 


‘The jurisdiction of Sheikh Khazal over all Arabs in Arabistan who are Persian 
jects is now practically undisputed, and extends from near Pa-i-Pul above Shush 


us the Karkhah to Hawizeh, including the whole distriet under t of the latter 
‘o, aand from Ghuvaibah downwards both banks of the Karkhal. Bey 
‘arkhah roam nomad tribes, some lik i inally Persian 
idly to thesheikh, others sul 
Turkish subjects, but prac 
ish boundir 


Bini Turul 
‘and cultivay 

Hash constrict to utilise: the K. 
tnquostioned, and his been exercise autly during the hi 
dams at Kut Nahe H by wurious: valis of Hl 
iow be properly exere Sf ity for 
the re F the diste ver the same 
hy the 


hal for irrigation purposes is 
‘Whe three 
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imilar action was contemplated by him in 1908, though on this occasion the 
collection ofa force at Muzaffari was sufficient to bring the Bani Turuf to terms, Up. 
to twenty-five years ago the water of the Karkah was brought to within 4 miles of 
Aminivah, opposite Ahwaz by means of canals, which irrigated an aren of aboub 
000 acres. the whole district being admittedly inthe hands of Arabs tributary to 
Jabir, the father of the present The lands of Kut Nahr Hashim have 
occupied continuously for at least four generations by the predecessors of tho 
habitants. 


Summary, 


The sheikh exercises effective jurisdiction from the Karun to the Karkhah and the 
old bed of the Kurkhah, by virtue of his position as successor to Haji Jabiv as chief of 
the Chaab and Muh nd allied tribes. By virtue of his position of overlord of 
Havvizeh, which hh gradually from 1895 onwards, and formally in 1904, ho 
exervines effective jurisdiction over all Arabs who are Persian subjects in tho Hawizch 
. up to the Turco:Persian fron 
question as to whether he has an exclusive right to the Kut Nabr Hashim 
nds will now be examined, 


2, Nizam-es-Sultaneh’s Claims. 


Nizam-es-Sultanch was governor of Arabistan in 1889-90, 1894-5, and 1895-6, 
disinissed owing to his unsatisfactory action in the ‘Tanfield case. When 
ehran in 1895 (942) he found that concessions in Arabistan were obtainable for the 

, aud obtained a series of firmans giving him the lands at Deh Mulla on the 
Hindiyan River, on the Jarrahi and at Mashur, on the right (cast) bank of the Karun 
(Anafijah and), and at Kat Nahr Hashim, No copies, or even passably accurate 

bal summaries, of these farmans are available ; their contents are only known by the 
statements of Nizam-es-Sultaneh to Rais in Tehran in 1895, as teported Ly the 
‘The farmans respecting Deh Mulla and the Jarethi seem to, have be 
celled, and the sheikh’s rights there are undisputed ; that respecting: th 
said to have been rendered obsolete by a new furman obtained by 
Mizal through Haji Rais, acknowledging the rights of the Chaab thereto. Tt is 
r alleged that when the Nizam-esSultaneh obtained this farman, a farman con 
ng the tights of the Chaab was already in existence. | Non ns ro 
ile for inspection. At all events up'to his death, the rights of the Nizam-es- 
Saltanch to Mashur were not disputed, and the sheikh acted as his agent there, ‘The 
farman relating to Kut Nahr Hashim on the Karkhah has not been disputed, although 
there are grounds for thinking that it is in reality eancelled by the farman of 1901, in 
ersian Government acknowledyed that they had no right to wrant to others 
ging to Arabs on Abbadan Island, and on the left (and right) bank of the 
Karan without granting compensation to. the occupants; this point cannot. be fiuall 
settled until the f is produced.* On general grounds, lhowever, the farman, if 
seriously disputed, could not be upheld, for the rights of the Nizam-es-Sultaneh in Kut 
Aiea pease ay be held’ to have lipsed through lack of 
or took any fend his property from the Bani Turuf, nor 
mpted to develop it in amy way, On his death in 1907 his rights are stated to 
ve passed into the hands of his nephew and heir, Sardar Mukarram, who also 
sueceeded to the title of Nizam-es-Sulta 

is zum 500 fomans per or Kut Nahr Hashim and 500) tomans to 

nt, tho of fict it is admitted thut the due to Govern. 
went is 1,000 tomans . his: a der not to 
disturb the Arabs by ask 
tsSultauch purchased the land, 

‘These paym: re continued until the death 1, since wh mono) 
has been paid to Government or to the present ni r Mukarram), Sheikh 
Khazal states that he will never pay again to the Ih of course, he will 
Tesume the payment of mali essitate it ; he 


* It is in safe ke 


nthe ‘Turkish tank of the Shatt-al-Arab, The slave woman in 
ange has gove ata 
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Nahr Ha 


losses sus 


bringing up the question of these concess 
necessary to get them cancelled hims 


Summary, 


he late Nizam-es-Sultaneh’s claims are based upon a farman of doubtful legality, 
giving him rights in land whieh it was not in the power of the Persian Goverment. to 
ffivo-—a flict which has beon admitted as far as the left bank of the Karun and Abbadan 
fatand is concerned, which districts are on a precisely similar footing to the lands on the 
west bank of the Karkhah, His claims need not therefore be taken seriously, or 
considered to be a serious obstacle to the sheikh’s schemes. 


Biffect of Scheme on Inhabitants of Hawizeh District. 


‘The inhabitants of the Hawizeh district, governed formerly by a semi-independent 
Known as the wali, ng of the fixed population in and near 
oh town (5,000 sons) and the nowadie tribes commonly known as the Bani Turuf, 
itunbers are estimated at 60,250, ‘The former own no irrigated land, and in fact 
their water supply sol 1 known as Atabiyah, the head of which is 
in the hands of the Bant Turnf, tion works 
wore started at Kut Nahr Hashim, and might be, greatly improved if water was thereby 
Tod again to Havizeh, as was done some forty years ago on a small scale, : 
‘Mho Bani uruf ind tr I-to-do, and warlike; 
uiilise the water of the Karkhah extensively for the eul Frice, and would 
{ actively any serious diminution of their water supply, if they felt themselves 
strong enough to do At present, however, they are in the power of the sheikh, 
es at 
‘hoy are the most importa 
the Karim, and Sheikh Khazal, though 


ied by facts, and ther 
nie boklly: he i entlusiastie support of his subjects, who view the 
i Hashim sehen ly than any other, because the older generation 
remember the past fe ‘which were watered by Nahr 
Hashin system, bes 
‘he wain of iirigated land at Kut Nahr Hashim will be far greater than the loss 
Puruf district, where the greater part of the waters of the 
‘shes, Tt should not be impossible for the sheikh to grant 
av canal or elsewhere to the Bani Turuf, in order to com- 
‘nate them forthe reduction of the marsh water, ‘This step would also help to 
Fring the Bani ‘Tutu? into parts of Arabistan more accessible than their present 
imatahes, und assist the sheikh in his task of reducing this recalcitrant tribe to 
subi Some such action is, in fact, contemplated by the sheikh, who hopes, 
ifheercots a dam at Kut Nahe Hashim, to secure their co-operation, 


Summary. 


‘The Bani Turuf would be prejudicially affected by irrigation projects on the 
Karklutl, and would have to be compensated by the grant of laud on the new canal or 
clewhors. ‘The shoikh is nervous as to their attitude in the matter, and will do 


his best to satis! fair claims, rather than force them to have resort to arms. 


4. Attiqude of Persian Government. 


‘The Persian Government might perhaps claim the right to grant a concession 
on the Karkhah, as ithas virtuilly alleged its right to do on the Karun. 
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Tt is plain that such a claim would be wholly untenable, The Karun is opew to inter 
national traffic, and a diminution of its waters would involve questions with which the 
Central Government alone could deal. Nor has the Karun been utilised for irrigation 
during the last 500 vears. The Karkhab, on the other hand, is not navigable, ind has 
deen dammed at oné plice or another near Kut Nahr Hashim from ancient times more 
or less continuously till about 1884, when the most recently built dam broke, 
‘The only possible excuse that the Central Government could have for interferi 
in the matter would be in order to enforce the claims of the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, dealt 
ith above. Any such interference, however, in, view of the unjust nature of these 
dlaims, would probably be held to constitute an infringement of the sheitsh’s autonomous 
position, which we are pledged to safeguard, and would not be tolerated by the sheikh 
for a moment. 
























Sunmary. 





The Persian Government cannot legitimately or effectively interfere, 


5. Attitude of Turkish Government. 


‘The Turkish Government claim the Karkhah as the Perso-Turkish border, but their 
jurisdiction is not, and has never been, effective or in any way admitted by the 
inhabitants of the tract between the Karkhah and. Dawairij, ‘The Bani Lam and 
Khasrij certainly graze over the lands up to the west bunk of the Karkhali at certain 
times of the yeir, but so also do the Bani Turuf and allied tribes, and the Chanana 
who are admittedly Persian subjects 
Near Kut Nahr Hashim the w 
Saiyid Ali of the Bani Turuf, 
On the whole, the claims of the Turkish Government need not be taken seriously, 
as the boundary question is not likely to be pressed seriously by them for many years 
that the Karkhah is the boundary would probably be rejected 

















t bank is at present oceupied by the tribe of one 









by arbitrators. 


Summary, 





Tt is impro 
any way. 


able that the Turkish Government would attempt to interfere in 


Pare (B.)—Tue Karknan, 





north of Karmanshah and flows through Laristan, 
the greater part of which province it drains, From its source to Dizful is about 250 
miles, It forins the western limit of ellective Persian jurisdiction ereised by the 
governor of Arabistan and the sheikh of Mohammerah, Beyond it, within the hills, is 
the autonomous district, of Pnsht-i-Kuh, aud between it and the Dawai 
























virtually independent tribes such us the Bani Lam, Abdul Khan, and Khastij (nomtoally 
Turkish), and the Ci (nominally Persian), 
In the middleayes the Karkhah wasknown as the Dujail of Basinra, from an important, 





town which was then situated 1 





a short day's journey to the south of Shush. 

‘Though it drains a larger area than the Diz, the volumoof its waters is much sinaller, 
because Luristan west of the Diz has fewer suow-clad mountains than the Bakhtiari 
country, Ouly the northern slopes of the Kabir Kub, which is the main range, aro 
drained by the Karkhah, the southern slopes being drained by rivers debouching i 
Turkish Mesopotamia 














1. The Course of the Karkhah, 


its exit from the hills the Karkhah was formerly spauned by a bridge of 

ains still exist and are known as Pa-i-Pul, About 4 miles south of 

. Karkhah, which lie half-x-mile 

sh, the site of the ancient Susa, 

Aiwan-i-Karkliah was still in the tenth century 
‘AD. a small but populous to weekly market, 

‘The Karkhah after this runs south-south-east to a place due west of the point 
at which the Shaur joius the Diz; it runs south-west for 20 miles past Ghuraibah and 
Kut Nahr Hashim, 4 below which village it runs north-west above Hawizeh to 
the marshes in the possession of the Bani Turuf, 
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Six miles above Kut Nahr Hashim it breaks through a broad gap across the low 
range of sandstone hills known as Minyur, which run north-west from Ahwaz, and 
which give rise here, as at Ahwaz, to rapids. The ledges of rock over which the river 
here flows with a drop of about 5 feet are known as Sinn-ul-Abbas, and are not 
unlike those at Ahwaz, though on a smaller seale. This site is dealt with in some 
detail under “Irrigation Projects” below. 

‘At Kut Nabr Hashim the river breaks through another low range of hills, and 
hore again are rapids caused by the descent of the ri series of rocky ledges, 
the total full being about 5 feet in a mile, The remains of two stone dams erected 
upon these ledges are still to be seen. his site is also dealt with in detail under 
“Trrigation Projects, 

Four miles below Kut Nahr H river turns abruptly north-west.” At this 

he seen the ns of a dain built. of sti and stor i 
to prevent the river fi re 
‘This dim was destroyed in 1887, 
agoording to La ig its hed, but according to local report by the 
deliberate act of one Abu of the Shurfa tribe, who had been dismissed and 
od by Abd Ali Wali, of rom sun inspection o ite, the latter 
xplanation seems more probable than the former. once broken, the 
which was in flood at the time, reverted to the north 
was designed to block, and in the course of 
some 10 leet below the level of the old bed. 
once flowed into the K 
1, where it turns south 
‘accor old bed turn: 
Hawizeh, hore ix now no tr 
indicate that the first theor 
diverted fi 
hut low down a 
the Karun, and r 

At the western end of the Hawi ct, after flow 
and i Tully. reasse its w 
niume of Shyvaiy Shiitt-el-Ar iles below Quenah, 
longer clear, Int muddy and contaminated by the overflow from the marshes of the 
‘Vigris and Dawairij, 


Character of the Stream. 


At ity entrance into Arabistan the Karkhuh is broad and rapid stream of whitish 
eolour in qutuinn, but he: Jon, like the Diz, with reddish silt when in flood. Near 
Aiwiuel-Karkhal it is split’ into several branches by low islands. Further down 
continues to be broad, and islands and banks in mnid-stream remain frequent; at 
ulAblas the normal water level of the river Sut Nahr Has 
about 16 fect, below the level of the surronn It is fordable from June to 
Docomber nt frequent points between Kut Nahr Hashim and Pa-i-Pal, The locality of 
these fords shifts occasionally, but the flow of water is not abnormally rapid, and there 
is no reason to consider the fords dans Frequent rapids and lack of water in 
summor make the Karklah unsuited above Nalr Hashiin for navigation of any kind, 
Dut in the summer of 1841, when the stream was at its lowest, a steamer ascended the 
Shivaiyib section for a distance of 10 miles, ‘The waters of the Karkhah are celebrated 
in history for their purity, though for what reason it is hard to say. Being for the 
most part not snow-fed, its waters are several degrees warmer than those of the Karun, 
and apparently less pure, Parallel to the Karkhah, and taking its rise a few miles 
above Slush from springs which are probably fed by the Karkhab, runs the Shaur, a 
river of clear wator, whieh retains the s the year round, except for floods 
caused by local rain, Tt seems to send distributaries normally into the Karkhah, but 
whon the litter tops its banks it overflows into the Shaur, 


. Character of the Banks. 


‘Tho banks of the Karkhah from Buq'ab: ove Shush to Ghuraibal 

are wooded with tamarisk jungle aud small tre ined in places with dense brakes of 
cane reeds and willow, forming a belt several miles in breadth. ‘The lion and fallow 
deer formerly found here are now practi xtinct, but wild boar, hyena, and small 
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game abound ; wolves are not unknown, and herds of gazelle frequent the plai 
Hoth banks of the river. ath plains on 


4, Irrigation and Villages. 


The waters of the Karkhah above Shush are utilised for irrigation to some extent, 

and the canal, Harmushi, which takes off above Shush, nea Pa-i-Pal, supplies a 
considerable area with water. 3 

Near Shush are the remains of great eanals, down which were probably floated the 

fort palace of Susa, brought from the mountains of 

ian times a dam existed at Sinn-ul-Abbas, and within the last fow 

afamah, under orders from Sheikh Khazal, expended 9,000 tomans 

the latter in constructing a small canal from above Sinn-ul-Abbas to. the 

ground of Wasailah, a distance of about 3 miles, ‘The canal was almost finished, and 

only the dam across the branch of the Karkhah with which the canal connected 

ined to be built. Sheikh Khazal and 


Ke and stone dams, ‘The lower of 

built on a ledge of rock running from bank. to bank of the 

bly low in elevation, and appears ineapable of raising water to. a 

sufficient Height. Tt appears to have beon destroyed hy the river cutting round its 

eastern end. It is known as the Sadd Hlali, after the wali of Hawaizch, who 

constructed it, ‘The upper and 500 yards above the Sudd-i- 

jullah, is known as the Sad ariyah, having heen constructed in the reign 

of Nasirsud-Din Shah. Tt is described in greater detail under “ Irrigation Products?” 

below, Tt was made by Maula Nasrulla, wali of Hawaizoh, apparently about 1840, 

and was in use till about 1884, when it ‘was turned by the water, which out away 

the bank at its western end, leaving it high and dry.” Local report states that this 

i of the Bani ‘Tnruf, who stood on the bank ab 

hand and ent the bank, allowing the water to 

Nahr Hashim, but: profitable to the Bani Turuf 

ns’ of a mud fort said to have been built 

r 1 vhen governor of Arshistan, for the use of tho detachment of 
troops stationed th the protection of the dam, 

The dam 4 clow Kut Nabr Hashim, where the new and old beds diverge, 

mentioned. It is said to haye been built. by Abd Ali, fathor of 


nidations might, perhaps, be found below the surface, but this is not very 
1 it must be adinitted that this site is unfavournble fora stone dam, and 
mud, and stones, owing to the height to which water inusb 
le breadth ofthe stream here (300 yards from hank to 

nel, 140 yards), x 


Pann (C.)—Inmeation Prosuers, 


1, Sinn-ul-dbias. (Vide Part (B), 4, and rough plan.) 


” on plan) with a fall, at 

8 feet at low water, A branch of the 

fill of from 

Some 400 below “D” the whole river pent up at “CO” be Ghee ity 

gates, some 15 feet high and 30 yards broad, There this point traces of an old 

dam, pr assanian, Wi th cuts for water-mills and slu This dam supplied 

with, , al running in the same di nah's (a. v." on Sea 

ay Ceatting through the solid rock which Saiyid Nwamah found ready to 

The construction of a dam at “C," “ D- ” or —B" is 

but fess useful than one lower down at Kut Nahr Hashim, whe 

all'eut and ouly need clearing out. 


ly practicable, 
Is, &e., are 
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completion of a dam of stone, or of sticks and mud, at “B,” in order to feed 
Saiyid Nevamah’s exnal, s, however, not only practicable, but in every way desirable, 
Tha site presents no technical diiulties, and only a small portion of the Karlkhab 
Water would be utilised, so little as not to affect the Bani Turuf in any way. ‘The land 
Viveh it would bring under cultivation would support a population of several thousand, 
hind greatly strengthen the sheikh’s hand when he desired to commence operations at 
Kut Nahr Hashi w miles dist al is almost finished, and only needs to 
be repaired and perhaps enlarged to be of use at once, It could subsequently be 
greatly extended. [think that’ this. scheme should be brought to the sheikh’s notice 
by us'on the ground that its adoption’ sreatly strengthen his position at Kut 
Nal Hashim, whether as regards the N Sultaneh’s claims or as regards the 
Bani Turut. 

[Note—The slivikh bas since told me that, in view of what I have told him, he 

x6 to proceed with this scheme at once—A. ‘T. W.] 


The 





































propo 


2. Kut Nahr Hashim, 


Jedge across the river at “X" 





Scheme X.—A. brick or stone dam on the rock: : 
On ee vith, w canal dependent thereon carrying the water into the old Nabr 
Hashiin andthe old channels may be considered by experts to be more advantageous 
Ceara iam lower down, ‘The course of the river is fairly straight at this point, and 
Teena tial of the present ledge seems good. Height of top of bank from normal 
water Krewhore is about 16 fect. . 
Dratone dam in the vieinity of either of the old dams, with 
rater to the old canal that once flowed under the bridge 
of tho river at Kut Nahr Hashim is probably rock 
» with sand, and it should not be hard to find a good sit 
yards gap in the middle, and 




























Y. 
the object of supply 
at Phe whole botte 

and the 
Fide marked “8 is continuous, except for the 3 


dry a he summer and aut 
He ae ye ih it ied te the Hawaizch, not Kut Nahr Has 


iis, nm daw Ait he constructed at 2" on », in order to divert the Karkhah 
we rete ig old. bed towards Hiawaish, Fam the old bed anal could be 
‘constructed towards Kuraishan and Jajariyah on the Karun, ‘ 

‘As there seems to be no rock ne he surface at this point, the m might have to 
be built of sticks and stones and mud in b fasi unless hi illed Europes 
v invoked for the truction of a solid dam without rock fe undation, 
however, that the sheikh would desire to benefit Hawaizeh 
be assumed that this scheme is unsuitable. 



























































8. Generdl Remarks. 





pat, oxcluding the minor 
seriously be considered involve 





Tk wile soe ftom he fore 
Sinnaule Abbas, the only schemes: th “ d 
Sinveedion of adam At some point near Kut Nahr Hashim, to feed the old canal 
yatom, which conamiences by the entting at “P” through the spur on which the 
villaye il by a brick bridge, . 

A Sunination would be necessry: before an 




















reliable data for 





such 





ss of certain important fuetors are given concisely below :— 


nth to one-eighth that of Karan, 
yer honk, 








Normal rate of 





Hout of a 3 a0 yards 
er ba nk Tie 00 de 
rane bottom at Kut Nahr Hashiny. itly hard sandstone rock as at Ahwaz, 





Terhaje rater harer 
soft auvial sll Iying upon rock. 
1S to ls ft 

ree to 





seat love 





1000 weres, 





From Part B (4) it will be seen that the previous dams made of brick and 
hie Arabs both broke before long, in all. probability because they were 

iuently unfit to stand the strain of abiormal floods: The moral seems to be 
Te vnint make effective stone dams, that European assistance is necessary if 















that Ara 
















the dam is to be permanent, and that the dam must be provided with sluiee gates or 
cher means to permit flood-water to be dealt with safely. 

Snch a dam once provided by European assistance, the sheilh himself could arrange 
for the necessary work on the eanals, which would simply consist of clearing out the old 
channels, which for half a contury at least were in use and of proved suitability. 
‘Whether a permanent European staff at the canal head would be necessary is a point 
which could be decided later. 

‘ate, I should say that 10,0001, to 15,000/, should be ample 
for the dam, if built for the sheikh with his assistance, and he himself has estimated the 

ring out the old at 3,001, As it has been proved by the evidence of 
the old canals in use twenty-five years ago, and by local testimony, that, an area 
15 miles long and about 5 miles wide was irrigated, more or less completely, at one 
time or another, by Nahr Hashim, it seems that at, least 250,000 acres would be 
irrigated by canals dependent on the proposed dam, giving a far greater profit than the 
Karun irrigation project. 























4. Effect of Shaur Project on Karkhah Irrigation Scheme. 





a dam 





‘The sheikh has actually commenced and gone some way towards completir 














on the Shaur below Khairabad caleulated to water about 5,000 acres, The work is in 
change of Saiyid Na’amah, who was also responsible for the Sinn-ul-Abbas project 
mentioned above, ‘The dam in this case is of sticks and mud and stones, Tks effet: on 





the Karkhah scheme is chiefly moral. Tt has aroused kyon interest in irrigation projects 
among the Arabs, showing them that Sheikh Khazal is tuning his attention to, such 
rojects. _ It also is of value in that it involves'the establishment ofa settled population 
‘district hitherto inhabited only by nomads little under the control of ‘Ne shih, 
If it succeeds, as will probably be ‘the caso, it will also afford encouragement to the 
shcikh and to his subjects west of Karun, who have had little experience recently of 
irrigation projects. A more detailed account of this project will form the subject of a 
suparate report, it is hoped, next month, 
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Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 
(No, 425.) 

Sir, St. Petershurgh, July 8, 1909. 
HAVING received your telegrams Nos. 801 and 804 of the Ist instant, I called on 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the following day, and made a further ellort to 
1 for the dispatch of troops to Kasvin, It was, however, 
of our oF ‘sation that. M, Isvolsky’s mind was already 
i telegrams fi ian chargé Walaires in ‘Tehran, 
1 tho capital numbered only 
. ¥y propaginda and not to be 
relied upon, ML Sabline had pointed out that the Shah might probably take r¢ 
i i in the event of the Bakhtiaris 
» the most that the brigade could accomplish was 
they would not be equal to maintaining order in 




















and th 
to i 
the town, 

M. wecordingly asked that. the troops should be sent, and ML Isvolsk 
was also daily receiving telegrams from Russian institutions and private sul sebiih 
established in Persia, complaining of the luck of protection, and unging that steps 
should be taken to provid he Russian Bank, in particular, was pressing for an 

defended by ten men drawn from a total of thinty- 
all told, who composed the Russian Legation guard, Moreover, the 
nice Minister, as M. Isvolsky gave me to understand, was. a 
commercial enterprises in Persia must either be sufliciently 
up, and the Minister for Koreign Aflairs was being severely er 
in other quarters for not haying taken the necessary steps soone 

Under these ciroumstances, 1 was unable to influence his Execllency by 
before hiim the calmer view of the situation taken by Sir G. Barclay, He said he must 
be quided in this matter by the reports of the Russian local agents. 1 asked whether 
M. Sabline had definitely reported that there was a danger of general massacre and 
pillage, for [had not noticed such a statement in the extracts from the Russian chargé 
ra 2N 












it 
adequate guard ; at that time it ws 









ing that Russian 
uarded or else wound 
ised in the pross and 
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affaires’ telegrams which had been read to me, M. Isvolsky replied certainly, he had 
#0 reported. I put it to his Excellenoy whether the dispatch of a Russian expedition 
might, not provoke the very violence which was apprehended, suggesting as a sort of 
nalogy that when a man wag in the hands of brigands it was not sual « good thing 














to send troops after him. ‘This consideration did not seem to cause his Excellency any 
real concern, He said that, on the contiary, he believed the knowledge of the 










impending arrival of a Russian force would have a deterrent effect; and he also 
remarked that the Russian troops might arrive too late, but in any case the excesses 
which were apprehended on the entry of the Bakhtiaris into Tehran would not be 
allowed to continue indefinitely. 

From the latter r 








a treasure a 
more than o1 





1 with the road from Enzeli 
ed that owing to the disturbed conditions recently prevailing the 
used to yield any returns, 

observations of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, whieh I have reported above, 
refbr mainly to the immediate consequences whieh the dispatch of a Russian force might 
Hiave on tho situation at Tehran! Tales rged_on his Excelleney the considerations 
set forth in your telegram No, 801 as to the risk of ulterior complications involved 
by any military action on the part of Russia which had the effect of supporting the 
Shah. M, Isvolsky's reply was, generally, to the effect that while such action might 
have inconvenient results, the disappearance of the Shab, on the other hand, would be 
followed by a condition ‘of anarel h would certainly compel Russia to intervene 
on a large wealo, I need not, however, report his remarks on this point at any length 
here, as I have recapitulated his views on the whole question of non-intervention in 
Porsin very fully in a soparate despatch of to-day’s date, 









































ave, Ke, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 





(27018) No. 225, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No, 426.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, July 8, 1909. 

IN iny itnmediately preceding despatch, have had the honour to report the substance 
of a conversation which Thad with the Ministe n Aifairs on the 2ud instant, 
rogarding the proposed despatch of a Russian force to Kasvin. By a letter which 
tached ime on the following morning, 3rd July, and of which a 
M, Igvolsky informed ine that it decided at a Council of Mi 
‘after our Conversation to senda i 
hatte llery to Ei 

























Legation at Tohran, 
Excellency added that the officer 
the expedition would be given categorical instructions to abstain fron 
in the internal struggle proceeding in Persia, and to confine h 
intorests, 

On the sume morning, T received a copy of yo 
ir G. Barclay, stating that you had suggested 
two representatives in ‘Tehran might co-operate in 
forees threatening the capital that the only way to avoid foreign intervention was to 
restore order, [ called on M, Isvolsky, and spoke to him of your suggestion, and knowing 
that the possible dethrouement of the Shah was i, cou igency which his Excellency 
viewed with the greatest apprehension and dislike, I urged that the best ehance 
of averting it lay ih his suthorizing M. Sabline to inform the popular leaders that the 
Russian expedition would be stayed if they listened to the connsels of the two repre: 
sentatives, I argued that if the leaders believed the Russian troops would 
advance in any case, they had no inducement to refrain from taking extreme measures 
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m, No. 325 of the 2nd July. 
issian Ambassador that. the 
zing upon the leaders of the 
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with the Shah, but that the hope of the expedition being stayed would sorve as a 
werful argument with them which might save Mohammed Ali's throne. 

M, Isvolsky promised to telegraph at once to M. Sabline on the subject of your 
suggestion as to empowering him to hold out hopes to the popular leaders that’ the 
Russian expedition would on certain conditions be stayed, his Excellency said that he 
could not decide without consulting the other Ministers, That evening he wrote to 
inform me of the instructions sent to M. Sabline, which were of a non-committal 
character, The Russian chargé d’aflaires was to consult with Sin G. 
report whether, having regard to local conditions, the proposed medi 
prospect of preventing the Bakhtiaris and fedais from entering Tehran. ‘The next day. 
the 4th July, the Minister for Foreign Affairs heard from M. Sablino that. the two 
representatives had sent legation officials to negotiate with the leaders of the forces 

‘ehran, and that they were using the dispatch of Russian troops as a menace 
in case their advice was not listened to, His Excellency thereupon stated to mo that 
he could not countermand the embarkation of troops unless he was quite sure that these 

ns would uuccessful; but he thought that the troops would not be 

for embarkation for about four days, so that there should be sufficient, time for 

the intentions and dispositions of the leiders to become clear, At this time there still 

appearel to be a possibility that the Russian Goverment might. be induced to suspend 

the doparturelof the expeditions litthe newa received: here a ig the following days 

was to the effect that the leaders of the forces hostile to the Shah had shown themselves 

tractable, and it became plainly useless for me to make any further suggestions to 
the Minister for Foreign Afairs as to delaying despatch of tro9} 


T have, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 
Inelosure in No, 225. 
M, Isvolsky to Mr, O'Beirne. 


Mon cher Mr. O'Beirne, Suint-Pétersbourg, le 14) juin (2 juillet), 1909. 

JE mempresse de vous informer que le conseil a décidé que notre politique en 
Perse continue & étre basée sur le principe de la non-intervention absolue dans la lutte 
entre le Schab et son peuple, quelle que soit Vissue de cette lutte. 

Mais, en méme temps, le conseil a dd considérer que entrée des Bakhtiavis et des 
fédais de Kazvin & Téhéran pourra exposer au plus grand péril les Iégations, les entre- 
Prises, et les sujets russes et dtrangers, aussi bien que notre route Enzeli~Téhéran, 
dautant plus que, d'aprés nos renseignements, la seule troupe persane organisée—clest~ 
Aire la brigade de Chanques--ost évidemmen affable et pourra diffcilement: maintenir 
Yordre A Téhéran, ‘Tout cela nous impose Vobligation morale de prendre toutes les 
mesures en notre por pour que les institutions et les sujets susindiqués puissent 
ecevoir une protection effective et pour que les communications entre ‘Téhéran et 
Enzeli restent libres en toute occurrence, 

Dans co but il a été décidé d'envoyer immédiatement & Enveli un ddtachement 
composé d'un régiment de Cosaques, din bataillon d'infanterie, et d'une batterie, Co 
détachement ne se portera pas au deli de Kazvin et veillera’d l'établissement d'une 
libre communication entre ce point et Ia mer, Son mouvement ultérieur dépendra du 
cours des événements et ne pourra avoir liew que sur ordre de la Légation Tmpériale & 
Téhéran, en cas de grave péril dans le sens susindiqué, 

Le chef de détachement sera muni d'instructions catégoriques & I'effet que nos 
troupes auront pour but exclusit de protéger les Iégations, les entreprises, ot les sujots 
tusses et étrangers, sans immixtion aucune dans les luttes politiques en Perse ou dans 
les affaires intérieures persanes. 

Je viens de télégraphier ce qui préctde au Comte Benckendorif, 

Votre sinctrement dévoué, 


ISVOLSKY, 
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(27019) No. 226. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 
(No. 427. Confidential.) 

Si St. Petersburgh, July 8, 1909. 
IN the course of conversations which I have had with M, Isvolsky during the past 
fow days regarding affuirs in Persia, I have occasionally pressed upon his Excelleney, in 
accordance with your instructions, the views of His Majesty's Government as to the 
iinportanee of reflaining, as fiw as possible, from interference in the internal affairs of 
that country, urging particularly that any military action on the part of Russia which 
had the effect of affording support to the Shah would infallibly provoke against herself 
the violent hostility of the Persians, that. she might: thus be compelled to increase her 
forces in Persia indefinitely, and that she might eventually find herself in the position 
of maintaining Mohammed Ali on his throne by force of arms against the united 
opposition of the Persian people, 

(On these occasions the Foreign Affairs has in the first place alway 
omphatically disclaimed any thought of giving military assistance to the Shah in the 
present strigle, and in regard to the reeent despateh of troops to Enzali and Kasvin, 
his Excellency has repeatedly said that the sole object of the Russian expedition was 
the protection of Russian and other foreign lives and interests. There can, indeed, L 
be not much doubt that the security of foreign interests was the consideration 
lust, resort. immediately determined the dispatch of ths expedition, Tn 
ction with this point, however, I cannot but recall the tet that when I spoke to 
vonow on the 30th ultimo, at a time when the dispatch of a Russian force was 
‘noted, the acting Minister for Foreign Affiirs laid a good deal of stress on the 
obligation resting on the two Powers to support Mohammed Ali, and the same 
lea was emphasised ina telegram from M, Sabline which M. Sazonow allowed me to 


















































aiming any thought of armed intervention on the Shah's behalf, the 

n Atfhirs has usually proceeded to discuss the general question of 
ence in Persian internal affairs in terms which disclose, f think, a consider 
io between his way of looking at the matter and the point of view of His 

ment. M, Isvolsky is accustomed to use two main lines of argument, 
i the evident drift is that England and Russia might safely and with advantage 
havo afforded the Shah a more active kind of eupport than has been the case. In the 
first plico he denies that there exists in Persia any genuine national movement against 

































tho present ruler. Who, he asks, are the men who are at. the present moment 
th ‘Tehran? Nomad tribesmen and Caucasian revolutionaries. ‘The real 
Porsian people ho regards gnorant herd, who ask only to be protected 











rainst_ exe dso far from being’ fired with any 


‘ar notion of what the term means, 
seareely borne out 
J that the part 
played in the pol nt by the capital itself, and by Meshed, Tabreez, Resht, 
Tspahan and oth i seems to show that the struggle with Mohan 
national one. ML, Isvolsky, however, refuses to consider the enjumens of! 
provincial towns as ar 
proceedings have nothi 
Not unnitt 

reports 0 likely to 
xoxind the popular lenders with much sympathy or respect. However that may be, 


M, Isvolsky himselt i 8 of Persin for repre- 
sentative 
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Tine of argument, and one which lie uses with a great 
any action which aflords the Shah support may involve 
plications; the disappearance of the Shab, on the other hand, 
i certainty, that Russia would be compelled 
to intervene on n large scale, as Mohammed Ali reigns, he argues, we have 
‘ab Teast « central constituted authority, however weak and shaken, around which to 
attempt to build up a settled order of things. But if the Shah fell we should be faced 

y 1 condition of anarchy; we should have to deal with marauders like the Bakhtiaris 
and wild revolutionaries Tike the fedais, and th ndeed, become necessary for 
Russia to ti ary measures for the protection of her interests, 
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Thave more than onee asked his Excellency why it should not be feasible in such a 
contingency to confine ourselves strictly to protecting the lives and property of 
foreigners, and wait till the internal confusion in Persia righted itself Russia would 
then, I have said, at any rate not be concentrating against herself the hatred of the 
Persians. In strengthening her legation guards, for instance, to the necessary extent 
she would be exercising her unquestionable right to safeguard the interests of her 
nationals and of other foreigners in Tehran, His Exeellenoy retorts that that would bo 
well enough if there was any practical prospect that affairs would right. themselves, 
But he says that he sees no man likely to step into the Shah's place who would be 
capable of restoring order, and he particularly presses me to explain what is meant by a 
remark which oceurs in your telegram No. 801, and which I have used in speaking. to 
him, to the effect that whatever took the place of the present régime would probably 
ave the way for better things. When speaking of the want of a strong man in Persia, 
HE Tovoleky has ones or twiee touched on the fosibittin sosantel ele tra erent 
Zi-es-Sultan, but his references to that Prince have soomed voshow that Russia rotation 
her old dislike of the Zil, and he has remarked that if His Highness ever camo to power, 
as Regent or otherwise, he would commence operations by cutting the throats of all the 
most eminent constitutionalist leaders in the country 
The logical inference from: M. Isvolsky’s arguments, which I have here briefly 
summarised, would be that England and Russia ought to have guaranteed Mohammed 
throne, and given him the military support necessary to maintain his authority 
effectively ; and I believe that this is the course which the Minister for Foreign Alaina, 
notwithstanding his anxiety to avoid buing drawn into military oporations of any 
magnitude in Persia, would have: boon guckned. te pursue had it not been for the 
training influence of His Majesty's Government. He has reftained from active 
intervention of this kind on behalf of the Shah out of a strong desire to continuo to 
co-operate with Great Britain, But he does not admit, that it is, possible to allow the 
disturbed conditions now prevailing in Northern Porsia to last indefinitely, involving as 
they, do immense losses to Russian trade. ‘The essential thing in his’ Excelleney's 
opinion is to arrive at the re-establishment of order; and expect that he will 


endeavour to use the presence of the Russian troops in Persia as a means of exerting 


pressure on whatever Persian Government: emerges from the prosent crisis, so as 19 
'mpose the adoption of any measures which may appeat likely to bring about « cessation 
of disturbance and anarchy. ‘That pressure of the sort indleated would not be sbrictl 
consistent with the principle of non-Intervention is a consideration by which M, Tavolskey 
would hardly, I think, allow himself to be hampered, 
Thavo, &o. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





(27025) No. 227, 


yo. guy MP O°BAme to Sir Kaward Grey.— (Received July 10.) 
0, 434, 
Sin, St, Petersburgh, July 15, 1909, 

AFFAIRS in Persia have been much discussed in’ the press hero during the last 
few days, and there has been great divergeney in the views expressed by the various 
ewspapers on the subject of the policy of the Russian Government in dispatching fresh 
forces to Persi 

The “ Novoe Vremya” thinks it possible that the Persian revolutionaries have beon 
encotiraged rather than otherwise by the inefficient force proviously sent by Russia, and 
has strongly urged in consequence the prompt advance of an expedition to ‘Tehran 
to save the lives and property of foreigners, the responsibility for which Russia has 
taken upon herself exclusively, ‘The “Rus” on the other hand, has urged that 
Russian troops should be immediately withdrawn from Persian territory, where there is 
no need for them, as there is no danger to foreiguers if only Russia ceases to uct us the 
Shah's gendarme. ‘The “Slovo” finds that the prospect of the necessity of inter. 
ference is considerably less after the receipt of the news of the correct attitude of 
Fersian insurgents towards foreigners at Tehran, and desires that every opportunity 
should be taken advantage of for the purpose of withdrawing the Russiin troops 
4s soon as possible. 

-ytonlay’s edition of the Russ" calls serious attention to the report that Colonel 

Liakhoff liad hoisted the Russian flag over the house in which he had taken up a 


i with his Cossacks, and states that the insurgents threaten to fire upon the 
(1663) i) 
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house in question, notwithstanding the Russian flag, in order to reach the Cossacks, 
The writer adds that Colonel Liakhoff is in the servieo of Persia and has no right 
to use the Russian flag. The “ Slovo” to-day strongly deprecates anything like further 
interference in the Persian civil war on the part of Russia, and strongly condemns the 
“Novoe Vremya” for advising Russia to take the matter into her hands at Tehran and 
to send troops there If Russian diploinacy were to follow such advice the results 
would be serious, It adds that the chiefs of the revolutionary movement have evidently 
taken measures to prevent pillage. 

‘The “Bourse Gazette,” in referring to the news of attempts to boycott Russian 
goods, &e., in Tabreez, points out the necessity of avoiding all further cause for 
ill-feeling against Russia on the part of the Persian people, and, paraphrasing the 
fimous observation of Bismarck in regard to the Balkan Peninsula, says, “'The whole of 
the Iranian Peninsula is not worth the bones of a single Russian rifleman,” 

The *Novoe Vremya” to-day, in a leading article, contends that Russian troops 
have been sent too Inte, Russia, it says, procrastinated in coming to a decision, and 
‘Tehran is already in the power of the undisciplined hordes of the sipal 

Th tho # Retch” there is an account of an interview with “an authority on Persian 
matters.” He says that there is no seeret design in the action of the Bukhtiaris, whose 
object is simply to estublish the Constitution, ‘They will take uo more assurances from 
EIST alta a peeion ar nly LU ae ool eona a attempt is contem- 
plated against his life, The leaders of the two forces that have entered Tehran are 
intelligent popular men, with a European education, All reports of attacks on 
foreigners and of looting are lies. One of the two forces—the Bakhtiaris—occupied 
Tpalian, where there is a large number of foreigners, for over five months, and the 
other force was for eight or nine months at Resht, and no cases of violeuce on the part 
of soldiors towards Europeans occurred, ‘The personage categorically asserts that the 
Persians have no. hostility towards foreigners, especially not towards Russians. 
steps aro being taken to introduce tranquillity. ‘The Ulemas have been ordered to do 
nothing against the Russians. ‘The central Persian Andjuman at Constantinople sent 
wletter to the sipabdar and Sirdar Assad approving of thei not to allow the 
boycott of Russian goods, and to show the Russians theirfriendship, ‘The person inter 

if the Russians do not care to take this into account. then let the 
themselves to the last man, and posterity will decide who 
at of order in Persia, fave themselves 
to blame if anything untoward occurs, Pe: 
of the Russian authorities. The Persians will not touch the Russians, and they have 
nothing, I guarantee to you, against the officers, instructors or Cossacks of the brigade, 
ut they will, of courso, defend themselves,” 
onage concludes by remarking, “If the Shah takes refuge in one of the 
Legations he will thereby only further his abdication. Ido uot believe in a change of 
ase of the Shali’s abdication I believe his successor will be his 
yof two or three persons—probably. the 
Bakhtiari leader, Sipahdar, Zil-es-Sultan and Nasr-ul-Mulk. Loonsider this combination 
will be the most’ acceptable to Persia.” 
T have, &e, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





(27026) No. 228. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 19.) 


(No. 


t. Petersburgh, July 15, 1909. 
I HAD the honour yesterday to receive your telegram No, 889 of the provious 
day, informing me of a conversation which you’ had had with the Russian Ambassador, 
in which you had referred to the reported embarcation of an additional Russian force 
at Baku, and had explained the objections which you saw to au increase of the number 
of Russian troops im Persia, You had also referred to a disposition shown by 
M. Sablino, as reported by Sir G. Barclay, to summon the Russian cavalry from 
fo Mehran and you had expressed the opinion that there seemed to. be no 
necessity for doing so. 
Tcalled on the Minister for Foreign Affairs in the course of the day and he stated 
that he was not yet in. possession of the complete decypher of Count Benckendoril’s 
telegram reporting their conversation, I accordingly gave his Excelleney the gist of 
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your telegram to me. M. Isvolsky said that it was quite untrue that any troops had 
teen cuiturked at Baku’ beyord the number ‘originally Axed, of which His Majesty's 
Government had been informed. There was no intention of increasing the force. 
Possibly preparations might have been made at Baku to provide a sort of reserve for 
the expeditionary foree in case of necessity. Isaid that since that was so your remarks 
to Count Benckendorff had been made under a misapprehension, 

M, Isvolsky further stated once more that the Russian troops would not proceed 
from Kasvin to’Tehran unless M, Sabline declared that foreign lives and property were 
in peril, M. Sabline had not expressed such an opinion. On the contrary, M, Isvolsky 
read mea telegram from the Russian chargé d'affaires reporting that the situation in 
Tehran was not alarming, and that an official of the Russian Legation had had an 
interview with the leaders of the popular forces who had stated that they would be 
answerable for the security of foreign residents and also of the Russian officers and 
their families. M, Tsvolsky agreed with me that this telegram was very reassuring 
“gs far as it went.” He proceeded to state very positively that even should M. Sabline 
-be compelled to summon troops to Tehran they would not be used to lend assistance to 
the Shah, but simply and solely to protect foreign interests, I pointed ont that the 
arrival of a Russian foree in the capital would probably have the effect of aiding the 
Shab, although that was not the intention of the Russian Government. 

Thave, &e, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





No, 229, 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 19.) 
, 5415.) 
‘Therapia, July 14, 1909. 
h were yesterday made 
res and myself on the subject of the interference of this 
Persian affairs. 
see that these communications, while not being identic, are drawn up in 
similar teru 

‘The subject will be discussed after Rifaat Pasha has had an opportunity of bringing 
the matter before the Council of Ministers. 

In the reference to the Anglo-Russian Convention, I consider it advisable to adhere 
to the exact wording in the use of the words “respecter Pintégrité et Vindépendance de 
Ja Perse,” while my Russian colleague deemed it desirable to make use of the moro 
elastic expression, ‘s'étant engagés au respect de V'intégrité.” 

Thave sent copies of these communications to Sir G, Barclay, 

Thaye, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER, 


Tnelosure in No, 229, 
Pro-memorid No. 1. 


LES informations parvenant aux Cabinets de Saint-Pétersbounr et de Londres 
concordent & représenter la situation eréée dans la région d’Ourmia comme de jour en 
jour plus inquiétante. Le nombre des troupes turques y augmente constamment ; elles 
endent ala faveur du ddsorde de plus en plus ta sphere de leur ceoupation sur des 
territoires appartenant savs contestation A la Perse, y englobant une localité apres 
Tautre jusqu’au Lae d’Ourmia; terrorisant In population au moyen des Kurdes, elles 
réduisent celle-ci & prendre la nationalité ottomane, A Dilman Ie consul de Turquie 
totam dernirement une lutte armée avee des Nationalists persans, ls eontraignant do 
se réfiugier & Tabriz, et se proclamant Inieméme gouverneur de Diliman, 

La série des faits énumérés ci-dessus et d'autres analogues ne permet point de 
douter que les agents et officiers tures n'agissent duprés les ordres et'avee l'approbation 
de leur Gouvernement, La contradiction entre cette manidre dagir sur place et les 
assurances si fréquemment réitérées de la Sublime Porte elle-méme et de ses Ambassa- 
deurs & Saint-Pétersbourg et Londres au sujet du désintéressement du Gouvernement: 
ottoman par rapport A la Perse, aussi bien quentre le nombre ne cessant de grossit dew 
troupes turques en territoire persan et les chiffres minimes jusqu’a l'invraisemblance que 
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leur assignent les déclarations officielles de Ja Sublime Porte stant flagrante, les 


Gouvernements de Sa Majesté le Roi d’Angleterre, s'étant engagés au respect de * 


Vintégrité de la Perse, sont davis qu'un pareil état de choses ne saurait se prolonger 
sans les plus graves inconvénients, j 

En yue d’y mettre un terme, le Gouvernement Impérial russe, sétant concerté 
ce sujet avec le Gouvernement britannique, a donné & son représentant & Constantinople 
Vinstruction diinsister formellement pour que les agents consulaires ainsi que les 
commandants de troupes. tures regoivent Vordre eatégorique de sabstenir désormais de 
toutes ingérenees et pressions illieites, soit directes, soit par lintermédiaire d'auxilinires 
Jeunes et que cet ordre soit exéeuté; que Venyoi de renforts de troupes ottomanes en 
territvire porsan soit suspendu et que celles qui se trouvent actuellement dans la région 
@Ourmia soient graduellement retirées, conformément aux assurances antérieures de In 
Sublime Porte, 


Pro-memorid No, 2. 


Diapris les informations parvenant au Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique 
Jo nombre des troupes turques dans la région d’Ourmia aurait été dernitrement 
considérablement augments et elles occuperaient des villages dans le territoire persan 
jusquiau lac, La violence des Kurdes agissant de toute évidence & Vinstigati 
dos agents consulsires tures est citée comme un prétexte pour réduire la popul 
prendio la nationalité ottomane afin de se garantir contre les agi de ces tribus, 
A Dilman le consul ture tout récemment entama une lutte armée avec les 
Nationalistes persans et les chassa,jnsqu’h Tabriz 
Ces incidents et d'autres pareils ne laissout pas en doute le fait que les agents et 
officions tures agissent, sous les ordves de leur Gonyei vu les engagements pris 
Majesté le Roi d’'Angloterre et Sa Majesté !'Empereur de Russie de respecter 
6 ot Vindépendance de la Perse, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté britannique 
re quinn pareil état de choses ne swurait se prolonger sans les plus graves 
onyénients, 
Le Gouvernoment de Sa Majesté britannique aime & espérer que le Gouvernement 
ottoman enverra des iques ses agents consulaires de sabstenir de 
e ct pression illégale dans es affaires persanes et de ne plus accorder la 
ulité turque A Ia population dans les régions en question, et en exigers In stricto 
observation, 
Le Gouvernement, de Sa Majesté britannique exp 
8¢ reuudra d cotte figon de voir, vu les asstirances réit 
ait pas Vintention de si 


ir que Ia Subl 
du Gouvernement ture quill 
persines, ef que les troupes 


mpériales seront graduellement retires de tout territoire imcontestablement persan dans ” 


Jeqiicl elles so trouvent-aotuelloment, 





(27098) No. 230. 


Sir G, Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 
0, O51.) 
July 14, 1909, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 239 of yesterday the honour to 
transmit fo you herewith copy of the letter which was addressed to me by Ahmed Riza, 
tho president of the Chamber, on the subject of “the intervention of the Russian 
ment and His Majesty’s Government in the internal affairs of Persia,” which he 
tunate interpretation in this country 
ave contented myself with sending him a simple acknowledgment of his com- 
munication, which [shall take an early opportunity of bringing to the uotice of the 
Minister for Foreign Affair, 
Thaye, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
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Tnelosure in No, 230. 
Ahmed Riza to Sir G. Lowther. 


M. l’Ambassadeur, Constantinople, le 13 juillet, 1909. 

LINTERVENTION des Puissances russe et britannique dans les affaires 
intérienres de la Perse est interprétée ici d'une fagon fitcheuse ; on s'imagine quo 
ces deux Etats yeulent préter leur appui an Gouvernement despotique du Schah, ot 
que, par conséquent, ils sont opposés i Pinstauration dans le malheureux pays d’Iran 
du régime constitutionnel. 

Yautre part, le vou des doux Puissances de voir le consulat ottoman expulser les 
deux chefs nationalistes qui s'y sont réfugiés produit Constantinople une impression 
aussi pénible que celle provenant d’une iumixtion intérieure jugée inopportune. 

Jem, pormelop bs Isbaseelede del vote ete arien eels ieeieat Gate 
Vintérét méme des excellents rapports qui unissent nos deux pays, et je pric, &c. 
Le Psident do la Chambro dea Depites stemntne, 
AHMED RIZA. 





'o7319) No. 231. 
Messrs, Frank C. Strick and Co. to Foreign Office.—(Received July 19.) 


“ Baltic House,” Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, July 17, 1909, 
WE beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of tho 14th instant, and thank you 
for the information contained thorei 
We note that, in the opinion of His Majesty’s Minister at Tohran, an attempt to 
press for the Hormuz concession at present would serve no useful. purposo, while it 
would be likely to offend the Mou i 
We may say that, so far as the Mouin-utTujjar is concerned, having rogard to tho 
treatment which we have received from him, we should not hesitate, if wo had freo 
hands, to make things unpleasant for him, even if it cost us mono} 
We have, &e. 
(For Frank ©, Strick and Co.) 
FRANK GC, STRICK, 





(27266) No. 232. 


Mirza Mehdi Khan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 


Sir, Persian Legation, London, July 18, 1909. 

T HAVE tho honour to inform your Excellency that I have received a telegram 
from my Government stating that on the 16th instant, at an extraordinary sitting of 
the representatives of the Porsian nation, in the Palace of Baharestan at ‘Teliran, it was 
unanimously decided to depose His Imperial Majesty Mohammad Ali Mirza from the 
‘Throne of Persia owing to his unpopularity and his opposition to tho will of the nation, 
In accordance with articles 36 and 37 of the constitution, His Imperial Highnoss 
Sultan Alimad Mirza, the Heir Apparent, has been proclaimed Shah. 

His Highness the Azed-ol-Molk has been provisionally appointed Regent pending 
the definite decision of the Medjliss, in accordance with article 38 of the constitution 

save, ec. 
MEHDL 




















146 


233, 





(27016) Ne. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 
(No, 598. 
(ieiserphie) P; $ Gulahek, July 19, 1909. 
‘The two Nationalist leaders have officially notified to the two legations the deposi- 
tion of Mahomed Ali and the accession of ‘the Valiahd Sultan Ahmed Mirza to the 
throne of Persia, 
Tawait your instructions, 








[27800) No. 234. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 

(No, 599.) 
(Telegraphic. 
MY imines 
Followi 


(R) “ Whereas di 





Tehran, July 19, 1909. 





ately preceding telegram. 
¢ is text of not 








uurbances in relation to disorders in provinces render necessary 
reorgitnisation of Government administrations, and this has been recognised by all 
Persia; and whereas, in view of conditions of the time, state of the kingdom, and the 
dislike’ of the public for Mohammed Ali Mirza, it was impossible to obtain rights and 
security of the nation without. change of Sovereign ; therefore, in the absence of senate 
‘and assombly, an extraordinary grand council was convoked on 16th July at Tehran 
At tho Bahatistan. Members of this council, who are chiefs of the fedai, clergy, princes, 
notables, and aristocracy, and number of previous deputies, decided by vote of the 
majority. upon the deposition of Mohammed Ali Mirza, and, in accordance with 
articlos 36 and 37 of the fundamental law, His Majesty Sultan Ahmed Mirza was 
‘appointed Sovereign, and the regency given temporarily to Azad-ul-Mulk. After the 
oponing of the Parliament, in accordance with article 38 of the fundamental lave, a 
definite arrangement will be made regarding the regenc F 

“Wo are therefore [zzroup undecyphei in] tis official letter informing you 
of the deposition of Mohamined Ali Mirza, andl tho accession of Sultan Ahmed Mirza 

























































to the sovereignty of Porsia.”” 
(27334) No. 235. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 19.) 
(No, 600.) 


(Telegraphic) PB. Gulahek, July 19, 1909, 
Kecording tor ived from His Majesty's consul at Shiraz a state of 
anarchy prevails in that town, ‘The late governor, refuses to leave, in spite of the 
announcement of the Zil-es-Sultan’s appointment, on the ground that the Government 
responsible for his nomination was no longer in office. 
AM, ill telegraphs that, Seyyid Hossein Tari is reported to bo making, hasty 
es of ammunition, and that, unless the Zil’s appoititment is confirmed by the 
ng Government, and stringent orders sent to ex-governor to return at orice to 
rein must be despatched to-morrow from Bushire. Russian consul 
concurs in Mr; Bill's view, 
Yestordy T called the attention of the Minister of the Interior to the situation, as 
ted by Mr. Bill, but 1 could not induce him to. confirm Zil-es-Sultan’s appoint- 
ment; he told me confidentially that he intended to give Ala-ed-Dowleh the governor- 
ship of Shiraz in the placo of that of Tabre 
I haye to-day renewed my representations in concert with my Russian colleague. 
We informed Minister of the Interior that our consuls recommended that Zil-es-Sultan’s 
appointment be confirmed, We also pressed 'y case, to recall immediately the 
late governor-general, Tam further acting tion of Major Cox that the 
rsian Goyerament should be pressed to send through His Majesty’s consulate at 
Shiraz stringent orders to Seyyid Hussein to make no advance; and also that. they 
should telegraph to the ulema to do their utmost to restrain him: 
Thave informed Sardar Assad that I shall defer ordering despatch of reinforee- 
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ments until to-morrow in order that I may see what steps are being taken to restore 
order in Shiraz. 

Although the Zil's appointment would undoubtedly afford best means of remedyin, 
the situation in Fars, yet the new Government. is 4 obviously afaid of him that 1 did 
not like to press it upon them too strongly, 





[27315] No. 236. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 
(No. 601.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahel, July 19, 1909. 

IT ismuch to be desired that Mohamad Ali Mixja should be prevailed upon to leave 
the conntry at the earliest possible date. 

‘The Czar has replied to His Majesty's telegram to the effect that, as he had taken 
refuuge in His Imperial Majesty's legation orders had been given to the Russian chargé 
aflaires to afford him protection and to pay him the honour due to his rank. ‘There 18 
good ground for thinking that the Shah's entourage encourage him to construe this 
telegram as a promise that Russia will restore him to his previous position. Frequent 

wssages from the provinces now reach him promising support for his cause, and 
intrigue is certain to be rife in his neighbourhood so long as he remains in Persia, 

He spoke, at first, of fixing his residence in the Crimea, but now he is reluctant to 
Teave his country, M. Subline has telegraphed to his Government recommending that 
he should he offered a palace in Russia and honorary rank in their army in order to 
hasten his departure, 


(27329) No, 237. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 


(No. 6 
(Telegrap ic.) P. Gulakek, July 19, 1909, 


1 HAVE received, in reply to the enquiry contained in telegram No, 869 of 
the 1ith July, the following telegram No, 22 from His Majesty's consul at Kerman, 


“Even if we were to leave behind us everything exeupt the bare necessities of life 
we could not procure suilicient suitable transport to enable the British community, 
which numbers twelve men, eight women and seven children, to quit Kerman, 

“We must trust to obtaining sufficient local support to help us to hold out until 
relief can arrive. Ido not think, if the Baluchi udvance he stopped by our warning, 
that there is any other danger to be feared.” 





(27301) No, 288. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 
(No. 363.) 
(Lelegraphic.) P. 

SITUATION at Tabreez. 

ML. Isvolsky spoke to me last night on the state of affairs at ‘Tabreez, which ho 
said was most unsatisfactory. He informed me that he had sent instructions to the 
Russian chargé dafiaires to impress on the Persian Government that it was absolutely 
necessary that a governor-general with troops should proceed at once to this town, 
M. Sabline is instructed to intimate that the Russian Government will find itsolf 
obliged to take steps to establish order there itself in the event of tho Persian Govern- 
ment not taking the necessary action. 

In reply to my enquiries as to what had occurred at Tabrooz to call for these 
instructions, M. Isvolsky said that there was the announcement of Sattar Khan that he 
was to be appointed governor-general, there was the masquerading of fedais as 
Policemen, the extortion by them of money from the residents, aud tho agitation 
which is being fomented against the prosence of the Russian troops. I did not gather, 
however, that Russian interests had been definitely injured in any way. 

Another danger spot, M. Isvolsky added, was Ardebil, where the whole district 
was being pillaged by the Shabsevans. 


St. Petersburgh, July 19, 1909, 
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[27330] No, 239. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 19.) 
No. 364.) 


Telegraphic.) P. at RAUL GUS July 19, 1909. 

MY telegram No, 363 of to-day’s date: Situation at Tabreez. ? 

Th a Keine conversation which 1 bad today with ML volsky his Txcellenoy 
stated that ho had been informed by the Turkish Ambassador that the Sublime Porte 
had now sent instructions to the Turkish consulate-general at Tabreez on the subject 
of Sattar and Baghir Khan, The instructions were to the effect that it was desirable 
that these two persons should quit Persia, but that in any case, if they were not 
willing to leavo the country, “bast” should no longer be accorded them in the 
consulate-gencral. ‘This communication had given M. Isvolsky much pleasure. He 
appeared to view the situation generally in a less pessimistic light. While admitting 
that no recent cases had occurred where Russian interests had been seriously injured, 
he said that the arrival of a governor-general with sufficient troops to restore order 
was urgently necessary in view of the general condition of unrest. ‘The Russian force, 
he added, could not leave until order was established. 

















(27955) No. 240. 

Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received July 19.) 
titonaneh : Bushire, July 19, 1909. 
ARMS traffic and distur i 
@ my covering. despa 3 of the 27th dune transmitting my despatch 
to Sir G, Barclay No, 56 of the same date. 

Point was mentioned in my telegram No, 441 of the 6 but it 
not cloat enough from my despatch referred to above that, if the names and identity 
Of the parties, of whose information we have made use, became known at the German 
vico-consulate, those parties would be in an unpleasant predicament, and in one or 
two cases actually in danger, Moreover, if German vice-consulate got hold of their 
names, we should incur their resentment, and in the future be deprived of their 
confidenc 

Thi 
played by Mirza in av 
any communication to the Gen 
of it bping possible for us to obt 
tral 








8 at Bushire. 















May to Tehran, but it is 





















vidence with regard to the 
it is thought necessary to 
Lagation, it will bo held in abeyance, on the chance 
na good case against Mirza in the matter of arms 








(27016) No, #41. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Borclay. 





1 Foreign Office, July 19 1909. 
NENW Shah of Persia, : : 

Whion M. Sabline has received similar instructions from his Government, you may 
recognise the new Shah, 











(27315) aoete 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 387, Confidential) : 
(Welesraph Foreign Office, July 19, 1909, 
DEPARTURE of Shah (see telegram No. 3 of the Srd January, 1908, from 
1 your telegram No. 601). 
n escort should consist of guards from the two 
k force should accompany him to Kasvin, where Russian 








Mr, Marling, « 
In m 
logations. 
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troops would take their place. It is likely that if Russian troops came to ‘Tehran from 
Kasvin to form part of escort, trouble would arise, You may make proposal on these 
lines to the two Governments, if you and M. Sabline agree. 

Tam anxious to have your views as to formation of escort. 





(27456) No. 243, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
ens y O'Beirne. 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN co-operation in Persia, 

Count Benckendorft is evidently delighted and relieved that intervention at Tehran 
has not been necessary during the change of Government, Chavo told him that I fully 
share his feelings, and that in my opinion a very favourable impression has boon 
created both in this country and in Persia by Russia's moderation and self-rostraint, 
Judging from my information, there would have been a violent outbreak of antiforcign 
feeling throughout Persia if intervention had taken place. I told Count Benckendorit 
that I viewed with pleasure the good relations which had apparently been established 
between the new Government and the Rnssian officers in the Shah's service, and that T 
trusted that no difficulties would be created for Russia by changes in the Government 
prejudicial to her interests. 

As regards Tabrecz I told his Excellency that I would join with the Russian 
‘er in bringing pressure on the new Persian Government toappoint Ala-ed:Dowleh 
or some other capable man as governor without delay. I said that T antiofpated somo 
further trouble there and elsewhere, but that I looked to Russia to pursuo the same 
moderate policy until the new Persian Government was firmly established. 


a ee ee. 
(27008) No, 244. 


Foreign Office, July 19, 1909, 





















Sir Edward Gre . OBeir 
Ree) ir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 


(Telegraphic.) P. 

ZAL-ES-SULTAN'S return to Persia, 
spay, Lhave requested Count Benckendorit to 
Zil's roturn, in view of the recent developmei 


Foreign Office, July 19, 1909. 





ascertain M, Isvolsky’s opinion as to the 
nt 











(27016) No.245, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. ' 


0. 935.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
DEPOSITION of Shah and accession of Sultan Ahmed Shah, 
been legram No. 598 of to-day from ‘Tehran reports that official announcement. has 
been made by Persian Government. I have informed Count Benckendorif that L 
der that tho ex-Shah Should leave for Russia without delay, as if he. remains in 
: will become a centre of intrigue. I also said that 1 thought it import 
that uew Shah should at once be recognised, but that I would await MLsvolske'e vin, 
‘efore acting. I have instructed His Majesty's represontative at ‘Tehran in this sense 
and he will recognize new Shah when M. Sabline is similarly instructed. 


Foreign Office, July 19, 1909. 























(27007) No. 246, 
i Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Cartwright, 
eae: 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
AIL-ES-SULTAN may be kept informed of the p 
Tequested in your telegram No. 149 of the 17th July. 





Foreign Office, July 19, 1909, 
rogress of events in Tehran, as 








[66a 
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(25645) No. 247. 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 19, 1909. 
TAM directed by Scoretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
rotted atthe Geh fastant relative to the easo of, Peter Ello, from which it appears that 
the individual in question is an Ottoman subj ‘ ‘ 

‘The Earl of Crewe that Great Britain has no extradition treaty with 
Porsia, the conntry in vw at presont residing, nor indeed with any State in 
Pe ee i exercises oxtratorritorial authority, and it is therefore impossible to 
Whiet the olfendor’s extradition as a matter of treaty right, while, as he is nov & 
British subject, he is not amenable to the operation of the Fugitive Offenders Act, 
applied to Persia by the Order in Conneil of 18! 

‘The only course by which his surre nder could be 
‘ask tho Persian Government to grant it as a favour, 
ter that fis Majesty's’ Government would be unable to grant them re 
ment should a case arise in wl they might desire it, bee 
these kingdoms forbids the adoption of such a course. 

Sir I. Groy is, hoivever, of opinion that such a pro 
might, moreover, involve the Persian Government in if 
Porte, whose subject the offender is. 

‘As Blow appears to have committed 
quence of which ‘oady been re 
thore is overy likelihood that he will be punished by th 
nd it appears to Sir Edward Grey that, in these ei 

leave those authorities to deal with him as th 






































ing would be impoli 
ulties with the Su 











ome offence against Ottoman lav, in conse- 
is consular functions at Urumia, 
rkish authorities themselves, 












pursue is to | 





{27389} No, 248. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received July 20.) 

(PII Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under 
ary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
horewith, for the information of the § ry of State, with reference to previous 
Perot eapy of a telogram to thd Viceroy, dated the 16th July, relative to the situation 


in Porsia. 
India Office,July 19, 1909. 


——_— 





Tnclosure in No. 248, 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


P; 
1] telegrams Nos. 561 
Minister at ‘Tehran, repeated to Resident, P 
Consul, Scistan, haye been approved by Fo 
is being made of the Goverument of Indi 
is lar instructions to be carried ont by Political Officer, Chagai,, and whether they 
sinlsor any suggestion as to what other action would bo practicable, Necessary 
Sition should be taken, and your suggestions communicated by telegraph, 

Mireat to Baluchis that they will be held responsible for losses to British. or 
British Indian subjects is also suggested hy Foroign Office to Sir G- Barclay. Foreign 
Olize nak that, if possible, original letter from Russian Consul may be obtained. They 
OMioe ge whether consul could withdraw to Yead, Birjand, or Bunder Abbas in the 


event of danger at Kerman, 








mn Oflice, 
to whether it would be pos 
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No. 249, 


(27495) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 


consul at Shiraz :— 


“The new Government wish temporarily to retain the present Governor-General, 
and will not confirm the appointment of Zil-es-Sultan, ‘They have sent, telegraphic 
orders to Seyyid Hussein Lari to make no move on Shiraz, and have urged the ulema 
to telegraph identic instructions to the Seyyid. ‘The Government appear so entirely 
convinced that order will be restored by these measures, that I shall await a further 
report from you before ordering up reinforcements. 

T have urged on the Persian Government the necessi 
for the disbandment of the tribal levies to Asaf-ed-Dowl 








of'sending immediate orders 








No, 250. 


[27497] 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiv 2 

aon Y y.—(Received July 20.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, July 20, 9. 

EX-SHAH. See my telegram No, GOL of the 19th July. aoa 

Tam informed that the Czar has received another tolegram from ex-Shah, in which 
lattor states that he took refuge under Russian flag to secure “ the maintenance of his 
right to the throne ‘and the independence of his reign.” ‘Telegram went on to say that 
revolutionaries have taken advantage of his aotion to set up another Shah and lodeoes 
him, Tt also contained an appeal for the Czar’s help and protection, and an expression 
of thanks to His Majesty for his reply to the previous telogram. 
My Russian colleague has suggested to his Government that the Czar's reply shall 
be worded in a manner calculated to disillusion ex-Shal as to attitude of tho Czar. to 
him. He himself has failed to make clear to Shah the exact amount of protection 
which was promised to him. 































(27498) No, 251 
teas Sir G. Barclay to Sir dward Grey.—(Received July 20,) 
(elegraphic.) P. Giulahek, Jul 
og NA ee lahek, July 20, 1909. 
B ‘as been taken in the immediate neighbourhood of the Russian legation 






DypAnie Bahadur Jang’s regiment, which the new Government is endeavouring. to 












(27398) No, 252, 
eae re 

HOOD) Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 
_IN view of the fact that the new Government will not confit Rieraneanianent 

of Zil-es-Sultan as Governor-General of Fars, my Russian oollearue and. Tam of opinion 

that it-would be better for the present if he were nob, to return to Persia 

Reference is to your telegram No. 934 to Mr, O'Beirne of the 19th July. 


















(27506) No, 253. 
os en) Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward!’ Grey. —(Received July 20.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, July 20, 
ea: ulahek, , 1909. 
TTEARN very confidentially that M. Sabline has had certain diffculties with 


Colonel Liakhow, who is acting as though under the impression that Russian protection 
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was extended to the Cosmek brigade. My Russian collengue_ tas clearly pointed out 
to him that this foree is altogether a Persian one; and he is now reporting to h 
Government on these difficulties. i 
Certainly the prospect of the permanent retention as instructors of the Russian 
offers will not be furthered by intervention at tho present moment on their behalE. 








(27508) No, 254. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 608.) 
(Telographic.) P. Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 

T HAVE received no news confirming the Russian information as to the unsatis- 
factory nature of the present situation at Tabreez (referred to in St. Petersburgh 

dm No, 369/191h Julp).” 1 have inetruoted His Majoaty’s acting consul-general to 
report, and in the is corroborating the news, I shall support my Russian 
colleague's representations as far as I properly can 

Present. arrangements are that Mukhter-es-Sultaneh is to be appointed Governor. 
General of Tabreez, He should be very popular locally, and though there may be 
objections to him on the score of his pro-German leanings, it should be borne in mind 
that these will not have the same range in Tabreez as in Tehran, 

Tast night M, Sabline spoke to me on the subject of the alleged anti-Russian 
agitation, Tam seeing that a telegram is sent from the proper quarter, which ought 
considerably to allay this feeling, 




































(27499) No. 255. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 





(No. 60 
(Pelogen P, ‘ Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 





RPRMANSHLATT staat 

‘There has b i 
last repor 
has agreed to re 





nent in the state of 
n my telegram No, 596 of the 18th July. 
oily small personal guard and dismiss the bulk: of his troops. 











(27609) No. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received July 20.) 











P, Gulahek, July 20, 1909, 
sty’s consul at Shiraz has to-day telegraphed to me as follows, 


fully agreed that reinforcements must immediately be 
Dowlch is not removed from his post. If possible, please 
endeavour to prevent his retention. . 

“ Detailed reasons for our view follow.” 





Tam a 





in urging the Persian Government immediately to dismiss the present 
T shall order the reinforcements to leave Bushire unless the 
by to-night given sutisfaction to my request. 

















[27510] No. 257. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received July 20.) 
(No. G11.) i 
(elegraphic.) P. 

{ REPORD 


enquit 


Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 

y telegram No, 608 of yesterday, that I was making 
neral at Tubreez as to the facts of the 
‘mart, has now reported that about a week 
ated in the convocation of a popular meeting at the chief 
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The preachers on this oceasion urged the people to ensure the withdrawal of the 
Russian troops by instituting a beyoott of Russian goods and by losing the 
bazaar, The more respectable part of the population was not represented at the 
meeting, which was eutirely unsuecessfal. It seems that since then the agitation for 
the moment has subsided. 

His Majesty's acting consul-general has the concurrence of his Russsian eolleague 
in the view above expressed. 





(27511) No. 258. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 
(No. 612.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 20, 1909. 

T AM in agreement with M. Sabline that the ex-Shah should be escorted to the 
coast, when the moment arrives, by a combined Anglo-Russian guard consisting of threo 
men from either legation. A guard of Persian Cossacks to accompany him ns far as 
Kazvin should be furnished by the Persian Government ; from this polut onwards Russian 
troops might replace them. 

The Russian chargé d'affaires is telegraphing in the same sense to his Govern- 
ment. 

Tt is possible that the late Shah wi 
romise is made him that he will be acoomp 
by members of the two legations, 

T am afraid that his departure may be delayed to allow of the settlement of 
question arising from his claim to arrears of civil list, the disposal of the crown 
jewels, &e, 




















not accept this arrangement unless a 
to Kazvin by a Russian officer or even 


















(27491) No. 259, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 





Foreign Office, July 20, 
Persia has my entire approval, 
force to ‘Vehran is due to the 
in M, Sabline and to the steady advieo which you 
have offered, Your action has had a most beneficial effect. Considerable prosuro 
was put upon Russian Government to induce them to send troops to 'chran, and if 
they had yielded the result would have been disastrous ; they themselves would have 
encountered considerable difficulties, both they and His Majesty's Government would 
probably have liad to face the embarrassing situation created by the probable break-up 
of Persia, and, moreover, the stability of Anglo-Russian entente would have been 
endangered, 
‘he part played by your Russian colleague, and the loyal manner in which he has 
supported you are greatly appreciated here, 













confidence whic 











(27329) No. 260. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





(No. 390.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 20, 1909. 
BELUCHI advance on Kerman (see your telegram No. 602 of the 19th July). 
His Majesty's Government will hold new Persian Government responsible for 
damage to lives or property of British subjects. You should warn them in this sonse. 

























[26718] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
gees voreit July 20, 1909, 
elegraphic.) P. Foreian Office, July 20, 1909. 
Cree OROVE language reported to have been held by Major Cox and that held by 
you to thy Sheikh of Mohammerah with regard to the exchange of consuls at Kerman« 
shah and Mohammerah. 





(27562) No. 262, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Received July 21.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, E.C., 
Sir, July 20, 1909. 
I HAVE the honour to enclose copy of a telegram received to-day from our 
agents in Persia, Messrs, Lloyd, Scott and Co. dated Mohammerah, the 17th July. 
Pho arrangement arrived at would appear from Messrs. Lloyd, Scott and Co.'s 
tologram to be a very satisfactory one, and on behalf of this e Ldesire to tender 
to you and to His Britannic Majesty’s consul at Bushire the best thanks of this 
company. é 
T am now arranging for the 6,500 sovereigns to be sent to Mohammerah as 
requested by Messrs, Lloyd, Scott an presume that part. of the arrange- 
ment mado by Major Cox with the Shei a loan of 10,000L, from the British 
Government to tho Sheikh for which my company is to provide the funds, T expect to 
hear from you on the subject shortly, 
: Thave, 
©, W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman, 


Tnclosure in No, 2 
Messrs. Lloyd, Scott and Co, to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, London. 


(Telegraphic.) Mohammerah, July 17, 1909. 
AGREEMENT with Sheikh has been signed and the copy posted to you to-ds 
‘Pho details and the wording have had to be altered to some extent, but the essentials 
have be and it is satis yon the whole. ‘The rent on renewal has 
been fi i 3 y. The agreement has to be endorsed by the 

formal matter. Please 


little while, Major Cox approves. ‘ z 
Tn view of possible unrest, we have arranged to detain the Sepoy guard at 
Ahwaz for the prosent. 





(27626) No, 263, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Ediard. Grey —(Heceived July 21.) 
(No. 613.) 
(Wolographic.) En clair. Tehran, July 21, 1909. 
ASR-UI-MULK, Foreign Affairs; Mustouf inance ; Farman 
; Samsam-es-Sultaneh, governor of Ispahan; Mukhber-es-Sultaneb, 
governor of Azerbaijan, 
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(27565) No. 264, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 
(No. 614.) 
(felegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 21, 1909, 
AVE telegraphed to Mr, Bill at Shiraz in my telegram No. 54 off to-day’s 

date, as follows -— 

Ala-ed-Dowleh has been appointed governor-general at Shiraz to replace the present 
holder of that office, who has been recalled. 

Strict instructions have been issued to him that he is to cause his deputy 
immediately to take such action as the restoration of order may render necessary, 





(27625) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21, 
(No. 615.) i ox ) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 21, 190 

SIR F. CARTWRIGHS telegram No, 148 had not reached me when my 
telegram No, 606 of yesterday was sent, 

The longer the Zil can be kept out of Persia the better it will be, Should His 
Inperial Higlines, however, absolutely insist on returning, the danger would be les if 
he lived in the capital than if be went to Ispahan. At the latter place he is a large 
landed proprietor, and the scope for his intrigues would be far greater, 


(27620) No. 266,, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 
(No. 616.) 
(Telegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, July 21, 1909. 

TWO legations, under instructions from two Governments, have to-day notified 
ree gnition of Sultan Ahmet Shah. 





(27627) No. 267. 


. Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,— (Received July 21.) 
(N ) 
(Telegraphic) 2. 


Gulahek, July 21, 1909, 
TV. 


ENTURE to beg that I may be authorised to use my own discretion ay to the 
nent to addyss to the Persian Government the warning indicated in your 
telegram No. 390 of the 20th July. 

So far the Persian Government have done everything L have asked them m regard 
to the situation at Kerman, and have not failed to take all possible steps to avert the 
threatened inroad. 


If the danger becomes imminent, I shall hold Persian Government responsible tor 
British interests. 





(27628) No. 268. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 


graphic.) P. 

'T appears from the reports whi 

ssion has been produced in the provinces by the change of Shah, 

The telegraph office at Kum reports that instructions have been sent to Samsam- 
éSultaneh to place guards along the Ispahan-Kum road. From the same source T 
hear that similar instructions regarding the road from Kum to ‘Tshran have been given 
tothe Hbeggi, who is now at Kum. 


Gulaliek, July 21, 1909, 
80 far received, that an excellent 











. 269. 
[26670] No. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


aa hi Foreign Office, July 21, 1909. 
elosraphie) Top, consider that offcers in Kherkha district should be cautioned to 


rt i i ich will 
see that the sheikh does not overlook the financial and other difficulties, whicl 


‘igati ject i in a sta; 
farise in connection with the Kherkha irrigation scheme. ‘The project is still i ge 


i i i to oceur. 
experiment, and difficulties are sure 
ones approve action reported in your telegram No. 


paragraph. 


507 of the 27th June, last 





(27511) No. 270. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 


Foreign Ofes ae ame a 
i ian G fepartur 
ion of Russian Government as to proposal for d 9 of 
ex Shah from Por ‘ohran telegram No, 6 ‘of yesterday), telling them 
is Majesty's Gov t approve the suggestion. = Sen 
He Moser eats Government think hat questions of ivilist arrears, crown Sov 
yuite well se vards, and that they need not, delay St ure. 
can be quite well settled afterwards, anc eal yo delay Shells depart 
Ya think that Shah should be accompanied as far a5 Ka -Rtuasian and Batis 
yey alak aan a ut the Persian Cossacks who are to go with Tis Majesty shou 


ho under Russian officers: 





(27496) No.271 
Edward Grey to Sir F. Cartwright. 
Gviogephio) 2 
CeCe aNegyets mee eon 
SOL? sliould inform Zil-oeSu 
not be confirmed by the ney 
his return at present inadvisable. 


Foreign Office, July 21, 1909. 
his appointment as Governor of Fars will 
‘ment, and add that therefore you consider 





(27329) 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Offce, July 21, 1909. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 13th instant relative to the serious situation 
at Korman, Lam dete yee isfy at Tehran fom hich i 
; of a further telegram from y's) at Tehran, hich 
Coe aps that tho British community at that place would be quite unable to leave it in 


case of dangers that Sir B, Grey would be glad to receive a reply to my letter above 


referred to with as little delay as possible, 


Sir, 


Tam, &e. 
“= LOUIS MALLET. 





[26998] No.2 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
si Foreign Office, July 21,1 
2 vi e proposed aj 
"wit ence to your letter of the stant, relative to the proposed agree- 
me maerears ‘company aud the Sheikh of Mohammerah, I am directed by 


+ No. 287, 
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Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he has received a telegram from His 
Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire reporting that, after negotiations which have lasted 
coveral days, a settlement has been roachell on terms which Major Cor egress with 
your agent in considering reasonably satisfactory. All essential conditions have been 
maintained, thongh certain alterations have been made in the less important details. 

As regards tho reversion of the buildings, &c., constructed on the land leased, 
Major Cox states that he was obliged to give to the sheikh the separate confidential 
assurance suggested by His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, that if, when the timo comes, 
the Persian Government claim these buildings, His Majesty’s Government will assist 
the sheikh to reach a reasonable settlement. 

‘The sheikh has undertaken to get the agreement endorsed by the tribal elders 
within the next few days, and it is hoped that by that time tho sum of 16,0501. will bo 
ready at Mohammerah.’ The sheikh accepts the conditions which His Majesty's 
Government have attached to the loan, and has asked that the amount may be paid 
in gold instead of by draft on a bank. 

‘The sheikh has expressed the fear that by executing this agreement with a foreign 
company he may ineur the hostility of the ulema and Nationalist leaders, He therefore 
begs that overt operations at Mohammerah may be delayed, and secrecy maintained as 
to tho execution and details of the agreement until the prosent risa at ‘Tehran is at 
an end, 


Tam to suggest to you the advisability of complying with the request of tho 
sheikh on this point. 
Tam, &c, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(27741) No. 274. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 22.) 
(No. 620, 


(Relographic.) P. Gulahek, July 22, 1909. 

BLBASE soo last paragraph of your telegram No, 948 to Mr, O'Boime, 

The Crown jewels constitute the chief imped Tt is bolioved that Mohamed 
Ali lias these at the Ri Legation among his personal effects, and will no doubt: 
make sure of a suitable pension from the Persian Government before surrendering 
thom. If they should be removed from the country their ultimate recovery would be 
most improbable, 

My Russian colleague and I are advising the Persian Government to make 
proposils to him, as they, although desirous that he shall leave the country as soon 08 
possible, have a natural wish to assure the security of the Crown jewels. Wo shall also 
unofiicially endeavour to bring about a compromise—in principlo, at least—but I fear 

ny terms not including guarantees from the two legations will be unacceptable 





(27737) No. 275. 

Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 
No, 621.) 
‘Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 22, 1909. 

T HAVE received a telegram from His Majesty's vice-consul at Resht to the effect 
that 625 Cossacks and from 1,000 to 1,200 infantry in all have, he understands, passod 
through Resht on their way south, 

nthe 19th July three transports arrived at Enzeli, and 125 cavalry were landed 
on the following day. 

Tam assured by M. Sabline that he feels convinced that no addition has been made 
to the detachment originally ordered to proceed to Persia, 


[1665] 
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(27746) No. 276. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 
(No, 622.) 
(Telegraphic) B. Gulahek, July 22, 1909. 

PLEASH see my telegram No, 611 of the 20th July. 

My Russian colleague had, acting on instructions from St. Petersburgh, addressed 
two notes verbales to the Persian Government, dealing respectively with the anti-Russian 
agitation at Tabreez and the disorders in the neighbourhood of Ardebil created by 
Bhahsevans, M. Sabline has shown me these two notes. ‘The latter is in the form of 
a warning to the Persian Government to the effect that Russia will be compelled to 
take the necessary measures to safeguard her rights unless the Persian Government 
immediately take steps to restrain the tribesmen and ensure the security of traffic in 
the district in question. 

T have supported M, Sabline’s representations so far as to urge the Persian 
Government to do all in its power towards allaying the anti-Russian agitation recently 

Fesiiont eal pees itocet cy fhout delay capable governor supported by a suitable 
force, and also to do their utmost to restore order in the Ardebil district. 











[27738] No. 277, 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 
No, 865.) 
{eer hic) P. St. Petersburgh, July 22, 1909. 
T AM laying before the Minister for Foreign Affairs your views respecting the 
doparture of the Shah as contained in the last paragraph of your telegram No. 948 of 
tho 21st July. ‘The Russian Government, as his Excellency has told me, quite agree 
as to tho desirability of expediting the departure of the late Shah, but at the same time 
they. fear that unless some satisfactory arranger to his civil list is come to with 
the Persian Government before he leaves, the expenses of his support would devolve 
on the Russian Government, and this is a contingency which they are anxious to 
avoid, 
Timagino that the Ri 
of revenne should be as 
Por 

















sian Government would stipulate that some special souree 
ed as a guarantee for the payment of a pension, if the 
in Government agreed to settle ono on His Majesty. 











[27627] No. 278. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
No, 395.) 
Melographic,) Re Foreign Office, July 22, 1909. 
YOUR tologram No. 617 [of 2st July]: Kerman. 
You may use your discretion. 
(Repeated to St. Potorshurgh, No. 950.) 








(27788) N 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 28.) 





79. 


India Office, July 21, 1909. 
rected to say that Viscount 
?s proposal to approve the terms of the note addressed 





Morley concurs in Sir B. 









dy His Majesty’s M ‘Tehran on the 13th May to the Persian Government 
regarding the protec ahreinis in Persia, 
Tam, &. 
‘A. GODLEY. 
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(27792) 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Received July 23.) 
Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Si uly 21, 1909. 





n 
T RECEIVED a call yesterday from Sadigh-es-Sultaneh, who exhibited to me the 
original of a telegram which he had received from Persia addressed to him and signed 
Nezameddin, 
The telegram was in Persian or code, and Sadigh-es-Sultaneh left with me a 
a translation, of which the following is a copy = 





“On the authority of this telegram the Company must pay the commissioner's 


in full to yourself, Report as usual of the affairs of the company.’ 





salar 





‘Sadigh-es-Sultaneh states that Nezameddin is Minister of Mines in the Persian 


Government as at present established, and claims that this intimation of the wishes of 
the Persian Government is official, and such as must be respected by the Anglo-Persian, 
Oil Company (Limited). He will therefore claim the salary for the month of July on 
the 3lst instant. In the eireumstances I shall feel very grateful if yon will be so good 
to intimate to me before the end of this month whether it would’ be more agreeable 
to the Foreign Office if I paid the Sadigh the July instalment of salary when due, or if 
«d to do so in view of Mr. Louis Mallet's letter of tho 12th June, 1909, addressed 

. R, Preece. 














Tam, &e, 
C. W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman, 





(27814) No, 281. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received July 23.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, July 22, 1909, 

HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday's date 
advising receipt of a telegram from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire confirmatory 
of the one received by us from the company’s agents, as advised to you on tho 
20th instant. 

From what you write I understand that it is your dosire that we should arrange 
for the payment of the whole sum of 16,5002 (not 16,0501.) in gold to the sheikh, and 
Thaye accordingly remitted the equivalent of this amount to Bombay to-day, and 
instructed our agents there to purchase 16,500 sovereigns and ship them by the first 
mail steamer to Messrs, Lloyd, Scott, aud Co,, Mohammerah, for payment to the sheikh. 
As arranged with you over the telephone to-day, I understand, however, that you will 
slograph to His Majesty's cousl at Bushiro, requesting him 1g advise the shel that 
10,000L. of the above amount is being paid by Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co., in respect 
of the Government loan. 

With regard to the two concluding paragraphs of your letter, wo shall of course 
do our utmost to comply with the sheikh’s request to delay overt operations until the 
resent crisis at Tohran is at an end, but it will be difficult to do this for long, as ono- 
half of the pipe line is due for shipment from New York in August, and will probably 
arrive some time in September. ~ 

His request for secrecy as to the execution and details of the agreemont will of 
course be complied wit 


































Tam, &. 
©. GRE 





ENING, Director, 





(27752) No. 282. 


Sir F, Bertie to Sir Kdward Grey.— Received July 23,) 
(No. 291. Confidential.) 


Sir, Paris, July 22, 1909. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from Nasr-ul-Mulk 
enclosing translations of telegrams which have been exchanged between the newly 
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appointed Regent in Persia and himself relative to his appointment as Prime Minister 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, 





Thave, & 
FRA 





iCIS BERTIE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 282. 
Aboul Kassem to Sir F. Bertie. 


(Private and Confidential.) Hotel Splendide, Evian-les-Bains, 
Dear Sir Francis, Haute-Savoie, July 19, 1909. 

BEING, as it were, isolated here, Ihaye learned the important news from Tehran 
only through the newspapers, and cannot yet judge exactly the situation. 

received, however, to-day an official telegram from the newly appointed Regent, 
inv hioh hie Highness’ inforine) me\of the Ghango that hes taken place, ead. of ay 
appointment as Premier and Roreign Minister. Tn answer, after the usual compliments, 
L exprossed my readiness to return, and to place my services at the disposal of the 
Government within the time necessary for making my preparation and completing 
the cure of my son. 

Theg to send you a translation of the original, that is in Persian, and a copy of 
the answer for your information, 

T may add that 1 have written the same information to his Excellency M. de 
Nélidow, although 1 do not exactly know whether he would be in Paris just now, as he 
had the intention of going away on a short leave. 

My son is slightly better, and has, as the doctor says, three weeks more to drink 
water, 























remain, &c. 
ABOUL KASSEM. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 282 





Acad-uleMulk to Aboul Kussew. 
(Traduction) 
(éléxraphique.) 

VU la situation actuelle du pays et afin de calmer V'agitation du peuple, ila 66 
jngé udcossaire de procéder A un chi ont fondamental. Par conséquent, le 
vondredi, 27 Djamadios-Sani, 1327, de Vhadjir, une haute assemblée s'est formée’ au 
Baharistan (Palais du Parlement), composée des grands prétres, des princes, des hauts 
dignitaires de I'Etat, et des députés importants de Pancien Medjlesse,!'dans laquelle la 
dgchiéance des (é Mohamined Ali Mirza a été déclarée unanimement, et, conformé- 
ment aux articles 36 et 37 des lois fondamentales, Sa Majesté Impériale le Prince 
héritior, Soltan Ahmed Mirza, a & 
assemblé on m’a nomi provisoirement & la x 

Votre loyauté 4 In couronne doit vous 
vous empresser & servir le Gouvernement tla nation. Vous étes nommé ila présidence 
du Conseil et au Ministire des Affaires Btrangéres. En yous mettant on route 
immédiatement et vous chargeant de cos fonctions vous ne ferez qu'augmonter la listo 
des services que vous avez toujours rendus au Gouvernement ot & la nation, 


Le 28 Djamadios-Sani. 




















a, a été proclamé Schahin-Schah de Perse. Dans la méme 





gence. 
nposer dans cette oceasion le devoir de 


















Inclosure 3 in No, 282. 





Aboul Kassem to Azad-ul-Mulk, 
(Pélégeaphique.) 

SON Altesse lo Régent, 

Mempresse présenter Ihumbles hommages voux sincdres. Henreux pouvoir 
rotoumer sorvir pays. Prépare départ. Compte étre Téhéran quarantaine jours, 
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(2791) No, 283. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 23.) 
(No. 623.) 


(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, July 23, 1909. 

IN the second paragraph of my telegram No. 621 of yesterday I stated, on the 
authority of a report from His Majesty's vice-consul at Resht, that 125 Russian cavalry 
had landed. [have now received a further telogram from Mr, Rabino correcting this 
statement, which should read 159 men of the Commissariat: corps. 














(27843) No. 234. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 
(No. 624.) 
(Telegrap P Gulahek, July 23, 1909. 
fits Imperial Majesty the Czar has replied to the ex-Shah’s telegram (reported 


in my telegram No, G04 of the 20th July) in such terms as to remove any illusions ho 
may have relative to the seope of the protection to be afforded to him by Russia. His 
Imperial Majesty assures him of a proper reception in his country and of his personal 
sympathy, and urges that his departure from Persia may be effected with as littlo 
delay as possible, 3 

Proposals to be laid before Mohammed Ali Mirza in regard to the crown jewels 
and other analogous questions are being formulated by the Persian Government. 
‘These, I understand, are to be submitted to him to-morrow, at latest, 





(27841) No. 285. 


Sir F. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 
(No. 151.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Vienna, July 23, 1909, 

FOLLOWING is in reference to your telegram No, 275 of the 2lst instant: 
Zil-es Sultan. 

Accompanied by the Russian Ambassador, Ihave just been to see Zil-os-Sultan, 
whom we advised not to leave Vienna yet, as the new Persian Government had not 
confirmed his nomination as governor of Farsistan, 
is Highness repeated his request to bo permitted to go vither to Tehran, whore 
our legations would be able to watch his movements, or to his home at Ispahan, He 
intended to pay his homage to his new ruler as soon as he arrived in the capital, and 
he again assured us of his absolutely poaceful intentions. Ho did not wish to be made 
4 governor, nor even regent. He expressed the hope that he would not be forced by 
Russia and England to take an indirect route in going back to his country, to which 
he claimed he had the right to return. An impression might be made that he was 
coming back to Persia as a pretender if he did not take tho direct road. 

We attempted to persuade Zil-s-Sultan to stay ona little in Europe, but I infer 
that he means to take his departure for Persia very soon, He promised, however, on 
my request, to wait until an answer as to his being permitted to pass through Russian 
territory is received by telegraph from St. Potersburgh. 























[27842] No. 286. 
Sir F. Carticright to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 






(No. 152, Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. Vienna, July 23, 1909. 
ZIL-ESSULTAN. My telegram No, 151 of the 23rd July. 


Anxiety regarding his future seems to be telling on Zil-es-Sultan, who is now very 
nervous and excited. In conversation with myself and Russian Ambassador, ho said 
hue could not continue living in hotels in Europe, and that he must be provided with an 
“appanage” by Persian Government if political reasons require his pormanent exile 
from his country. There seemed to him to be no sense in asking him to prolong his 
Say in Europe from week to week, for a longtime must elapse before the situation in 
(1665) 27 














Persia, with a weak Government in power, could be expected to become satisfactory. 
‘The Prince is resolved to return, taking all the responsibility that his action may 
entail. 

‘As ho at present appears to recognise the utility of the joint action of England 
and Russia in Persia, it would be unfortunate, it seems to me, were the Russian 
Government to cause. him offence by deciding to close to him the route through Persia, 

Tam informed by Russian Ambassador that M. Isvolsky instructed the Russian 
Embassy in Paris on the 24th June to.place a visa on the Prince's passport. 

Tn showing us the passport, the Prince enquired what objection could there be to 
his returning to Persia now, when Russia had not been afraid to grant him permission 
to go during the worst period of the Persian crisis. 














[27792] No. 287. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 897.) 
(Velographic.) P. Foreign Office, July 28, 1909. 





SALARY. of oil commissioner (see your telegrams No. 456 of the 11th June and 
No, 5p of the 9th July). 

Oil company have been shewn a telegram by Sadigh-es-Sul 
Nezameddin, stating that Sadigh will claim the instalment of sa 
the commissioner's salary must he paid to him. 
ying tiigtresSullanch explains that Nezameddin has been appointed Minister of 
Mines, 











neh, bearing signature 
lary for July, and that 











company. are anxious to know what to do about salary. Do Persian Govern- 
-Sultaneh, until the appointment of 









(27814) No, 288, 
Sir Edward Grey (o Consul-General Cox. 


(olegraphic.) P. I 

ANGLO-PERSIAN Oil Company have given instructions for 16,5001. to be shipped, 
in gold coin, to Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co,, of Mohammerah, in payment of the loan 
to tho sheikh ‘see your telegram No. 305 of tho 17th July). OF this amount, 10,000. 
should, as you know, be advanced from His Majesty's Government to the 
sheikh, 

Oil company will keep the details of the agreement aud its execution secret, in 
compliance with the shoikh’s request, and will also try to put off beginning overt 
operations until the present disturbed state of affairs in Tehran is at an end. But, in 
view of fact that half the pipe-line will probably reach Mohammerah in September, 
Doing due to leave New York in August, it will bo difficult to keep matters quiet for 
very lor 





ign Office, July 23, 1909. 







































[26837] No. 289, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 23, 1909. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward ‘0 transmit to you herewith, for any 
observations which the Secretary of State for India may have to offer, copy of a letter 
from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company relative to geological surveys in Persia.” 

Viscount Morley will observe that the company enquire, 
whether this departinent has any record of 
such a survey being, in their opinion, a necessai 

On the 11th February of this j 
of * Memoirs of the Geologi 

















t place, 
topographical survey of that count 
preliminary to a geological survey 
ed from Lord Morley a copy 

xiv, Part TV, containing “ The 













* No, 208, 


163 


Geology of the Persian Gulf and the adjoining portions of Persia and Arabia,” by 
G. E. Pilgrim, BSe., E.GS,, Geological Survey of India. 

This volume was marked “Confidential,” but in the letter from Mr, Butler to 
Sir R. Ritchie, forwarding it from India—copy of which was sent to this department 
with the book itseli—it was stated that a public edition of the work had appeared 
from which certain confidential matter had been omitted. 

Tt has occurred to Sir E. Grey that this public edition might provide the 
company with all the information which they need, and he would accordingly snggest 
that they should, in the first place, be advised to obtain a copy of it, 

Lam accordingly to request that, if Lord Morley concurs in this proposal, he 
would be good enough to cause Sir E, Grey to be informed how the work can bo 
obiained, in order that the necessary indications may bo given to the company, 

am, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(27877) No. 290. 

Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 
(No. 15.) \ 
Sir, Batoun, July 15, 1909.2} 





ACCORDING to the Intest information that reachos me, the numerical’ strength 
of the military force which the Russian Government has reconily sent from Baku for 
the protection of Russian and foreign subjects at Tehran is, roughly speaking, as 
follows :— 


1 battery field artillery (8 guns). of 
2 companies sappers 

Labs Cossick Regiment, 
2 bate 














Thave been unable as yet to procure the numbers of the 
part in the above expedition. 





fantry units taking 


Thaye, &e, 
P, STEVENS. 





(27906) No. 291. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Recewed July 24.) 





THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Und 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous 
letter, India Office, the 16th April, 1909, copy of inclosures in a letter from the Foreign 
Secretary to the Government of India dated the 1st July, 1909, relative to assurances 
to be given to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 


India Office, July 23, 1909. 














Inclosure 1 in No, 291, 
Major Cox to Government of India, 


Sir, Bushire, June 12, 190! 

WITH ‘reference to my telegram dated the ath April, 1909, T have the 
honour to attach, for the information of the Government of India, copies of farther 
correspondence on the subject of the assurances to be given to the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah. 





Thave, &e. 
P. Z, COX, Major, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 291. 


Sir G. Barclay to Major Cox. 

(No, 99.) 

(Telegraphic) P. 
FOREIGN OFFI 


“Cox may inform Sheikh Khazal that whatever change of Government there may 
be in Persia His Majesty's Government are ready to give him the same support against 
finy encroachment on his rights as was promised him in 1902, Cox should also remind 
the Sheikh thab. the nesurunces of ls Majesty's Govorament. havo already. been 
qxtended to hin suoossore, Those successors wil presumably be is offpring. If tha 


does not satisfy him there is no objection to extending the guarantee already given to 
“his heirs and successor 


April 19, 1909. 





have wired as follows :— 














Thaye as yet received no instructions regarding the loan, 





Inclosure 3 in No, 291. 


Consul McDouall to Major Cox, 
(No, 54.) 
(Nelographic,) April 24, 1909. 
‘OURS of 20th about assurances to the Sheikh, 


Thave told Hajji Rais to tell the Sheikh the 








rst part of the Foreign Office 











Tnelosure 4 in No. 291, 





Major Cox to Sheikh of Mohammerah. 


(After the usual compliments) 

ON tho Ist Decomb 
Gov ty to repent to 
ment by his Excellency 


Mohammerah, May 16, 1909. 
1908, Uhad the honour, by the direction of His Majesty's 
our Excellency the assuranets given you on behalfof Govern 
Arthur Hardinge, British Minister at Tehrap letter of 
the 7th December, 1902, to your address, and to inform you that the British Government 
wore now prepared to extend those assurances to your successors, 

T was further directed to explain to you that the British Government had engaged 
to respect the integrity aud independencé of Persia and that that undertaking in itself 
involved the maintenance of the status quo in Persia, and thus included the continuance 
of the same state of autonomy which your Exeelleney at present enjoys. 

T was then to point out that it followed from tlie above that any external a 
on your Exeelleney would constitute an wet of infringement of that Per 
i has received recognition in the Anglo-Russian conventio 

While expressing your thanks for these amplified assuratices, you represented that 
they seomed to you ctily to safeguard you so long as Persia continued to exist as a 
wign State, and you pressed for a further assurance which would cover the 
contingency of Persia ceasing to exist as a sovereign State and the intervention or 
occupation by foreign Powers, 

You also exprossed doubt as to whether the 
immunity against unwarrantable encroachme: 
ment of His Majesty the Sliah, or whethei 
on the part of parliamentary’ governmen 
Excellency was informed that Great Br 
integrity of Persia, the British Gocernment were not, prope 

n the possibility of Persia ceasing to be a soverch 
pation of a foreign Power, but that inthe alike 
ly 


is assurances already given to your Exeelleney would become even more binding than 
potore, 
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Iwas further permitted to inform you that whatever change might take place in 
the form of government in Persia the British Government were prepared to give you 
the same support against any encroachment: on your rights as was promised to you in 
1902, and I was authorised to add that they were now prepared to extend the 
application of those assurances to your “heirs and successors,” 

Mr. MeDouall and I have informed you that, in our opinion the assurances as now 
extended and expressed, appeared to Satisfy all your requirements; but you have 
further requested that the words “heirs and successors” may be changed and the 
words “own successive male descendants” may be written instead; and you have gone 
‘on to express the hope that His Majesty's Government will be pleased to dispel the last 
sliadow of doubt from your mind regarding their own intentions in the future, by alding 
after the words “‘mals descendants” as above, the words “up to a period of 100 yours 
(or, if it be possible, 150 years). 

T cannot give your Excelleney any reply on this point without reference to Govern: 
ment, but I will lose no time in communicating to them your representations. 

Lam your Excellency’s sineere friend, 

P. Z, COX, Major, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 291, 


Major Coz to Sir G. Barclay, 

Sir, Bushire, June 12, 1909. 
IN continuation of the correspondence on the subject of the assurances to be given 
to the sheikh of Mohammerah, ending with your telogram No, 99, dated the 19th April, 


1909, T have the honour to report that at my Inst visit to the sheikh on the 15th und 
16th May, F discussed the question with him at length in the presence of Mr, McDouall, 
and finding him, as the latter anticipated, still not fully satisfied with the deduction 
that his successors would presumably be his offspring, T gave him the slightly extended 
guaranteo to cover his “heirs and successors,” as authorised by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, In the endeavour to persuade him that he had now got all he could: reasonably 


want, [went through the record with him once more, reading him the various assurances 
that had been hitherto given him, and at his desire addressed him w communication 
epitomising the recent fragmentary negotiations, and bringing the subject up to dato 
in a convenient form for his information. Of this letter T enclose a copy. 

‘The penultimate paragraph was included in order to. satisfy him that his final 
representation was taken note of, but before parting with him, it was agreed between 
us that-as [hoped very shortly to have the privilege of meeting your Exeelloney, it 
would be better that I should discuss his affairs with you personally, and he conse- 
quently doesnot expect an immediate reply to his est request 

Thave, &. 
P. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Kars, Sc. 





(28207) No. 292. 
Count Benckendorff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 24.) 


Dear Sir Edward, Russian Embassy, London, July 24, 1900. 
‘THE enclosed is the translation of a telegram I have received this morning. Tam 
instructed by M. Isvolsky to ask for your opinion in this matter. 
Yours sincerely, 
BENCKENDOREF. 


Inclosure in No. 292. 


Telegram communicated to Sir E, Grey by Count Benckendor{f 
(Traduetion.) 
LAMBASSADEUR de Turquie est venu signaler A M, Isvolsky de grands 
désordres survi cument & Kermansha. Dordre de son Gouvernement i ui a 
[168 30 

















166 


proposé, vu la proximité de cette ville de la fronti’re turque, d'y expédier un détache- 
ment de troupes ottomanes. M, Isvolsky a dit A Ambassadeur qu'il ne pouvait Iui 
donner de réponse sans avoir consulté le Cabinet de Londres. 

Invité par Ambassadeur & Ini exposer son opinion personnelle, M. Isvolsky lui a 
dit ce qui suit: 

Tl ya une différence essentielle dans les rapports entre la Perse et, d’un cdté, 
VAngloierre ot la Russio, et de Pantre Ia Turqui 

‘Tandis que les denx premibres Puissances ont fermément en vue de respecter 
Vintégrité de la Perse, In Turquie enlace & Urumiah des territoires incontestablement 
persaus, les officiers tures s'y arrogent des fonctions administratives, lévent des impdts 
et, par des moyens injustifiables, induisent la population A demander la sujétion 
turque, 

Em ontre cette présence de troupes ottomanes sur territoire persan a pris un 
caractire chronique ; elles ocenpent Urumiah déji depuis plusicurs années, peut-étre 
un peu moins ns i ce sujet qne les Cabinets de 
Londres ot de Saint-Pétersbourg ont adressé & plusieurs reprises au Gouvernement 
ottoman, et malgré les constantes assurances que le Gouvernement a données en réponse 
ces «éinarches, Dans opinion de M. Tavolsky Ia. présence sur territoire persan de 
troupes turques non seulement n'y rétablit pas le calme, mais au contraire augmente lo 
désordre, comme lo pronvent les incidents d’Urumiah et de Diliman. 

Los agents turques ii Téhéran et i Tabriz ont paru munis d'instruction 
de nature i calmer, plutot Ie contrairo, 

Cos considérations paraissent déja suffisantes & M. Isvolsky pour qu’un arrange- 
ment ico siijet avec le Gonvernement ottoman ne peut étre considéré comme motivé et 
opportun et que pour sa part il ne eroit pas pouvoir consentir & la proposition du 
Gouvernement ture dexpédior un détachement & Kermanshah, 
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(27981) No. 298. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 
(No. : 
(slogmphie, 

THE nes 
nance) 


moneys 


Tf no help is given, foreed contributions will, [ think, alone enable them to carry 


on tho administration of the country ; and any exactions of this sort would supply the 
Russian alarmists with an opportunity for compl: ty 


‘The two Governments cannot now, 1 presume, 
Assembly's sanction. Might not the two. banks, howove 
At 12 pet eont., repayable when the joint loan has be 

Knowing the need to he urgent, 1 od to telegraph to you on this 
question, although T have not yet had an opportunity of consulting my Russi 
colleague, who is at present indisposed, or the bank manager, who is in town, 









Ds Gulahek, July 24, 1909, 
Government has as yet made no mention officially of the question of 
tance; nevertheless, I have received a hint of their urgent need of 















’ without the 
nake © temporary advance 


n made ? 















(27980) No, 294, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 





Ms 526.) 
‘Tolegraphie,) P. 

\ CIRCULAR has 1 
provineial assemblies, 
put ar 





Gulahek, July 24, 1909. 
jovernment to the chief 

ig all possible steps to 
lent in their distri 









n addressed by the Persian 
urging upon them the necessity of tal 
1 to any anti-Russian agitation which may be prev: 
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{27989) SSUSEELS 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 
(No. 366.) 
(Telesraphic.) P. 

PERSIA. 

I was informed by M. Isvolsky this afternoon that instructions had been sent by 
the Turkish Government to their representative here to make enquiries as to how the 
Russian Government would view the dispatch of a foree of Turkish troops to Kerman- 
shah forthe protection of the lives and property of Turks and other foreigner 

His Excellency, in reply, had pointed out that every time a Turkish force had 
entered Persia their purpose appeared to have been, not the maintenance of order, but 
the oceupation of Persian territory and the creation of further disturbances. He had 
told the Turkish Ambassador that he would consult with His Majesty's Government, 
Tut that he would not hold out hopes that a’ favourable anawer would bo returned to 
the Ottoman Government. 


St, Petersburgh, July 24, 1909. 





[27990] 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 
(No. 367.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. 
RUSSIAN troops in Persia. ee 
Twas informed to-day by M, Isvolsky that the Acting Persian Foreign Minister 
had sent instructions to the Persian Minister here to enquire whether the Imperial 
Government would be ready now to. withdraw the Russian forces in Persia, Tn 
reply, M, Isvolsky had stated that until it was clear that the re-establishment of order 
was an accomplished fact it was impossible for the Russian Government to do so. 
dileney then proceeded to observe that further fighting was likely to take 
xe in Tehran and other places, Since this question had been raised by M. Isvolsity 
himself, I said that, admitting the outlook in North Persia to be uncertain, the Russian 
overnment could, as an alternative to keeping the force already dispatched at Kasvin, 
egation at Tehran to any strength which possible 
disturbances might render necessiry ; and this being done, the troops could be with- 
drawn from Kasvin. ‘To this M. Isvolsky first replied that the Persian Government 
would be sure to object if any troops were dispatched to ‘Tehran, and it would be said 
that such a step constituted intervention in Persian affuira. T suggested to his 
that ifthe Persian Government were informed that the legation guard at 
ugthened as a preliminary condition to the foree being withdrawn 
ry could be obviated: 
Upon this M. Isvoleky suid that he was unable to express an. opinion on the matter 
immediately, and that ink the question over, ‘The situation could best be 
been appointed Russian Minister in Tehran, when he 


St. Petersburgh, July 24, 1909. 


hed his pos 

Tnterviews have been published in. the newspepers here, pointing out, that to 
withdraw the troops is at present: inadvisable ; and it would appear that the persons 
interviewed are officials at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 





(19457) No. 297. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 110.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 24, 1909, 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 122 of the 15th ultimo, discussing a proposal 
for the provision of adequate protection for trade in the roads of Southern Persia, a 
subject also treated in your despatch No. 13, Commercial, of the 16th May last. 

Tcousider the proposal to be in itself an excellent one, but it is clear that, before 
steps can be taken to give practical effect to it, it must become the subject of an, 
exchange of views with the Russian Government, 

Before, however, submitting it to their consideration, I have thought it well to 
obtain the opinion of His Majesty’s Ambassador at St, Petersburgh, at present on leave 
of absence in this country, as to the attitude which they are likely to adopt towards it. 














‘ 168. 

Sir A. Nicolson has now informed me that he does not anticipate that the Russian 
Government will raiso any objections to the scheme as far as the British zone is 
concerned, but his Excellency considers that, before broaching the subject at 
St. Petersburgh, it would be well to ascertain whether the Russian Government 
themselves maintain any guards on the Julfa~Tabreez and Resht~Tehran roads, and, 
if s0, how they are organised and paid. 

Thave accordingly to request you to endeavour to obtain this information and 
forward it to me in due course. 

As regards the neutral zone, the Russian Government would no doubt wish to be 
consulted, while, in Sir A. Nicolson’s opinion, the Persian Government might raise 


objections to any scheme involving the employment of road guards under British 
oflicers. 





Tam, &. 
E. GREY. 





(27982) No. 298, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Rdiward Grey—(Received July 25.) 
(No, 627,) 2 
(Delegraphic.) B. Gulahek, July 25, 

YESTERDAY I recoived a visit from a leading member of the nationalist 
Gommitteo, he informed mo that-a loan raised from native merchants had brought in 
20,0001, to the Government, but that this sum could not suffice for the needs of 
administration until the Medjliss met in some four or five weeks! time, in spite of the 
strict economy which they wore practising. ‘They could not apply for foreign 
‘assistance after the constant declarations that no foreign loan could be recognised 
without the sanction of the assembly, and they looked to those who had eniehed 
tlipmsclvos under the late régime to contribute to the 

There would not he much harm in this ¥ 
oloment, which professed great indig 
probably make an exaggerated outery 
contribute in ‘Tehran, 

Roference is to my telegram No. 62 

















needs. 
not for the Russian alarmist 
practices in Kazvin, and would 
new Government compelled’ persons to 



















(27983) 





Sir G. Burelay to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received July 25.) 


(No, 628.) 
(Polegraphic.) P, 

1 HAVE received the following telegram, 
y's noting cousu al at Nabroe 


25, 1909, 
rd July, from His 


Gulahek, July 
No. 173 of the 2 








ist night tho Tuskish consul-genoral loft. Sattar and Bagher Khans, however, 
Hore in their own houses and do not appear to contemplate leaving Persia, 

Could a hint be conveyed to the central Government as to the desirability of 
fummoning these nien to Tehran, or of removing them from Tabreez on any oihor 


Honourable pretext? ‘Phe more moderate among: the nationalists here are ansinue foe 
their departure. 

















‘The ‘Tehran nationalist committee are endeavouring to encourage the two khans to 
come hero, ‘They will find their own level easier here than in Tabreez, and I thick i 
would be the best thing for them to come to the eapital 

T mention the nationalist committee in the preceditig paragraph, 
that this committeo was elected by the extraordinary 
convoked on the 17th ultimo and decided upon the deth 
‘The committee was elected nominally for the 
Government is in its hands. 





Tshould explain 
grand council which was 
t hrouement of Mohamed Ali 
guidance of the Cabinet. In reality 












(No. 


willi 








from 





pos 
mon 


(27984) 


(Telegraphic) P. 


t him to give up the cron tho | r 
prepared to pay hin an annuity of 26,000 tomans, Mohamed Ali Mirza expressed. his 


league. F d 
Imperial Bank, which were counted during the late régime as Government debts, but 
which the assembl 


Government would adopt, but, if wo fail to support the bank against the Medjliss' 
Feasible eauanton, the at’a exten will bo ts only uralablo soouity for tioit 


No. 300. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 25.) 
Gulahek, July 25, 1909. 


THE nationali if yesterday sent a deputation to wait upon the ex-Shah, 
Sn ae pecai and to state that the Government were 


629. 





ingness to resign the jewels, and steps are to be taken to check them. ‘The exShah 


i i iscussi ion of pension; 

erred the deputation to M. Sabline for the discussion of the question of pension; 

subsequently he complained’ i my Russian colleague that the sum proposed was 
sufficient. 


His late Majesty would have, in addition to the State pension, the income arising 
his private estates, computed roughly at 20,000), per annum by my Rassian 
We must, however, bear in mind that considerable sums are owing to the 





possibly not look upon in the same light. eat 
Should tho assembly raise this question T do not know what attitude His Majesty's 











ey. 


Phere may be heavy charges against the Shah's property, as there are, I under~ 





stand, others in the same position as the bank. 














that 





Mr. 


(Telegraphic.) P. 


governor-goneral has 





Major Cox to d 





(27985) No. 801, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received July 26.) 
(No. 630.) 


Gulahek, July a we 
BARN is Majesty's consul at Shiraz that the representative of the new 
TUBAEN Sea a from Goverament House by the tial levies, and 
the telegraph office at Abadeh has reported that Bonet Don he Cae ae the 
beni, with foroo estimated at 10,000 men, has actually stared foo Shiraz. 
Bill begs me to authorise the immediate departure from Bushire of reinf forcement Y 
T have felt it incumbent , in viow of these circumstances, to instruct 
sopoys at once, ; : 
jan Government and my Russian colleague of this step. 
















Tam apprising the Pei 








[28 


Sir, 


subr 


M 


(No. 554.) 


(No. 66/615.) 
Sir, 


the use of their influence was made by our respective Gove 


1019) No. 302. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 26.) . 


Constantinople, July 15, 1909. 
WITH reference to your telegram No. $22 of the 26th May, I have the honour to 


forward herewith a despatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay, consul-general of Bagdad, 


of letters written by him to the’ Ulemas of Mesopotamia, 





mitting translat 


enjoining on them to do their utmost to restore peace in Persia, 


Thaye, &. 
HNO AGERARD LOWDHER, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 302. 
Consul-General Ramsay to Sir G. Lowther. 


Bagdad, June 11, 1909 
WITH reference to your Excellency’s telegram of the 10th June, 1909, T have the 


honour to forward, for your Excelleney's information, a translation of my letter to the 


jtabids. z Ta ee cieaie ees 
The Russian consul-general wished to inform the Dasitaliae oath a foe 
2 





[1685] 
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accept a draft which I proposed in which the consular representatives made the request, 
Finally, we compromised and accepted the enclosed form. I should not have done this, 
as it seemed to go rather beyond my instructions, had not the Russian Ambassador's 
telegram become public property owing to its having been sent en clair, as well as a 
lites ezplantory lepine saying that the joint representation was required as an 
answer to a request made to the Czar, to the effect, I think, that Russian troops should 
be recalled from Persian territory. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) J, RAMSAY, Lieuenant-Colovel, Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General, Bagdad, 








Tnelosure 2 in No. 802, 
Consul-General Ramsay to Mujlahids of Karbala and Nedjef. 


(ranslation.) June 11, 1909. 
IN sending you herewith the translation of a telegram which I have received from 

his Excellency the Ambassador of Great Britain at Constantinople, I beg you to do all 

that is in your power to restore peace in Persia, 





Tnclosure 3 in No, 302, 
Consul-General Ramsay 10 Chief Mujtahids at Samarra and Kadhimain, 


(@eanslation.) 

TSEND you the translation of a telegram that T have 
the Ambassador for Great Britain at Constantinople. Bi 
the Mujtahids of Samarra and Kadhimain also. to do all 
restore peace in Persia, 


June 11, 1909. 
veived from his Excelleney 
his Excellency’s orders, I ask 
that lies in their power to 









(28042) 





Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey. —(Received July 26.) 
No, 579.) 








Sir, Therapia, July 21, 1909. 
T HAVES the hononr to transmit to you herewith paraphrase’ of the ‘telegram 
which, in accordance with the ed in ‘am No. 404 of the 









15th instant, I dispatched to Il jesty’ 
form the Mujtehids of the objects and fi 
the same i 
Tovernment. 





r dl, directing him to 
tt of Russian action in Persia, but at 
ne to abstain from any comments on the assurances of the Russian 











LT have, &e, 
GERARD LOWTHER. 
———— 


Tnelosure in No, 303, 
Sir G. Lowther to Consul-General Ramsay. 


(Telegraphie.) _P. Constantinople, July 16, 1909. 
WITH reference to your telegram regarding the offer made by’ the Persian 
Mujtohids, the Russian Government stated expressly that their object in dispatching 
troops is to ensure that the lives and property of foreigners may be protected, and te 
Keep open the communications between ‘Tehran and the outside. ‘They add that it is 
their attention that their forees shall leave the country immediately after effecting these 
objects. ‘The fact that, somewhat before the present troubles, act ting on the advice of 
the British and Russian Legations, not only did the Shah re-establish the constitution, 
but also promulgated an electoral law which was characterised as democratic by the 
British representative, while at the same time the Nationalist cause would have received 














71 


its death-blow in Tabreez had it not been saved by the arrival of the Russian soldiery, 
are enough to show that there is no intention of restoring tho Shah to despotic power. 
‘The best course for the Mujtehids to follow, if they wish to ensure the departure 
of the troops, is to recommend conciliatory behaviour to their compatriots 
You should give them to understand the above, while abstaining from making any 
comment on the assurances of the Russian Government. 





28247] No. 304. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 26.) 
(No. 438.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, July 17, 1909, 

T CALLED on the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday morning to make a 
comunnication to him respecting the situation in Shiraz, and his Excellency informed 
ine that he had just received the news of the Shah having taken refuge in the Russian 
legation. ME Isvolsxy, who appeared to consider this event as being asa matter of course 
equivalent to the abdication or detironement of Mohammed Ali, said that the intellie 
gence came to him as a'relief, Russia had had no desire to support Mohammed Ali, 
Bathe had been suspected of such a desi, and that constructs had hoe wrongly 
put on her actions. ‘The situation would now at any rate become clearer, 

His Excellency went on to speak of the attitude which the Russian Government 
would take up in the new condition of things, He said that they would await events, 

those who had now obtained control of aflains in Tehran were able to 
establish an effective Government, Russia would intimate to whatever 
Government was set, up in Persia that she would recognise them if they showed that 
they were capable of establishing order, but that if they proved incapable of 40 doing 
(this M. Tavolsky suid with considerable emphasis), Russia would herwel? tako the 
sary for the protection of her interests, 
at I thoughtin recognising any Government which eflectively established its 
the poliey of the Russian Government would be at one with that of His 
sjesty’s Government, 

Thave had the honour to report in my despatch No, 427 of the 8th instant and 
in other despatches, the Minister for Foreign Affairs in our previous conversations has 
spoken of the disappearance of Mohammed Ali as of an eventuality which he 
viewed with the greatest: apprehension, and has expressed the opinion that it, would 
result in a condition of anarchy and brigandage which would in all. probability, 
on a serious scale. Now that the event has actually 
8) M. Iavolsky appears to view the situation with more optimism than might 
have been expected, which is of course die to the great moderation and good sense 

shown by the popular leaders in the first moment of victory, 

Thave, &e, 
HUGH O'BELRNE, 


PS—Since the above was written 1 have received your telegram No, 919 of 
i's date, and Tam addressing a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. stating 
that the attitude of His Majesty's Government will be the same as tht of the Russian 
Government, but that His Majesty's Government will consult with him before definitely 
reooguising iny Government that niay be established in Persia, 
H, O'B, 


—ee———eEe—————————— 
(28200) No. 305. 


India Office to Foreiga Office —(Received July 26,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous letter 
from Foreign Office, 21st July, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 22nd July, 
lative to the position of the British community at Kerman. 


India Office, July 24, 1909, 
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(28209) No. 307. 


Tnclogure in:No.'805. Admiralty to Foreign Office. —(Received July 26.) 
(Confidential, 
& » Admiralty, July 26, 1909. 

T AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
tho information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, decypher of a telegram, 
fated the 25th July, from His Majesty's ship “Sphinx” at Bushire respecting affairs 
at Shiraz. 

'A copy has also been sent to the India Office, 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic.) P. India Office, July 22, 1909. 
KERMAN. Seo my telegram dated the 16th July. 
‘Telegram received through His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran from Consul at 

Kerman states that no other danger is anticipated if Baluchi advance is stopped by 

our warning. It will otherwise be necessary for community consisting of 12 men, 

8 women, and 7 infants to hold out with local help until relieved, as transport is not 

available, Action, if any, taken by Political Officer, Chagai, as well as suggestions as 

to other possible action, should be telegraphed as soon as possible. 





Tam, ke. 
C, I. THOMAS. 














Tnclosure in No. 807. 
(28269) No, 306. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 26.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previons 
letter, India Office, of the 24th July, 1909, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated 
the 21th July, relative to the situation in Persia, 


India Office, July 26, 1909. 


His Majesty's ship “Sphinx” to Admiralty, 


Telegraphic.) P. Bushire, July 25, 1909. 
: coast of consul-general, acting on authority of His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran, a naval detachment with Maxim gun, Lieutonant Lang in command, will leave 
tonight, in company with reinforeements of sepoys, for Shiraz in consequence of 
further disturbances there. 











[28274] No. 308. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 26.) 





ee (econo) P. Gulahek, July 26, 1909. 
MAY T request instructions as to whether I should await the opportunity afforded 
+ the presentation of my new credentials to offer the congratulations of His Majesty 
verament to the new Shab, or do so now? : ae 
Reon ML. Sabline is also enquiring as to the wishes of his Government on this subject. 





Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(elegraphic.) July 24, 1909, by 
SITUATION at Kerman, 
Your. telegrams of the 16th and 22nd July, pol 
warning, in sense of tele of the 12th July f rat Tehran, 
to tribes who took pari in recent Narmashir raid as well dars Bahram 
Khan and Syed Khan, A message has also been sent to Sardar Syed Khan by 
Resident, Persian Gulf, warning him against movement attributed to id 
informing him that constity ment has been es ‘Tehran. 
Consill at Kerman telegraphed as follows on the 2nd July : 
“Things are all safe now that a constituted authority has 
as Govertior is really coming, ‘The air i 
disturbod, Kerman will be normal.” ... . . 
‘Vologram dated the 22nd July from Re 
improvement in position at Shi Reinforcement is not, therefore, 
immediate urgency. In light of unpopularity which action of Russians in Northern 
Porsin has excited, it is desirable on political grounds that we should, as long as 
possible, defer the movement of troops. But emergency may arise in view of 
anarchieal position in Persia, In that event, movement of small isolated detachments, 
such as that suggested for relief of Shiraz, is strongly deprecated by military 
authorities. Armed intervention, whether force be large or small, would probably 
involve much the samo loss of popularity. It is preferable, in the circumstances, that 
force: sullicient to guarantee success should be employed rather than that regrettable 
incidents, which might result. in operations on a larger scale, should be risked. This 
‘our concurrence, and we suggest that not less than one regiment should be 
0 and another to Bunder Abbas, should necessity of relieving Shiraz or 
Kerman again arise. It would, in any caso, be impracticable to withdraw consul and 
European community from Kerman to Bunder Abbas, Birjand, or Yezd, ‘There is no 
other possible action that we can suggest, 
(Rtepeated to Tehran.) 






















































(27996) c No. 309. 
Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 26.) 















ieee .) P. Bushire, July 26, 1909. 
DISTURBANCES at Shiraz, ¢ . 
Fifty men and one Maxim gun left to reinforee troops ab Shiraz last night, viz, 
Y TGsowars, 1 native officer, 1 British naval and 1 military Voutenant, 5 Royal 
nd an assistant surgeon, 









heen re-established, and 
quite cleared. Unless capital is agai 










Marines, 























(27985) No. 310. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 








No, 964, 
(isegraphie) P, Foreign Office, July 26, 1909. 
DISTURBANCES at Shiraz (seo Bushire telegram No. 759 of to-day and ‘Tehran 
telegram No. 630 of yesterday repeated to you). “ 
You should explain to Minister for Forejgn Affairs that reinforcements have been 
sont on recommendation of His Majesty's Gonsul-general at Bushire, who considers 
situation likely to entail trouble. 
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127989) No. 311. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’ Beirne. 
‘No. 9651) 
(oegeethiey P Foreign Office, July 26, 1909. 

AN enquiry has been made by Turkish Ambassador here with regard to dispatch 
of Turkish troops to Kermanshah, similar to that reported by you in telegram No. 365 
of the 24th July. 

Treplied that, in my opinion, the 
force, and that, besides, from what I hi 
‘been restored, 





imation did not call for the sending of a foreign 
heard, it appeared that order had already 








[27752] No. 312, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 
(No, 821. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 26, 1909. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No, 291, Confid , of the 22nd 
instant, relative to the appointment of the Nast-ul-Mulk as Prime Minister and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Persia, 

T have to request your Excellency to inform the Nasr-ul-Mulk that His Majesty's 
Government are glad to learn that he has accepted these appointments, but that, in 
viow of the present situation in Persia, they earnestly hope that he will hasten his 


departure for that country, as it is important on public grounds that he should enter 
on his duties without delay. 








Tam, &. 
E, GREY 





[28204] No, 318, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
(No. 219.) 
Sir, 

‘THE ‘Turkish Ambassador informed Sir C. 
according to information received by his Gove 
Kormanshah, and that Riftat Pasha had sugested 
His Majesty's Government, of a detachment of 1 
frontier to maintain order. 

Sir ©, Hardinge told Tewfik P, 
possession of His Majesty's Governn 
that, in any case, there’ 
place, 

fis Wxcolleney said that he would telegraph to hi 


Foreign Office, July 26, 1909. 

rdinge on the 21st instant that, 
went, there were disturbances at 
he dispatch, with the consent of 
urkish troops across the Persian 



































accord 
ler had hi 
for the 





to the information in the 
n restored at Kermanshiah, and 
patch of foreign troops to’ that 











vernment in that sense. 
Tam, &c, 
E.GREY. 








(26684) No. 314, 
Horeign Office to cinylo-Persian Oil Company. 
Sir, 


- 2 Foreign Office, July 26, 1909. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 13th instant relative to the desire of your company to possess an 

independent translation of the Persian original of tho agreement, signed on. the 

15th November, 1905, betwgen Mr. W, K, D'Arcy and the concessions syndicate on 
mart and the Bakhtiati Khans on the other part, 


Tan form you, in reply, that a copy af your letter will be forwarded to His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran with instructions to 


forward it to Sir E. Grey in due course for transm 
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[27814] No. 315. 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 





Sir, Foreign Office, July 26, 1909. 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 22nd instant relative to the arrangement made between your company and 
the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 
Tam to inform you in reply that you have correctly interpreted Sir B, Grey’a 
hes in arranging for the payment to the sheikh of the whole sum of 16,5000. in 
igns, and that a telegram has been addressed to His Majesty's consul-general at 
hire informing him that 10,0001, of this amount should be advanced as a loan from 
is Majesty's Government. 

Major Cox has also been informed that your company will do their utmost. to 
comply with the sheikh's request. that overt operations may be delayed till the present 
is in Tehran is over, but that it will be difficult to do this for long on account of the 
expected arrival in September of one-half of the pipe line. 

‘The telegram sent added that your company will maintain secrecy as to tho 
execution and details of the agreement. 





wit 














Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLRI 








(28396) No, 316, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey, (Received July 27.) 





632.) 
legraphic.) _P. 


Gulahek, July 27, 1909. 
TH. 


Jato Shah and his family, alone of the Russian bastis, are, presume, to be 
Jas under Anglo-Russian protection, and that Amir Jang. and othors, who 
mpanied the Shah, must merely be regarded as ordinary bastis under Russian 
ion. 
‘The Persian Government are anxious to bi 
that the question becomes one of considerable 
Tam endeavouring to bring about a sottlement similar to tliat obtained Jast_year 
regarding the guarantees for our bastis (please seo your telegram No, 145 of tho 
July, 1908), but I fear that there may be difficulties, since Russian amour-propre 
noment very sensitive, and the new Persian Government are most unwilling 
stated to by Russ 

















1 some of these persons to jum 
mportance 





6, 80 

























(28405) No, 817. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewwel July 27.) 
(No. 369. Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, July 27, 1909. 

ENCROACHMEN'TS on Persian territory, 

T was this afternoon shown by the Turkish Ambassador a telegram which he 
had received from his Government, according to which reports had reached the Porte 
to the effect that positions on the River Araxes, near 'Tcholdja, in Persian territory, had 
been occupied by Russian cavalry and infantry in considerable force. 

T subsequently saw M. Sazonow, the acting Foreign Minister, who spoke as if no 
fuch movement had come to his knowledge. He told me, however, that the Imperial 

ry authorities had received information to the effect that the Turkish forces now. 
Sinn territory amounted to five or six battalions. 






























on Pei 
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(28458) No. 318. 
‘Treasury to Foreign Office.—( Received July 28.) 
se Bien) Treasury Chambers, July 27, 1909. 


I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury 
Mr, Mallet's letter of the 26th May last and the enclosed copy of correspondence with 
the India Office in regard to the financial arrangements involved in the proposed 
transfer of the ‘'ehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratabad telegraph lines. 

‘The India Office propose that any increase of charge consequent on the transfer 
over and above a sum of 20,000 rupees per annum to be borne, as hitherto, by India 
lone, should be equally divided between the Imperial and Indian exchequers; and 
having regard to the representations of Sir E. Grey in support of this view, my Lords 
sanction the proposal in principle pending the conclusion of such an agreement with 
Persia as will enable definite financial proposals to he made, on the understanding that 
the cost will be a charge upon the diplomatic and consular vote, which appears to my 





Lords to be the proper vote for the purpose in view of the political character of the 
transaction. 


Tam, &e, 
G. 8. MURRAY. 





(28503) No. 319, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 28.) 
(No, 633.) Peet 
Telegraphic.) Hn clair. Tehran, July 28, 1909, 
CRARAN.clctons for assembly fixed 6th, 7th, and 8th August. Will’ be held 
‘under new electoral lav. 





(28274) No. 820. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclau. 
(Wo. 402.) 
(Pelographie,) P. 
NEW Shah. & 2 . * 
You may join your Russian colleague in offering congratulations to new Shab in 
the sense of any instructions which he may receive from his Government. 
(Sce your telogram No. 631 of the 26th July.) : 


Foreign Office, July 28, 1909. 


















(22896) 





No, 321. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

No, 403;) 

‘Velegraphic.) P. 
REVOLUTION in ‘Tehran. f . 
You should endeavour to obtain a settlomenit with regard to bastis on the lines you 

suggest in telegram No. 632 of yesterday 
Your interprotation of our obligation: 


Foreign Office, July 28, 1909. 








in this connection is correct. 








[28207] No. 322. 


Sir Kdteard Grey to Count Benckendorft 








Dear Count Benekendorff, Foreign Office, July 25, 1909 
I HASTEN to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter of the 24th July, asking my 

opinion on the proposal of the Turkish Government to send a detachment of troops to 

maintain order at Kermanshah, 

made a communication here on the 21st July similar to that made by 

‘Purkhan Pasha at St. Petersburgh, and was told that, according to the information in 
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the possession of His Majesty's Government, order had been restored at Kermanshab, 
and that, in any case, there was no necessity for the dispatch of foreign troops to that 
place. 
T may add that we concur in the observations made by M. Isvolsky on the subject. 
Thave, &. 





GREY. 





[28616] No. 323. 
The Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.— (Received July 29.) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, E.C., 
Sir, July 27, 1909, 

THAVE the honour to draw your attention to the situation of this company as 
regards the Karun-Sultanabad Road, the Burujird-Ispahan Road and the Kum-lspahan 
Road, which have not yet been completed. Our road concession expires in the 
summer of 1912, but the grave political troubles and the generally unsettled stato of 
the country have made it quite impossible for us to execute these works, We request 
that His Majesty's Legation at Tehran will inform the Persian Government inthis 
sense, in order that when the proper time arrives an extension of the period covered 
by the concession may be obtained. 

Thaye, &e. 


H, W. MACLEAN, Secretary. 





(28622) N 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 29.) 


Sir, 5 India Office, July 28, 1909, 
WITH reference to your letters of the 1dth aud 21st July as to the situation at 
Kerman, I am directed to refer to the telegraphic correspondence with tho Vicoroy on 
the subject,* of which copies have already been communicated to the Foreign Ollice, 
Tt will be observed that the latest telegram received by the Government of India 
from the consul at Kerman indicates that danger there is over, at any rate for the 
present, But the Government of India consider that the withdrawal of the British 
community from Kerman to Yezd, Birjand, or Bunder Abbas. would be impracticable. 
‘They draw attention to the risk of employing on relief operations small forces such as 
that whic ing sent up to Shii 
‘he situation doos not appear to Lord Morloy to diffor essentially from that of 
1907, when the policy of His May y's Government was conveyed to the’ Goverdment 
of India in the telegrams to the Viceroy of the 6th November and 18th December, 
Copies of the telegrams exchanged with the Viceroy on that occasion aro enclosed for 
of reference. It will be s tho: Vicoroy's tolograms of the, 12th 
and 22nd December, 1907, that the Government of India had then prepared a scheme 
for the dispatch from India, if necessary, of columns of sufliciont strength to secure 
order and maintain communications with tle coast. 
Lord Morley would enquire whether Sir HE, Grey considers it desirable in existing 
circumstances to warn the Government of India to be ready to dispatch troops to. the 
gulf at a very short notice should such action be required, subject to the understanding 
aurrived at in the telegram to the Vieeroy of the 18th December, 1907, and the Viceroy’s 
reply of the 22ud idem, It is clearly desirable to avoid, if possible, the dispatch into 
ie interior of small forces such as that which it has been found necessary to send to 
Shiraz. 


B24, 























































Tam, & 


(Signed) GODLEY, 











+ To Viceroy, July 16 and 22, 190 
t Viceroy, January 17, December 
December 18, 1907. 





from ditto, July 24, 1900, 
‘and 22, 1907; to ‘ditto, Febroary 9 and 18, November 6, and 
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[28652] No. 825. 








Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 29.) 
(No, 634.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulakek, July 29, 1909. 
T HAVE received the following Private and Very Confidential telegram from His 


Majesty's acting consul-general at ‘Tabreez :-— 


“T suspect, from conversations which I have had with Russian general and officers, 
that they are contemplating the possibility of making preparations for passing the 
winter liere, Such a stay would probably necessitate the collection of considerable 
supplies and the acquisition of quarters in the town for the men. The occupation 
would thus be invested with an unpleasant appearance of permanency ; and, moreover, 
after the protracted winter stay, the military authorities would perhaps be more 
reluctant to move. 

“ho new governor-general is expected to arrive shortly by way of Julfa, and 
the Persian Government should immediately dispatch a foree to Tabreez, ‘The arrival 
of a governor without a suitable force would, I am afraid, make no impression on the 
military authorities, but if they were to learn that such a force were already on its way, 
they might pause in their preparations, 

“Winter sets in here considerably earlier than at the capital.” 


I shall urgo upon the Persian Government the nec for sending a large foree 
of Cossacks to meet the new governor, but I am afraid that difficulties may be caused 
by lack of money. If the necessity should arise, may T advise the bank manager to 

st charge_on our share of the joint loan eventually to be made to the 
nmont, a sufficient sum for this purpose? It would hardly seem necessary, 
although I should mention the matter to M. Sabline, to consult the Russian Govern 
ment on this question, ‘ 
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(28644) * No. 
Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 





Sir G, Barclay to S 
(No, 685.) 
(Polograph 
ZAL-ES-SULTAN, 

Constantinople anjuman has tel 
obtain Regency must be frustrated, 





‘Tehran, July 29, 1909. 








raphed to Samsam that Zil 





Sultan’s attempt to 











28653]) 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 20.) 
‘eloggeapliie.) Py Gulahek, July 29, 1909. 
WITH reference to your telogram No. 393 of the 21st July, I have received the 
following telegram, No. 767 of the 28th July, from His Majesty's consul-general at 
Bushire :— 


“1 hayé received a reply from Sir W. Willeocks to the effect that the projects 
should prove remunorative, and that the execution does not appear difiicult. He enters 
fully into tho details of the preliminary work which could be best taken in hand 

mediately by Mr, Wilson, so as to profit by the season of low water, and promises in 
October or Noveinber next to visit tlie country concerned, and to give his final opinion 
there, aided by the necessary surveys, which should then have been completed by 
Mr, Wilson. 

“May I be authorised to instruct Mr, Wilson to start, with the shoikh of 
Mohanmierah’s conenr nd co-operation, as soon as an opportunity offers, 

“Ho would remain continually in communication with Mohammerab, and, should 
circumstances necessitate it, would return there occasionally. 





























Lshould be glad of your instructions on this subject. 
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(28646) No. 328. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29. 
(No. 637.) sf ee Hee 
(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, July 29, 1909. 
LAST night the correspondent of the “Novoe Vremya,” my Russian colleague 
tells me, sent a most mischievous telegram to his paper, stating that Russian prestige 
is being undermined by the efforts of this legatio 
Tdo not need to assure you that this allegation is entirely unfounded, Indeed, I 
am, with the fullest support of my staff, doing everything to discourage the new 
government from taking any action likely to wound Russian amour-propre ot to weaken. 
their prestige. Unfortunately, an idea prevails here, which no doubt owes much to 
foreign intriguers, that British policy has gained a victor 




















(28655) No. 329, 
anon Sir F, Cartwright to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 


(Telegraphic.) _P. Vienna, July 29, 1909. 









mind to return 
to-day, haying re 





to Persia, starting tom 
eived a message that he 
me to call upon him. Twas accompanied by the Secretary of the Russian Pmbassy 
(the Ambassador being away), The latter had beon instructed by his Government. to 
tell the Prince that he was free to go through Russian territory on his journey to 





















Porsia, and that due respect would be shown to him. Zil-es-Sultan was evidently 
pleased at this intimation, and he gave us further assurances of his intention to 





conform to the advice of the British and Russian Ministers in Tehran and to do nothing 
to disturb the peace. 
He said he was going to stay in the Regent's house at ‘Tehran, who was closely 


ed to his mother and an old friend of his own. He hoped to arrive within a 
fortnight. 











(28646) No. 330, 


Sir Edward Gre Mr. O' Beirne. 

(No. 988) rey to Mr. O' Beirne. 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN co-operation in Persia. 

se point out to Russian Government, that His Majesty's Government consider 

rable that they should prevent publication of untrue and mischeivous 

teports such as those contained in telegram No. 637 of to-day from Tehran, Substance 
of above telegram should be communicated to Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


Foreign Office, July 29, 1909. 
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(28745) No. 331. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received July 30.) 


‘Telegraphic,) P. Gulahek, July 30, 1909. 

‘BH Nationalists have arrested Mufaker-ul-Mulk, who some days ago left: the 
shelter of the Russian Legation and started in disguise for Mazanderan, presumably in 
order to stir up dissaffection in that province against the existing Government. He was 
brought to ‘Tehran, where he was tried before a special tribunal and found guilty of 
several murders, including that of the refugees at Shahabdul Azim, which I reported 
in my despatch No, 71 of the 26th March. He was sentenced to death and executed 
yesterday, 

Tt transpires, unfortunately, that he was provided with some written assurance of 
Russian protection, No arrangement, however, had been entered into between the 
Russian Legation and the Persian authorities concerning him; and the Persian 
Government consider that their failure to invite the Russian Legation tosend a member 
of thoir staff to attond the trial was excused by this latter fact, 

‘Although the Porsian Government's interpretation is a natural one, we cannot 
oxpect Russia, in view of present circumstances, to let the matter pass without. a sharp 
protest, Ishall do my best to persuade the Persian Government to show due con 
Aideration for Russian anour-prepre in thelr reply, aud to assure Russian, chargé 
alfaires that, should Russian protection be afforded to the remaining bastis, they will 
respect these guarantees. 

Yostoray, Sani Hazrat, formerly at the head of the Shah's roughs, was also 
oxeuuted, 


(No. 638.) 
































[28751] No. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received July 30.) 





(No, 63 
(Pelegraphie.) P. 

T LWARN from my Russian col 
Russia. Itis highly improbable that he 





Gulahek, July 30, 1909. 
hat Colonel Linkhoff has been recalled to 
il resume his duties here. 








[28750] No. 383. 


Mr. O'Beirae to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30.) 
(No. 870.) 
(Welographic) P. St. Petersburgh, July 80, 190: 

CORRESPONDENT of “ Novoe Vremya” at Tehran, 

Please refer to your telegram No. 982 of yesterday's date. 

I saw tho Actinig Minister for Foreign Aifairs to-day, and made a communication 
in accordance with you ions. M, Suzonow said that great importance was not 
attached hy the Impe ent to the telegrams sent by the correspondent in 
question. Novoo Vr sa most diflicult paper with which to deal, but 
ie would see if it were possible to hint to the editor that the attitude adopted by their 
correspondent at ‘Tehrau was producing mischievous effects. 

‘Thore is a telegram from Wehran in to-day’s issue of the journal which, as no 
telegram from ‘Tehran appeared in yesterday's issue, must be the one of which the 
Russian chargé d'affaires spoke to Sir G. Barclay. There is, however, no complaint in 
it against His Majesty's legation, aud it merely states that the present Government in 








































‘ohran are hostile to Russia and friendly to Germany and England. From this it 
would appear that the telegrams received by the “ Novoe Vremya” from their corre- 





spondont are toned down before publication, : 
Colonel Liskhoff, according to a current report, is relinquishing his post as 
commaucler of the Cossack brigade. ‘This report is confirmed by M. Sazonow. 
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(28652) No. 334, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 407.) _ 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 30, 1909. 

WITH regard to suggestion in your telegram No, 634, Very Confidential, of the 
20th July, I think it better not to advise the bank manager as to an advance to 
the Persian Government. 

Should he apply to you, however, you may say that the guaranteo of the new Persian 
Government for a temporary advance would be quite admissible, since they have been 
recognised both by Great Britain and by Russia, and that it would presumably receive 
the sanction of the Mediliss if it were a small advance and absolutely essential to carry 
on the Government. 

You should, however, do nothing without consulting M. Sabline, especially in 
regard to matters connected with ‘Tabreez, and any advance should. be made jointly by 
the British and Russian Banks. 








[28852] No, 335. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received August 2, 

(No, 610.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Gulahek, Ansust 2, 1909. 
THE Indo-European Telegraph Department propose dispatching repair parties on 

the Ist October from Bushire and Robat, and unless there is an unexpected improve- 

neat Etats otveis punakey, (eter packy vl easel ael OOreoR TT TaERe 
Subject to your approval, I propose to apply to the Persian Goverument for escorts 

of Persian troops, warning them at the same time that, if these troops are not ready nt 

the places and on the date required, guards of British-Indian soldiers will bo employed. 















(28853) 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 
(No. 641.) ‘ ee Meerite set) 
(Telegraphic. 1 Gulahek, August 2, 1909. 
PLEASE seo your telegrams Nos, 291 and! 302 of the 11th and 17th June 


respectiy: 
_ The newly appointed Minister of Telegraphs has requested the Indo-Ruropean 
Telegraph Department to undertake, in the autumn of this year, the construction of the 
second line to Shahrud. 

In view of the necessity of postponing any mention of the proposed exchange of the 
Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nastatabad lines until the Avabistan telegraph convention 
Has auntie 29 (Ghis aaseably, re aballeyaid anita reply Se tac tiolerection 
of the Shahrud wire, as our answer must depend on the progress of the negotiations 
for exchange of lines 














(28854) No. 387. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received August 2.) 
(No, 642) Z ie! at) 
(elograp hic.) P. Gulahek, August 2, 1909, 

DURING the last fortnight little progress has, 1 am afraid, been made towards 
ensuriug the departure of hislate Majesty. ‘The Persian Government is still engaged in 
efforts to rocover eartain jowols, sid to be of great value, which the ox-Shah clans a¢ 
his own property, but which are nevertheless asserted to belong to the Crown. 

In the course of the recent trials there have been disclosures very damaging for 
Mohammed Ali, which, if skilfully used by the Persian Government, should induce him 
to come to a compromise, 

(1665) aA 
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i i jewels is 
that there will be no further delay when oneo the question of the jewel 
ettlal’ ‘The Ressan Government, L understand, contemplate an addition to Maine ot 
‘Als civil list, and if necessary T think that we could persuade the Persian Government 


to raise their original offer. 











[28896 No. 338. 

Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 
(No. 130.) 
Sir, 





Gulahek, June 28, 1909. 
copy of a despatch which T 
hire in regard to the with- 
ce from His Majesty's ship 





I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith 
have received from His Majesty's consul-zeneral at Bu 
drawal of the force of blujackets landed at that pl 
“Rox” a : pee 
T venture to suggest that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty may be 
requested. to convey to. tho officers concerned the anpresiation of Major Cos for the 
services rendered by them during a period of considerable difficulty and anxiety. 

i ve, ke, 
G. BARCLAY, 















1 





Tnclosure in No, 338, 
Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 


Bushire, May 23, 1909. 
d the 19th instant, I have the 








N amplification of my telegram No. 161, d 
wert es Rport that, my consular colleagues having assured me, in answer tom 
nquivies, that they were no longer under ‘ny apprehension a8 to the safety of thet 
nationalists, and, sayy no objection to the withdrawal of our men, and his Hxeelleney 
the Derya Bei having given me sitistictor and written assurances regarding 
tho futiire maintenance of order and security on. en on shore fom 
His Majesty's ship “ Fox” were withdrawn, half on the 10th on the 20th. 

His Majesty's ship“ ox” horself left for Bombay at dusk on the 

‘Tivo stibsidived vessels of the Persian Gulf Squadron—His M 
pander Litehfield (who has now resumed the duties « 
rom Guptain A, 'T, Hunt, of the * Bo: 
“Tapwing!—are at present in harbour under ordinar 

niin for the present, aoe 
ee cues tau opportunity of apprising you of my great appreciation of 
the hearty cooperation and judicious counsel which I received at all times from 
Captain Hunt, aid alo ofthe Helpful part played by the acre under his direction, 

ininediate charge of the two pasties of, lugjackots located respectively atthe 
rosideney and custom-house, as well as of the excellent bearing and good-fellowship 
évincod by the mon themselves in their close daily intercourse with the Indian sepoys 
and native establishment of the resideney and custom-house. ir six 
was in many ways « tedious time, especially the last ten days, during which the heat 
and mosquitoes were particularly trying and the fact that during that period nothing 
but the most cordial camaraderie existed is much to their credit. i 

Ui this connection, I fol that gpecial thanks are due to Lieutenant HD, Briggs 

t lieutenant of His Majest ge of the party at the residency, 
Aa onan Lang, of His Majesty's ship. nx,” and Lieutenant W. W. Hunt, 
of His Majesty's ship" Fox,” in command during part and whole of the time respectively 
ait the custonishouse, 
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Gulf’ Division, 





"), and His Majesty's ship 
pais angements and will 









































T haye, &e, 

P. Z COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, &c. 
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[28896] No. 339. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 3.) 





(No. 131.) 
Sir, Gulatek, June 30, 1909 

I HAVE read with some surprise the letters from Ellinger and Co., copies of 
whieh reached me by last bag in your despatch No. 74. 

‘The difficulties at Hormuz to which they refer are a thing of the past, and I do 
not wish to trouble you with a report on the question, I venture, however, to record. 
my opinion that the tone of Messrs, Bllingers’ letter shows a regrettable failure to 
recognise the debt of gratitude which Moin-ut-Tujjar owes for the steps taken by His 
Majesty’s consul at Bunder Abbas on his behalf. These steps wero followed by the 

ion of interference with the mining operations, and also averted the danger at 
time imminent of the seizure by the Nationalists of the oxide already mined. 

Lam pointing out to Moin-ut-Tujjar that his language as repeated to the Foreign 
Ellingers’ letter of the 11th May is unwarranted, and is inconsistent 
with his expression of gratitude:to me for what had been done for him. 
Thave, &e. 
G, BARCLAY, 


















(28898) No, 340. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received august 3.) 
(No. 133.) 
Sin, Gulahek, July 8, 1909. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram from the 
Darya Beggi to his Tehran agent in rogard to tho situation at Bushire, which has been 
communicated to me by His Majesty's consul-genora 
,_The lamentations of tho Darya Beggi over the lack of funds and tho misdeeds of 
Seyyid Murteza and Seyyid Abdul Hussein Lari aro not unworthy of note, as giving a 

own standpoint of the difficulties experienced by the governor of 
¢ in a timo of stress. 
rya Boggi’s position is not an 
ing with Bushi 



















Persian pro 
The Da 
‘one who has been de 
fervently to echo his Excollency’s wishes for the confusion of the Sayyid, 






nyiable one, but, indeed, it is difficult for 
affains during the past three months not 














thould mention that Seyyid Abdul Hussein, though he has not played any part 
in events at Bushiro itself, has, as a Mujtehid of bogus nationalist sympathies, heen 
inyearying in his efforts to spread disorder in tho hinterland. He was recently 
defeated at Lar by Nasr-ed-Dowleh, the younger brother of the Kavam, and is now 
reported to be about to turn his attention to Shiraz, 














T have, &e. 


G. BARCLAY, 





Inclosure in No, 340 
Darya Beggi to tizad-es-Sultan (ltisad Daftar), Tehran, 


(Telegraphic. May 13, 1909. 

T ARRIVED two days ago. {do not know what to telograph. “Anyhow, I shall 
have to write everything by the post. ‘The gist of the matter is just this, that there is 
nothing left of the ports. “Everything that was possible has either been carried off by 
the revolutionaries or has gone in expenses for the guards. ‘There is not a single 
qhatter from which I ean got ina single “pul.” Foreo is necessary for overything, 
in the Customs there are English guns and sailors. Some time ago 450 Chahkutahis 
were brought in for the protection of the town and outskirts, and they were giving 
them 108 tomans a-day from the Customs. The Kalantar had 100 men got together 
from here and there, and the merchants were lending the Kalantar 25 tomans a-day 
on account of gate money. If they want to keep Bushire, orders must be given that 
fora little while the Director of Customs shall pay this money. 

The greatest danger for the ports is [afforded] by the presence of the Tapal 
soldiens and Bulvardi artillerymen. ‘They should be recalled at once, and inste: 
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them either men well-affected to the State shonld be sent, or orders should be sent 
that proper servants should be obtained, with the knowledge of the Director of 
Customs, and for the same wages that the soldiers draw. Let orders be issued to the 
Customs that they should pay the wages of guards for as many days as are necessary, 
‘Lot orders be issued, no matter in whose name, for a sum of 10,000 tomans to be given 
to mo, even though it be an advance on account of expenses, so that I can turn aside 
from Bushire and leave at once for the other ports. ‘The Director of Customs is also 
with me in the matter. : 

‘The Minister for Roroign Affairs should discuss with the legation, and arrange 
for the evacuation of the Customs by the foreigners. I pledge my own head for the 
protection of the Customs and all foreign subjects. May God curse the Ahrami_ Seyyid ! 
For another ton years what he has destroyed will not be repaired. Right up till now 
ho has kept a body round him, and does not stop intriguing. 

Shoikh Hussein's exertions must not be forgotten. ‘The State must show some 
signal fayour towards him, 

If you aro ablo to get those several matters put through, come by “chappar” 
(post), if not I shall flee by “chappar.” Give me your answer soon. God knows that, 
altiougis thelenuetitation hus Han granted, eaverfar nogtect of the eontbs they lt 
ovorything go, 

Tho southern towns do not know what constitution is, They want something 
else. Again Tsay, God curse tho two Soyyids Abdul Hussein and Murteza. 

Give my greetings to the Arbab. His congratulations have reached me. I am 
infinitely grateful. 








(28899) No, 341. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. (Received August 3.) 

(No. 133.) 

Sir, Gutake 
INm 


July 9, 1909. 
tologram No, 501 of the 25th June, repeating a telogram to His Majesty's 
consul-gerteral at Bushire, I mentioned a report that the Sheikh of Mohammerah had 
supplied the Bakhtiari forces at Ispaban sum of 120,000 krans, 

From information E have received from His Majesty's ceneral at Tspahan, 
I gather that the Bakhtiaris have, in fact, received some funds from the sheikh, but 
Major Cox, in his reply to my telegram, states that the money secms to have been a 
Joan advanced on a lease of Ram Hormuz, the property of the Bakhtiari, which the 
sheikh has long been anxious to acquire, 

































Thave, &. 
G, BARCLAY. 





/28901| No 342, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Gre 





—(Received August 3.) 
t] 





No. 13a, 
Sin, Gulahek, July 12, 1909. 
In my despatch No, 124 I stated that’ the Shah's acceptance of our programme 
had prodiiced a detente, and that the prospect of the Bakhtiari from Ispahan and the 
fodai from, Kozvin marching on ‘Tehran, which at one time seemed imminent, was now 


















‘Tehran on vither 
warranted, 
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obtain authorisation for my Russian colleague and myself to send out the two consuls- 
general from Ispahan to overtake Sardar Assad and give him strong advice to abandon 
his demonstration, His Excellency promised in that case to hold back Amir Mutalcham 
for a few days. On the 22nd I received your telegram instructing me to send 
Mr, Grahame after Sardar Assad, ‘The former bad hy that timo received an answer to 








ny first message. It was not satisfactory, and I accordingly directed Mr. Grahame to 
overtake the sardar, who was now with some 700 or £00 men well on his way to Kum, 


and to make it clear to him that the two legations were satisfied with the progress which 
had been made in the execution of the programme presented to the Shah by the two 
Powers, and also as Sardar Assad seemed to be under a delusion as to the nature of our 
programme, to deny emphatically the story in circulation that it involved any 
curtailment of Persia's independence, and to explain to him that our representations hid 
merely taken the form of friendly advice to the Shah as to measures for the restoration 
of constitutional government. My Russian colleague sent similar instructions to his 
consul-general later in the day 

‘The joint communication from the two legations was made by 
toSardar Assad at Kumon the 26th, Tencloso a report from Mr 
at the inte Here T'need only stato that Sard 

tution was a sham, citing as proofs of t 
Suad-ed-Dowleli, the retention of Amir Bahadu 




















two consuls-genoral 
rahame of what passed 
lar Assad maintained that the restored 
the presenco in the Cabinet of 
Jang at the Palace, and the 




















continuance in office of Mukhber-ed-Dowlch as Minister of Telegraphs, and that ho 
promised to let the two consuls-general have by the 28th cortain demands which he was 








formulating in concert with the various nationalist centres, 
T should mention here parenthetically that Saad-ed-Dowleh, who had always been 
the object of considerable mistrust: amongst the nationalists, has become odious tu thei 
ving to the general belief that he is responsible for the continued Russian 
ccoupation of Tabreez. As regards Amir Bahadur Jang, I should state that, knowing 
how much his preseuee at the Ealice was reseuted, T have more than, once #uggested 46 
my Russian colleague that we should press for his expulsion, but finding M, Sabline 
Tukewarn, and ke as Idid that tho Amir was not interfering with the preparat 
work for the mecting of the Assembly, T did not press the matter, As to Mukhber-ed 
Dowleh, I should mention that when the reform Cabinet was formed, it was part of the 
private suggestions of the two legations that the Minister of Telegraphs under the 
Inte reactionary régime should retain his post. We knew him to be a reactionary, 
but the Minister of Telegraphs in Persia lias no seat in the Cabinet, and, in view of 
ber-edl-Dowleh’s experience in telegraphic administration, we’ wished him to 
Teinain in office. I ought to add, perhaps, that I was also somewhat influenced by 
the fact that the Mukiber was doing: his best to fuailitate the negotiations in regord 
to the Arabistan telegraphs. 



























































‘To resume my report of our efforts to check Sardar Assad’s advance: my Russian 
colleague and J, on learning from the consuls-general what had passed at their interview 





surdar, instructed them to emphasise once more to the Bakhtiari chief tie 
‘opportuneness of his armed demonstration, to repeat. to him that the two lexations 
were satisfied with the progress made in the execution of our programme, and to point 
out the grave responsibility he incurred if he disregarded our advice. Mr. Grahame 
and M. Bozoiawlensky were also to tell Sardar Assad that they would wait at Kum 
until y of the 29th in order to learn his demands. I transinit Mr. Graliani’s 
Aeonunt ce second interview (Enclosure No. 2). It will be seen that Sardar Assad 

665 3B 
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stration. Its seriousness became more and more evident as time went on, and it was 
known that preparations were actively proceeding for sending reinforcements from 
irygior nce Ree Wtsleremn pe rence IS MRE RSD Ispahan showed, too, 
that the revolutionary leaders were receiving urgent advice from abroad. Tt is, indeed, 
abundantly clear that the revolutionaries have been in close touch with certain persona 
in London and Paris, and also of course with the Anjuman at Constantinople. ‘Two 
telegrams which are known to have passed over British wires call for special mention, 
They were sent from persons in London and Constantinople respectively, and urged the 
Balciuira to Acie tie business quisdly for) (orc of ie tireteneraia Wise thalbabinee 
referred to is remains to be seen. 











Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 342. 


Telegraphic Conversations vetween Consul-Ceneral Grahame and M, Bogoiaclensky 
at Kum. 





Sune 26, 1909. 
WE have hid a conversation of one hour and a-half with Sardar Assad, who was 
obviously very ill at eas. We informed him that his demonstration was entirel 
misplaced in the opinion of both legations and could only be injurious to the constitution, 
The ‘leit motif” of Sardar’s argument was that the constitution does not exist, and 
that both legations are shamefully deceived. He adduces as proof the presence of 
Amir Bahadur Jang as in effect’ Minister of War, the Mustauficul-Mamalik having 
practically resigned, and that of Saad-ud-Dowleh and Mukhber-ud-Dowleh (both note 
absolutists) in the Cabinet, We warned him that if he disregarded the adview of the 
two lewations, they would consider that his. object was to complicate the situation and 
would hold him personally responsible for the results, He protested energetically that 
he had no object but the establishment of a real constitution, of which, however, he 
gave no definition. As formerly in Ispahan, he pointed out that he had not come to 
fight with onyone unless they fought with him, Asa proof of this, he averred he had 
avoided going to Kishan lest he should thus provoke an engagement with the Shah's 
troops there, more than half of which he had won over, while the others were ready to 
join him at the first signal, Urged not to put himself in opposition to the two leations, 
and advised to return quietly home, he replied that he could not go back without 
having accomplished anythin, 
He is, however, prepared to retire as soon as 
He could only enumerate two of these -— 





























‘tain demand: 





f his aro granted. 


1. That Amir Behadur Jang and five or six other noted absolutists should be 
ied from Tehrai 

‘Hhut assurances should be given for the security of the members of the assembly 
when elected, as he is certain that they will never dare to assemble. 


bai 





ill Le had consulted the 





‘The remaining conditions he said he could not formulate 
members of a constitutional committee suminoned by him to vet him on this very date 
at Kum, of whom, however, only one had as yet arrived. He pro to furnish 
demand in writing by the 88th “June at latest, Asked what he proposed to do if 
demands were refused, he quoted a couplet from Firdausi in the vein of “Death or 
Westivinster Abbey.” We pointed out that his demonstration, instead of expediting 
the constitution, would retard it. He replied that his action would have one of two 

vreil constitution would. be established or there would be direct foreign 
It; would be better to hasten on the dénovement, In further proof’ of 
utentions he stated that he liad counter-ordered the advance of the reinforee- 
ments from Tsp point in the conversation he professed himself ready to 
ait with his forees, either av Kum or elsewhere, till Parliament assembled, adding that 
he was sure that it never would meet under the present pseudo-coustitutional régime. 
Ho repeatedly avowed hiuselt unwilling to place himself in opposition to the two 
legations to which he would be grateful if they could « for him his demands 
'Phese were not his only, but those of Ty Meshed, Resht, aud other 
he only represented, He had no personal object. ‘This. did. not. pre 
as oné proof of the absolutism now rampant in Tehran the fact th 
today that the Shah had conferred his (Sardar Assad’s) lands in Baklitia 
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Mufakhan. I told him that in England anyone who headed such a movement as he 
now did would have been punished much more severely, We are both of opinion that 
Sirdar Assad’s intellect is clouded. 
He speaks like a person possessed ofan i fie and appears incapable of admitting 
that anyone except himself can gauge rightly thé real situation at Tehran, 
G, GRAHAME, 
BOGOIAVLENSKY. 


June 27, 1909, 

Tn short interview this afternoon with Sardar Assad, after reminder from me 
that nothing which had been said in the previous interview must be interpreted to 
imply any diminution of the dignity and independence of the Persian Government 
and ‘people, we delivered your message of this morning almost in the exact terms 
thereof. 1t evidently created an impression, ‘The sardar proceeded to speak’ of his 
motives and projects. He had intended to demand on his arrival at Kum the 
immediate dismissal of Mukhber-ud-Dowleh, ‘This would have been at onee effected 
had we not been here, After halting only three days at Kum to communicate with 
other nationalists he would have marched, not into Tehran, but up to the gates, 
where he would have demanded the presends of representatives of the Shah to 
discuss the elaboration of the constitution, He might have perhaps invited repre- 
sentatives from the legations to assist at the meeting, He dwelt at some length on the 
forbearance which he had exercised in making a detour round Kashan, whereas ho 
could easily have seized that place and disarmed the Persian troops, After some 
further observations of a kindred nature he formulated twé requests :— 


“1, Let the tayo legations, through their consuls, inform me in writing that I have 
no right to advance a step further, and must now return empty handed, otherwise 
shall find myself fuce to face, not with the Shah, but with the Russian’ and British 
Governments. I shall then understand that the independence of Persia has passed into 
their hands, and, armed with this document (the contents of which T must. havo 
facilities for communicating to my co-nationalists), I shall retire at onge with my honour 
unsullied and with a foreign passport for Europe, 

*2, Lat me have a wire (not a Persian wire, but one of which I ean be absolutely 
sure) for three or four hours to communicate with Kazvin and Tabreez, to enable mo to 
furnish you in detail the demands of the nationalists, otherwise I could not. possibly 
give my answer in the time limit,” 


We pointed out that the object of our interview was to communieato the message 
tdroacly delivered) the tars of whieh wo belefly esoupienlotad ub congested’ to\tranaiie 
his requests for the consideration of the two representatives. 


Note.—The two consuls, if desired, can be ready for interview with the Ministers in 
halfan-hour’s not 
G, GRAHAME, 
BOGOIAVLENSKY, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 342, 
Joint Communication made to Sipahdar by British and Russian Legations, July 4, 1909. 


M, BARONOWSKI and I reached Karej at 3 rat, on the 4th July, and were 
immediately received by Sipalidar, to whom we had telephoned earlier in the day asking 
for an interview. 

M. Baronowski informed Sipahdar that wo had been sent. to him by the represen- 
tatives of the two Powers at Tehran with a message which was the outcome of 
discussions which had taken plice at London and St, Petersburgh. I added that 
Mesers. Churchill and Romanowski were on their way to Sardar Assad with « similar 
message. Sipahdar said that he had just heard from Sirdar Assud who was at Robart 
Kerim. M. Baronowski then read in’Persiau the translation of the instructions which 
we had received. Sipahdar listened attentively, and when M. Baronowski had finished, 
said he would like to read them through himself M. Baronowski handed hit tho 
paper, which we left with him, Having read the instructions, Sipabdar proceeded to 
complain of the general unreliability of the Shah; that His Majesty made promises, 
but there was great delay amounting to non-fulfilment in carrying them out; that he 

[1663] #0 
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kept round him certain traitors, mischief makers and mollabs, and preferred the advice 
of five or six of these persons to the wishes of the rest of the people of Persia; that no 
confidence could be placed in the Shah or his Ministers ; that the latter did not even 
reply to telegrams—he bad sent at least ten to which no reply had been given; 
that some of the Ministers were traitors (he mentioned no names), and that the 
Ministers had refused to recognised the Tehran Nationalist Committee (this referred to 
the committee to which Saad-ed-Dowleh at first extended official recognition, which he, 
however, soon withdrew), Sipahdar then expressed a wish to consult the other 
nationalists leaders with his foree, and withdrew for this purpose. 

On his return an hour or an hour and a-half later he began by say’ 
nationalists were very grateful to the two great Powers, the two le 
of the world, for their elforts to bring about a satisfactory ‘sett 
then enquired whether the Shah knew of our being s 
replied that I could not say for certain but I believed that His Majesty did not know of 
it, Sir George Barclay had recived his instructions to send the message on Saturday 
afternoon and bad, after consulting M. $ i 
tions at 7 vast, M. Baronowski 


























ig that the 
ng Powers 
nent of affairs. He 
him with a message. I 






























‘bling, sent for me and giv 
id he also did not think the Shah knew of our comi 









obtained. 
give the two legatio ertaking for the correct 

behaviour of themselves and their troops if the two legations would arrange that he and 
Sirdar Assad, each with 150 men, should be permitted to come to Tehran, or to a garden 
near it, whence, in consultation with the provinces, they could arrange for the firm 
establishinent of the constitution, I asked what le meant by “establishment of the 
constitution.” He replied that there were certain things the nationalists wanted done. 
T replied that if he would tell us what the nationalists wanted the two legations would, 
if the nature of the demands allowed of their doing so, bring them to the notice of the 
Shih and endeavour to obtain His Majesty's acceptance of them, in which case their 
exeaition would be guarantved by the twoleations.  Sipahdar stated what some of the 
nationalist demands were and we requested him to give them to us in writing. He 
‘again, complained of the Shab, that ever since the constitution was first ranted he had 
continually tried to destroy it, and he referred to the events of last year, [said the 
matters he complained of boloiged to the past and were best treated as by-gones, that 
quite recently the Shah had accepted the friendly advice of the two had carried 
out most points of the programme w ad accepted and was the rest; 
the electoral law was realy for pr n and everything was going well for the 
elections and the evnvoeation of the National Assembly, M. Baronowski pointed out 
4, when they had got that the 

istors if they wished. Sipaldar only repeated his 
ot yet got what they wanted, He then withdrew 































































that the National Assembly was the really important thi 





nationalists could change all the Mi 
statements that the nationalists had 
tohaye the demands written out, 












iglit do 
the dex 
tion Ww 













and 1 





wjuired who were the 
demands. He referred toa list he held in 
anes: Amir Bahadur Jang, Sheik 
ani Hazrat, and Mullab Mubamiad, Amoli 
We said we would convey the demands to the two leya 
sent to Sipahdar stating wheth not the legations saw their way to as! 


one of th 
Mowing six 
Mulk, Muktidar- 














ng the Shah 











to accopt them. Sipalidar asked for an eatly reply, We pointed out that perhaps 
igoip Sloss SULA tregeveary on suggested that he should wait three days for a 
reply, THe said that every day cost the nationalists « considerable sum for the 

ent of their forees, and he could not wait for a reply after mid luesday, the 









) thie we agreed, He asked if we would give an undertaking that no 
s period. We replied that we 
icked he would, of course, be 








We then withdrew, 
the time when we met the first nationalist outpost our re 
was entively respectful, aud in our progress thro 
saluted us: I saw no signs of despondeney result! 
few men we questioned maintained that it was an w 
conseqqueni 

‘Wilen esis Shababadlon) ban rotum journ 


five to fight 





eption throughout 
the camp every soldier we met 
from the morning's defeat; the 
thorised outpost affair and of no 






















ey to Tehran we informed Captain 
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Peribinoseff, who was in command of the Persian Cossacks there, of Sipahdar's 
intention to abstain from military action until midday on Tuesday, the Gth July, 
adding that we could not, of course, guarantee Sipahdar’s keeping to his intention. 
C. B. STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché, Tehran, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 842. 
Demands of the Nationalists. 


SIPAHDAR et Sardar Assad, chacun aveo 150 moudjabids armés, aveo des 
garanties suffisantes, vinrent & Téhétan pour diseuter les poinis suivants, Aprds étre 
sins que les demandes seront exéeutées, les moudjahids reviendront & leurs foyers, 

2. La sortie des armées des voisins du territoire persan. 

8, Les endjoumens des vilayets et des ayalets choisissent les Ministres jusqu 

erture du Parlement ; puis on agira apres la loi, 

4, Expulsion des personnes traitres et malvues du peuple, 

4. Désarmement des personnes qui n'ont pas jusqu’d présont appartenues d Yarmée 
et qui ont rei ment les armes. 2 

Le Ministre de la Guerre responsable est plein maitre de toutes les forces armées 

de I'Etat ct des arsenaux, 

Ge L'Administration des Postes et Télégraphes doit étre retirée de Muhbir-ed- 
Dowleh. 

8. La nomination de gouverneurs constitutionnels doit, reeevoir Yapprobation dos 
endjoumens de ectte province. 


Inelosure 4 in No. 342, 


Memorandum on Joint Representations made by Mr. Churchill and M, Romanows' 
duly 8, 1909, 


M. ROMANOWSKY and T left Gulahok at 1°30 act. yesterday, eseorted by two 


Tussian Cossacks and two Indian Sowat well as a Gholam of each legati 
ved at Hassanabad, on the miles from Tehran, shortly 
after 7 Aa, where we found A Mufakhan, the Baklitiari royalist chief and a Persian 
with a force of some 200 men, Amir Mufikhan, on whom wo called, 
said he was just about to Sirdar Assad at a place half-way between Hassanubad 
and Robart Kerim, about 1 6 west of the “an—Kum road, where the Sirdar was 
then encamped, to discuss matter ably. Fach party was to. go to the rendezvous 
with only n. He teadily agreed to us joining him, and supplied riding horses for 
us and our escort, 
When Sirdar Assad arrived we saw him alone, and I read to him the. messayce from. 
itish and Russian representatives, which wo had been charged to deliv 
listened to me patiently to the end, and then spoke ax follows :— 


Tam informed that the granting of the co 
that there is no intention of sincerely carr 
What guarantee is there that the Shah w 
now made? T said that we had been authorisec 

wo legations were prepared to obtain stich guarantees. for 
foreign guarantees were exactly what they objected to. ‘They did not want foreign 
guarantees: in any shape or form. I hastened ‘to assure him that no such, guaran 
Were contemplated, but that we were prepared to obtain guarantees from the Shah 
He said this would be quite a different matter and would satisfy them, but he turned 
the subject and seemed to have no desire to discuss the matter, but repeated that he 
Yas convinced from reports he had received from all the provinces that. the people were 
‘o distrustful of the Shah’s sincerity, that he knew there would be no elections for the 
Assembly, I said we thought the military measures taken by him and by Sipahdar 
‘ere responsible for this feeling of unrest, aud that he appeared to be entirely under a 
misapprehension as to what had been done at Tehran. We could. assure hiny that, the 
Work done by Saad-ed-Dowleh’s Government and the Electoral Law Committee was 
very satisfactory, and there had been every prospect, until he and Sipahdar moved on 











192 


Tehran, of a satisfactory re-establishment of the constitution. He retorted that no 
confidence could be felt so long as certain mischief-makers were allowed to remain at the 
Shah's side. Did I deny that at this moment Amir Bahadur was in supreme command 
of the army? I said that one of the recommendations of the recent Anglo-Russian 
programme of advice to the Shah was that Amir Bahadur should be deprived of office, 
whis and the other recommendations had been followed by the Shah. I myself had 
been instructed to ask Saud-ed-Dowleh, who was genuinely working in the interests of 
the country, whether Amir Babadur’s presence was an obstacle in the way of a settle. 
ment, He had replied that he wus no longer influential, that his power no longer 
existed, but that if there was the slightest sign of activity on his part, he would not 
fail immediately to sy so. Under these circumstances there was no reason why we 
should insist on his removal as he now only commanded the Silakhoris attached to the 
Shah and had no influence whatever, 

Sirdar Assad then said that he had not come with the intention of fighting, but 
only to sce that the constitution was re-established. If there was any fighting it would 
not he his fault, fis messages to the Shah remained unauswered, and there was a 
ring round the Shah of persons who preveuted tho truth from reaching His Majesty. 
He bad come so close to Tehran in order to be able to make his demands direct. He 
had a very lange following, and the tribes of Fars were with him. 














We ssid we would leave a copy in Persian text of the message we had been sent 
dovgive lim] and would otura to Tehran, 
When we took leave of him at 1 P.M, he said, with marked emphasi 
A Pehran,” 
He was polite and cordial throughout, and we then withdrew. 
G. P. CHURCHILL 





: “Au revoir, 





July 5, 1909, 





Tnclosure 5 in No, 3 


Instiuotions lo Major Stokes and Mr. Churchill. 





YOU will do your best to mest and communicate with Sirdar Assad and Sipahdar 
and tell them that the only way to avoid foreign intervention is to restore order and to 

hho constitution as now re-established a fhir chance, 
You should state to them that they are under a gross misapprehension both as to 
tho representations made by the two friendly Powers on the Ape, aud as to. the 
meusres taken by the Shabs Government to execute their recommendations. You 
should say that the representations took the form of friendly advice to the SI 
re-establish the constitution and to take certain measures to that end. ‘Thi 
the Shah has already for the most part executed, A nationalist committ 
interforonce from the Government, elaborated a most liberal electoral law which has been 
signed by the Shah, No obstruction wha bee those Ministers, 
who are accused of absolutism, to the carrying recommended. 

‘Those who desire the welfare of Persia should now wait patiently until the 
Assembly meets, Armed demonstrations of the kind undertaken by Sirdar Assad 
‘and Sipuhdar savour of rebellion, and whatever may be their avowed intention they 
have served to complicate a situation which offered hope of the tranquil re-establishment 
of Parl Government, 

If Sirdar Assad and Sipabdar ask for guarantees, they should state what 

antecs they demand and we will do onr best to obtain them 

G, BARCLAY. 


















































duly 5, 1909. 





(28902) No. 343, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward G 





— (Received August 3.) 
(No. 135.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 12, 1909 
T HAVE the honour to report that the incidents recorded in Sir P. Bertie 
despatch No. 108 of the 2lst May, a copy of which was enclosed in your despatel 
». 76 of the 3rd ultimo, were brought to my notice by His Majesty's consul-general 
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at Iepahan, to whom Sultan Mahmoud Mi i i 
es Tine Mahmoud Mirza, son of the Zi-esSulten, applied for 
obtained from the Minister for Foreign Affairs repeated orders to the Bakhtiari 
Ehans to induce the tribes to desist from their depredatons, but I do wot fool that 
cen take any further action in Tis Imperial Highness's interests, especially as Sultan 
iahmoud Mirza did not aecept an offer of help whi i 

Sr ee ept an offer of help which was made to him by Mr. Grahame 

__._ Our guarantees given to the Zil should not, I consider, be regarded as. coveri 
indiscriminate plundering by tribes, but are intended only to i avot 
duliberate epoltation by tho Shah or his Government, on? So14 8904 12 tho engo of 

Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY, 





(28904) No. 344, 


Room) Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3,) 
Bi Gulahek, July 16, 1909, 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 


in Persia during the past four weeks. 
Thave, &, 
G. BARCLAY, 
Tnelosure in No. 344, 


No. 7.—Monthly Summary, 


‘ehran. 


ALL important events of the past_ month have been reported by telegraph, Prose 


of work due to the events of the last few days h ion of 
r h of the ew days prevented the propa 
detailed asoount of the events of the month, nas ue breyarason of @ 


Tabrees. 


1, On the 19th June a detachment of Ru n troops consisting of a howitzer 
battery and two companies of infantry left for Russia, On the 20th save the TOR 
ee ssiat neh moyed camp from near the Aji River to the Shah's garden, On the 
26th June the Russian general was ordered to suspend the withdrawal of Russian 
oops. ‘The town has remained quiet, and there have been uo furthor incidents, 
Sattar Khan and Bagh r Khan are still in th sh consulate-general, but are to 
Jeave Persia shortly with the Turkish consul-geueral, who is being replactd by Renzi 
Bey, formerly chargé affaires ab Tehran, the Iussian Government giving guieantees 
hat they will i no way molest them, They are to win abroad until order is 
restored in Persia, On the 7th July « foree of 150 Russian Cossacks was d patched 
to Basminch, as some Shahsavans, who wore ting Rahim Khan's men in 
Karadagh, bad appeared near that place, ned to Tubreoz few days 
later, leaving a post of observation of sixty men at Basminch. i 
sine cee seting governor, Ijal-ul-Mulk, lis repeatedly expressed the wish to resign, 
oat te governor gotical sivas Mis ignation cannot beaccepted, ‘The governor 

|, Ala-ud-Dowleh, arrived at Tel Es pe i and far 
Sama ved at Tehran trom Europe early in July, an has so fa 

3. On the 5th July Mr. Smart. took ov. i ‘ing L-generi 

Me, Werte Tu Me Sner tok over the dation of stg cou gensra from 


Resht, 


1. On the 28th June reinforcements left Resht for the nationalist force at Kazvin, 
On the Sth July Russian troops landed at Enzeli and left on the Loth July for 


in. The force known to be coming is 500 Cossacks, 4 guns, a 000 in 
but it is not kuown at this é fe fee landed ona IK duly 


[1665] 


legation how much of this foree landed on the Sth July, 
3D 
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From that date the bazaars have remained closed, and on the 10th July a boycott of 
‘Russian tea and sugar was begun. 

5, In spite of the movements of nationalist troops agent Tehran trafo‘on the 
Resht—Tehran road has not in any way been interrupted, and the posts have gone 
through regularly and without delay. 


Meshed. 


1. On the outbreak of disorders at the end of May the Russian consuls-general 
sent strong messages to the local assembly through the leading priests and followed 
these up with a somewhat less strong letter, ‘The bazaars were shut in protest, 
and the Karguar was attacked. Strong telegrams were sent to Tehran to the effect 
that as Prince Dabija was insisting on Rukn-ud-Dowleh, Meshed would not accept him, 
‘To put an end to the existing anarchy Major Sykes informally persuaded the assembly 
to send a second telegram saying that they wouldjuceept Rukn-ud-Dowleh. Prince Dabija 
was much pleased at the eoming of the latter, and suggested that, if necessary, a mixed 
Anglo-Russian foree should be sent toescort him in from Nishapur, Tt appears that the 
EAR ach a Ree MEAN C ORCGRtiartag ian cMninne Umma mar 
In this connection, a paper was pinned to his corpse to the effect that this was his reward 
from the people for his friendship with the Russian consul-general. ‘The attack on 
the Karguzur was algo prompted by similar motives. On the 7th June this series of 
outrages culminated in the murder of the Bogler Begi, who was forced on the town 
by Princo Dubija last autumn after his dismissal by Rukn-ud-Dowleh in the interests of 
peace, When his property was looted, a number of letters from Prince Dabija were 
found, proving that he was very much his servant, and this fanned the flame against the 
Russians, ‘The Begler Begi, who showed fight, shot one of his assassins, who was subse- 
quently given a royal funeral, the assembly attending to a man, A Persian friend of 
Majo 's told him that there was every chance ofan attempt being made on Prince 
Dahija’s life by bis own subjects, whose hate was that of madmen, Everyone of position 

ither to the ark or to distant villages or was blackmailed, A list of about 
twenty people was drawn up and attempts were made to kill them, Among 
them are Aristu Khan, the Russian attaché, the Muayin-ut-Tujjar and others. 
In short, a reign of terror prevailed, On two occasions, the 6th and 8th June, 
the defences of the British consulate were manned owing to the amount of promiscuous 
ing which went on, Tt appears that a hostile demonstration against the Russian 
consulate was intended, On the 8th June Major Sykes visited his colleague, who was 
practically blockaded. Neither Prince Dabjja nor the members of his staff dared to 
leave the ark quarter, aud the former received repeated warnings to be on his guard, 
As the arrival of the Rukn-ud-Douleh was likely to be much delayed and would only 
excite the anarchists moro, the two consul-gencrals telegraphed the state of affairs fo 
their logations, Prince Dabij ts and, as the state of affairs was 
IGRlRENA pd earo aekired Ttdlalhon Uf inpep yorments una the robbers aiarralled 
over the rich spoils, Major Sykes agreed that some such action was called for. It is tobe 
noted that these very serious disturbances were originated by Russian subjects whose 
gangs had beon arriving week week; but yet Dabija made no attempt to 
Stop them on the way. ‘The disortlers’continued, and when on the 16th June, Rukn-ud- 
Douleh arrived he found himself helpless, the city and telegraph office being still in the 
hands of the enemy, Major Sykes visited him and found him seared, while his first 
question to Prince Dabija was about the Russ is; the news thata second 
sotnin had erossed the frontier J him He appeared to be trying to 
frighten the Assembly with thi tervention, but with little success. 
Major Sykes reports that during June two parties of revolutionaries, each of fifty or 
om ‘Tabreez reached Meshed. ‘The Russians were said to have detained 

parties at ‘Tiflis. ‘The Assembly continued to raise volunteers and debated 
Men Oey (ice bsGH ON asa oaitnenee tre Gennes Dale ane aot 
hoisted, On or about the 18th June Prinee Dabija, without consulting Major Sykes, 
wrote to the yovernor-general demands to the following effect 








































































































































1, The evacuation by “volunteers” of the telegraph office and the surrender of 
arms, 


2, The arrest of the murderers of the late shrine oti 


(ovither of these were Russian subjects), 


th 








and of the Begler Begi : 





‘The letter ended up by promising the governor-general the help of both consulates. 
It was sent to the Assembly on the 19th June and was torn up, both the governore 
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general and Prinee Dabija being roundly abused. ‘The governor-general kept no copy 
‘of the letter, but the tenor of it was told ta the attaché by several witnesses, and the 


governor-general vouched forthe above being generally aceurate, A body of muffins 
iad some weeks previously taken up their abode in the ark, which they made their 
head-quarters for raids into the town, Major Sykes pointed out the danger of this to 
Prince Dabija, and pressed the governor-general for the expulsion of these ruffians, 
The soldiers, however, objected to this, and Prince Dabija, though ouly verbally, pressed 
very strongly that they should be kept. As a result, the raiding continued. On the 
23rd June, the reactionary Sorab quarter, under the Shuja-ut-Taulia, who is believed to 


were co-operati 
armed, and con 
fore, the se 


‘bat-i-Haidari, 


On the ¥ath May four itussian Cossacks, who arrived from Karez a few days before, 
returned to that plice ‘They trayelled by Khaf, On the 30th May six Russian 
Cossacks arrived from Karez en route for Kerman. On the 4th June four arrived from 
Karez for Bunder Abbas and three from Seistan for Meshed, 


Seistan, 


1, Regarding the two Russian Cossacks (see last. summary) who were said to have 
been robbed by Afighans, it appears that they were at first: doprived of their rifles, &¢, 
Subsequently the leader of the caravan restored everything and allowed thon to procaed 
nmolested. 

2. M. Bravine, before leaving, informed His Majesty's vice-consul. that. the new 
Russian consul is leaving Russia elortly for ‘Birjand where he will romain. cuaing the 
summer and that Dr. Otto was not to have consular rank, 

8. Coloxel von der Flaas was back in Seistan by the end of May. He talked freely 
to His Majesty's vicwconsul of his journey in the presence of M. Bravine and did not 
seem to regurd it as the escapade i to have been. 

4. During May 2,560 cases were treated and twenty-six operations porformed in the 
consular hospital. 

5. Hissam-ud-Douleh summoned the principal people of Birjand to meet him on 
the May 21st and the Shah's proclamation was read and the moinbors of the late local 
assembly were informed that, pending reorganisation, they yyould be considered to 
represent the local assembly.” The Meshed assembly, subsequently declined to. order 
fresh elections so the former meinbors retain their seats. ‘The Meshed assembly hus 

formed Hissarn-ud-Douleh that he will be held responsible for all revenues eollected! by 
him, ‘ ar id 2 eye sues dae uneasiness, 

. On return from short leave Major Kennion entered his consular distri hi 
14th June. He arrived at Birjand on the 5th May. ae 
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Ispahan, 


‘The movements of the Bakhtiari forces have been reported in telegrams and 
despatches. ‘The town has, generally speaking, remained quiet, though in some cases 
the tribesmen have been guilty of offences against order, 


Sultanabad. 


Writing on the 1st July His Majesty’s acting vice-consul stated that in the 
rovinee of Iraq lawlessness was rapidly inereasing and robberies were reported daily. 
Tthe (urs had driven off tho enttle of many villages and several villages had beet 
pillaged, ‘The peasants dared not leave their homes, the roads were unsafe and 
communication would soon be at a standstill. As soon as the Bakhtiaris reached Kum 
local assembly was started here, Its members had repeatedly asked the governor to 
give them an account of the revenue and then leave the place. The greater part of the 
assembly was composed of fanatical and troublesome people. ‘The chief priest had 
invited the Bakhtinri to Sultanabad. 


Yexd. 


Numerous robberies are reported on the various roads leading to Yezd. The 
Kerman road is frequented by bands of Arab tribesmen, numbering in two instances 
180 and 200 men, who pillage caravans, A large number of camels have been carried 
off, and attompts to ransom the animals have only resulted in the ransom offered being 
soized as woll as the animals. Tn one ease yarn to the value of 1,004. has been taken 

robbers. One Khusru Khan, who some’ time ago attempted to raid Yezd from the 
retin of Taf, is anid to bo planning a raid, but has not been encouraged by the 
Taftis, ‘The escort of the Governor of Nain recently deserted and left for Tehran, 
robbing the villages they passed through. ‘The Parsee reported stabbed in the last 
summary is recovoring, "The robberies and extortion to which the Parsees are exposed 
continue, and their appeals to the local authorities are without result. 











Kerman, 








N 


a-es-Sultanoh has not yet left ‘Tehran to take up the governorship of Kerman. 
Bashir: 


Khakan was appointed deputy governor early in June, and has done what 
Tittle he can to carry on the administration; but as there is no revenue coming in, no 
salaries can be paid. ‘The soldiers on duty at the consulates and at the houses of 
Europeans deserted at the end of May, Kerman itself remains quiet because in the 
fico of the common danyer all the respectable people have sunk their differences and are 
eager to show an united front to lawlessness and plunder. Outside the town, from all 
sides the story is tho same; there is robbery with or without murder, accordi 
rosistunee is offered or not, At Rafsinjan the Governor, Rifat-ed-Dowlel 

‘spirited and successful attack on some Arab robbers, fled leaving the town open to certain 
reprisals, ‘The Baluchis have been raiding in Narmasbir, and up to the 10th June 
chteon persons had been killed, ‘The fort of Mirabad had been captured. A village 
not many miles west of Ke vas looted by Arab robbers and three or four villagers 
wore killed, ‘The Afshar tribe is split into fictions, but His Majesty's consul anticipates 
that they may combing to raid Kerman, A telegram from His Majesty's consul received 
at Toliranon the 11th July, stated that news lid been received that the Baluchi tribe 
intended moving shortly on Bam and Kerman, ‘The news was telegraphed to Kerman 
from Dehanneh, to which it had been brought by the headman of a Baluchi village, 
‘This man stated that the unrest in Baluchistan was due to the intrigues of the Russian 
consul in Seistan, and he said he could produce the original of a letter to the Baluch’ 
chiofs offering them money, and inviting them to make an agreement with him, 













































Kermanshah, 








1, Zahir-ed-Dowleh arrived on the 13th June and assumed the go 

2, Captain Haworth handed over charge of the consulate to Captain Crossle, 1M 
on the 28nd June, and left the next day for Europe vid Resht. 

8, A telegram was received in the town about the 20th June from the local assembly 
at Hamadan forwarding copy of a telegram received by them from Tabreez. The 
purport of the telegram was that the Russians had entered Tabreez, and intended 
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taking the whole of North-Western Persia. The Tabreezis, being hard pressed, asked 
the Hamadanis to help them. ‘The Hamadanis replied that they sympathised with 
them, and were ready to give them any help that might be necessary. In turn the 
Hamadanis asked the people of Kermanshah to help in the general’ cause. On the 
receipt of this telegram the local assembly was summoned, and representatives of alt 
classes collected to discuss what ought to be done. It was decided to inform the 
surrounding tribes that it was their duty to march to the assistance of Tabreez, On 
hearing this, Cuptain Howarth and M. Nicolsky, acting in concert, telegraphed for 
instructions to Tehran, and, in the meanwhile, sent their Persian clerks to the governor, 
unofficially, to inform him that it was untrue that the Russians were taking North- 
West Persia, and that the two Powers had agreed to recognise the integrity of Persia, 
The Persian clerks were also sent to the leading priests to advise them in the same 
sense, The priests said that they accepted the assurances of the consulates that the 
news was untrue, and would give the people the messages sent by the two consuls, As 
a result the town quieted down, There is a good deal of local feeling against the 
Russians owing to the prolonged occupation of Tabreez, Several people have openly 
stated that they have no faith in the Russians, but trust the Buglish, owing to the way 
they left Bushire after the troubles there had ceased, ‘The. supposed Russian danger 
hus caused the nationalist and royalist parties to sink their differences and combine, 

















1, The early part of June was marked by a violent development of the quarrel 
between the Qawami brothers and the governor-general, With this in view the quarrel 
between Ata-ed-Douleh and the Qawami was omposed, and the demand for the former's 
resignation was dropped, Nasr-ed-Doulch arrived on’ the Sist May. Ho claimed to 
have been ambushed by a strong force of Kashgais some miles from Shiraz, and. to have 
driven them off with heavy loss, On the 25th June, the Qawam informed Mr. Bill that 
if Zil-esSultan were appointed governor-gencral of Fars, he and’ his brother would 
gladly leave for Europe immediately His Hizhness arrived, On the 29th June, Mr. Bill 
Teported that Nasr-ed-Donleh had been appointed Russian consular agent, at Shiraz, 
The appointment is likely, as the result of the exchange of telograms betwoon His 
Majesty's Government and the Russian Government, to be cancelled, On the 80th June, 
the Quwam informed Mr. Bill that he strongly disapproved of his brother's action, that 
he would like his own son to be made British consular agent, and that he would in no 
circumstances abandon. British friendship; his request was refused. Early in Jul 
the situation became threatening owing to the governor-general inviting ‘Soulat-ed- 
Douleh and the Lari Seyyid to Shiraz to help sae against the Quwamis, In the 
nt of both consuls the immediate dismissal of the governor gencral was necessary to 

e order. ‘Tho difficulty was to find suitable sugcessor. Finally, His Majesty's 

ter and the Russian chargé d'affaires arranged for the annouw ent of the 
ppointment of Zilws-Sultan as governor-general, although his, Highness is still. in 
Europe. This announcement has had a calming effect, and it is believed that a 
dangerous situation has thus been averted. Should the situation aguin become 
dangerous, part of the Bushire residency guard of Indian infantry, with a naval Maxim 
gun section, may be sent to reinforce the consulate guard. 


















































Perstan Guiry. 
Bushire. 


1, On the 4th July His Majesty's consul-general reported that he was informed 





that orders for the boyeott. of all Russian goods at all trade centres had been issued 


for Najaf, Further, that the chief priests at Najaf were believed to be organising 
& bond fide nationalist movement in the Persian Gulf and the south of Persia, the 
leading’ features of which were the boycott of Russian goods and the recognition of 
i claims on the customs, On the oth July Major Cox received a letter from 
the local assembly, in which that body announced its intention, in view of untoward 
incidents occurring elsewhere, of assuming control of the administration, including 
the customs, the receipts of which would be deposited in the Imperial Bank of Persia 
in the name of the nation, ‘The assombly undertook to recognise His Majesty's Govern 
ment’s claim on the customs on the production of documents, and to pay sich interest 
and principal as were due from Bushire and Bunder Abbas customs receipts. It. also 
undertook that all obligations to the British, such as honourable treatment of asulae 
(1665) 3K 
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officials and protection of British subjects would be scrupulously observed. In conclusion, 
the assembly asked for the co-operation of the British authorities in the preservation of 
the rights of the Persian nation, and particularly concurrence in the above arrange. 
ment. It appeared that the assembly’s action was the result of orders from Najaf and 
Tabreez, Darya Begi called on Major Cox and informed him confidentially that an 
absolute boycott of Russian goods and subjects was intended, but he had dissuaded 
the assembly from mentioning it in their letter. The main object was to prevent the 
Shah getting the customs receipts. In reply to a request for his views, Major Cox said 
he would have to communicate with His Majesty's Minister before giving an official 
reply, His personal view was that the intended action of the Assembly was precipitate 
and uncalled for, and likely to bring about the very state of things everyone wished to 
avoid. "There was no reactionery element in the Gulf ports, so the Assembly could well 
afford to wait and see what happened at Tehran. Major Cox sent the Assembly 
ivertel/ reply to this effesh:- Miter Cox's langutge tor the assembly was approved 
by His Majesty's Government, and he was instructed to add, if occasion offered, that 
the advance on Tehran of the Bakhtiaris and the Kazvin revolutionaries at the moment 







































when the constitution was re-established had brought about the present On 
that it was believed that a telegram on, behalf of 





the 7th July Major Cox repor 
tie Asseribly fal been cone tN6. previous ovening tor Telnan frccommuieation te 
Cabinet, to the effect that the people of the Gulf ports would a: control of the 
administration as an independent people, no longer recognising the central Government, 
if w single Russian soldier remained on Persian soil, 











Bunder Abbas. 






1, The stato of unrest recently provail seems to have subsided during May, 
owing to Seyyid Abdul Hussain Lart's attention being occupied elsewhere. ‘The seyyid 
hind ceased to threaten the town, and confined himself to sending orders to his agents 
at Bunder Abbas to buy arms and ammunition for him, to be sent to Tar. ‘The 
governor-general of the Gulf ports having announced ntion to send 200 soldiers 
to protect the town against the seyyid, the deputy governor replied that they were not 
required. 

2. A German, by name Roever, arrived from Lingah on the 11th May, and was 

with M, Aratoon, an Armenian, 












li 





Lingah, 





1, Seyyid Abdul Hussain Lari being occupied in resisting Nasr-ed-Douleh in Lar, 
his men wore withdrawn from the vicinity of where tranquillity prey 
during May, The deputy go presence of a Lari, Ha 
dotrimontal’ to Che publi peace, expelled his frors the town 









Mohummerah. 





1. Early in May Mr. Carstein, agent for Messts, Wanekhaus, took rooms 
temporarily over the store Ieased by the Customs and belonging to Moin-ut-Tujjar, 
At the end of the month Messrs, Wonekhaus had begun to build an upper story to the 
rootn in one corner of the yard hired hy them, but work was stopped by order of the 
sheikh or his representative, 

2, Mr, Sinith, of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, arrived by land from 
Nasiri on the 1sth May, having completed the survey of the telegraph line to 
Mohammerah. He left for Bushire on the 20th May. 

3. His Highness Seif-ed-Douleh left Mohammerah for Ispahan on the 26th May. 
Ho left the sheikh in charge of the province, and the latter proposes sending his 
nephew Hanzal, now in charge of Nasiri, to Dizful to govern, and Abd Seyyid to 
Shustar. 

4. ‘The Indian surveyors under Lieutenant Wilson have completed the survey of 
the upper part of Abbadan Island and of Mchammeral: to the Turkish frontier. They 
were at the end of May starting on the southern part of Abbadan to the sea, 

C. B, STOKES, Major, 
Miliary Attaché, 














































199 
(28907) No. 345. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Evrard Grey.—(Received August 3.) 
(No. 140.) 
Sir Gulahek, July 16, 1909. 





I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of an interesting memorandum by 
Major Stokes in regard to recent movements of the Bakhtiari khans and their attitude 
towards the constitution. 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 





Tnelosure in No. 345. 


Memorandum by Major Stokes respecting the Bakhliaris and the Constitution, 
Vay-July 1909, 





May 5.—Dissensions broke out among the Khans, and Samsam-es-Sultanch was 
reported to be endeavouring to seize all positions of vantage along the Ahway-Tspahan 
road, and hostilities in the Bakhtiari country seemed possible, The chief factor was 
tho defection of Sirdar-i-Muhtasham from the nationalist cause, ‘The khans were 
divided as follows 











Nationalist. Royalist. 


Samsam-es-Sultaneh, 
Sirdar-i-Assad. 
ishmat. 






Sirdar-i-Zaffar. Salar-idung. 
Zarghani-es-Sultaneh, Shahab-es-Sultanch, 
Shuja-os-Sultan, 








May 6,—Sirdar-i-Assad arrived at Ispahan 
May 7—Sirdar-i-Assad asked His Majesty's consul-general what would bo the 
attitude of His Majesty's Government towards the Bakhtiari khang if, in spite of the 
Shah's concessions, they advanced on Tehran, 
i-Assad complained bitterly to Mr. Grahame of Sirdar- 
fidy unequalled in the annals of the tribe. He spoke in strong 
terms of the w: h the Russians had supported, and continued to support, the 
Shah's ease, averring that detailed news of Bakhtiari inovements telograplied. by the 
Russian consul-general were daily reported to the Sha. Ho dwelt on the absolute 
faithlessness and bestiality of tho Shah, who, he asserted, had declared that he would 
see Persia in the hands of the Russians than in those of tho ‘constitutionalists, 
He enquired eagerly if there was any truth in the report of a loan of 100,001, to the 
Shah by the British and Russian Governments when the constitution had been granted, 
If that meant as soon as the Shah had signed a piece of papor and before the natiox 
assembly was actually assembled, it would be equivalent to providing the Shah with 
arms to crush the constitution.’ Bad though the Shah was, and excerated by fully 
two-thirds of his subjects, he (Sirdar-i-Assad) was one of those who held thay His 
jesty’s maintenance in power was preferable to the situation which would in all 
ity be created by his removal. 



























fulitasham’s 





































Assad, on another occasion, said that he could not draw back ; he intended 
to cripple the Shab utterly, and only fear of Russian intervention would prevent, his 
dethroning him, Kerbela was encouraging him, and urged that no forcign assurances 
for the security of the national assembly should be accepted. 

May 21.—Sirdar-i-Assad warned Mr. Grahame that a settlement of the differenc 
between the Shah and the nationalists might be only the prelude to hostilities between 
the khans. He explained that for many years past he and his brothers, whose faction 
Wag much more numerous and powerful than that of their cousins, the sons of Imam. 
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Kuli Khan, had kept down the number of their followers so as to effect a balance of 
Power, Recent events hid caused a number of Bakhtiaris to abandon their allegianes 
to the Imam Kuli branch and join the Husain Kuli party. ‘These men neither could 
nor would return to their former allegiance. Besides this, there was tho question of 
the Reza Kuli branch, Zargham-es-Sultaneh and family, which most unfairly Amiri 
Mufaklam and his brothers sought to oust from all share in tribal matters. 

Samsain said that he hoped matters might still be arranged among the khans, 

Murteza Kuli Khan with 100 horsemen arrived at Ispahan From the 
Country. He was reproved by his father, Samsam, a8 the Bakhtiari forces 
ig reduced. 

May 30.—The Ispahan local assembly requested the khans to recall their forces, 
probably owing to tho false report that the Shah's foree at Kashan was coming to 
Ispahan, ‘I'vo hundred Bakhtiari horsemen were recalled to Ispahan. 

tubly telegraphed to the nationalist committee at Tehran pointing 
out that the Balt had disbanded the major part of their forces, handed over 
the telegraph office, accepted the deputy governor, &e., and demandin, 
hofore the evening of the Ist June: Why was the Shah's fore 
was ‘Tehran under martial law? “Why were the Russians still in Tabreea i 
was the electoral law delayed? ‘To this telegram a sarcastic reply was received from 
Saud-ed-Dowleh on the 2nd Juno expressing surprise that out of 200,000 people in 
Tspahan not one had the sense to perceive that things could not be hurried on at this 
crisis, and stating that any constitutional Government in Europe would declare martial 
Jaw under similar The Khans deduced from the Saad-ed-Dowleh’s 
Signature that the nationalist committee at ‘Tehran had resigne 

Between tho 31st May and the th June 200 to 300 of Amir-i-Mufakham's men 
atragaled 

June Mufakham disbanded 200 Bakhtiaris at Kashan. ‘They started 
for Tspahan, he for Tehran, At this dato there were 1,000 Baklitiaris at Ispabian, 


June 8. reported that Sheikh Khazal of Mohammerah had remitted 
12,000 tomans to the Bakhtiari k 


June 9—'ho local assembly of Tspahan tele 


; 1 hed to the diplomatic corps 
‘Tehran protesting against any agre 


i made by Persia with the Powers while 
the Persian Parliament was not sitting. This way due to a report from ‘Tabroen that 
tho Shah had aecopted Buxopean control of the country ; the internal administration 
to Ie under the supervision of England and Russia; the Shali's authority to be 


maintained by the two Powers; no concession to be granted by Persia without their 
consent, 


dine 


have left Kashan without leave and to intend joining Amit-iMutakhamn at 1 

fue 14-—Sirdiiri-Mubtashin dismissed fifty of his mon from Ardistan, 

Tune 16.—Sindar-i-\ssid and about 700 men left Ispahan for Kum by the Naizar 
tte) Messtae from the British Minister to stop them was sent after him on 
the 19th. 

June 20.-—§ ssad’s reply was received that he was going to Tehran for 
constitutional purposes, and his forees were only to guarantee his personal safety, 

Jung 22.—Tho British and Russian consuls-goneral were ordered to overtake 
Sirduri-Assad and tell him that his demonstration was very inopportune, that, the 
reported agreement between Persia and the Powers was untrue, and that, if he die. 


regunted their advieo to stop, he would be considered to be deliberately iatending to 
complicate mattors. 


Two hundred Bakhtiari horsemen reached Kum. ‘They were said to 


ssad. 

shan from 1 . Sit i-Muhtasham and 

100 horsemon arrived at Kashan from Ardistan. Mutamid-i-Khakan called on Mr View 
Consul Aganoor at Ispahan and complained of British interference and the Shabrs 


tnreliability, | Samsam complained of Colonel Liakhof's action at ‘Tehran and of the 
long stay of Russian troops on Persian soil, 


June 25.—Mr. Grahame arrived 
there, and Sirdar. 

June 26,—Sirdar-i-Assad 
The consuls conveyed the warn 


jakhtiaris encamped 


J men and one mountain gun, 
fo him, Samsam telegraphed to Sirdar-i-Assad that 
ist Bakhtiaris were wavering, and that the promise of a share of the Bakhtiari 
country would win them over, 

june 27.—The Kum bazaars were closed by order of Sirdar-i-Assad, and there was 
a holiday’ in honour of his arrival. Samsam stated that the Babhtianis wore noe 
united. 
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i id that Sipahdar 
irdar-i-Assad called on Mr. Grahame at Kum and sai pahdar 
tad Ceri Mpa er saneiog eal e ete Eon Sam said that Sirdar 
fi ding a contingent a 
Muhtasham had been won over and was sending et eee 
it ised (000 men, supplied with bombs and arms, 
society had organised a body of 4,000 n ith arms is the 
‘oach of the Bakhtiaris, Members of this organis 
eaten soe leva, as they knew that the Shah had arranged for te murder 
ign subjects to bring about Russian intervention. 
Seo err nest Sirdar Ash, telegraphed to, Sana 
nd | shan that they een del ; 
Sultanch and Shahab-es-Sultanch at Kash n delaye by illnes, but 
joinii i i-Zaffar and Sirdar Bahadur cat Isp: han wit 0 
Pere On et coe on to Kum, ‘Tho Bakhtiaris st Kastan wore to await 
sand ing against the family interest. a . 
ore Micon ase Sedat Mubiasham telegraphed to Sites ft Kapri tha after 
ing with Si sad at Malamir to serve his country he fell ill, but w: 
ert ing for Tspahan to assist in thig sacred duty. 
y wit z force, and was starting for Ispahan to assis : r 
Fe ees ea icant Baha would accompany hin, | did 
irdar-i his day was addressed to Sirdar-i-Assa 
Te att aroun of tammy guy, but could uot come earlier bocatse 
that he had aleays ben in favour of fly unity but could ot come enix: beoau 
of illness ; that he was now well, and had seen Sirdar ines cunt 
(d strengthened. You on your side 
on the specified terms had been renewed an et. You on your side, will 
have seen Amir-iMufakham and arranged matters wi adil ve 
i vith him. I will come to Ispahan with Si 
strengghiened the fails understanding with him. will ome to Tapalen wi 
semen, and will ask for instructions by telegraph, a 
Sa a rea Sialaes Matiantam aad Sirdie CAacat (9 Autre 
Mufakham, was as follows :— 


i i indar-i-d to a 

“ ‘ved your telograms in which you urged Sirdar-i-Assad to come 

aan ee en Ge nee 

grranged a family understanding, You will of course enter into this arrangement, 
Sirdar Bahadur and I start for Ispahan at once. 


‘olograms from Mesh describing tho fixing on tho row’ by Russians caused an 
st of anti-foreig ally anti-Russian, feeling at Ispahan. Sirdar-i-Ass 

oa Ga { tho tussian action at Meshed in support of Rukn-od-Dowlch aguinst 
Caen i Tspahan from Kum, 

The two consuls-qeneral wore authorised to return to Ispaban i ech 

Behaduecd:Dowich loft Chahar Mabal to join Sirdar-r-Assad, and) furthor lovies 
sre ded Taal = powsDly/ Wie Ziloe Sultan ead at) Ont manie-=es 
sent from London to Sirdar-i-Assad as follows — 


“For fear of the foreigners, finish the business.” 


‘ipahd ce lef vin for Tehran 2 
Re eae Cauriacian arent reatoentt tel Sultanabad, tho Shah's present 
idence, to Sirdar-i-Moatazid, commanding the Shah's force at Kashan, ordering. hin 
se OE a Tohran at oneé, and (0 tell Sirdarci-Aahjéa and Salar-lsAshtut and 
itiaris at Kashan to come with him. s 
Ce ee Sue eent/ iy nrieea all an rom Kem eres Doel 
Paris :— 
“Kum force has started for Tehran.” 


Murteza Kuli Khan and 300 men, the advanced guard of Sirdar-i-Assad’s force, 
ee a ae TSitdar--Assad, with 600 horsemen, 80 rmuledoads of ammunition and 
food, 20 waggons of other material, and 1 gun, loft Kum for ‘Tehran, @ias-icLashkar 
is eat BRN Aeonthy <cothu Ninel iecetietlygieal 
also reached this pla d : ain 

¢ Shah's t it Kashan, 1,200 infantry and 200 horsemen, with three fic 
and eee “eft for Tehran, ‘The Khalaj regiment (800 men), with fifty 
semen, remained at Kashan waiting for transport. of 
2 Mice Landed BakhGaris andions mountain gun lehlspals for Toiran, ‘a 
Aaquasrel between Sarasam and Zargham led to the Tater, with 260 men, with 
(1665) 
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drawing to some 5 miles from Ispalian. Later, Zargham received 5,000 to 
started for Tehran with 450 to 500 men, S Men ona gee 


The Bakhtiaris raised 5,000 tomans in taxes in Ispahan, 


July 3.—Sirdar-i-Assad, with the advanced guard, left for Kaleh-i-Muha i 
asf 2 Sitar Assad e advanced guard, left for Kaleh-i-Muhammad Ali 


‘The Bakhtiaris collected 15,000 tomans in Kum, : 
July 4—Sirdar-iMuhtasham and Sirdar Bahadur arrived at Ispahan with 700 men 
from the Bakhtiari country. 
‘The Shah’s troops forcibly 
Joint warnings from the Bi 
Assad at Robat-i-Kerim and to 
with Sirdar-i-Assad near Robat-i-Kerim. 
reconciliation. ‘This did not take place, ai 
Shah's side, 
An advanced party of Sipahdar’s force, 350 strong, attacked 350 of the Persian 
Cossack brigade at Shahabad, 16 miles west of ‘Tehran, and was defeated. 


CBS. 





(28923) No. 346, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 


(Ne: 592.) 
ir, Constantinople, July 26, 1909. 

WITH reforonco to my despateh No, 554, and your telegram Nec 4%, 1 have eho 
honour to forward herewith a despatch from Lieutenit-Colonel Ramsay, eonsul-general 
‘Mt Bagdad, enclosing translation of reply received from the Mujtahids’ to the ‘consul: 
gonoral’s letter, requesting them to endeavour to restore peace in Persia, 

Thave, &e, 
GERARD LOWTHER. 


——<—$<—<—_$_——___ 
Tnclosure 1 in No. 346. 


Consul-General Ramsay to Sir G, Lowther, 
a7) msay to Sir G, Lowther 


it, Bagdad, June 28, 1909, 


eney that the letter, of which I forwarded 
dated the 11th June, 1909, were sent to the 


HAVE the honour to inform your E 
translations with my despatch No, 66, 
following Mujtahids :— 


(1) Akhund Mulla Muhammad Kadhim Khorassani 
Ci d Abdulla Mazandaran age atl 


‘Tabatabay 
Mazandaran, 

Muhammad ‘Taki, at Samarra, 

h Muhammad Taki, at Kadhimain, 


2. [ now enclose, for your Excell 
by Nos Land 2 The 
Abdulla Mazandaran, 


mation, a translation of a reply signed 
5 and 6 are practically identical. Seyyid 
i Sat the joint letter, has written me a separate 
letter, in which hie says tha 1 his people would be able to settle their 
differences if there was no further foreign interferenos, and that f 

and excited state of Persia is far more due to the presonee 

soil than to any delay in sottliny dotails about constitu 

_ Owing to the absence of No. 4 
him, and the others have not yet answered, 


3. The letters addressed ‘to Nejef and Karbala were delivered by i 

fo Nejef and Ka y the i 
whom Thad told to say that, as fir as his information went, the Reasian eee 
coms to Tabrecr. in consequence of the ditvet action of the people of Tabreea, whe fousd 
themselves starving, and who threatened toattack the foretgnors with the express object 


Tans frvign interference, which would mean the opening of the roads leading to 


203 


The vice-consul reports that at Nejef Mulla Muhammad Kadhim was very bitter 
against the Russians, and while he did not deny the correctness of the vice-consul’s 
explanation of their presence at Tabreez, he added that much was also due to their 
natural habits of aggression. It is curious that none of the Mujtahids said anything 
about Turkish aggression on Persian territory. Seyyid Kudhim Yezdi at first said that 
he wonld send me no reply, but afterwards said he would send one later, ‘The vioe- 
consul says that the day before his arrival Seyyid Kadhim had, atthe earnest, request 
of Mulla Muhammad Kadhim Khorassani, written a telegram to the Shah saying that 
he should get: the Russians out of Persia by whatever means he thinks necessary, but 
after seeing the vice-consul Seyyid Kadhiny managed to get back his: telegram, and 
seemed inclined to be less bellicose. 

At Karbala the vice:consul found the Mujtahids inclined to follow the lead of 
Nejef, which they have eventually done. Sheikh Hussein Mazandarani was strongly 
in favour of acting in accordance with the wishes expressed in your Exeellency’s 
telegram, and he told the vice-consul that, in his opinion, the telegram should be 
considered as.a foreign ultimatum, after which the Shah, with the help of England and 
Russia, would hold the Mujtahids responsible, and perhaps try them by court-martial, 
‘The viee-consul reports that there is an intense hatred of Russia and an inclination to 
admit that England had been friendly and honest in its dealings with Persia, 

Thave, &, 
J, RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General, Bagdad. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 346, 


Mulla Muhammad Kadhim-el-Khorassani and Sheikh Abdulla-el-Mazandarani to 
Consul-General Kamsay. 


(Translation.) Brd Jamadi-us-Sani, 1827 (June 22, 1909). 

IN reply to the telegram of the British Ambassador at Constantinople, the ceria 
translation of which was enclosed by the consul-seneral, Bagdad, in his lottor dated tho 
25th Jamadi-ul-Awal, 1827 (to our nddress), 

We are exouedingly grateful that through the Kind and wellsmeaning advieo of 
the two Governments of England and Russia to the Shahi the constitution, has been 
restored, which is the orbit of the kingdom's peace. Of course the preservation of the 
friendly relations between the three countries, the observance of neighbourly duties 
and the disinterested brotherly love of the Kings demanded (the adoption of) this very 
course intl we always wish tho perfection and consolidation of theas Totlings 

With regard to the unrest in Persia, to which you refer, it is well known to all 
those who have studied the circumstances that the revolutions in Persia are exactly of 
the nature of those revolutions which in all countries have originated with the efforts of 
the people for securing constitutional and national rights, and the selfish eagerness of tho 
people of the court to usurp them, ‘The most Joyal nation of Persia, with perfect loyalty 
to the Crown, and with due sense of recognition of the preservation of the rights and 
life of the foreigners, only demanded the eonsolidation of the foundation of constitution, 
removal of the agitators of disturbances, a guarantee against the renewal of breach of 
promises, and an assurance that it will be impossible for the court circle to act 
dishonestly in future. With the earnest co-operation of the King in securing the 
objects of the nation the original causes of differences will naturally be removed, and 
peace will have been perfictly obtained, and (then) we shall also. not fail to co-operate 
tn every way. 


has recalled its 
marine troops from Bushire, an] ‘hereby caused the spiritual leaders, as well as all 
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fhe Moslems, to admire its just the same way the Russian Government too should 
1 ps, and thus bring e he dist 
recall its troops, and thus bring about the removal of the disturbances’ which they 


For this all will be grateful, 


Note,—The lettors from Seyyid Mubammad Bak y ich Husei 
pfaSarpala Ge sila iovenerayres 0 ete: enminvey aud SHeikhy Heer 





(28889) 


Rees Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 


Sir, St. Petersburgh, July 27, 1909. 


: WHEN I called on the Minister for Foreign Affaires e 
intended, in the absence of instruetions from oak (agate Tea of ey 
of the Russian troops from Kazvin, as I presumed that this would form one of he 
subjects of your conversations with his Excellency at Cowes, M. Isvolsky, however, 
himself referred to the matter, informing me that the Persian Ministor had come to see 
him by instruction of the ing Pe in Minister for Foreign Affairs, and had ako 
Whether Russia did not now see her way to removing her troops from Persian territo 
M, Isvolsky had roplied to the effect that, until it was clear, which as yet it was nev 
that order had been definitely re-established in North Persia, Russia could not recall 
her freoeLaska hat observations Isaak Khan had offered on that statement, The 
01 01 uit, a8 Isaak Kh i icipates er disord ii 
Pers, hs hl not fol vary much Wy soy annneted further daorders in 
in 1 he A for Foreign Affairs then went on to ‘speak to me of the likelihood that 
thoro sould bo of renewed fighting in ‘Tehran and other parts of Persia, and remarked 
that Russia could not withdrew hor troops with the prospect of having to send. then 
back again, As I did not wish to appear to nequiesco in the desirability of the Russian 
exneiton romaining at Kezvin, Ta | that it seemed to-me, admitting the uncertainty 
ie outlook in North Persia, that Ri had two courses op o he @ Wi 
Koop hor force at Kuzvin, with the att Tarun ie aie es 
indefinitel, The other was to bring her legation at Tehran up pes 
Strength was deemed to be amply suilicient, in the t of dis ie 08, for the 
protection of foreign intorests—100 or 200, or even 300 men if necessary_—and then to 
recall her expeditionary forco and let events take their course. 5: as 
M. Tnvolsky first objected that the Persian Government would dislike to see a 
tched into Tolan, aud that this course would be interpreted! as an act of 
intervention. Tpointed out that if the Government at ‘Tehran snderstood that the 
strengthening of the logation guard was. the eon ditio 
Wo kl be forthwith recalled, they would not be likel 
Excolleney seemed to admit that this was the 
matter was one which must be consi 
opinion upon it at once, fi 
EEL ment 4 
M, Isvelsk ( legation. guards, 
ly provide for the protection of foreign 
Tehran. He is also, I think, quite 
n view of all Russia's recent declarations, of defending 
nonce the possibility of danger to foreign lives and 
At the same time it is evident from his Excellency’s 
id tho Council of Ministers to 
and certain 


property as been guarded ag 
langgage to mo that ho 


of looking at the matter, so far as Lean judge, is 

ool vay ig at the matter, so far as Lean judge, is that now the 

too are neighbourhood of the Persian capital it would seem a pity to recall 

them until it is quite plain thot their prosenee cannot be turned iu some way to accoult. 
sees uo particu ction to leaving them for « while at Kazvin, where, as be 
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remarked to me with satisfaction, they had been very amiably received: ‘The outlook 
jn Persia his Excellency considers exceedingly obscure, and circumstances may easily 
arise in which the presenee of a military foree would enable Russia to insist with more 
weight than she could otherwise have done on measures being. taken which: she judged 
necessary for the protection of her interests. There is also the consideration that so 
Jong as the Russian force is established on the road to ‘Vehran there is no danger of 
interruption of traffic such as has on reeont occasions caused such heavy, losses to 
Russian trade. ‘Then again this is a question in which M. Isvolsky has to count with 
the views of the military authorities. Ihave no doubt that the general staff is most 
anxious not to be drawn into operations of any magnitude in Persia, Stull T should 
imagine that the military element in this country is on general principles always 
reluctant to withdraw Russian troops from any foreign territory upon which they 
happen to have established themselves, and it is quite likely that the military attitude 
in the present matter will not be altogether uninfluenced by sentiments of that kind. 


Thave, &c. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 





[28890] No. 348. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 


St. Petersburgh, July 28, 1909, 

‘THE Ministor for Foreign Affairs has spoken to me several times during the last 

ys regarding the situation in Tabreez and in the adjoining rogion. On the 
18th instant his Excellency stated that the condition of affairs in Tabroez was most 
unsatisfactory, and that he had instructed the Russian chargé. d'affaires at Tehran to 
impress on the Persian Government the necessity of immediately sending a governor- 
goneral to the town, with the foree necessary to establish his authority, failing which, 
Russia would be compelled herself to take the steps necessary for the protection of her 
interests. On my enquiring what had occurred to call for theso instructions, M. Isvolsky 
referred to Sattar Khan having announced that he was to bo appointed governor. 
general, a thing which the Russian Government would no doubt haye considered 
intolerable ; and he also spoke of extortion being practised on the residents by fedais 
masquerading as policemen, and of an agitation being fomented against the presence 
of tho Russian troops, He gave mo to understand that if the Persian Government 
failed to establish law and order without delay, it would become necessary for Russia 
to take the measures required 

On the following day his Excellency again spoke to me on the same subject, but 
he now seemed to take a less unfavourable view of the situation, He had been 
informed by the Turkish Ambassador of instructions having been sent to the Turkish 
cousulate-genoral to the effect that it was desirable that Sattar and Baghir Khans 
should leave Persia, but that if they were unwilling to do 80, they should no onger b 

itted to remain in the consulate-general ; and he seemed satisfied with the action 

by tho Ottoman Goyernment on this point, Isaid to his Uxcollency that Thad 

not gathered from what he had told me on the previous day that there hid been any: 

jury’ to Russian persons or property, and this he admitted to be tho 

Dut he added’ that there was a general condition of unrest at, Tubreez which 

it urgently necessary that a governor should proceed to the spot without delay. 

M, Sazonoff, tlie Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, mentioned to me yesterday that 

he had no nows of the departure for Tabreez of the newly appointed Governor-Ceneral 

Mukhbir-es-Sultanch, who for the rest, he said, was according to the information of tho 

Russian Government a man of no great worth, M, Sazonoff stated that ho had 

received no news of a disquicting character from Tabreez during the last two or 
three days. 

M, Isvolsky has also more than once spoken to mo of Ardebil as a possible source 
of danger, owing to the intolerable depredations committed in the vicinity by the 
Shahsevan tribe. Here again M, Isvolsky recognised that there had been no recent 
cases of ditect injury inflicted on the persons or property of Russians ; but ML. Sazonoff, 
who referred to the abject yesterday, stated that Russian goods to the value of 
50,000 were held up in the town owing to the danger of attempting to distribute 
thet in the interior. ‘The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me that the 
Russian Government intended to organise a punitive expedition against the Shalisovans 
next 5 if ‘The expedition sent aguinst the tribe in April and! May of last year 

1685 3G 
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1¢ (my despatch No. 210 of the 

1908) had not proved altogether 

successful, and the fines imposed on them 

could not be collected. they would be obliged to bring 

ir be practicable to deal with them 

ish Ambassador yesterday sent me a message expressing anxiety to see 

ine, and T called upon him the same afternoon. ‘The veteran diplomatist conversed for 

Some time on indifferent matters, and then, passing easily to the subject of Tabreca 

set himself to ascertain what I knew as to the numbers of the Russian troops in. tha 

region, and what probability there was of their being withdrawn, In regard to the 

latter point, I said that I felt quite sure that they would not be wwithdravn until the 

same was done with the ‘Turkish troops, and T asked his I whether, after a 

Governor-geveral had arrived at ‘Tabreez and restored order, Turkey would be prepared 

I her forces from the neighbourhood. To this question his Excellency replied 

by earnestly assuring me that ‘Turkoy’s sole desire was to see the prosperity: of Porte 
and the triumph of liberal priuciples in that country. 

After these preliminaries Turkhan Pa me abruptly to the matter in hand, 
hot, T think, without the secret hope of suxprising some special information of which 
he thought that I might be in possession, He thrust into mny hands a teloarom which 
he had just received from, the ‘Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating that. the 
Russians were reported to have occupied all the positions near a place ealled ‘Teholdje, 
qh the Arnxes, with a considerable force of infantry and cavalry. His Excellency abd 
wore not able to identify Tehdldja on tho map, but as itis described us being Gn tho 
Araxes, the positions said to be ocoupied would seem to be practically. on the fontion 
Purkhan Pasha was instructed to ascortain what truth there was inthe report, aed 
seomed greatly at a loss as to how to proceed, sitice he considered that it ould bo 
useless to quostion M. Sazonoff, He also begged me not to mention to M. Sazonote 
that he had spoken to me. 

I saw the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs later in the same afternoon, and 
though T asked no questions as to the movements of Russian troops in. Azerbequn, he 
Spoke al considerable length about the numbers of the Russian forces in that province, 

ated beyond the 

is made above, He 

there were no less than five 

n territory, adding that, personally, he 


Tha x 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 


ig a hint that any sp 
xpedition against the Shah 
according to the Ituss 
or six Turkish battalions at present in 
thought this estimate was probably exaggerated. 





(28877) 19. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received August 3.) 
(Confidential) E 
Sir, Admiralty, August 2, 19( 

T AM commanded by my Lords ( nissioners of th Admiralty to transmi 
the information. of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram, dated 
the 2nd August, from the commander-it ief, East Indies, 

A copy has also been sent to the Indi 

Tam, &. 
C.T, THOMAS. 

a 


Tnclosure in No 
Commander-in-Chief, East Indies, to Admiralty, 
Colombo, August 2, 1909, 


an Gulf, telegraphs that the naval force landed for service at 
ping of the 2nd August, 
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[29031] No. 350. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 
(No. 643.) 


legraphic.) P, : Gulahek, dugust 3, 1909. 
te Ttacian colleague, on instructions from his Government, is again making 
strong representations to the Persian Government with regard to the disorders created 
by the Shahsevan tribes at Ardebil, on which I reported in my telegram No, 622 of the 
2nd July. s 
graven presented to the Persian Government a note, warning them that 
Russia will herself send « detachment of troops into this district unless within two days 
a capable and energetic Governor, accompanied by a suitable force, has actually started 
for Ardebil ( 
ae giving my support to M. Sabline’s demand concerning the Governor and the 
escort to uecompany him, 





(29231) AOD 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 
{Telographic) P. Gutahek, August 3, 1909. 

HORMUZ oxide. 

Please see my telegram No, 553 of the 9th July. : 

T understand that, in the event of the new Government cancelling M 
concession—a possibility which must now be contemplated—Strick would wish to 
obtain it, His Majesty's Government are, T know, desitous to assist Strick in this, but 
Moin could not fail to apply for our protection on the score of his contract with, Wei 
Two could be certain that Weir's interests were sfeguarted—that is to say if Moin's 
sueeessor were to undertake to respect the original concossionnaire’s obligations in that 
quarter presume that we should be oblige to oppose the Persian Government in this 
ratter, but T should be somewhat reluctant to refuse Moin our support in view of the 

nage which might result, fom his hostility to our interests in the south, Te might 
bo worth while to run this isk, if we wero cortain that Strick would ‘obtain the 

t the next concession will costa very heavy sum, and Strick might not 

up if he realises that the maintenance of Weir's contract must in any 
case be ensured, covering, as I believe it does, the world’s supply of oxide for threw 
years. : neo 
“Moin, T admit, is at present passively obstructive to us, but before taking action 
we should sell consider the contingency of his actively opposing us, for instance, by 
accepting German overtures, 4 

Tam by no means certain that the Government contemplate revoking the 
concession, bit I feel that it is a matter which may come up at any moment, and T 
should like to be in a position to act quickly, either in the interests of Moin or Striok, 
if the oceasion a 





(29211) No. 352. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 


(No, 6 
Telegraphic.) P, Gulahel, August 8, 1909, 
rE sual hope of our succeeding in inducing the ex-Shah and the present. 
Government to come to terms on the question of the jowels, &,, unless we bring’ strong 
pressure to bear, and my Russian colleague and T are now pressings upon both parties & 
compromise by which the Persian Government would increase His late Majesty's civil 
list to 50,000 tomans, and the latter surrender the jewels now in dispute. ? 

Mohammed “Ali Mirza’s personal property’ is, it transpires, almost entirely 
hypothecated to the Banque d'Escompte, 

Reference is to my telegram No, 642 of the 2nd August, 
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(29123) No. 353. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received August 3.) 
(No, 646.) 


(elegraphie,) P, Gulatek, August 3, 1909, 

[HAVE received! the following telegram No. 174 from His Majesty's acting 
consul-general at Tabreen :— 

“No news of Russian troops on the Araxes has reached me, but it is unlikely that, 
with the present disorganisation of local communications, I could obtain any up to-date 
information except through Russian consul-general, who appears ignorant of the 
movements in question. 4 

“No doubt there is considerable exaggeration in the military authorities estimate of 
number of Turkish troops. M. Miller tells me that they do not exceed 700 at most.” 


Please see St, Petersburgh telegram No. 369. 











(29282) No, 354, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 
(No. 647.) 
(Relographic.) P, Gulahek, August 3, 1909. 
T LEARN fiom tho ‘Telegraph Department that the reinforcements dispatched 
from Bushire arrived yesterday wt Shiraz, 
‘Twelve miles outside the town Sowlet-ed-Dowlch’s force of at least 2,000 men 1s 
encamped. T instructed His Majesty's consul to endeavour to persuade him not to 
Audvunge. | He hs conseited to delay three days before occupying the town, Ele insist, 
however, that Alacd-Dowleh’s appointment be cancelled, I am bringing this to the 
notice of the Persian Government 



























(29333) No. 


The Manchester Chauiber of Commerce to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 
Sir, Manchester, August 3, 1909, 
es me to forward to you the enclosed copy of a letter which 
as connected with this Chamber who are interested in trade 





{PIE president de 
ho tins received from ti 
with Porsia, 

‘Tho security of transit by the roads in that country is a matter of common concern 
to all/classes of traders and commorcial men, and the president commends this com- 
snusientio to you, Teoling assured tat you wil take auch ction ms you properly can 

amy & 

WALTER SPEAKMAN, Seoretary. 



























Inclosure in No, 359. 


The Sianchester and Liverpool Banking Company aud other Fums tu the Maxchester 
Chanber of Commerce. 


Sir, Manchester, July 30, 1909. 

‘DH undersigned bankers, merchants, shippers, and manufacturers engaged in 
the Persian tride woul be greatly obliged by your drawing the attention of the 

etry of State for Foreign Affairs to the deplorable condition of things prevailing 
in Mid and Southern B For very many months past the main trade routes have 
Jeon in the hinds of robber bands, and trade completely paralysed, and there ean be 
nig question of the urgent need for prompt and energetic measures for their suppression 
























al Government is well disposed towards His M jovernment, 
and the Bakhtiari chiefs, including the new Minister of the Interior (Sardar Assad), 
have expressed thonsclves as being under a deep sense of obligation to Great Britain. 
We understand that Major Cos, His Majesty’s resident in Bushire, is, or will shortly 
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be, in Tehran to consult with Sir George Barclay on the state of affairs in Southern 
Persia, and we believe that Major Cox and Mr. George Grahame, His Majesty's consul- 

eral in Ispahan, are both in favour of a system of road patrols, and also that 
Sir George Barclay is inclined to press this question upon the immediate attention of 
the Persian Government. 

Under these circumstances we feel that the present time is most opportune for 
bringing the matter to the notice of the Persian Government, and we would ask you to 
most strongly urge that a telegram be sent to His Majesty’s Minister in'Tehran desiring 
him to impress upon the new Government the necessity for prompt: and energetic 
measures for securing the safety of the main caravan routes by the establishment of a 

tem of paid road patrols (the present. road guards are not paid, and are themselves 














5 
guilty of enforcing heavy levies from the mulcteers). We feel strongly that if His 
Majesty's Minister in ‘Tehran is authorised to assist and advise the Persian Government 





in this matter very much can be done for the advantage of British commerce in Persia, 
and, incidentally, for the increase of the Persian customs revenues. We are, moreover, 
convinced that any representations on the subject would be met by the now Persian 
Minister of the Interior in a most friendly and sympathetic spirit. 

We trust that you will put this matter very fully before Sir Hdward Grey, and trust 
that prompt and energotie measures will be taken by the Secretary of Stato for Foreign 
Affairs. 





We are, &e. 
(Per pro the Manchester and Liverpool 
District Banking Company), 
DRUMMOND FRASER, Menager. 
(And twenty other firms.) 








(29348) No. 356. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 


(No. 648.) 

(Pelegraphic.) R. 
MY telegram No. 643 of the 
Rn 


Tehran, August 4, 1909. 





d August. 
an chargé d'affaires tells me that he is promised a note from the Persian 
Governuent by this evening, announcing departure of a strong governor for Ardebil 
with a strong escort. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 











[29349] No. 357. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4. 
(No. 619.) s ay eh 
(Telegraphic. P, Gulahek, August 4, 1909. 
PLEASE see my telegram No, 638 of the 30th July, relative to the execution df 
the former deputy governor of Tehran, till recently a Russian basti. 
‘The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs has visited M. Sabline to tender an 
apology, and the incident is now closed. 

















(29350) No. 358, 





G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 
(No. 650.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, August 4, 1909, 

THE further despatch, as to which you enquire in your telegram No, 408 of the 
3rd August, should reach you about the 17th August by post. 

Tt was on a letter from Preece asserting that the khans’ interests have not 
heen neglected that I hased my private telegram of the 28th May. I am now 
forwarding to you a further despatch which I have received from His Majesty's consul 
at Ahwaz, It'would seem that a letter which the manager has addressed to the klans 
has left them under misconception as to the shares they are entitled to in the various 
companies. 

SS 


(1665) 3H 
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[29851] No. 359. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 4.) 
(No. 651.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 4, 1909. 

T LEARN from my Russian colleague that his Government have enquired of him 
whether the rumour that Dr. Lindley is to replace M. Smirnow as the Shah’s tutor 
(reported in my two private telegrams of the Ist August) is true. ‘The impression 
made at St. Petersburgh by this story is, he says, very bad. 

Dr. Lindley has not as yet received any proposal, and Ihave assured M. Sabline 
that if any be anade I will consider it together with him in friendly consultation. 





(29354) No. 360. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Gre (Received August 4.) 
(No. 972. 
(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, August 4, 1909. 
TAM informed by Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that no preparations have as 
yet been made for the dispatch of a Russian expedition to Ardebil, and that the 
question is not an immediate one. As yet all that has been done is to decide in 





(29232) No. 361. 


Sir Bidward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 40 
(Tel ) Foreign Office, August 4, 1909. 
WVERNORSHIP of Tabreoz. 
your telegram No, 647 of the 3rd. August. 

In view of report in above telegram, it may still be worth considering whether the 
appointment of Ali-ed-Dowleh could be ai Minister for Foreign 
Affains told me that ho is disappointed that Ala-ed-Dowleb has not goue to Tabreez, as 
govornor. 





(28616) No, 362. 


Sir Kdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 117.) 
Sin, i Foreign Office, August 4, 1909, 

L'PRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a letter from the Persian ‘Transport 

y (Limited),* requesting that the Persian Government may be informed that 
the unsettled condition of Persia has prevented them from completing, the necessary 
work on the roads with respect to which thoy hold a concession, 

T have accordingly to request you, should you see no objection, to address 0 
communication to the Persian Government in the senso desired by the company, 
omitting, however, at_any rate for the present, all reference to the possible future 
demand for a renewal of the company’s concession alluded to in the last sentence of 
their letter. 

Copy of the reply which I have caused to be returned to the company is also 
onclosed-t 

Tam, & 
(Signed) E. GREY. 





* No, sui, t Seo No. 364, 
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[28622] No. 368. 
Foreign Office (o India Office. 


Foreign Office, August 4, 1909. 
ff directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th ultimo on the question of the protection of British lives and property 
in Persia during disturbances, with special reference to the danger which has recently 
threatened Kerinan, 

T am to inform you, in reply to the enquiry contained in the last paragraph of 
your letter, that Sir B, Grey is of opinion that it would be dosirable in existing 
circumstances to act on the suggestion of Viscount Morley to warn the Government of 
India to be ready to dispatch troops to the Gulf at very short notice should such action 
be required, subject to the understanding that no definite step in this direction should 
be taken wthout express instructions from his Lordship, 

Tam to add that though, as a precautionary measure, it is well to be prepared for 
the contemplated eventuality, there is, in Sir E. Grey's opinion, every reason to hope 
that no necessity for the dispatch of this force will actually arise, 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 


(28616) No. 364, 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 4, 1909. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 27th ultimo on the subject, of the concession held by your company for 
the construction of cortain roads in Persia, 


n to inform you in reply that, in accordance with the wish expressed. by you, 
Sir ©. Grey has instructed His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, should he see no objection, 


to address a communication to the Persian Government to the effect that, owing to the 
unsettled condition of the country, your company have been unable ta complete the 
necessary work on these rods. 
Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLED. 





(29475) No, 365, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 5.) 

(No. 652.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, August 5, 1909. 

HAVE received very confidential information to the effect that the Porsian 
Government are about to cancel Moin’s concession for Hormuz oxide. A certain 
Persian subject is, 1 am assured, willing to serve the Government an annuity of 
80,000 tomans in return for this concession, 

Please see my telegram No. 644 of the 3rd August. 





(29476) No. 366. 


Sir G. Larclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Auyust 5.) 
(No, 653), 
(elegraphic.) P. 

INDIAN guard for oil company. 

Thave received a report from His Majesty’s consul-general at Bushire to the effect 
that, the company's agent has agreed to the withdrawal of the guard, which 
awaiting final orders at Ahwaz. 

Major Cox has submitted to the Indian Government @ proposal for the retention 
of a part of this force to act as escort for Mr. Wilson on the tour which he will probably 


Gulahek, August 5, 1909. 


now 





undertake for th ha irrigation surveys referred to in Bushire telegram, repeated 
in my telegram No, 636 of the 20th J If Mr. Wilson’s journey is sanctioned, he 
will need a sufficient mounted escort to keep constantly in touch with Mohammerah 
in order that his consular duties may not be interfered with by his survey work. 





(29477) No, 367. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received it 5.) 
(No. 654.) zy ee 
(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, August 5, 1909, 

‘THE negotiations conducted by the two legations with the ex-Shah and repre- 
sontatives of the Nationalist committee, to which I referred in my telegram No. 645 of 
the 3rd August, have re the signing of a protocol by the Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, some me of the committee, and the dragomans of the two 
legations ; it is to the following effect : 


(R.) Article 1. Al! jewels in His Majesty's possession which are found after an 
ion conducted hefore representatives of the two legations to belong to the 

Crown to be give 

Art, 2, His Maj so give up all documents relating to jewels which have 
eon parwned. 1 nit may, if it chooses, redeem these. 

Art, 3. Persian Goverament will give His Majesty 75,000 tomans a-year, payable 
half-yenrly in advance through the Ru 

Art. A list of missing jowels will be presented to the two legations, who will 
obtain all possible information from His Majesty as to their whereabouts, and if they 
aro still in Tis Majesty's possession or that of his entourage logations will do their 
uuimost to recover tem, 


Art. 5, TE any je are sold by His Majesty after the rd August, their value will 


bo deducted from Tlis Majesty's civil list 
Art, 6, His Majesty will leave ‘Tohran not later than the 17th August. 


Vester he investigation il down in articlo 1 was held, aud after considerable 
pressuire had boon brought to. bear, the ded over a great number of jewels 
Which, le had hitherto maintained, belonged to him personally. : 
Tavasnot without great pressurealsothat thecommitteegavetheir provisional consent 
to the increased pension, and the two representatives will, no doubt, have difficulty iu 
extracting the ral ion of this agreement from the P at when the 


the moment, however, the remov Majesty, who is sti 
‘\ centre of intrigno, is our chief cone Nee 


Tn communi 
that an invitation nt to him to convey to His Maj 


Suggests that i 


5 to subi i tructed to put forward a similar 
suggestion, His Majesty will doubtless do all in his power to delay departure. 


Consequently, the invitation should be of as perei i 

neatly, tation should be of as peremptory a character us possible. 

vie pe leussian collesue hus asked me very confidentially to endeavour to obtain for 
his proposal the support of His Majesty's Government with the Russian Government. 





(29471) No, 368, 


Sir Edward @ fa Sir G. Barela 
(Nova) rey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(etexeaphic) Foreign Office, August 5 
HN fant \ ter for Foreign Affairs I drew attention to the 
possibility that the Rus of the Ci might be removed and 
alicers of some other nationality put to the likelihood of Zikex 
Sultan intsiguing to become Shah vas ready to help Russia to prevent 
cither of these events occurring, Talso showed him your first private telegrams of the 
© 4 iutox for the Shah, and said that we were ready to eo-operate 
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sith Russian representative at Tehran in preventing any changes disadvantageous to 
Russia in this or other matters. 

(On the question of the Russian troops in Persia, I said that I strongly deprecated 
their staying lang tn the Goustey, a8 Welt conlinued| presence Hoth weakened te fores) 
of our complaints against encroachments of Turkish troops and increased the chances 
of autiRussian agitation. M. Isvolsky replied that the Viceroy of the Caucasus and 
himself were both extremely anxious to effect the withdrawal of the Russian force, 
Dut that in the case of the troops at, Tabreea it was very diffiult to remove them till 
security was guaranteed by the appointment of a strong Persian governor, while, as 
regards the Kazvin force, he considered that the uncertainty of affairs at Tehran was 
too great to permit of their immediate withdrawal. He mentioned the appointment as 
head of police at Tehran of a Russian Caucasian guilty of crimes committed in Russia 

fan instance of the unsatisfactory state of affairs. I said that it was for the Russian 

jovernment to decide what measures taken by the Persian Government in Northern 
Persia would inspire such confidence that the Russian Government would withdraw 
their troops. We would then co-operate in urging on the Persian Government the 
adoption of those measures. 

Both His Majesty and M. Ievolsky remarked upon the manner in which the Anglo- 
Russian agreement had weathered the recent storm, and expressed great satisfaction 
avit 


(28852) No. 869. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Auyust 5, 1909. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Groy to transmit to you herewith copy of 
a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, proposing to ask the Persian 
overnment for escorts for the repairing parties which the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department will send out in October next, and to state that if these parties aro not 
ready at the proper time and place, Indian troops will be employed instead. 
Tam to state thot Sir E, Grey’ is disposed, with tho concurrence of Viscount 
Morley, to approve the terms of Sir G. Barcl 
Persian Government. 


suggested communication to the 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(28458) No, 370, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


(Confidential.) rm pe 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 6, 1909. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 12th May relative to the financial arrange 
ments involved in the proposed transfer of the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratabad 
telegraph lines, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith copy of a letter which, in accordance with the wish expressed by you, he 
caused to be addressed to the ‘Treasury,* proposing that any increase of charge con- 
juent on this transaction beyond a sum of 20,000 rupees a-year to be borne, as 
therto, by Indian revenues alone, should he equally divided between the Imperial and 
Indian exchequers. ss 
Tam also to transmit copy of the reply returned to this communication ¢ from which 
scount Morley will perceive that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury 
sanction the proposal in principle pending the conclusion of such an agreement with 
Persia as will enable dofinito financial proposals to be inade, 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLE 
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(29598) No. 371. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 6.) 


India Office, August 5, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter, dated the 23rd July, 1909, as to an enquiry received from 

jo-Persian Oil Company regarding geological surveys in Persia, I am directed 
it Viscount Morley agrees that the company should be advised to procure 
s. Kegan, Paul, and Co. a copy of the published edition of the “Memoirs 
of the Geological Survey of India,” vol, xxxiv, part 4. 

Tam to add that, in view of the terms of the company’s letter of the 15th July, 
Lord Morley would suggest that they might be warned that no financial assistance can 
he expected towards the cost of the survey contemplated, but he sees no objection to 
their being supplied with any technical information which the Government of India 
may be able to furnish for the use of their surveyors. 

Tam, &e. 
‘A. GODLEY. 





{29610| No. 33 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Greu.-(Received August 6,) 
(No. 05.) 
(teiegeaphic,) P. 
PLEASE: see my telegram No, 638 of the 30th Jul 
Nationalists have now dispensed with the special tribunal referred to. 
our executions in all have taken place, 


Gulihek, August 6, 1909, 


(29614) No, 873, 





a Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 6.) 
(No 
(Telesgraphic,) —B St. Petersburgh, August 6, 1909. 
DEPARTURE of ex-Shah of Persia from Tehran. Please refer to telegram 
from ‘Teltran of yes : 
dss the im 


the immediate departure of Mohammed Ali was 
rnment, but he had some apprehension lest after 

ation night be refused by the Medjliss to the arrangement 

a t respecting His Majesty's pension ; he assumed that the sanction of the 
legislature would be necessary for this arrangement, The ex-Shab also owed a large 
debi to the Russian bank in ‘Tehran, aud this was a further source of dificulty, “These 
sare to be discussed by M, Sazonow with the Minister of Finance. 





(29475) ‘0. 874. 


ir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barelay. 


(No. 412) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, August 6, 1909 
OXIDE concessions SER ORS eset Oe: 
You should do all that can be done in support of Moin, if, in your opinion, it is 
any tse obtaining concession for him, If you think it no use, fou should try to cecure 
coneossion for Strick. "Ho would, T think, be prepared to give more than 80,000 tomans, 


and undertakes to continue Andrew Weir's contract. For detail , however, you should 
communicate with his agent s 


With regard to Weir's 
T receives the concession, h 


‘ontract, you should impress upon Persian Government that, 


contract must be maintained, 





(20477) 


Su Baivard Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 

(No, 1021.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 6, 1909. 
DEPARTURE of ex-Shah for Russia (see Tehran telogram No. 654 of yesterday). 
Communicate arrangerients reported to Russian Government, and press them to 

invite the ex-Shah to start for Russia on the 17th instant in such terms that His 

Majesty will not he able to ignore their invitation. 





(24792) AOU 


Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne, 

(No, 1030.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, August 6, 1909. 
ASCERTAIN when Russian Government will be ready to reply to matter in my 

telegram No. 805 of the Ist July regarding loan of Mr, New. 





(30951) No..877: 


Edward Grey to Mr, O' Beirne. 
(No. 233. Confidential.) he 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 6, 1909. 

M, ISVOLSKY*and Count Benekendorif came to luncheosi on board’ the Admiralty 
yacht at Cowes on August rd, and afterwards a conversation took place between them 
and the Prime Minister, Sir A, Nicolson, and myself. 

In regard to the Porsian question, I told 3M Tavolsky that we had had some 
diflieulty with a section of opinion here, composed of people who, had made up their 
minds that Russia was determined to establish a military occupation, or at least. somo 
sort of protectorate, in the north of Persia, ‘Tho fact that no Russian troops had been 
sent to Tehran, thus allowing things to take their own course there, had silenced this 
section for the present, I was, however, afraid that a corresponding section of Russian 
opinion might be apprehensive that what hiad been happening in Persia might lead to 
changes unfavourable to Russia, As instances, I mentioned three things which might 
lead to a feeling of this kind: (1) the displacement of the Russian officers now, in 

sia; (2) a successful intrigue by the Zil to make himself Shah; and (8) the 
smissal of the present Russian tutor of the young Shah and his replacement. by an 
Englishman, such ae Dr. Lindley. I said, I aasumed thnt tho Ttusean Goverment 
coitld not agree to the replacement of Russian officers in Persia by oflicers of auothor 
and Tadded that in this matter, and in the other matters I had mentioned, 
such further occasions as might arise in future, we should be willing to. co- 
operate with the Russian Government in order to prevent changes in Persia. which 
would be to the disadvantage of Russian: for we did not regard the Anglo-Russian 
convention as disturbing the position which Russia had acquired in Persia before the 
convention was made, We considered that the convention was intended to secure that 
that position would not be used to weaken us on the Indian frontier, or to our dise 
advantage in other ways; while, at the same time, it secured that we should not use 
any influence we might have in Persia to the disadvantage of Russi 

Tadded that it was very desirable that the Russian troops should be withdrawn 
from Persia as soon as possible, ‘The longer they stayed the greater was the risk of 
‘an anti-Russian agitation in Persia, and, if such an agitation did spring up, it would 
be more difficult than ever to withdraw the troops. Also, as long as the Russian troops 
remained in Persia, our position was very weak with regard to the presonce of Turkish 
troops in Persia. 

M, Isvolsky said that both he and the Viceroy of the Caucasus were most anxious 
to withdraye the troops, "The Viceroy complained that while thoy remained in, Peseta 
they could not go on with their proper training, and the expense was very great, But 
the Russians must have some guarantee that their road, which was their trade routo, 
would be kept open. They had wished the Ala-ed-Dowleh to be Governor at Tabreez, 


but the Persian Government refused to send him, and instead had appointed someone 
else who was not 80 good. 














I said that, as Tabreez was near the Russian frontier, it was for the Russian 
Government to say what measures the Persian Government must take in order to 
inspire confidence and enable the Russian troops to be withdrawn. We should 
certainly co-operate with the Russian Government in urging these measures upon the 
Persian Government. 

As to the Russian troops at Kazvin, M. Isvolsky held that their presence there 
had, by its moral effec, provented the’ Nationalists from committing excesses in 
‘Tehran. 

I demurred to this. I thought that the fact impressed by both of us upon the 
Nationalists, that attacks on foreignera would certainly lead to Russian intervention, 
would by itself have been sufficient. 

M, Isvolsky said that he was anxious to withdraw the troops from Kazvin, but 
before doing this there must be some guarantee that affairs in Tehran would not 
become worse than ever, At present there was no guarantee of this kind. It was 
vory difficult for the Persians to deal with the Russian Caucasian revolutionaries, who 
had been the real fighting people in the recent disturbances. It appeared, also, that 
the new chief of police in Tehran was a Russian revolutionary who had committed 
terrorist outrages in Russia, and had fled from the Russian police. As it took some 
time to send troops to Kazvin, if the troops which wre thore now were withdrawn and 
then had to be sent back agin it would be much more difficult to withdraw them a 
seeond time. 

T again said that we would co-operate at Tehran in promoting any measures the 
Russian Government thought necessary to restore confidence. [hoped that a beginnix 
inight be made in the withdrawal of the Russian troops. T thought that perhaps 
stronger guards might he kept at the legations aud consulates for some time, if this 
was considered desirable 
} Tsvolsky spoke with great emphasis about the Turkish tneroachments upon 
Porsia. ‘They had begun long before the present troubles in Persia. ‘The Turks had 
seized strategic positions—a thing which the Russians had not done. ‘They had 
brought in the Kurds with them ; they had taken possession of land ; they exercised 
administrative functions ; and they turned Persians into Turkish subjects 

Usaid that T was quite ready to join in pointing ont these things to the Turks at 
Constantinople. Tid not think the ‘Turks were likely to withdraw unt 
that the Russian troops were withdrawn too. But when this withdra 
made, T agreed that we must bring very strong presstire to bear upon the ‘Turks to 
withdraw nt least to their own side of the outer line of the neutral zone, within which 
ithnd beon decided years ago that the true frontier must be found. Tt would also be 
desirable that we should press the ‘Turkish Government to agree to mediation for the 
final settlement of the frontier, 

Generally, M. Isvolsky expressed great satisfaction with the way in which the 
Anglo-Russian convention had stood the test of the disturbances in Persia, He 
thanked me for what Thad said with regard to the Russian officers, the Zil, aud. the 
young Sliah’s tutor. Finally, he said that it was evident we were in complote 
grooment, 







































val had been 























Tam, &e. 
E. GRE 








(29716) No. 378. 


Sw G. Barelay to Si 





dward Grey.—( Received August 7. 

(No, 666.) : eagle) 

Colegrphic) 
SHIRE of Tebr 
Tucividual x 


Gulakek, august 7, 1909. 









police. 
; red to in your telogram No 410 of the Sth August was the leading 
spinit of Sipahdar's revolutionary forces, their nominal chief being merely a none too 
willing figure-head: T think that nationalists here would deny his bad record in 
Russia, and would not even admit his Russian nationality. One of the difficulties ahead 
of the Persian Government is the question how ultimately to dispose of him und ot 
Supposed Caucasians, who are thought to number about eighty; but Lam of op 
that any interference by Russia at the present juneture would only aaravate it, 

So far M, Sabline ly retrai im raising the question, understanding 
how difficult it would be for the Persi 


hh Government to remove them at present. 
Thore is, liowever, a danger that the alarmist element among the Russians here may by 


















jon 























asserting that the presence of these Cancasians in Tehran constitutes a menace to the 
safety of foreigners, and by other such methods, so work upon the Russian Government 
as to induce them to precipitate matters. € ; 

Excellent order has up to now been maintained in Tehran by the present chief of 
police, and great embarrassment for the new Government would be caused bya demand 
forhis removal, from which disorders would not improbably result—developments which 
certain Russian alarmists would no doubt welcome. 





(29734) No. 379. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey. 





(Received August 7.) 
(No. 657.) 
(Telegraphic.) En clair. 


Tehran, August 7, 1909. 
ZIL-ES-SULTAN left Resht for Tehran 5th 








(29756) No, 380. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received August 7.) 


No. .) 
(rece hic.) P. Gulahek, August 7, 1909. 

PLEASE sce your telegram to Mr, O’Beirne No, 1030 of the 6th August : loan of 
Mr. New. 

Some time ago my Russian colleague informed me that Russian Government 
understood that the post gave the holder control over all messages passing over the 
Persian wires, and they thought therefore that it should be in other than British or 
Russian hands. I decided, after consultation with my Russian colleague and 
Mr, Barker, not to approach the new Minister of ‘Telegraphs on tho subject. Ho is 
unlikely to revert to it of his own accord. ‘The Director of the Tndo-Buropean 
Department thinks that a Persian had better fill the post if it eannot be given to one 
of his employés. 

A despatch reporting the above has beon sent by post. 











(29757) No. 381, 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 7.) 
(No, 659.) 
(Telegraphic.) PB. Gulahek, August 7, 1909. 
I HAVE received the following telegram No, 175 from His Majesty's acting 
consul-general at Tabreez :— 


“Ivis probable, although not as yet defini 
and two companies of infant 
the Russian force in Azerbai 





decided, that one battery of artillery 
‘—some 700 men in all—will shortly be withdrawn from 













(29758) No. 382. 


Sir G. Barclay tv Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 7.) 
(No. 660.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 7, 1909. 
HIS Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez has telegraphed as follows, 
No. 178 
“Several villages in the Urumia district have been evacuated by the Turkish 
roops, who have withdrawn slightly nearer to the limits of Persian territory.” 
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[29759] No. 383. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 8.) 
(No. 661.) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Gulahek, August 8, 1909. 
Fe THE Persian Government have appointed Ain-ed-Dowleh as Governor-General of 
hiraz, 

A portion of the reinforcement for His Majesty's consulate at that town can now 
be withdrawn without danger. I have given my authorisation for the departure of 
this Portion, and trust that after the arrival of the new governor-general the remainder 
will he able to leave. 


Reference is to my telegram No, 647 of the 3rd August. 





(29754) No. 384, 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 8,) 


St. Petersburgh, August 8, 1909. 
hah. My telegram No. 379 [of 7th August]. 

Letter received from Acting Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs states that no 

ion can he taken as to His Majesty's future place of residence until the next 

il of Ministers, which will probably be on Lith August. Whilst fully agreeing in 
hecessity of inviting His Majesty to leave as early as possible, his Excelleney cannot 
give me definite reply before the: i 3 

(Sent to Tehran.) 





(29933) No, 885. 
Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 9.) 


(No.7. Commercial.) 


Sir, Bushire, July 18, 1909. 


THAVE the honour to place Lefore you a memorandum on the prevailing condition 
of tho trade routes within the sphere of my post, more especinlly of the Bushire-Shiraz 
Toute, drawn wtp for me by His Majesty"s viee-eonsul, 
Tam well awaro: that His Majesty's Government are generally cog 

deplorable condition of insecurity into which all the main arteries of traflie in Southern 
Persia have been thrown by the chronic: state of chaos and anarchy under which the 
country has heen labouring for the past three years. ‘The subject was one of those 
Specially commented to attention in my letter to the address of the Government of India 
ind His Majesty's Minister dated the Gth June, 1908; since then we have taken. the 
opportunity alforded by the visit of Mr, Charles Akers to the Persian Gulf, to report 
upon commercial imatters to the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade, to urge hitn to 
represent at Tehran, and if possile in London, how fundamentally the prospects of our 
commerce in this region are hound up with and depend upon the question of security 


es leading from the coast of the Persian Gulf to the chief 
ior. 


‘The situation in the capital has now reached a well-marked stage, at which it 
scons possible that an opening may at any time offer itself for some definite action or 
form of co-operation on our part with the central Government, in whatever form it may 
now be, for the restoration of order or the financing of reforms, I trust, therefore, that 


the present moment may not prove inopportune for the submission of the present note 
on the commercial outlook. 

Itmay, T think, be taken for granted, from the variety of suggestions and schemes 
which have been put forwant by different olficers of Goverument for policing the trade 
routes, that there are several methods by which @ reasonable measure of security could 

i but it is difficult to offer useful comment in regard to the details or 

vantages of individual schemes, until His Majesty's Government feel ina 

ion to give their represeutatives some idea of the extent and general lines of 
Co-operation or disguised intervention which their present policy renders feasible. 

Ponding that time Lean do little more than urge upon them the pressing necessity 
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which appears to me, from the local point of view, to exist for the inauguration of some 
reasonably effective measure for rescuing the several important British firms engaged 
in the trade to Southern Persia, vid the Gulf ports, from the veritable slough of despond 
into which they are slowly sinking. : 

Failing some early step on the part of Government in this direction, one cannot 
but feel convinced that they will be forced to resign themselves to retirement from the 
field—an ominons contingency, which I should witness with great regret and dismay. 

A copy of this despatch is being submitted to His Majesty's Minister. 

Thave, &c, 
P, Z, COX, Major, 
British Resident in the Persian Gulf, and 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General for Fars, §c. 


Inclosure in No. 885. 
Memorandum respecting the Disorders on the Trade Routes of Southern Persia, 


‘THE state of trade in Southern Persia is at the present time most seriously 
affecting British interests, ‘This is especially true of Fars, ‘The result of two years’ 
fighting amongst the Kashgai-Lur, and Arab tribes, in the neighbourhood of Shiraz, 
and along the caravan routes leading to that trade centre was, in the first place, to 
reuder ie dispateh of goods into the districts normally fed by Shiraz quite neal, 
and, in consequence, to cause an overflooding and congestion of goods in Shiraz itself. 

‘This market, like that of Bushire, has subsisted for years almost entirely on 
British credit; during the current period of unrest bills have had to be met, and to 
find money goods have had to be disposed of, usually at a heavy loss, On the other 
hand, the British firms have found outstandings ever harder and harder to got in, and 
at the best their accounts are often only partially settled, 

Tn addition to the insecurity pre round Shiraz and along the Ispahan road, 
and the outlying buying centres, bad harvests and the political troubles have further 
uidermined the position of all trade in Southern Persia. 

Two-and-a-half years of this state of affairs have damaged the stability of most 
Persian traders; there lias been no chance of making losses good; many bankruptcies 
have occurred in Bushire, and enquiries at which Ihave been present have brought: 
home to me incurred by some British firms, and the jeopardy into 
which the capital, which all firms have outstanding, is already thrown. 

\ British Indian firm of Bombay, established for more than fifty years in Bussorah 
and Bushire, is closing up its branch. 

Messrs. David Sassoon and Co, (Limited) had, so 1 nnderstood, some time ago 
more than 50,000L outstanding from their Bushire office, though this has since been 
considerably reduced informed at one time that this very old house in 
Persia were threatening to withdraw altogether unless something was done to help 
British trade over the Shiraz route. 

ind Co. have large sums outstanding due to their Bushire office 
iTairs in Ispahan are said to be in an unsatisfactory position. 

Messrs, Livingstone, Zeytoou, and Co, (Limited), a new firm, have found their 
venture so far quite unprofitable. "Messrs, Gray, Paul, and Co. have’ practically ceased 
dealing in merchandise, aud confine themselves io the work of a shipping agency. 

Piece-goods have not been coming forward in any quantity for the past: threo 
months. The year March 190S-9 has seen the import of Manchester goods alone into 
Bushire reduced from 439,0371. to 313,3751. ; the year 1909-10 promises to be infinitely 
‘worse, the first quarter's figures being only 41 

Tt cannot be denied that the commercial’ supremacy of Great Britain in Southern 
Persia and the districts bordering the Guli has gained greatly in importance owing to 
receut developments of the political situation. It therefore seems all the more 

sary for tis to come to the assistance of existing British commercial institutions, 

ble them to tide over the present eritical period of anarchy in Southern Persia, 

‘This cannot be done, unless some definite commercial policy is adopted by the 

authorities, and early action taken to give effect to it. 

question on which everything primarily hinges is the safety of the caravan 

‘The importance of this has been repeatedly pressed by one ollicer after 
another even when the province of Fars was in relatively good order, and the matter is 
far more urgent now. 
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‘The’ proclamation, or oven the inception; of a constitution does not in itself offer 
any probability of the slightest improvement in the safety of the Bushire-Shiraz and 
the Bunder Abbas-Kerman routes. It must take years to bring Fars back to @ 
condition of reasonable security and prosperity. 


Danger of Eneroachment by Russian Trade. 


It is evident that the continuance of disturbance along those arteries’ of trade, 
while diminishing trade. in goods of British origin, tends to open markets like Yezd, 
Shiraz, Kerman, and. Ispahan to the descent of Russian trade from the north; and His 
Majesty's: consul at Kerman has recently complained that Russian cotton-goods have 
been displacing British because of the insecurity on the Bunder Abbas route. 


Extortion by Khana along Roads, 


‘The local chieftains along the 180 miles of the Bushire-Shiraz road haye become 
independent of the governor-general of Fars, and are in a constant state of warfare 
with each other, ‘The posts are tampered with and robbed every few weeks. 

Despite the specific engagement entered into by the Persian Government in the 
Commercial convention of 1903, article 4, ralidari is extorted by armed tribesmen 
along the route in ever-increasing amounts. A statement of these exactions. is 
appended. A sum of 1 Kran is even extracted by the Kalantar at the gate of Bushire, 
and when protest was made in 1907 the local governor simply replied that hie was 
powerless, as the Minister of Finance still included this item in the schedule of revenue 
Which the governors of Bushire have to make good; if the Persian Government would 
erase the item from the schedule, he, the governor, would cause the levy to be 
discontinued 
owl vals ae Table to be molested at all points and on every route leading from 

uishire, 

‘The deviation from Shief, situited 9 miles from Bushire by sea, has been alluded 
to in all recent trade reports, It is shunued by all British aud the principal Persian 
merchants on uecount of its anany inconveniences aud reputation for pilferages. ‘The 
Khan of Angoli, desirous of the caravan route passing through 
sive right of which he has for three years past tried to obtain by large bribes offered to 
local overnors—loses nio opportunity which fortune or a weak governor may place in 
his way of coercing muleteors, by iinposts or by detention of mules, into using the 
ShiefDaliki 1 Only lately he exacted a fine of 50 tomans (approximately 10L,) 
besides **rahdari” dues fromm an unprotected caravan of 70 mules, which was 
approaching Bushire by the main route, which borders on his land. 


Stato of the Main Route. 


The “Imp pissing throngh Borazjun, Daliki, and up the mountains to 
Kazerun, nowin use for many years past, has been blocked for the last two months by 
tho sreat feud whieh hits joitied the khan of Kumarij and the headinan of Daliki and 
the khan of Borizjun, | Heport says that disputes about the passage of caravans have 
beon the origin of the feud. Bighting has been heavy, and the narrow passes in the 
hands of the combatants. ‘Tho dangers of the present situation aro shown by the 
recent firing on the Russian acting consul-general, although he was travelling with an 
escort of Cossacks. ‘The telegraph oflice at Konar Takhte has been a contre for opera. 
tions, In 1008 the unrest was focussed a little further on, between Kumari and 
Kazerun; 1907 was marked by troubles in the Kashgai tribe between Kazerun and 
Shiraz, and by a series of postal robberies, 

‘The main route being so hampered for traffic, native merchants in Shiraz have been 
of late endeavouring to arrange with the Kashyai Ikhani for the trausport. of caravans 
by the Firwabad route, which, in its course to Bushire, traverses Dashti territory, « 
district inhabited by a very lawless population, and Tangistan. ‘The absence of the 
talegraph on this route and the likelihood of robbery occurring without the slightest 
chance of compensation being obtained, and other ditliculties in the shape of dearth of 
forage, provisions, aud fan accommodation make British merchants very chary of 
trusting their goods to it. ere 
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Dearth of Transport. 


Another serious feature has been the dearth of mule transport which has arisen, 
Malcteers have been so ill-treated and so plagued by robbers and “ roadguards” durin, 
the past two years that a very large number have forsaken the route altogether an 
gone to the Yezd road or even. more north still, to the Resht road. The result is that 
even when a short spell of comparative tranquillity does occur, merchants cannot 

nd upon being able to get transport. 
hes in {G05 ‘coms 5,000 to 7,000 mules are stated to have been constantly 
engaged between Bushire and Shiraz, now in 1909 a British forwarding agency and 
Persian mule-brokers estimate them at between 2,000 and 3,000. Some 1,500 Shiraz 
mules are stated to have forsaken the Bushire road for the Resht and Kermanshah 
rontes (which are not in the British sphere of influence). No large caravan had come 
down from Shiraz to Bushire from March to June 1909, and then only via Firuzabad. 


Price of Transport. 


‘The price of transport has risen to such an extent that it has become @ burden on 
trade. ; 
The following figures show clearly the rise from the normal since the period of 


anarchy commenced :— ; 
rn 

1900... per 787 1b, 188 miles © 0,80, 60 
1901. pe W5eR0=100-110. 
i ; ip 
1904 1 3 
1903, 2: Sia 5-05-15-H5-1 
March 1906-7 Z oe 1i0-220-140-150 
erie ache ae 22 anpeng0-ti0-4 
‘ 14 


(Or a rise from, approximately, 14 


Insurance 


proof of the straits to which commerce hins been redu 
Shiraz road is shown in the premiun rates of! iasuranco companion in Fi 
Formerly 15s. per 1001. was accepted by most underwritors f 
Manchester toShiraz,and Ispahan, and included risk of robbery. In 1907 the rate was 
80s., [think ; while in 1908 the long list of robberies had sent the rate np to 40s, aud 
very few companies could bo found to accept the risk, By April 1909 practically all 
insurance to Shiraz was refused in England, war risks being askedl, which means 64. to 
101. per 1001. : 
The result is that the risk of robbery between Bushire and Shiraz falls on the 
British exporter, not on the insurance company as hitherto, nor on the Persian buyer. 


Recovery of Claims. 


y of claims was, up till 1006, frequently effected from the Fars Goverament, 

g the last eighteen months claims for British merchandise stolon on the 

Bushire-Shiraz, road, with a value of 3,810 tomans (approximately 6201), have been 

left unsettled and unattended to by the Persian authorities, ‘hese claims were 
adyanced by British agencies alone. 


Prospects of Order being restored. 


Lawlessness is so far advanced on the Bushire-Shiraz route that it is doubtful if 
any governor-general of Fars will have the necessary influence and troops to restore 
order. 

Persians concerned in the forwarding business to the interior appear to look to 
the British authorities alone for the necessary power to replace the road on n secure 
footing and repress illegal exaction 

d, one of the two principal Persian merchants in Bushing, told mo a few 
20 
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days ago that, in his belief, matters would become even worse to what they were, and 
that possibly, hesides entailing grave political results, would certainly mean_the 
ruination of Persian traders on a large scale, with the resultant effects on the British 
capital employed. 

Further, the prevailing disorders on the two southern roads have had the effect of 
depreciating the receipts of the southern customs to an amount which quite fails to 
suflice for the interest due towards the British loan and the interest pledged on the 
customs to the Imperial Bank of Persia, : pew 

It is proposed to draw attention elsewhere to the disastrous effect which wholesale 
smuggling is having on the stability of many traders, but it is indirectly connected 
with the road question 


Policing of the Road. 


‘The first stage towards restoring security for trade in the South is the proper 
policing of the roads, and every European who knows Southern Persia at the present 
timo despnirs of this, unloss itis done under foreign supervision, 

Sevoral suggestions have been put forward, such as the formation of a transport 
company, which would furnish its own guards; the enlistment of a corps of Persian 
guards controlled by officers, with a leaven of non-commissioned office: and men of 
tho Indian army, or the temporary employment of an Indian pioneer regiment on the 
road, who would busy themselves with removing the physical difficulties of the road 
and fixing upon a possible alignnient for a future route for railed trafic, while guarding 
the transport of earavans, 























Interest and Importance attached to Bushire Road. 





Finally, in emphasising the especial interest which British commerce and British 
policy have in the Bushire-Shitaz toute, one poant deatrves mete 

‘There appears to be some appreliension that it is desired to promote the dive 

from the Gulf to Ispahan to the Ahwaz-Ispahan route (Lynch's co 
preference to the Bushire road, as more important to British interes 
‘certain amount of cargo destined for transport vid Shiraz has, owing to the recent 
perilous condition of the latter road, had to be reshipped to Aliwaz, but, on the whole, 
the relative importance of the two routes for the transport of British goods and the 
spread of British trade is not to be compared. ‘The hwaz-Tspahan route is hampered 
by snow for a considerable period during the winter season, it possesses no caravaneerais 
nor telegraph facilities, and, more particularly, i through no large trading 
centres or trading populations on its. cours The Bushire road, on the 
otler hind, traverses Borazjun and Kazerun, an agricultural centre, on its ‘way. to 
Shira, and north of Shiraz it proceeds vid Abadeh and Kumeshah to Ispaban, To 
some extent the Yezd market is also dependent on this route, 

For some generations past the trading instincts along this road have been 
oneoiraged, and there are nov flourishing native commercial communities, with great 
interilependence of intorests, in Bushire, Shiraz, and Ispahan, of which the forwarding 
system is not the least. 

But the basis of the prosperity of all three towns is largely British credit, with 
which business is carried on, and, were the normal transport of merchandise to Ispahian 
by the Bushire road to be transferred permanently, or for any length of time, to the 
Alivaz, route, British trade andl capital in Shiraz and Bushire must, in my judgment, 


inevitably suffer, 
" H. G, CHICK. 
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STATEMENT of Sums exacted by Tufangohis, &c., on 









Merchandise transported 






















































between Bushire and Kazeran, 
| Sune 1907, Fane 1909, 
Bashire— Krs shahis, Ere. shahis. 

George) GENE 008, rermai al ae 
ide gate <2 0 Per25 mules s- Ta 0 
Chogedak™ — <) a5 04 nt ] 10 0 
» 5 0 
4 0 2 | Peritinte 0 10 
* © 3 | Per 25 mules 5 0 
0 2 » 2 0 
nod 0 3 | Per itute 1 10 
0 rs ON edb mth) “| 8 

| Per 25 mules... Ay 8) 
Tul-i-Borazjun zt 08 % Bama 
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Karoul-Kiane permule] 0" 9 4 40 
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ea SOIR ero a os 
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PuliDaliki 3 0 2 | Permule 4 0 10 
Ber 25 mules (18 1b. sugar) |. 19.0, 
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jw (han) 1 0 
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‘own knowledge are :-— 


points to an inet 
hows rahdari and 








ong the route is to prohibit muleteors from I 
and then to charge them double 
ie engagements of the Persian Government which are being thus 


grantly broken every day by the levy of these illegal dues with that Goversaenee 





approximately 15 kere, per male. 


se of 11°30 krans per mule since 1907, and iv may 
other illegal taxes exacted as far as Kazerun only, 


Y this distance is equivalent to 5s, 3d. for 
A furthior sy 


tem of robbery resorted to by the village 


uuying fodder for any one else 
the market pric 





1, Article 4 of the firman of His Tmnperial Majesty the Shah, dated the 


28th February, 1903, abolish: 
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Persian ( 





ernment undertook 





establishinent of fresh road or barrier taxes. 


if the taxes of octroi, 
ther analogous taxes. 


toms Regulations, 
3. Article 4 of the Anglo-Persian Comm 
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suppress all rahdari taxes, and not to allow the 
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[29934] No. 356. 
Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 


(So.8. Commercial) Dei J 5 10, 
“IN continuation of my telegram from Fao dated the 17th instant, T have the 
hen LHe copy of the een concluded on the 16th July, Ah between 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) and the Sheik of Mobamnerah. | 
Ungencies which T find avaiting disposal on my return to head-quarters to-day 
revent my subinitting with it, as Tad intended, « memoraudum of comment which [ 
have recorded in rougli, together with a copy of my letter of assurance to Be sheil 
in comneetion with the question of reversion. shall do go by next post, anil request 
that you will be pleased to await my further communication before the terms of the 
agreement are critically examined 
Thave, 
P, 2, COX, Major, 
British Resident in the Persian Gulf, and Hix 
Britannic Majesty's Consul-General for Fars, & 


Tnelosure in No. 3 


clgreement entered into letween the anglo-Persian Oil Company (Lintited) and the Sheikh 
: oF Mohammerah, dated Aluras, the 16th July, 1909. 


AGREEME 

Khan ibn Haji 

siecessors, and his tribesmen, on the ou 

Messrs, Anjglo-Persian Oil Company: (Limited), of London, on ¢ 
Hod "the company,” in respect of lauds 


May, 101 
Whoreby’ it is ageoed that 


1, ‘he sheikh undertakes to hire to the said company an an 
of 650 jaribs, of 4,669 square yards per jarih, on Abbadau Island 
the village of Barain on the northavest- aud Buwardel on the 
frontage of about cds on the ShattaleArab ya ‘ 
than 30 yards in br for a right of way connecting the laud above-mentioned with 
the Bahmanshir River, but the publie rights of way must remain. 

2% Should the said company find the grouud se as above, after 
examination, not suitable for their requirements, they should have the right to selec 
ther sites of the same area and same description. 4 

Should the company require more land, free of date trees, adjacent to the Innds 
leased to them, the sheikly unde 1 case the company asks for such land within @ 

ureement, to 


current rate of the time for similar Jand in those localit 

4, Tho sheikh further undertakes to grant, free of charge to the company, a strip 
of land for tho laying of such pipe-lines as may or below ground, 
situated in his lands or in those lauils for the time being under his jurisdiction, or 
leased or purchased by him from others, with access thereto; and also to grant free, in 
connection with the said pipe-line, such uncultivated land as may be needed by them 
for telegraph or telephone stations or pumping stations, or quarters for line inspectors 
and staff, haying au area of 3 jaribs for each puraping station aud 1 jaribs for exch 
of the other stations 

It is to be understood that at the expiration of the concession, or of any extension 
or renewal thereat, the company shall relinquish every pumping or other station that 
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may be erected on these lands, and shall not be entitled to demand any refund of 
expenses in this connection. 

Tt is agreed that in places where the pipe-line is exposed guards shall be appointed. 
Further, that the sheikh will exert himself to the utmost to prevent the wilful sottin, 
fire to the oil in the pipe. In the event of such a contingency occurring, he wil 
endeavour, to the utmost of his power to trace and punish the offenders and, if they 
possess anything, to recover compensation, but the sheikh does not accept personally 
any pecuniary liability for loss which may accrue to the company from this cause, and 
vill not pay compensation. 

4. The sheikh further undertakes to hire to the company an area or areas, 
aggregating 10 jaribs, at Ahwaz and Nasiri, having frontage on the castern bank 
(edge) of the River Karun, for the storage of material and building of storchouses and 
such other buildings as are needed for the company’s business, at a rate of 10. per jatib 
Per annum ; ie, that the yearly amount of the rent thoreof will be 101, 

‘The company have power to select a site or sites on the eastern edgo of the Karun, 
located opposite the island in the river, upstream from the garden adjacent to the 
landing place used hy steamers plying on the Upper Karun, Should the company find 
the ground selected as above, after further examination, not suitable for their require- 
ments, they shall have the right to select other sites of the same area and description, 
and whatever buildings there shall be on these areas shall be left by the company on 
the expiry of the lease or of any extension or renewal thereof, and they are not entitled 
to demand any refund of expenses in this connection, 

5. In order that the company may be satistied that it has received from the sheileh 
good and sufliciont title to these lands, and that no one in futuro ean put forward an 
claim in regard to the lands, the sheikh undertakes, for the complote validity thercol 
to cause this document to be signed and sealed by the elders of his tribes, 

6, ‘The sheikh further undertakes to appoint watchmen for the oficiont guarding 
of the property of the company in each distrivt situate within his territories through 
which the pipes may be laid, or in which the company's. property may be exposed to 
possible loss, the salary of such watchmen to be paid by tho company themselves, 
He will furnish the represeutative of the company with the names of his own ropre- 
sentatives, so that on the representative of the company on the spot proferring a request 
the sheikh will instruct his representatives to detail trustworthy mon for the work. 

Any changes in the personnel of tho representatives of tho sheikh will be intimated 
to the represantative of the company in due cour 

7. So long as the sheikh guarantees the guards employed by. the company, ho 
underiakes to recover any property stolen by tho suid guards themselves, or De ateae 
of their connivance, and in the event of uon-recovery to compensate the company for the 
logs sustained. "In the ease of theft under other circumstances, or of any wilful damage 
being done to the pipe-line or tauks thereof, or any other property belonging to the 
company, the sheikh undertakes to do his utmost to trace the offenders, and, in the 
event of their being identified, should they prove to belong to his jurisdiction, or should 
they be found therein, to inflict upon them such punishment as will be an example aud 
deterrent to others against the perpettation of such acts, and also a means of makiug 
the company’s property respected in his territory. ‘That is to suy—if it should be 
ascertained that the culprit or robber is not in the Shah's limits, and doos not belong 
to his jurisdiction, the sheikh should not_be hold responsible, 

8. The sheikh further grants the right to tho company to make all burnt and 
unburnt bricks and tiles required by them in the lands for tho timo being in the hands 
of the company, and also to erect on the lands occupied by them in accordance with the 
articles of this agreement, all buildings, structures, and machinery as may be noeded 
by them for the proper execution of their business, 

‘The qompany undertakes that, on the expiry of the concession or of the period of 
the extension or zenewal thereof, all theso lands which have been acquired from the 
sheikh on lease or free of charge shall he abandoned, and shall be given back into the 
hands of the sheikh, and the said company will have no further rights in them, 

9, ‘This lease of land and all the conditions pertaining thereto shall remain in forco 
for the full period of the concession granted to Mr. W. K. D'Arcy by Mis Tmperial 
Majesty the Shah of Persia dated the 28th May, 1901, and of any extension or renewal 
thereof. But on the expiration of the original’ period, in the event of there being un 
extension or renewal of the concession, the rent shall be fixed at 1,5002. per annum, 
payable annually in advance, and the sheikh shall have no right to demand any further 
increase. If, in consideration of the oxi of their business, the company should 
wish to curiail the period of the lease, in that euse 12 calendir (Christan) months? 

(ices) 3M 
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notice of their intention must be givenin writing to the sheikh prior to the termination 
of the leaso—such notice will be sent to the sheikh through His Britannic Majesty's 
consul at Mohammerah. Tf the lease should be thus curtailed, the company shall make 
no dlaim for refund of money that has been paid in advance on account of rent, and the 
sheikh likewise shall make no claim for rent for the unexpired period of the lease. 

10. If at any time the company desire to acquire land on the Karun or Shatt-el- 
Arab at Mohaunmerah or Ahwaz, or any other point anywhere in the country under the 
sheikh’s jurisdiction, for wharves or warehouses for the purposes of their business, the 
sheikh undertakes as far as possible to assist the said company in procuring the said 
land at favourable rates of lease. Tt is to be understood that such rent will be paid by 
the company themselves. 

11, Tn consideration of the lease of the lands mentioned in paragraph 1, the 

fe of 6501. per annum, such rent to be paid in 

ten years, namely, the amount due to be paid to the sheikh by drafts of 

the company, such payment to be made through His Britannic Majesty's consul at 
Mohammerah in exchange for the receipt of the sheikh, 

The first payment shall bo made by the company within three days of notice being 
received by the directors of the completion of this a 

he company on their own part agree not to engage without the cognizance of 
the sheikh, tribesmen for their work, or in any way to interfere in tribal matters, 

13, ‘The company, as lessees of these lands, all treasure-trove throughout 
tho lands lensed to tho company, and other lands given under this agreement, belong to 
the sheikh alone, By “trensure-trove” is meant coins, jewellery, and objects of 

ty. 

AS The veorapang bind hesteelvee to) take tato their employ as guards and 
Watchmen only such persons as the sheikh or his representatives in the. various 
Tocalitios may stato to bo trustworthy, and the company agree that on receipt from the 
sheikh of tho expression of a wish for the disunissal of any such guard or watchinan, 
they will ‘act in accordance with his request, but only so long ns support to the 
enforcement of thoir authority over the company’s employés is receivell from the 
sheikh, anil so long as his assistance in the detection of thieves and punishment of 
them when detected, if subject to his IL be real and . 

15, Tho payments to un gaged 
sheikl's men will be made by the company. on the following seale 
month of the Christian calendar without food, or any higher sum that the 
may think necossary, and this sum will be paid by them 15 days 
the ond of the month during which it was earned. Ifthe said guard 
hob agree to work for 50 krans per month or the further sum above indicated, then the 
company shall have the right to bring guards and watclimen from some other place, but 
they shall not import them from localities at eninity with the sheikh, and only so long 
as the pay of such men shall not be greater than the sim. offered to the sheikh’s mem, 

16, In the event of a watchman or any employé leaving without giving die notice 
of one month, it is the rule of the company that 15 days" pay be forfeited, and without 
exception all native omployés are engaged on these te 

17. ‘The said company reserve to themselves the right to punish their employés by 
inflicting fines to the extent of half month's maximum, and in the event of the 
hohaviour of the said employés warranting a heavier punishment, they will be handed 
over to the representative of the sheikh at the nearest place, and’ the latter, imder: the 
sheikh's instructions, will use his utmost endeavours to uphold the authority of the 
company over their employés and the respeot of their property among the people of the 
distriot, so avoiding unnecessary trouble to both parties of this agreement. 

18. ‘This agreement and all the therein are accopted by the sheikh, and 
admitted to be binding on himself, and. heirs, and successors, and on his tribesmen, 
whoever thoy 1 

in force from the date on which it is 

become liable for the above-named rental, 
between the sheikh or his representatives and the 
company or their representatives, such eases shall be adi and 
tmofficial manner between the parties concerned. Should sett not be achieved 
by this moans, the matter in question shall bo referred to His Britannic: Majesty's 
Mt Mohammorah, and. the latter shall endeavour to settle the matter in dispute 
Y and imformally with the sheikh, and in the ovent of their not being able to 
ettlement they will refer the case in the same manner to the resident in the 

ment shall be considered final 
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‘This agreement of lease has been written, signed, and sealed at Ahwaz this 
16th July, 1909, corresponding to 27th Jamad-us-Sani, 1327, in duplicate. 
It is correct. 
Kuaza't bry Jane, 
‘Vor and on behalf of 
ANGLO-PERSIAN OIL, COMPANY, LIMITED, 
Witnessed— 


Seal of Manomep Aur 


(Haji Rais-ut-Tujjar), LLOYD, SCOTT, & CO, 


Witness to signature of Agents, 
Lloyd, Scott, & Co, 
ALT. Wirsoy, It. LA. 


by the hand of 
J. B. LLOYD, 





[29789] No. 387. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 


. 626. Confidential.) 
Sir, Constantinople, August 4, 1909, 
T HAVE, the honour to forward herewith a memorandum from’ His Majesty's 
consul-general at Bagdad giving, what he considers to be the views of the Mujioliels 
th regard to the British and Russian troops in Persia. Emphasis is laidon the 
unpopularity of the latter, 
Thaye, &e. 
GERARD LOW?IIER, 


—————————e 
Tnclosure in No, 387, 


Memorandum by Consul-General Ramsay respecting foreign Troops in Persia, 


Confidential.’ 
NK I should add confidentially something to my official report of this date 
about the views of the Mujteheds in regard to foreign intorferenco in Pors\ 
it for me to cultivate very close relations with the Russian co 
gene » though wo were very good friends as long as ho had his sister living 
with him, his domes nts are now such that few English orother European 
ladies go to bis house. Sull, when we meet at official or social functions wo ignore 
this little difficulty and meet as friends. 
letters to tho M ig prepared M. Maschkow arranged a 
meeting with me, and he infor Mullah Mahommed Kudhem Khorassii 
had great influence in Baku, w ribed ag a anost turbulent place, and a contre 
for revolutionary propaganda. He said that outside Baku the man who. hid tho sect 
nfluence with the Mahommedans of the Caucasus was Soyyid Kadhem Yeuidi, and it 
‘fore important, I think, to note that up to the present time Seyyid Rudhem 

di has held aloof from polities, but that now he is inclined to use his influence to 
got the Rnssians out of Persia. Seyyid Kadhem Youidi is very much respected, and he 
nnst be a great strength of character to have resisted all the pressure that has 
been applied to make him join the nationalist: movement, If, therefore, he shoutd 
think it right to take a share in political affairs, he may be able to causo the Russ 
Government considerable embarrassment by stirring up trouble in the Caensus, 

The telegram and the letters to the Mujteheds were translated in my ofieo; and 
Tres of the Arabic were sent to M. Masehkow, yet it appears that the copies sent. by 
him and by me do not exactly agree. ‘The difference is uot-in any Way. taiterieh bey 
when my dragoman preseuted my letter to Sheikh Mahommed Taki at. Kadhenotn he 
duoted'a verse froia the Koran to the effect that Christians can never agree with, cach 
other, Sheikh Mahommed Taki said that he could not lerstand how we had been 
80 blind as to act in unison with the Russians, whose methods are notorious, 

man who was present when the Mujtehed’s reply was given to M. Maschkow 

that his remark on reading the portion which refers to the withdrawal of the 

ackets from Bushire was, “Of course the English only did this to show that the 
Russians and not they aro the aggressors,” 

A certain Mirza Asad Ullah Khan, who speaks French fluently, has been to sco 
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me twice lately, and he broughtletters of introduction from Mullah Mahommed Kadhem 
Khorassani and from Soyyid Abdullah Bebahani. He said that the Mujteheds were 
anxious to send a deputation to call on me, and asked if I would receive it. Isaid 
that Iwas always glad to receive people who wished to see me, but that, as regards 
Persian affairs, I was not authorised to enter into any negotiations. I would, however, 
hear what was said, and it was naturally my business to keep my Government informed 
of all matters that interested it. Apparently Mit Asad Ullah Khan misunderstood 
what Laid, for on his second visit he said that he had been directed to ask me to get 

permission to receive a deputation. I repeated that I needed no special 

jon to receive a deputation, but it was out of the question for me to suggest 
that I should be authorised to conduct any kind of negotiations concerning Persia, 
hecause His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran could alone do this, and any division of 
authority could not fail to lead to misunderstandings and trouble. I repeated that I 
would receive a deputation and listen to all they had to say, but that I should probably 




















not be able to give them an answer, are 
Asad Ullah Khan also insisted that we were throwing away the popularity gained 
by years of honest effort, aud he said that it was the universal idea that Persia should 


bo for the Persians, yet there was this difference, that the Russians were hated and 
tmistrusted, while the English were looked upon as friendly and honest. 

Mirza Asad Ullah hinted at some plan which the Mujteheds wanted to lay before 
me, but T could not get him to outline what it was likely to be. Putting together 
what he said, what M. Maschkow said, and what Uhear from the vice-consul at Kerbela, 
Tshould not be surprised if the plan of the Mujtcheds is to bring pressure on Russia 
to withdraw her troops by causing disturbances in the Caue: Tt would of course 
he impossible for me to pretend that such a course would be approved by the British 
Government 

As far as Tam in a position to judge, it seoms clear to me that as long as Russian 
troops remain in Persia the whole influence of Kerbela and Nejef will be used to make 
their position untenable, and there will be continued danger of the most awkward 
incidents arising, 

So far thore seems to bo no serious spirit of 

cult to guess how long we can appear to support the retention of Russian 
troops in Pe thout forfeiting the good opinions we have earned. M. Maschkow 
is 4 Caucasian himself aud is an autocrat to the backbone. I do not for a moment 
holieve that his gyimpathies are with the liberal party, and I doubt if his official 

14; has beon so strict as to force him in all ances to appear to see eye to 

is. I doubt if he could resist the temptation of showing England in an 

plo light. Livrite this, of course, in the strictest confidence, and I offer it 
ely a8 my personal opinion. 

































m against the English, but 

























(29982) 


Manchester Chamber of Commerce to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 


Yo. 388, 


Sin, Manchester, August 7, 1909. 
‘THE President of this Qhamber had the honour of forwarding to you, on the 
Sr instant, a letter which he had received from firms connected with this Chamber 
who are interested in trade with Mid and Southern Persia. He now desires mo to 
onelose a communication received from Messrs. E. S, Davids Sons and Co., and others 
who have commercial relations with Northern Persia. 
‘The President commends these further representations to you, feeling assured that 
you will take such aetion as you properly ean. 
Tam, &. 
WALTER SPEAKMAN, Secretary. 





















Tnclosure in No. 388. 


Messrs. Davids Sons and Co. and others to the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, 





, Manchester, August 5, 1909. 
WE; the undersigned shippers, interested in the trade of Persia, beg to draw the 


attention of your Board to serious complaints received by cable from our houses and 








agents abroad concerning 






large quantity of goods is held up en route 
appears to us that, since the advent of the 










Minister at Tehran, requesting him to brin, 








to the Right Honourable Sir Edward Grey, 
deem necessary to protect our interests, 
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E the unsafe_condition of the caravan routes in Porsia 
especially betwoen Kermanshah and Hamadan, which, for some weeks, have been 
infested by robber bands who made the passage of caravans most risky and caused the 
trade to be completely paralyzed. We further understand that, at the present time, 





and in serious danger of being looted. It 
new Government in Persia, the authorities 


seem to have less control over the tribes; consequently they havo latterly been moro 
daring in their attack on the caravans. We need hardly point out what a disastrous 
effect this state of affairs is having and likely to have on 3 

we suggest that you would kindly communicate with His Majesty's Sccretary of Stato 
for Foreign Affairs, with a view to telegraphic instructions being sent to His Majesty's 


rritish trade in Persia, May 


g before the notice of the Persian Govern- 


ment the need for a prompt action to secure the safety of the roads 0 as to enablo 
goods to travel between the trade centres without the risk of looting or molestation, 
Hoping you will give this communication favourable consideration and forward same 


requesting him to take what action he may 












bank in Tehran, dated the 21st July, 1909. 




















Tnelosure 1 


Imperial Bank of Persi 
1.) 





(Confidenti 
(Extract,) 
ALL is quiet here aga 








but for this no. 






M. Sabline was hard pressed from 





In this connection I enclose Sir George Bare 
together with copy of my reply. 


element of Cancasian freebooters, 


theirs at the same time. I don’t think they 
the throne and the prospect of dealing with 








tor 






Tt appears that the Imperial crown was 
December, and has not yet been redeemed. 








[1665] 


than British), who did’ all in their pow 


We are, &c, 
E. 8. DAVIDS SONS AND Co, 
(and others). 
[29983] No, 389. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Ofice—(Received August 9.) 
Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, August 7, 1909. 


T AM requested by the Board of Directors to forward for your information an 
extract from a confidential letter addressed to this office by the chief manager of the 


Thave, &e, 
G. NEWELL, Manager, 


oe 


in No, 389, 


Tehran, to Imperial Bank of Persia, London. 


Tehran, July 21, 1909. 
thanks are due to the numerous forvigners 
to bring in the Russian troops. from 
u all sides, but at the most critical moment 





his and Sir George Barclay’s most valuable asset was the British colony, who 
reinained in Tehran throughout the trouble and never uttered a word of complaint, 


lay's telegram to me of the 18th instant, 


Now that the people have worked their will, it remains to be seen with what 
moderation and good sense they will conduct a situation which is fraught with many 
difficulties, not the least of which is the presence of a large and very undesitable 


‘The German view here is that M. Sabline lost his opportunity, and, of course, 


feel quite so happy with Mahomed Ali off 
a constitution which promises to be anti- 


erman. ‘The Board’s message has been communicated to the now Shah, who camo to 
a yesterday for the purpose of being crowned to-day. 


pawned with the Banque d’Escompte last 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 389. 


Sir G. Barclay to Mr. Wood. 
(Telegraphie,) Gulahek, July 19, 1909. 
OWING to press of business, Thave not been able before to express my high 
appreciation of the courage, coolness, and good sense shown by the British community 
during the very trying conditions of the last week. I heg you to convey this message 
to the members of your staff, and to express to them my gratitude for their conduct, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 389. 
Mr. Wood to Sir G. Barclay. 


Sir, , July 20, 1909. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your telegram of yesterday, whi 
has been communicated to my staff, and T hasten now to join them in thanking you 
for tho kind expressions conveyed in your message, 

Thave, &. 
A. 0. WOOD. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 389. 


Imperial Bank of Persia, London, to Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, 


are ) 
(olegraphic.) 
COMMUNICATE following through the Regent :— 
‘The Chairman Dnperial Bank of Persia and Board offer their congratulations, with 
respectful and sineore wishes for the happiness and prosperity under His 
Tmpoxial Majosty Sullon Alimad Shah pnd tho Regent, iis Lilies Azad-ul-Mulk, 


July 19, 1909. 





(29956) No. 390. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received August 9.) 
(No. 662.) 
(Telographic.) P, Gulahek, August 9, 1909. 
IHS Majosty's acting consul-general ut Tabrooz telegraphed to me yesterd 
follows, No. 17 


“Tlearn from Russian consul-general that a relative of the Maku khans has sought 
refuge in Russian vico-consulate at Bayazid, with the object of obtaining Russian pro- 
tection for tho khanate, which he declares the nationalists aro threatening, Russian 
Vico-consul foars that the khan may call in the Turks if the Russian Government do 
not accord hitn their protection, My Russian colleague, in reply to his Government's 
request for his views on this matter, has stated that tho dispatch of a small force to 
Maku ostensibly for the protection of Russian subjects was in his opinion the only way 
to save the khanate,” 


M, Subline is recommending to his Government that he be authorized, in concert 
with mo, to urge upon the Persian Government the advisability of proclaiming a 
geioral amnesty. By this means the disorders entailed by such movements as that 
directed against Muku, which the nationalists appear to have in view, would be 

ided ; and the constant applications for protection from nervous reactionaries with 
which my Russian colleaguo is being: plagued would no longer trouble the two legations. 
I fully concur in M. Sabline's recommendation, and think that we might suggest that 
the amnesty should take the same lines as that put forward in the programme of 
reforms which we submitted to the late Shah. 


(Confidential) 
‘The numbor of undesirables who have been granted Russian protection in the past 
is causing my colleague some embarrassment. 
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(29767) No. 391, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 663.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 9, 1909, 
‘THE Persian Government have arrested Zil-es-Sultan's further progress towards 
‘Tehran near Menjil on the Resht road. I have received a communication from his sons 
begging for my intervention, but I declined to act in the matter. 





(30026) No. 392, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 664.) 
(Telegraph . Gulahek, August 9, 1909. 

PLEASE seo St. Petersburgh telegrams Nos. 376 and 382 of the Gth August and 
the 8th August respectively. 

‘The stipulations regarding the departure of the ex-Shah are an essential. part of 
the protocol recently concluded between the Persian Govermnent and the two legations, 
‘The negotiations which led to the agreement will, in great part, haye to bo resumed if 
these stipulations are not carried out. 

‘The importance of adhering to the date fixed cannot be exaggerated, and wo ought 
now to be making preparations for the journey if His Majesty is to start on the Lith 
August. We might for the present postpone the question of his futuro place of 
residence. 

The protocol, as stated in the preamble of that document, is an agreemont, between 
the representativ f the two legations and of the Persian Government, which must 
be subsequently ratified by the representatives of the two Powers and! tho Persian 
Government. 

If we can get the whole Cabinet to sign this arrangement in return for our own. 

tures, the difficulty T anticipated in getting the assembly to ratify it lator (seo my 

jo. 654) should not arise. 





(30017) No. 393. 


Mr. O'Beirue to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 9.) 
(No, 383.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. St Petersburgh, August 9, 1909. 
PLEASE refer to your telegram No, 1030 of the Gth instant: Loan of Mx. New to 
Persian Telegraph Administration, 
Owing to the circumstances reported in telegram No, 658 of the 7th instant, from 
‘Tebran, Tam taking no further action in the matter, 





(28653) No. 394, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 

(No. 414.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 9, 1909, 
KERKHA irrigation scheme. Seo your telegram No. 636 of the 20th July. 
Suggestion is being made to India Office to sanction Wilson's survey. 





(29767) No. 395. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


No. 415, 
Re 5.) 


graphic) 
OUR telegram No. 663 [of 9th August: Zil-es-Sultan|, 
Action approved. 


Foreign Office, August 9, 1909. 
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(30627) No. 396. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O’ Beirne. 
(No. 280.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 9, 1909, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 229 of the 6th instant, M. Isvolsky called 
upon me at the Foreign Office to-day and we had some further conversation on various 
subjects, He expressed pleasure at finding that we were so much in agreement, and 
showed no anxiety to discuss matters in detail. ‘ 

T gave him our latest information from Persia as to the desirability of getting the 
Shah to dopart as soon as possible, and as to the alleged Russian subject who has been 
appointed chief of police. 

M, Tavolsky said it would be a good thing that M. Poklewski should reach Tehran 
‘a8 soon as possible and discuss the situation with Sir G, Barclay, as this would be the 
Dest way of dealing with the details of outstanding questions. 

Tam, &e. 
EB. GREY. 





(29476) No. 897. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 9, 1909. 

WITH reference to your lottor of the 11th ultimo relative to the proposed scheme 
of irrigation from tho Kerkha, I am directed by Secretary Sir Kdward Grey to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's consul-general at 
Bushire,® forwarding Lieutonant Wilson's report on the suitability of that river for 
tho execution of such a project, as well as a letter from the same officer, reporting a 
conversation which he had with the Sheikh of Mohammeral, in the course of which 

asked him to make preliminary examination of the site. Mr, Wilson asks 
that he may recoive permission to undertake this work with the least possible delay. 

Tam also to transmit to you copy of a telogram from His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Pohran on the same subject,t from which it will be observed that he awaits 
instructions as to the reply which he should return to Major Cox's request. for 
authority to sanction Mr, Wilson’s compliance with the sheikh’s desire. 

It will further be seon that Sir W. Willcocks considers that the s will be 

view of this opinion and of the tenure of Mr. Wilson's 

disposed, with Viscount Morley’s concurrence, to address a 

tcl Jay, instructing him to authorise Major Cox to allow Mr. Wilson 
to proceod as propose 

1am to transmit to you at the same time copy of a further telegram from 
Sir G, Barclay, reporting that the Indiau guard, which it has been decided to remove 
from the scene of the operations of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, since its services 
are no longer required there, is at Ahwaz awaiting definite orders to withdraw. In 
this telogram Sir CG. Barclay also reports a suggestion made by Major Cox to the 
Government of India, that a portion of the guard should be retained for Mr. Wilson's 
uso if he is authorisod to make the proposed investigati 

Tn to stat that Sir B, Grey has no objetion to urge tothe sugaested arrange 
ment if Mr, Wilson's investigation is sanctioned, provided that the question of the 
payment of the portion of the guard thus retained receives a satisfactory solution. 

Lord Morley is aware that the cost of paying and maintaining the guard has 
hitherto beon mot by. the Oil Company, but it is clearly unreasonable to expect them 
to continuo to defray it when once the guard has passed out of their control, and has 

to bo employed for the protection of their interests. 

Sir H. Grey, on his part, is willing to approach the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's ‘Treasury with a request that they will sanction the charge to Imperial funds 
of hulf the expense involved in this matter, which would probably not be considerable, 
if Lord Morley can see his way to permit the remaining half to be defrayed by the 
Government of India. 

Bofore, howover, addressing their Lordships on the subject, it is necessary to 


. ; t No. 327. No. 866. 
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ascertain as accurately as possible the monthly sum required, and the approximate 
length of the time for which the services of these sowars are likely to. be nosded, and 
Lam accordingly to transmit to you herewith draft of a telegram which, if Lord 
Morley sees no objection, Sir E. Grey proposes to address to Sir G. Barclay, making 
enquiry on these points.* 

Tam toadd that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive, at Lord Morley’s early 
convenience, replies on both the points raised in this leiter—(1) as to whether 
Mr. Wilson’s survey may be sanctioned, and (2) as to whether, if the answer to the 
first enquiry is in the affirmative, the Government of India will bear half the expense 
involved in the retention of a portion of the guard. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(26837) No. 398, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 9, 1909, 

WITH reference to my letter of the 23rd ultimo relative to the desite of the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to undertake, with the co-operation of the Imperial or 
Indian Government, a topographical survey of the oil-producing regions of Persia, as a 
preliminary to a geological survey of the same districts, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey to inform you that Mr. E, W. Wallace, vice-president of the comi- 
pany, in the course of a visit to this Office on the 30th ultimo, enquired what action had 
heen taken on the letter in which the company made the proposal in question. 

Mz, Wallace was informed that a letter had been addressed to you, suggesting that 
the company might be recommended to consult the public edition of the work referred 
to in my letter above quoted, in case it should contain all the information which they 
needed ; but he replied that’ the company were already familiar with that publication, 
ind that it did not serve their purpose, as the survey, the results of which it recorded, 
did not provide all the particulars which they required to know. 

In these circumstances, it becomes necessary to consider what reply should be 
returned to the company’s original proposal for a joint survey. 

\s regards this question, Sir E, Grey is of opinion that the interest of this depart- 
ment in the results of such a survey is not sufficiently direct to justify an application 
to the Treasury for authority to incur expense under this head. Yt appears to him that 
the matter is one which more nearly concerns the Government of India, and I am 
to enquire whether Viscount Morley would see his way to sanction the participa 
tion of that Government in a work of this nature, either by the loan of a surveyor 
to undertake itor by sharing the expense involved in its accomplishment, or in Hoth of 

hese ways. 

_,, Should Lord Morley's reply be favourable to the proposal in principle, Sir B. Gn 
will approach the company with the request that they will submit, at their early 
convenience, a more definite scheme for carrying. it on. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLE. 





(30094) No. 899. 


Mr. F.C. Strick to Foreign Office —(Received august 10.) 


7 Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sie * august 9, 1909, 
REFERRING to the interview T had with you on Wednesday, the 4th instant, 
when I showed you a copy of telegram received by my firm from Mr. David Brown, 
Tehran, on the subject of the Hormuz red oxide of iron, I regret I did not, as I had 
intended, leave a copy of the message with you, but I now hand you a copy 
herewith. i 
T thank you for the promise you gave me at our interview to communicate with 
me directly you heard from the British Minister at Tehran, and as Tam anxious to 


fixhy * See No, 468, 
fess 30 








884 


cable as soon as possible t6 Mr. Brown, a requested by him, I hope you will soon hear 
from Sir George Barclay on the subject. 
Thave, &e. 


FRANK C. STRICK. 





Tnclosure in No, 399, 


Mr. Brown to Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co, 






(Telegraphic.) Tehran, August 4, 1909, 

MOUINUTOSAR has contract with Andrew Weir for 15,000 tons of oxide, 
30,0001, for shipment up to 1912, 1,000 tons already shipped, 

According to contract Mouinutojar must not sell in Europe or United States 
Amoriea, but he can sell to Russia India, 

Contract made through Ellinger and Co., Manchester. 

Ascertain to what extent they are interested. 

It is vory Ikely Persian Government will bring pressure to bear Mouinutojar for 
money and endeavour to cancel Hormuz concession, but British Minister will support 
Mouinutojar during term Weir contract, 

‘There is some possibility obtain Mouinutojar concessions for you now, and, in such 
t, if yon will accede to Weir contract, Foreign Oflice may withhold ‘support from 
Mouitiutojar. 

‘Telegraph immediately what sum you could pay cash for Hormuz, also Hormuz and 
all Porsian Gulf, for ten twenty years. 














(30159) No. 400. 
Akbar Mirza to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 10.) 
(Volegraphic,) Bn clair Tehran, August 10, 1909. 
al LITAN instructs me to say that he understands latest assurances 
tegarding property during absence are annulled by his return, but anterior ones 


assutting him of support for life, honour and family should he remain loyal to Shah he 
hopes still hold ood; if so, please instruct Minister help him return Burope safely. 















(80156) 





» 401, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received clugust 10,) 





aphic.) P. Gulakek, August 10, 1909. 
GOVERNORSHLP of Fars. 
nytt, telegram No. GG of the Sth August 1 reported the appointment of 
Ain-ed-Dowleh to this post. It now transpires that the Persian Goverument, at the 
instigation of Teli Jadeh, who has recently arrived from Tabreez, have in view the 
ion of the appointinent, As a result of this unfortunate uncertainty, the situation 
is again somewhat disquieting at Shiraz, 
{'am pressing the Persian Government to decide without delay upon the definite 
‘ppohntinent of a strong governor, and preferably to confirm that of -\ined-Dowleh, 
















(80154) No. 102, 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 10, 
(No. 886.) sired a) 


(Telegraphic.) _P. 
SIR G. BARCLAY’S tel um No, 664 of yesterday 
T spoke to the acting Mi for Foreign Affairs today on the subject of the 
ture of the ex-Shah, in anticipation of instructions from you, 1 suggested to 


elleney that until his place of residence was definitely decided on His Majesty 
might live at Tiflis, ‘ 


St. Petersburgh, August 20, 1909. 


















235 


M. Sazonow said that although he did not intend to delay the settlement of the 
question tll the Medjliss should have sanctioned the pension to be given to His Majesty, 
the whole matter would have, of necessity, to be submitted to the Council of Ministers 
and to the Emperor, who is still abroad ; ‘a final answer, therefore, could not possibly 
be given till next Friday the 13th. At the same time I gather that M. Sabline may be 
expected to receive his instructions on Saturday the 14th, as M. Sazonow does not 
think there will be auy serfons difficulties in the way. 





(29956) No. 403. 


‘Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne. 
(No. 1069.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 10, 1909. 

ASCERTAIN views of Russian Government as to suggestion in telogram No, 662 
of the 9th August from Tehran, 

Inform Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that, if they will similarly instruct their 
representative at Tehran, His Majesty’s Government will instruct Sir G, Barclay to 
press on Persian Government adoption of this suggestion as to the granting of an 
amnesty. I consider the suggestion to be a good one. 














[25889] No. 404, 
Foreign Office to Admiralty, 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 10, 1909, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 13th May relative to the disembarkation of a 
force of bluejackets from His Majesty's ship “Fox” at Bushire, I am directed by 
ward Grey to transinit to you herewith copy of a despatch from flis 
ster at Tehran,® relative to the withdrawal of this force after the 
i of the object with which they had been landed. 
n to express the hope that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty may see 
y to comply with the wish expressed by Sir G. Barclay and by His Majesty's 
general at Bushire that the officers concerned should be thanked for their 
service 





















Tam, 





es 
LOUIS MALLET. 





30266) No. 405, 


Sir 





#. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received August 11.) 
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taphic.) P. Gulahek, August 11, 1909. 

THE Nationalists have taken Zil-es-Sultan buck to Resht, where ing kept 
jement. pplication for my intervention froin his son, 





pri 
Although, in my opinion, the 






cannot reasonably base any claim to our 
Protection on our assurances after bis complete neglect of our advice, I, nevertheless, 
Propose to inform the Persian Government that I hope that His Imperial Highness 
will be allowed to leave Persia in safety. In making this recommendation, T propose to 
ask for the support of my Russian colleague, 
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30256) No. 406, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced August 11.) 






(No. 667.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 11, 1909. 

SOW of the bast at the Russian legation referred to in my telegram No. 692 
of the 27th July would naturally leave the country together with the ex-Shah, 
Consequently, during the journey, these persons would ipso facto share the joint 
protection accorded to His late Majesty. Provided that these’ persons do sot enjoy 
Bulut mtatgubeyooditbeaeatarceen rae Journey, I presume that there is no 
objection to my granting it. ; 

The Persian Government may possibly be opposed to their travel th 
Mohamed Ali Mirza, but if they leave with him, the risk of occurrences, which might 
bring about complications, wil not be so great ind I shall, if the necessity arise, 
advise the Persian Government to put no obstacles in the way of their departure 




























(80251) No. 407. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August U1.) 








Xo, 388.) 

Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 11, 1909, 
PROPOSED general amnesty in Persia 

Please refer to your telogram No, 1069 of the 11th August. 

M, Sazonow promises me that the suggestion will be considered. 





















(80159) 







Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





No. 18.) 
Telegraphic.) P eign Office, August 11, 1909, 

AKBAR MIRZA’S telegram of the 10th August repeated to you in my telegram 
No. 417 of to-day, 

Tintend 1g that, when Zil-es-Sultan went back to Persia against advice of 
This Majesty's Government, latter considered themselves released from all their 
avarnntees, but that they will do all they ean to make his departure from Persia easy. 

‘Telegraph your views, and report whether you consider it likely that Per 
Government will try to prevent the Zil’s departure. 






























(30017) No. 409. 










Foreign Office to India Office. 







8i 





Foreign Office, August 11, 1909, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Groy to transmit to you herewith copies 
of tolograms, from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran aud charge d'affaires at’ St, 
Potersburgh,? relative to the proposal recently made to lend to the Persian Ministry of 
Tolegrophs the services of Mr, New, of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph, Departnent, 
pending the consideration of tho substantive appointment of an offisial tovtake the 
placo of the Armenian. who was charged with the work of correspondouce with foreign 
telograph administrations and with the International Telegraph Bureau at Berne, of 
Keeping accounts and regulating trafic, & 


T am to state that, in view of the obj 





















ctions of the Russian Government to the 
Gconpation of this post by a person of British or Russian nationality and of Sir G 
Barelay’s decision not to raise the question with the new Persian Ministor of Tele 
graphs, Si Proposes, with the concurrence of Viscount Morley, to authorise 


Mr, O'Belme to abstain from approaching the Russian Government again. on the 
subject 






























n, &e, 
LOUIS MALLE 












* Nos. 380 and 998, 
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[30377] No. 410, 


Mirza Mehdi Khan to Foreign Office.—(Received August 12,) 


‘Dear Mr. Mallet, Persian Legation, London, August 11, 1909. 

AS promised, I enclose herewith translations of the chief points of the telegrams 
I read to you yesterday afternoon. I told you how anxiously my Government look 
upon the present situation, and how much they are handicapped, in putting the affaira 
in order, by the presence’ and the sation of the means troops. As you will readily 
agree the continued presence of the troops, their attitude towards the people, and, 
lastly, their contemplated move towards Tehran may be looked upon with_equaniinity 
by the Persian Government, who have confidence in the assurances given by the 

foverament of His Imperial Majesty the Czar; but it is impossible to dispel the 
suspicion and fear which it creates in the mind of the public at large—especially when 
they see that all cause for their presence has been removed. As 1 had the hovour of 
telling you yesterday, my Government have instructed me to draw the attention of 
His Britannic Majesty's Government to these facts, and to invite them to take friendly 
action. 

You will see from the telegrams that my Government strongly deprecate any 
move towards Tehran. They think if a change of quarters is needed this could by 
made in the direction of Resht. Further, for the reasons stated, they consider that if 
the Hussian troops are not withdrawn from Kazyin and Guilan without further delay, 
complications, which may have disastrous results, will arse, 

Ushall feel much obliged if you will very kindly put these facts before Sir Exward 
Grey; and I shall be glad if Teould have an interview with his Excolloney, 80 as to 
ascertain his views in accordance with the instructions of my Government, 

Yours, &e. 
MEHDI, 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 410. 
Swnmary Translation of a Telegram received by the Persian Minister, August 9, 1909, 


M1 is reported from Kazvin that the Russian troops there daily enter tho city with 
their band, and march along the boulevards, It is evident what consternation this 
daily demonstration produces among the inhabitants, and if continued will cause 
commotion. Moreover, the refugees at the Russian Consulate daily bring forward 
baseless claims, and the Russian consul puts pressure regarding their execution the 
Russian troops even interfere with mosques and other sacred places. Within, the last 
{ow days, on the plea that two Russian soldiers have deserted, they wish to seareh (? alle) 
the houses in the city; this will add to the agitation of the inhabitants,  Furthor, 
notwithstanding the fact that there is perfect security in Resht, Kaz 


























and 
‘Tehran, fifty more Russian soldiers with one officer haye arrived at Enzeli. It is clear 
that the protracted stay of the former troops, and the arrival of the fresh contingent, 


and the behaviour of the troops will have detrimental results, 
———— ee 
Inclosure 2 in No, 410. 
Sunmary Translation of a Telegram received by the Persian Minister, August 10, 1900, 


ACCORDING to reports received at the Ministry of tho Interior, the Russian 
\roops at Kazvin have decided to advance two farsakhas (8 miles) towards ‘Tehran, 
the reason, they mention, for doing so being that their present quarters have become 
ditty, You know yoursolf that after the changes that have taken place the Cabinet 
has, day and night, devoted the whole of its attention to the restoration of order end 
security in the country, and has done its utmost to removo the bad. impression and 
the agitation which the arrival of Russian troops at Kazvin and the non-withdrawal 
of the troops from Tabreez and other districts had produced. ‘The Imperial Govern- 


'* This word is indecipherable. 
(1665) 3P 
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ment has, moreover, taken infinite trouble in the satisfactory settlement of the question 
of the boycotting of Russian goods in Guilan. ‘The Imperial Russian Government 
instead of fulfilling their promiso to withdraw their troops (especially when they 
clearly realise that order and security reigns in Tehran, in Kazvin, and in Gnuilan) 
they now desire to advance them two farsakhs towards Tehran. ‘This action will 
again distuxb and agitate the mind of the whole people, and the present state of 
security and quietness might entirely change; if any change of quarters is necessary, 
the treopa could move towards Resht ond uct Tehran. But with the prosent order 
and seourity of the country the troops should be withdrawn altogether. But if the 

make this more towarde Tehran this fact added to their continued stay in Persia wil 
shake the confidence of the Cabinet in its own ability to keep the people quiet and 
to preserve order and security, and it is likely that, under the circumstances, the Cabinet 
will resign, and this may create various troubles. If it is really desired that order 
and security should be maintained in Persia these obstacles should at once be removed, 
so that the Government may be able to attend to affairs and to reforms without having 
their hands tied. 





(80302) No, 411. 
India Office to Foreign Office, — (Received August 12.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

y of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 

ith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous letter, 

copy of enclosures in a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, 
dated the Ist July, relative to the withdrawal of sepoys from Jask. 


India Office, August 11, 1909. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 411. 


Major Cow to Government of India, 


(Telographie.) Bushire, June 17, 19 
__ CAN extra fifty sepoys at Jask, under Captain Heath, now return to Indi 
British Minister at Tehran and I do not see any further need for their detention. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 411. 


Major Cox to Government of India. 
) 
logram dated the 17th June, 


oxpedite reply about Heath's return to India.’ Fortnightly mail steamer 
leaves Jask 20th June. 


Bushire, June 26, 1909. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 411. 


Government of India to Major Cox. 


‘Simla, June 2 
I telegrams of the 17th and 26th June. Instructions have been issued for 


(Wlegraphic, 
(olegrapic) 


Withdrawal of extra sepoys at Jask under Heath. 





(30386) No. 412. 


ir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 


(Telegraphic. . Gulahek, August 12, 1909. 
AS foreshadowed in my telegram No. 665 of the 10th August, the Persian 
Government haye revoked \in-ed-Dowleh’s appointment to the governorship-general of 
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Fars, and have appointed in his place Sabam-ed-Dowleh, who has as yet only held 
unimportant governorshi 

There is now a noticeable tendency, coinciding with Taki Zadeh’s return to 
Tehran, to give governorships to men who are new to provincial administration rather 
than to those who have had large experience of it in th past, In this way it is hoped 
that the corrupt methods which have hitherto distinguished local government in Persia 
may the more easily be abolished. 


(80379) _ No. 413, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received August 12.) 
(No. 390.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, August 12, 1909. 

T AM informed by the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that the assent of the 
Emperor to the ex-Shah’s residing at Kielf will, he hopes, be obtained to-morrow. 

"The Russian Government cannot consent to His Majosty's departure until the 
Persian Government guarantee the debt of 3,000,000 roubles which His Majesty owes 
to the Russian Bank on the ex-Shah’s estates in Azerbaijan. If the Persian Govern 
ment recognise the arrears of civil list to the amount of 2,000,000 roubles which 
His Majesty declares are due to him, and agree to pay in that sum to the Russian 
Bank, the estates would only have to produce the other million, ‘This question is the 
ouly difficulty now in the way of His Majesty's departure on the 17th instant, 

‘The Russian Government will defray the cost of His Majesty's journey, and a ship 
will be in readiness to convey him to Petrovsk. 

M, Sabline has been instructed in the sense of tho above. 


{30380} No. 414. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 
(No. 391.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, August 12, 1909. 
APPOINTMENT of an English tutor to the Shah, Your telegram No, 410 of the 
5th instant to Sir G. Barclay 
Thad a conversation with M. Sazonow this morning on the subject of Dr. Lindley's 
proposed appointment. His Excellency said that M, Smirnow was a man who engaged 
in no intrigues, and that he gave the Russian Government information which was 
of use to them, and that they desired that he should remain in his present post. 
Sazonow said that his Government did not consider that there was place for two 
gouvernenrs,” but they had no objection to the Shah’s receiving lessons in English 
from Dr, Lindley. 
ir G. Barclay, I assured his Excellency, would use his influence to provent 
Dr. Lindley from taking any step which would not meet with the approval of the 
Russian Government; but I pointed out that the difficulty lay with tho Porsian 
Government. He suggested that the Persian Government might be induced to give up 
the idea of disn ing M. Smirnow if Sir G. Barclay discouraged it. 





(30384) No. 415, 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiwed August 12.) 
344.) 
Telegraphic.) R. 
PERSIA, General amnesty. 
My telegram No 388 fof 11th August]. 
Russian Government have sent instructions as proposed by you to Russian chargé 


affaires, and they hope you will similarly instruct British Minister at Tehran, 
(Sent to Tehran.) 


St. Petersburgh, August 12, 1909. 
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[30266] No. 416. 


Sir Ec Sir re 
0 34) ir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
‘legraphic,) R. Foreign Office, August 12, 19 
YOUR tologram No, 66 fof 11ch August: Zilee Stan). task ieee 
approve. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 1092.) 





[30380] No, 417. 


VNor420) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

QUESTION of tutor for Shah. 

St. Petorsburgh telegram No. 391 of today. 

You should do what you can to prevent } 
that the solution of this matter 


Foreign Office, August 12, 1909. 


event M. Smirnoff being removed, and to see 
is one which is satisfactory to your colleague. 





80356) No, 418. 


‘reign Office to Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, August 12, 19 
soon! inl dirgted by Sueretary Sir Edvard Grey to state CaCLe es or has 
pee undor the impression, derived from information communicated to. hitn last 
ecember, that you signed on the 4th of that month a three years’ contract: with 
Mossrs. Ellinger and Co,, of Manchester (acting as the agents of the Moin-ut-Tujian) 
for the purchase of all the red oxide extracted from the mines on the island of Hotpus, 


Tam to ask you to be good i Sir E fi 
“ K you to be good enough to inform Sir E, Grey confidentially whethe 
this statemont is accurate. rea ata riee 


Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET 





{80507} No. 419, 
India Office to Foreiyn Office. —(Received August 13.) 


India Office, clugust 12, 1909. 
your letter of the 5th instant, I am directed that Viscount 


n to the communication which His Ma Minister proposes 


ian Government as to escort for the rv rt i 
as toe for the repairing parties which the 
ropean Telegraph Department should send out in October next. But the 


action to bo taken Porstan Gov 
to bo taken, sian Government prove unable to a e neces 
protection, will reqniro careful consideration > pane he uaseeesy 


Copy of a memorandum by th sieahie ; n 
Dopart peat Cnemorandum by the ditectorin-chiof of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Thave, &e. 
a A. GOD! 


Tnclosure in No, 419. 


Memorandum by the Director-in-Chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department. 
HS telograph lines from Bushire to Tehran and from Tehran to Robat are 
ed into seven sections. Every cold weather, in the autumn and in the spring, 
seren ropain part = go out over these sections, each in charge of a European inspector, 
Fron oom Dushire extends to Shiraz, 156 miles, and the section from Robat 
tend ta miles. These two sections appear to be the only two considered 
sufliciently disturbed for the repair parties to require special escorts, I do not 
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recommend that the tours of the working parties should be curtailed, but possibly the 
Bushire-Shiraz tour might be started later in the season. ‘The tours might also be 
shortened if orders were issued that only repairs urgently necessary were to be carried 
out. The Robat-Bam section would be the more dangerous of the two until thé 
Afghan gun-running parties had passed back into Afghanistan or down to the coast. 
‘hese parties go back to Afghanistan mainly between April to June each year. ‘This 
sear they do not appear to have damaged the telegraph lines on their way back. As a 
rule on their way to the coast they do no damage. On this section it would be well 
for the working party to go out as soon after the Ist October as possible, | Perhaps 

iead of employing Indian troops it would be preferable to supply escorts from the 
Mekran Levy Corps, as was done for Mr. New in the Jask sub-division. 


August 5, 1909. 


(30384) Rts 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 

(No. 421.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Offee,dugut 12, 1008 
YOU may concort with your Russian colleague as rogards procuring of general 

amnesty. Sco St. Petersburgh telegram No, 394 of yesterday and my telegram to 

St. Petersburgh No. 1069 of the 10th August, 





(80507) No. 421. 
ward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 13, 1909. 
ESCORTS for repairing parties of Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, 
I approve the communication to Persian Government suggested in your telegram 
No, 640 of the 2nd August, but the line of action which we shall havo’ to adopt will 
have to he seriously considered if the Persian Government. cannot afford the protection 
necessary. 
e Mekran levy corps was suppliod to Mr. Now on the Jask 
perhaps be better to resort to the same procedure in th 
than to employ Indian troops on the Robat~Bam section. 





(30608) No, 422, 
Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. to Foreign Office —(Received August 14.) 


Sir, 6, Lloyd's Avenue, London, August 13, 1909. 
WE have to acknowledge receipt of your favour of yesterday's date, with reference 
to the red oxide extracted from the mines at Hormuz, and we beg to advise tho 
Secretary, Sir Edward Grey, that he has been correctly informed as to our contract 
for the purchase of same. é 
We aro, &e, 
A. WEIR axp Co. 





(30663) No, 423. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 14.) 


No. 669.) 
Telegraphic.) P. te 
PLEASE see Mr. O'Beimne’s telegram No, 390 of the 12th August, 


Gulahek, August 14, 1909. 


(Confidential,) ; : 
My Russian colleague is endeavouring to obtain a settlement by the Persian 
Government of Mohamed Ali’s debt to the Banque d’Escompte on the lines indicated 
11665) 3Q 
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inthe above telegram. He does not, however, in the light of the instructions which he 

thoned nective) consider that His late Majesty's departure need necessarily he 
Premed ey the question of this settlement. Consequently we are notifying the 
Fersian Government that His Majesty will leave on the 18th Augest and ae asking 
that the necessary transport, arrangements be made. (The Innit @rntod, ts the 
Giiab was “ quinze jours” from the date of signature of the proce, ie) the 
vd Augnst, and as the Shah regards tho 17th August an ualucky day. we shall construe 
“quinze jours” as fifteen days, and not as a fortnight.) 








(30664) No. 424, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 14.) 
(No. 670.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P, Gulahek, August 14, 1909. 
THAVE received the following telegram, No. 179, Conlideutal, fen fl Majesty's 
acting consul-general at Tabrees :— 






“Raradagh villages within 20 1 
Subject, aro heing pillaged by a relati 
@ great part are Christians, make the 
appeal for help, My Rus 
ment requesting 
dist 


iles of Khodaferin, which belong to a Russian 
eof Rahim Khan, and the inhabitants, of whom 
inevitable accusations of murder and rape, and 
colleague to a telegram from his Govern: 
uuggesting that they should send to the 
Fva{itestion & frontior commissionor with an escort of 100 Cossecks His 
‘ough to put an end to the disorders, and if it could be 
coulda att Persian frontion commissioner bo at the same time dispatehod, they 
fould solve the opportunity to discuss outstanding frontier questions ie appears, 
owover, that tho genoral staf at Tillis are not willing to sond elther the coving 
or his escort.” 






















130649} 





Ri 





G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 14.) 
(No, 671) 
(Telogeaphic.) DP, Tehran, August 14, 1909, 

{UITRAN-Shahrud telograph line (seo my telogram No, G41 af the tad August), 
We cannot delay any longer to reply. to Persian Government concerning ere 
of line without offending them. — Intlo-Buro Telegraph Department is being 

t the second wire. Tt will | to give a reason if we refuse to 

comply, and if we mention the question of © of lines now, assembly will be 

Hain {regard Arabistan convention unfavourably. Russia however, will 

presuum question of exchange, which las dropped for the’ time, when she 
hears t intend to comply with request for erection of second wire, 

In any case 1 think it will be advisable to wait until Persia is hector disposed to 
Russia before entering ypon exchange negotiations, whatever the offeet of Hae will be 
{lor Attitude of assembly to Arabistan’ convention. ‘Tho most. faveuralis oppor 
tunity for pressing exchange question will perhaps he whem Rie troops are 
withdrawn from Kazvi 


With relereneo to, Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 29. of the 12th June last, I 
Uuderstand fully his objection to again urging: postponement of exchange solely for 
the purpose of benefiting the Arabistn convention; but would fe re possible to 
Gqbltin to Russian Government that we propose to comply with request of Persian 
Government and erect the second line (which would take cx eek se or less), in 
viow of the fact that present moment is unfavourable foe entering upon exchange 
negotiations 2 


Tam anxious to know what language you will use to Russian Government, and 
shall not speak to M. Sabline until Tam informed of this, 
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(30697) No. 426, 


Sir G. Barclay fo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 16.) 
og BD) Gulahek, July 19, 1909, 
“ WITH reference to my despatch No. 126 of the 17th June, E have the Konsye to 
transmit herewith a translation of the new Electoral Law, dated the lst July, as finally 
eee Thave, &e. 
G, BARCLAY, 


Inclosure in No. 426, 


Electoral Regulations for the National Assembly, 


Preface, 


WHERPAS, in accordance with the exigencies of the time, it became necessary to 
alter somo of the articles of the National Asseubly’s Electoral Regulations, in pursuance 
of the commands of His Imperial Majesty Mohammed Ali Shah (may God inmortalize 
his reign !) a number of well-wishers of the nation, in conjunction with the members of 


the Couneil of Stato, formed a committee of twenty persons by a voto of the majority, 
to prepare a new Regulation, ‘ 
Pha iefiraaco, wan alll tims erica oF the fundamental laws concerning the 
ter of elections, and the alteration of these articl 


contravention of those 
les, in order to overcome this objection the above-mentioned committeo sub- 
portant articles of the amended Regulation to the consideration of the 
in the more important provinces of Persia, m <3 
portant provincial centres transferred rights of supervision to the Azerbaijan 
capital. “The learned of that centre approved in principle the modification of the four 
articles, and submitted their observations on the other principal articles. 'Chorofore, 
into consideration the observations of the Azerbaijan capita, the prosont rogula. 
tions have been drawn up and written, on condition that the National Assembly, after 
its opening, shall be at liberty to exercise the right, according to the powers conforred 
upon it by the fundamental laws, to ratify or modify any ono of its articles ay m 
doemed advisable, 


‘The Electoral Law, dated July 1, 1909. 


Ouarter L—Number of Representatives of the People and their Distribution in the 
Provinces and Districts, 


Article 1. ‘The number of deputies of the people for the National Assembly in the 
provinces of Persia is fixed at 120 persons. i : 

Art 2. ‘The distribution of the people's representatives is in relation to tho 
approximate population of the provinces and the importance of the locality in accord. 
nce with a separate list annexed at the end of these regulations. 

Art 3; In view of tho absence of the required conditions, the places whore elections 
will take place will only bo the large and small towns. ‘Therefore most of the districts 
and tribal settlements where the contral authority does not reside in a town are not 
mentioned in this regulation, though tho inhabitants of the districts and tribal settle: 
ments of every province may, if they enjoy the prescribed qualifications, assemble in 
one of the towns of the province and take part in the elections, 
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Carrer I.—Qualifications of Electorate. 


Art. 4. ‘The electors will be persons possessing the following qualifications :— 
1, They must be Persian subjects. 
2, Whey mnst be 20 years of age at lea : nee ; 
‘Whey must. be well known locally, and, if not natives or inhabitants of the 
electoral district, must have resided at least six months in the electoral district or its 
s elections. i 
4, ‘Vhoy must at least own property of the value of 250 tomans (50L), or pay at 
Teast 10 tomians (2l.)taxes, or have a revenue of 50 tomans (101,) a-year, or have studied. 


Art, 5. Persons who aro entirely deprived of electoral rights are as follows :-— 

1, Women, : 

2, Persons not within years of discretion, and those who stand in need of a legal 
guardian, ‘ 

3, Foreign subjects. 

4 Perwone wioeo departure from the true faith of Talam’ bas) beon proved’ before 
‘one of the qualified doctors of theology. 

5, Persons under 20 years of age. 

6, Fraudulent bankrupt : 

7, Murderers, thieves, and criminals who haye undergone punishment according 
to Islamic law, and persons notorious as murderers and robbers and the like who have 
not legally exculpated themselves, 

8, Porsons actually serving in the land or sea forces. 

Art, 6. Persons who are conditionally deprived of electoral rights :— 

1. Governors and vice-governors within the area of their own government. : 

2, Those employed in the military and police, within the area of their 
appointment. 


Carrer LL—Those to be Elected must possess the following Qualifications. 


Art. 


tion of the representatives of the 
Also be true believers of their own 


must be Persian subjects. 
must at least be able to read and write Persian to the necessary extent. 
must be well known locally. 
must have a knowledge of the affairs of the country. 
§. They must be well known to be honest and straightforward. 
7. hoy must not be under 30 and not over 70 years of age. 
Persons who are debarred from being elect 
103 of the blood, ie, sons, brothers, and uncles of the Sovereign. 
mon. 
Foreign subjects, 
4, Persons actually sorving in the land and sea forces. 
5. Persons in Government service, unless they resign their posts during the term 
thoy are «leputies, 
Praudulent bankrupts. . 
Murderers, thieves, and criminals who have undergone punishment according 
to Islamic law, and persons notorious as murderers and robbers and the like, who have 
not legally exculpated themselves. 
8, Persons under 20 or over 70 years of age. 
9, Personis whose departure from the true faith of Islam has been proved before 
‘one of the qualified doctors of theology ; or who are open heretics. 


Cuiavren 1Y.—Regarding the Formation of the Superintending Committee. 


Arts. 9 to 11, Provide for a temporary committee to supervise elections, under 
the local governor, and some members of the local Assembly. 
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Cuxpren V.—Electoral System. 


Art. 15. The elections in the whole of Persia will be by two degrees. 

Explanation (4),—The meaning of “election by two degrees” is that, first, in the 
quartere of a town or in the towns of an electoral district a particular number (of 
persons) are chosen—who are called “‘the elected” —and afterwards, these (persons) 
elected in the first degree meet at the contre of the electoral district and elect from 
among themselves the desired number; and these persons so elected in the second 
degree are called ‘ representatives,” 

Ezplanation (B).—The meaning of “clectoral district” is that portion of the 
Kingdom which, in accordance with the regulations, elects one or more persons 
collectively to be members of the National Assembly; if even that portion (of the 
Kingdom) should be under one or more governors. ‘The centro of a district is that 
spot where the elections in the second degreo for that district tak plac, 

Art. 16. ‘The elections in the first and second degree will in goneral be 
conducted on the plural voto system, excepting in such places where, in accordance 
with the distribution provided by the regulations, they have not the right. to vote 
for more than one person, in which caso the elections will be conducted on the 
single vote system. 

Ezplanation—The teaning of ‘plural voting” is that every voter will inscribe 
on his voting paper the names of all the persons to be elected for that dstuiets the 
single vote system is that every voter will inscribe on his voting paper the name of one 
person, 

Art, 17. The elections in the first degreo will be by a relative majority; and the 
elections in the second degree will be by a full major 

Eeplanation—The menning of a “full majority” is that moro than half the electors 
give their votes in favour of an individual. 

Art. 18. ‘Those persons who obtain a full majority of votes from the total number 
of electors of the electoral district will be accopted as members of the National Assombly, 
independently of the second degree election. 

19, In the elections of the second degree, if on the first and second occasion 
4 full majority is not acquired by a candidate, the same person can be elected on the 
third occasion by a relative majority. 

Art. 20, Tn case of equal votes being givon to two or more persons, and should 
it be necessary’ to choose one from among them, that person shall be chosen by lot. 

In the elections of the first degree the number of persons to be elected for 
each division will be three times the number for that division stipulated in Art, 2, 

Art. 22. In the Tehran electoral district the clections in the first degree will be 
conducted in five quarters of the town, each of which, under the direction of a 
Mayor, in accordance with the arrangements to be made by the supervising committeo. 

Art. 23. In the provincial electoral districts the election in each toyn of that distriet 
will be on a relative majority basis, Afterwards these persons olected in the first 
dogree will meet in the centre of the district on the date fixed by the central supor- 
vising committee, and they will all together elect from among themselves by a vote of 
the majority the number of deputies provided for in Art. 2. 

Art. 24. The five principal tribes—Shahseven of Azerbaijan, Bakhtiari, Kashigai, the 
Khamseh tribes of Fars, and the Turcomans-—will, in necordaneo with. the suiplations 
of the regulations, each send a deputy direct to the National Assembly. ‘Tho electoral 
system for the tribes is also of two degrees. ‘The number of electors in tho first degree 
for each tribe, however, and the electoral centre in the first degree, will be fixed by the 
Ministry of the Interior. In this case the elections of the second degree will be by lot. 

Art. 25. In case the persons elected in the small towns should not present 
themselves in the electoral centre of their districts at the time fixed for thoir mectin, 
by the central supervising committee their right to vote for that session will be forfeited, 
and those persons who were present at the time fixed will elect from among 
themselves. 

Art. 26. Each elector has not the right to give more than one vote, excepting in 
case a second election is necessary. 

Art 87, In the first degree the electors are not necessarily to be obliged to elect 
‘8 member who is a resident in their district. 


Carter VI—The Supply of Electoral Vouchers to entitle the Electors to vole, 


Art, 28. The supervising committee will prepare a notice, and in accordance with 
the importance of the locality will give from five to fifteen days’ notice before the date 
fixed for the elections. 
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Art. 29, The above-mentioned notice will contain the following matters :— 

1. Qualifications for electors and eandidates. : 

2. The place and time where the supervising committee or its branches will issue 
electoral vouchers, ‘ 

3. The place where, and time when, the supervising committee will be ready to 
receive the votes. 

4, The number of representatives whom the poseessors of electoral vouchers must 
elect. 

Art, 30, If the persons who are qualified to vote do not obtain electoral vouchers 
during the days specified for that purpose, they will forfeit the right to vote for that 
session, 

Art. 31, The electoral vouchers given to the electors will contain the following 
matters :— 

1. Number and date. 

, ‘The name of the holder of the voucher and his father's name. 
. His profession and address. 

1, The time and place where the holder of the voucher must give bis vote. 

5, The hour of opening and closing of the elections. 

6, ‘Pho seal or signature of the members of the supery ye commitice, 

Art. 82, ‘The supervising committee or its branclies will enter all the electoral 
vouchers, with their numbers, in a special register. 


Cutavren VII—Reyarding the Collection and Verification of Votes, and the Certification 
of those Elected, 
Arts. 33 to 51, 


Cuarren VIL.—Regarding Complaints concerning the Elections. 
Arts, 52 to 56. 


Cuarren IX.—Miscellaneous, 


‘As soon as one person over and above half the deputies, ie., 61 persons, 
are ready in Tchran, the Assembly will open, And their decisions, by a’ vote of the 
majority, will be valid and in force, 

Art. 8. ‘The beginning of the two years! session will be on the day the National 
Assembly opens. 

Art, 59, After the expiration of the term of two years deputies must again be 
elected, and the people are at liberty to re-elect any of the previous deputies, they 
wish, 

Art 00. Tho pay of the deputies depends on the decision and approval of the 
Assembly. 

Art. 61, The travelling expenses of the deputies, both of the first and~second 
degree, both coming and going, will be paid to them by the local governor with che 
Knowledge of the supervising committee, at the rate of 5 krans por fareakh (1 miles), 
plus 6 tomans for tho exponises of five days! stay at the centro of the electoral diene 

Art. 62, fever a member of the National Assembly should resign or dig gad 
more than three months remain of the session, the National Assembly will elost another 
person to take his place by a vote of the majority. 

Art 63. Elections will begin in Tehran ten days after these regulations have 
received the Imperial signature; and in the provinces the supervising committeo will 
be formed, and bogin elections five days after the receipt of the regulations, 


Here follows the annex to the electoral law, see Art. 2. 
‘Then comes Thursday, 12th Jemadi-ul-Sani, 1927, Takhagouil (Ist July, 1909). 


Signature of members of the committee for the elaboration of the electoral 
regullations :— 
Fanaa Farwa, Musni-so-Downen, Morasns-vi-Munx, 
Musravrt-ur-Mastauex, Saxi-mp-Dowzen, Muxienn, 
vieMutx, Murs-Ep-Dowuen, MonaNpis-Ui-Mastanen, 
MusHrasnar-Ep-DowLen, Hast Seyyrp Nasruiiag, 
SSADULLAH, Minza, Hussey, Kout Kuan Nawas, 
Musurastian-rs-Suimay, Kasiir-ts-Suutaneu, Name, 
ep-DowLen, Aury-I-DURBAR, 


247 


In the name of God, the Blessed and the Exalted. 


His Excellency Saad-ed-Dowleh, President of the (Council of) Ministers, 

‘The regulations for the election of deputies which, in accordance with our exalted 
command, has been elaborated by a special committee, and io composed of sixty-three 
ticles, are correct, oa 
‘ ee en aed and distributed immediately ; the Minister of the Tnterior will 
also, without aus » Proceed to make the necessary arrangements for elections in 

th rinces. 

ES MOHAMMED ALI SHAH KAJAR. 

12 Jemadi-ul-Akher, 1327 (July 1, 1909). 


ANNEX to Electoral Law (see Article 2). 
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(80698) No, 427. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 16.) 


(No. 142.) 
Sir, Gulakek, July 23, 1909. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 1344, I have the honour to report that the 
nationalist forces entered Tehran at 6 o'clock in the morning of the 13th instant. ‘The 
enclosed memorandum by Mr. Churchill gives an account of the circumstances of their 
entry and the fighting that ensued. 

On learning by telephone what had happened, I sent Major Stokes and Mr. 
Churchill to town, the former to control the admission of refugees to the legation, and 
the latter to watch the course of events and report. Both were, if possible, to got into 
touch with Sipalidar and Sardar Assad, and enjoin upon them the necessity of main 
taining order. ‘The news which reached me by telephone just before it was cut was to 
the effect that the nationalist forces were in possession of the town, and that good 
order reigned, It transpired later that this was not accurate; only a portion of the 
capital was in their possession, and streot fighting was in progress in other parts of 
the town, My Russian colleague's first information was of a very alarmist nature, so 
much s0 that he asked whether I did not think it would be well to bring on the Russian 
cavalry which was already in the neighbourhood of Kazvin. Ttold him that the reports 
which had reached me showed that there was at present no danger to foreigners. 
Fortunately my colleague's later intelligence convinced him that foreigners were only 
exposed to risks from stray bullets. Indeed, Mr. Churchill and M. Evreinow, whom 
M, Subline hnd sent to town, were able later to report that Sipahdar and Sardar Assad 
had given them the most satisfactory assurances as regards the safety of foreign 
intorests at the hands of the nationalists. ‘Throughout the fighting thore was of course 
danger from stray bullets; but, so far as I knovr, only one foreigner, an Austrian, was 
hit, and his wound was slight. "There was absolutely no looting on the part of the 
nationalists, though one British house was cleared of everything by some of the armed 
roughs who fought on tho royalist side, ‘These scoundrels were the only persons who 
did any looting. The assurances given by the nationalist leadors to the representatives 
of the two legations were thus justified, and I may here mention that alter the first 
nows of the entry of the nationalist. forces fiito tho town my Russian colleague, until the 
end of the crisis, never a n wavered in his resolve to keep the Russian troops at 
Kazvin, and this notwithstanding the strong pressure to which be was subjected 
from Colonel Linkhow and M. Exemplarow, the director of the Russian 
tipo much unfair criticism from the mischievous correspondent of the “ Novoe 
Vremya.”” 

Soon after the fighting began in town, a report reached me that the Shah was 
about to bo 1 Tehran, and M. Sabline I nd in a joint protest to 
His Majesty. I drafted a stiff note, which we. toned down, as in the 
miantime my colleague had received from the Shah a private assurance that the 
bombardment would not take place 

Karly next morning, however, we heard the boom of guns in the direction of 
Kasr Kajar, and it was clear that the Shah had broken his promise. A little later His 
Majesty sont us word that he had intended not to bombard ‘Tehran without giving twen 
four hours’ notice so as to give time to foreigners to leave the town, but that tho revolu- 
tionaries woro attacking his palace in the capital and he therefore had been compelled 
to begin the bombardment at once. My colleague and I immediately proceeded to 
Sultanatabad and begged His Majesty to desist and to proclaim a truce for negotiations. 
Tn reply he proceeded to complain that wo had repeatedly tied his hands by dissuading 
him from attacking the revolutionaries. ‘These had now entered ‘Tehran and were 
attacking his palace, We could not expect him not to do his wtmost to oppose them. 
Finally he declared that he would only grant a truce if the revolutionaries laid down 
their arms, Except for the rescue of Tabreez, it is not the case that the Shah has ever 
heon restrained in his plans against the rovolutionaries, but Idid not think it worth 
while entering upon a discussion on this point. I therefore merely reminded His 
Majesty that the réle of the two legations, since he had restored the constitution, had 
beon to urge conciliation upon both sides; unfortunately our advice had not been 
followed by the revolutionaries. Tt was urgent now to consider what could be done to 
save the situation, and, in the opinion of the two representatives, the only hope lay in 
His Majesty proclaiming a truce. He said it would be impossible, as ho could not 
communicate with his troops, who were surrounded and were being constantly attacked. 
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Jn these circumstances an indispensable preliminary was that the revolutionaries shonld, 
lay down their arms, We replied that it was useless to expect. the victors to consent 
to this, but if His Majesty would proclaim a trace for negotiations we thonght we could 
arrange that the message should reach both revolutionaries and royalists. His Majesty, 
however, would not hear of this and repeated that the revolutionaries must, first 
surrender. 

On leaving the palace we met Saad-ed-Dowleh, who, on learning the barren results 
of our representations, asked us to defer informing Sipaldar and Sardar Assad, whom 
we had apprised of our audience, until he had seen His Majesty. Meanwhile, 
Mr. Churchill and M. Baranowsky, who had been sent early in the morning, at the 
request of the Shah, to try to induce the nationalist leaders to negotiate, had had to 
turn back because of the fighting, which was then at its hottest.  Saad-od-Dowleh’s 
conversation with His Majesty, it may here be said, led to the appointment of a deputa- 
tion with the object of opening negotiations, but there was delay in getting some of the 
members to accept the task, and after the deputation was finally formed a first attempt 
to enter the town failed. When it eventually succeeded in getting into the capital two 
days later, the Shah had already ,taken bast in the Russian Legation and Colonel 
Liakhow had made terms. 

‘Some hours after onr audience, M, Sabline heard from Colonel Liakhow, who was 
defending the Cossack barracks, that he could not hold out much longer. My colleague 
hoped that before it came to this point the Shah would have taken bast, in which caso 
Colonel Liakhow, whose mission would then ipo facto have terminated, would havo 
been able to make terms without actually surrendering; and, indeed, M, Sablino, when 
Tsay him in the afternoon, believed that the Shah would arrive that evening. He told 
me that he had sent M. Evreinow to discuss terms for Colonel Linkhow’s surrender 
with the two Sardars. 

~ M. Evreinow proceeded to Babaristan, the nationalist head-quarters, and requested 
the two Sardars to desist from attacking the Cossack barracks. He asked what would 
bo done with the officers and men if they delivered up their arms~whether they would 
bo allowed to continue their service under the future Persian Government, and whether 
tho Nationalist. leaders could guaranteo that as far as possible they would ran no 
anger, ‘To tis the Sardars replied that the nationalists, had always acto on the 
defensive, and that after the officers and men of the Cossack brigade had handed over 
their arms there would be no necessity for the nationalists to defend themselves any 

‘The Cossacks would he free to go to their homes or remain in th barracks 
as non-combatants. The Sardars added that the constitutional Government, would be 
in need of well-organised troops, and therefore the Cossacks would be used and would 
continue to receive their usual pay. Their safety after laying down their arms would 
bo guaranteed as far as possible, M, Evreinow returned to Zergandeh with this 
answer, but, owing to the bombardment from Kasr Kajar, he could not got into ehran 
the following day, the 15th, to continue the negotiations, and the fighting in parts of 
the town continued, although Colonel Liakhow is believed to have at one time ordered 
the royalist troops to ¢ ng. 

M. Sabline was not satisfied with the terms offered by the nationalists to the 
brigade, as they did not make it clear that the Russian officers would he retained by 
the new Government. He asked me to join with him in pressing this point, 
consented, and we agreed that Mr. Churchill and M. Baranowsky should carly the 
following morning, the 16th, make the best of their way to Baharistan and endeavour 
to obtain a satisfactory undertaking in writing. By the time they started, the Shah, 
his family, and a number of his entourage, including Naib-es-Saltaneh, Amir Bahadur 
Jang, Mufakher-ul-Mulk, and Mujallahes-Sultan, had taken bast in the Russian 
legation. 

We at once informed Sipahdar ‘and Sardar Assad by telegraph, and took steps to 
make it known as widely as possible. Colonel Liakhow's mission had. now ended, and 
he could surrender with honour. Mr. Churchill and M. Baranowsky seeded 
making their way to Baharistan. and obtained from the nationalist leaders a written 
undertaking that the Russian officers and the Cossack brigade should continuo for tho 
present to serve the new Government under the orders of the Minister of War. 

Mr. Churchill and M. Baranowsky were able to inform Colonel Liakhow of this 
undertaking, and he was asked to come to the Imperial Bank, whither a Bakhtiari chief 
would be sent to escort him to Baharistan, ‘The bank was conveniently situated for 
this purpose, being between the opposing forces. Colonel Linkhow reached the bank 

ith an escort of Cossacks, which he afterwards dismissed, and on the arrival of Yusuf 
Khan, Sardar Assad’s brother, he proceeded in the carriage with him, under Bakhtiati 
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nd fedai escort, accompanied by the two dragomans, to Baharistan, where he placed 
himself and his brigade at the service of the new Government. It is perhaps worth 
mentioning that in his drive to Baharistan Colonel Liakhow was cheered all along the 
route. 

Desultory firing continued for a while in certain parts of the, capital, but by the 
evening the town was perfectly quiet. A meeting of nationalist notables—an extra- 
ordinary grand council, as it was styled—was held in the afternoon at Baharistan, 
and decided to proclaim the abdication of Muhammad Ali and the appointment of the 
Vali Ahd, Sultan Ahmad, as his successor, with Azad-ul-Mulk as temporary Regent. 
‘The council also elected Sipahdar as Minister of War and Sardar Assad as Minister 
of the Interior, and appointed a committee of twenty-five leading nationalists for the 
‘guidance of the Ministers. ‘The proclamation of the change of Sovereigns was not at 
onee issued, the committee desiring first to announce it to Muhammad Ali by a doputa- 
tion, ‘The dispatch of this deputation was contemplated for the following day, and 
a telegram from Sipahdar and Sardar Assad was received by the two legations on the 
following. morning announcing the committee's intention, and asking us to ascertain 
when Prince Muhammad Ali would receive the deputation. My Russian colleague 
waited upon the ox-Shah with this message, to which His Majesty replied that, “ having 
left Sultanatabad he had already abdicated. It was therefore unnecessary for him to 
receive any deputation.” ‘This reply we telegraphed to tho nationalist leaders, 

Although the Shah's succossor was not named in the Sardar’s telegram, Muhammad 
Ali know that the Vali Ahd had been selected, and a painful scone ensued aftor His 
Majesty had directed M. Sabline as to the reply to. the nationalist leaders. His 
Majesty declared to. my Russian colleague that he would not allow his favourite son to 
bo separated from his parents, and for a time, indeed, it seemed that he would stand 
firm on this point. ‘Tho Vali Ahd’s mother, who kept appearing from time to time in 
the doorway, quite broke down. Finally, however, the Shah asked M. Sabline to 
arrange that if tho Vali Ahd was placed on the throne he should be allowed to travel 
abroad with his mother for a time, or, failing this, that his second son might be made 
Shah, M, Sabline left His Majesty under the impression that we would endeavour to 
obtain the consent of the committee to one of these alternatives, but on talking it over 
together wo thought that the proposed step might jeopardise the chances of the 
dynasty, We had reason to fear that the nationalists mnight snatch at the opportunity 
offered by Muhammad Ali's hesitation to allow his eldest son to accept the throne, to 
Took elsewhere for w candidate. We felt, too, that the first. proposal was one which 
would certainly not be entertained, as we knew the nationalists to be eager to get the 

, even if the 
agreed, we felt that the Vali Ahd would lator regret the action taken by 
t which case he might perhaps come forward as a pretender in later 
We accordingly decided not to put forward Muhammad Ali’s proposals, and it 
Was soon evident that it was well that we had done so, for the Shah very shortly let 
M, Sabline know that wo wero inno caso to run any risk of losing: the throue for the 
lynasty. 

‘The proclamat 
and the official notification 





























hoy away from his surroundings and as regards tho second alternati 
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mn announcing the change of Sovereign appeared in the afternoon, 

s received by the legations on the following day, the 
18th July, T enclose copies of both documents. It will be noticed that in the latter 
Muhammad Ali is declared to have been deposed, whereas in the proclamation he is 
stated to have abdicated spontaneously. On the same day, the 18th July, the little 
Shah left the Russian Legation and proceeded under an escort from the two legations 
to the Palace of Sultanatabad, whero he received a deputation from the grand council, 
who formally announced to him his elevation to the throne. I enclose an account of 
this ceremony by Major Stokes, who was present. 

‘Three days later, on the 21st instant, my Russian colleague and I officially notified 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that the two Governments recognised Sultan Ahmnad as 
Shah of Persia, 

‘The country has thus succeeded in ridding the throne of Muhammad Ali. 
Although, for reasons of amour-propre, some slight feeling of regret is natural that 
out programino of reforms failed of its object, one cannot but recognise that a consti- 
tutional régimo established independently of the two Powers, and inaugurated by the 
dothronement of a detested and worthless Sovereign, stands a very different chance 
from one obtained for the country by outside pressure which stopped short of 
demanding the thing most needed, a change of Sovereign. ‘The resolution shown by 
the nationalist forces, who persisted to the end, notwithstanding the fear of forcign 
intervention, as well as the moderation of which they have given proof by refraining 
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from all unnecessary bloodshed, and by merely transferring the throne to the next in 
succession, have surprised many with long experience of Persia, and were it not that 
the chaotie condition of most of the provinces forbids one to hope, ono might even say. 
that they are of good augury for the future. ie 

On the whole, then, and putting aside considerations of amourpropre, am 
disposed to rejoice at the failure of our programme. ‘Thero was a timo when it seemed 
assured of such measure of success as would have been involved by the meeting of an 
assembly under Muhammad Ali, but there was never but a very faint hope that, with 
so false and intriguing a Sovereign, a constitutional régime could have worked more 
satisfactorily than that upset by the coup d’Htat of last year. All that could reasonably 
de hoped of it was that it would be better than Muhammad Ali’s unfettered rule. 
Muhammad Ali is now deposed, and the field lies open fora second and more promising, 
experiment in parliamentary government. — cs , 

Bofore closing this despatch I shiould lik to record my appreciation of the services 
during the recent crisis of Major Stokes, Mr. Churchill, and Major O'Connor, His 
Majesty's consul in Seistan, who was staying in Tehran at the timo and who placed 
himself at my disposal. All three did most useful work in town in, circumstances of 
considerable danger. I should also like to mention the work of Dr. Seott, of the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department, who, having removed into the legation because his 
house was in the line of fire, did admirable service in attending the wounded brought 
into th lation, T didnot allow Dr. Neligan to goto is assstano, as tho approaches 
to the legation were dangerous and I did not wish anyone to run unnecessary risks, 80 
that Dr. Scott did his work single-handed. Tastly, I should wish to record my 
recosmition of tho ood sense and calm shown by the British community, which was in 
marked contrast with, the attitude of eortain other foreign subjects, Not single 
alarmist report reached mo from a British source during the whole of the throo days' 


fighting, and this notwithstanding that several British houses, being in the lino of fire, 
suffered considerably. Ifear that my Russian colleague was vory differently troated 
by his compatriots. 


Thave, &c, 
@. BARCLAY, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 427. 
Memorandum by Mr. Churchill, July 16th, 1909, 


ON tho 9th July the forces under Sipahdar loft Kerej, about 1,000 strong, in. a 
south-easterly direction toward Robat Kerim, where Sardar Assad was encampod with 
about 1,200 Bakhtiaris. 

Amir Mufakham, the royalist Bakhtiari chief, with about 200 men, advanced at the 
same time to moot the Sipahdar; and the following morning when the Sipahdar's 
mixed force of Caucasians sind Persians, which Iwill eall “fedai” for lack of a better 
term, met these Bakhtiaris they took them for Sardar Assad’s men, ‘Tho royalists, 
who used the red flag of the nationalists, tried to take the fedai by surprise and to 
disarm them but the ruse was soon discovered and a sharp engagement took placo, 
and the royalists withdrow. Later in the day Sardar Assad arrived on the scono, but 
the fedai, not distinguishing them from the royalists, fired upon thom, killing five 
men and wounding many others. ‘The mistake was discovered in time, and the two 
nationalist forces joined hands at Badumek, where on the 11th and 12th they repulsed 
repeated attacks delivered on their position by a fore of some 400 Cossacks ‘unlor 
Captain Zapolsky, supported by the Shah's irrogulars and. the royalist Bakhtiaris with 
soveral guns, and maintained their position in the face of sovere artillery fire. 

On the night of the 12th July the combined nationalist force marched between 
the opposing Cossacks and irregulars, who were posted at Shahiabad, Ahmedabad, and 
Yaftabad, between them and 1 
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Street towards the Artillery Square was fired upon by soldiers posted in the square, 
the various gates of which were immediately closed. 

The three northern and the three eastern gates of the town were immediately 
taken possession of by the Bakhtiari, but three western gates remained in the hands of 
the Cossacks. During the course of the morning Captain Zapolsky with the 400 
Cossacks under him entered the town by one of these gates and joined Colonel Liakhoff, 
who was throughout at the Cossack barracks in the western part of the town with 400 
men. The remaining 300 Cossacks under Captain Peribinoszeff remained at Sultan- 
atabad with the Shah, who had besides some 2,000 men under Amir Bahadur who have 
taken no part whatever in the hostilities. 

‘Throughout the three days on which hostilities lasted, viz., the 13th, 14th, and 
15th July, the Cossacks remained on the defensive in and around their barracks, while 
an irregular force of some 300 absolutely undisciplined men held the Gun Square ; the 
main forces, under Sipahdar and Sardar Assad, held the rest of the town with their head- 
quarters at the Baharistan, whilst a determined body of fedai crept gradually as close 
to the barracks as posible, using their Mausers with great elfet and throwing bombs 
at night, 

On the 14th the Shah declared that he intended to all on a determined 
combined attack on the town by all the forces at his disposal, and take refuge at 
the Russian Legation if it failed. The attack proved a complete failure Captain 
Poribinoszeff shelled the Baharistan quarter from the hills near Kasr-i-Kajar, which 
covered an attack by some of the irregulars in the Dotchantupeh Gate. ‘The Bakhtiaris, 
however, appeared in such force to defend that approach that the attacking party fled 
in confusion, while the bombardment. produced no impression whatever. Colonel 
Linkhoff endeavoured to shell the Baharistan at the same time, but the rauge must have 
been most inaccurate, as a number of the shells exploded above the Imperial Bank, and 
ne actually crashed through one of the rooms while Twas there, without doing much 

rm. 

I spent the night at the Imperial Bank, and realised from experience the de- 
moralising effect of the use by the fodai of bombs at night, when they were able to 
creep right up to the royalists’ positions and throw them. ‘Tho most severe engage- 
ment occurred in the direction of Mr, Barker's house, which has suffered considerably 
from shell fire. In this quarter the fedai occupied houses and erept very close up to 
tho Cossack barracks, 

Tt was perfectly clear to anyone who could see what was actually going on at 
‘Tehran that, though it might be possible to keep up the fight for a considerable time, 
by avoiding big engagements, it was quite impossible for the Shah's forces to dislodge 
the nationalists, now strongly reinforced by their s aathisers in the tow But the 
Shah was assured by his Persian officers that victory might still be his. Consequently, the 
following day, the 16th July, further a ttempts we is irregulars ot attack the 
gates, but the Cossacks remained entirely on the defensive. Every attack was, however, 
repulsed with enormous loss for the royalists. During the day a small number of the 
royalist Bakhtiaris contrived to reach’ a house near the British Legation, and a great 
deal of firing went on between them and the “fedai.” ‘The head of the legation 
gholams, who was standing at the main gato of the legation, was struck in the thigh by 
bullet, but the wound is fortunately not dangerous, aud he is progressing fayourably. 
About 150 Armenians who live in the quarter, finding themselves in danger, took 
refuge in the legation, where at first Major Sto! and later Major O'Connor, His 
Majesty's consul for Seistan, who was in Tehran on liis way to his post, was placed in 







































































Dr, Scott and Mr. Baggaley, with their wives and Dr. Scott's children, also came to 
the legation, as their houses wero in the zone of fire and they were in some danger. 

‘The casnalties in this part of the town were considerable, and wounded men were 
constantly being brought into the legation, where Dr. Scott formed a temporary 
hospital. T wont over it on the 16th, when he had about ten patients, who had 
increased to fifteen by the following day, though several had died in the meantime, 
‘The wounds in some cages were of a shocking character, and I venture to say that 
Dr. Scott deserves the highest praise for the admirable way in which he has devoted 
himself to the wounded, and spared no pains single-handed to alleviate the sufferings 
of these poor men. 

On the 15th a number of shells exploded over the legation garden, and one, which 
failed to oxploil, actually fell in tho garden. No damage bas been done’ to the 
buildings, 


On the 16th the Shah took refuge at the Russian Legation and fighting ceased. 
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I should also like to state that the British colony at Tehran has shown remarkable 
calmness throughout the three very trying days that theso hostilities lasted. ‘The staffs 
of the Imperial Bank and the Indo-European Telegraph Department and Company 
remained in town the whole time, and many of them went to their offices as usual 
through the quarters where fighting was going on, but I have not heard of a single 
murmur of complaint from any one of them. 

The correspondents—Mr. Fraser, of the “Times,” and Mr. Maloney, of Reuter— 
were in town throughout, and even took their places in the trenches, from which they 
saw the fighting. 

On the other hand, I believe that the manager of the Russian bank was so alarmed 
that he left his post and actually telegraphed that Russian troops should be sent to 
protect foreigners, as they were in imminent. danger, 

T venture, however, to state my absolute conviction that at no time havo any 
foreigners been in any danger, excepting, of course, from stray bullets, provided they 
took normal precautions. 

‘The “fedai” and the Bakhtiaris show remarkable respect towards foreigners, and 
on my way from the bank to the legation I walked down a street occupied at one ond. 
by royalists and at the other by revolutionaries without the slightest danger of being 
shot at, 

On the three occasions on which I have driven to the Baharistan I have found the 
“fedai” there most respectful, and the crowds assembled at the gites of the Medjliss 
always cheered the legation sowars and gholams, 

G. P. CHURCHILL, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 427. 


Proclamation, 


AS the circumstances of the country of Persia show that the restoration of order 
and security in the country and the establishment of rights and confidence in the 
heart of the nation could not be restored without the change of Sovereign, and as the 


former Sovereign is perfectly aware of the great displeasure which the people entertain 
towards him, he therefore hias taken refugo in the Russian Legation under the protection 
of Great Britain and Russia, His Majesty has spontaneously (or naturally) abdicated 
from the crown and throue of Persia. ‘Therefore in the absonce of the Senate and the 
National Assembly an extraordinary Grand Coun in view of the necessities of the 
case, was convoked atonce on Friday, the 27th Jamadi II, 1327 (46th duly, 1909), in the 
Palace of Baharistan in ‘Tehran. His Imperial Majesty, Sultan Ahmad Mirza, the Heir 
Apparent of Persia, has been appointed the Shah-in-Shah of Persia. Kor the present 
the regency has been confided to his Ex ellency Azad-ul-Mulk, so that after the 
convocation of Parliament, in accordance with article 38 of the constitutional law 
respecting the regeney, and in accordance with the exigencies of the time, a definite 


arrangement will be made. 
SIPAHDAR AZAM, 
Minister of War, 
ALI KULI, 
Minister 01 Interior, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 427. 
Official Notification by the Persian Government. 


WHEREAS the disturbances in Persia and the disorders in the provinces render 
necessary a reorganisation of the Government administrations and this has been 
»gnised by all Persians, and whereas, in view of the conditions of the time, the state 
of the kingdom and the dislike of the public for Muhammad Ali Mirza, it was im- 
Possible to obtain the rights and security of the nation without a change of Soverei 
therefore in the absence of the Senate and Assembly an extraordinary Grand. Council 
was convoked on the 16th July at Tehran, at the Baharistan. Members of this Council, 
who are the chiefs of the fedai, the clergy, princes, notables, and aristocracy, and a 
number of previous deputies, decided, by vote of the majority, upon the deposition of 
Mohatmad Ali Mirza, and, in accordance with articles 3 and 37 of the fundamental 
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law, His Majesty Sultan Ahmad Mirza was appointed Sovereign, and the regency was 
given temporarily to Azad-ul-Mulk. After the opening of Parliament, in accordance 
with article 38 of the fundamental law, a definite arrangement will be made regarding 
the regeney. 
We therefore address this official letter informing you of the deposition of 
Mohammad Ali Miraa and the accession of Sultan Ahmad Mirza to the sovereignty of 
ors. 





Tnclosure 4 in No. 427. 


Memorandum by Major Stokes respecting the reception of Sullan Ahmad Shah by a 
Deputation from the Provisional Government. 

MUHAMMAD ALI having taken refuge in the Russian Legation, and having 
refused to receive a deputation which was to announce to him the accession of his son 
Sultan Ahwnad to the throne of Persia, the latter was proclaimed Shah on the 

th July. 

At 10 s.at, on the 18th July a deputation from the provisional Government 
ayyaited Sultan Ahmad Shah at the palace of Sultanatabad, ‘The deputation consisted 
of the Regent, Avad-ul-Mulk, and the following priests and notables : 


Agha Behbebani (son of Seyyid Abdullah, Mujtehed). 








Agha Tinamzadeh (son of the late and ‘brother of the present Imam Juma, of 
‘Tehran). 

Nizam-ul-Mulk. 
= j vomengat Dowie (formerly comptroller of the household to Muzaffar-ed-Din 
Shah). 

‘Ala-od-Dowleh. 

‘Ala-ul-Mulk, 





‘ah drove from the Russian Legation under an escort of Russian 
Cossacks and Indian sowars, In a second carringo wero seated Muwassaq-ul-Mulk, 
comptroller of the heir-apparent’s household, Zil-es-Sultaneh; cousin of Muhammad Ali, 
and two other Kajar Princes. M. Smirnoff, who for two or three years has been the 
new Shah's tutor, followed the procession in his own carriage in order to tell the escort 
when it was no longer required. On arrival at Sultanatabad the combined escort 
withdrow, His Majesty alighted and walked from the gate of the garden to the palace. 
Some 30 yards from the building His Majesty was received by Azad-ul-Mulk, the 
yenerable head of the Kajar tribe, who, in a kind but deferential manner, addressed a 

















fow words to him and invited him to enter the palace. ‘The young Shah’s manner was 
ed, but just at first he seemed a little nervous. The deputation awaited His 


di 








osty 


i the palace, to which only Persians were admitted, where the following 
address 


is read to hin 





“To His Majesty Sultan Ahmad Shah. Long may his kingdom and rule endure. 
“Ns your Royal Sire, His Royal Highnoss Prince Muhammad Ali, has been 
excused from the important duty of Sovereign, in accordance with articles 36 and 37 
of the fundamental laws, at an extraordinary council held on the 27th of Jamadi-us- 
Sani (ith July) in the Baharistan building, the sovereignty was conferred on your 
Imperial Majesty, and a proclamation was issued and the regency was temporarily 
entrusted to his Pxcelleney Azad-ul-Mulk until, after the meeting of Parliament, 
according to article 38 of the fundamental laws, a final decision in the matter of the 
18 given. 
The above communication is on behalf of the Extraordinary Grand Couneil by 
the agency of the delegates of that Grand Council officially conveyed to the foot of 
your Imperial Majesty's throne, and we who are here present on behalf of the whole 
body of your people offer your Majesty our sincere congratulations, and we pray God 
that the constitutional rule of your Majesty may be adorned with every kind of blessing 
and prosperity for the children of Persia, and that the progress and happiness of this 


Xingdom yoay, der the shadow of your auspicious regard, increase and become 
perfected. 


























The reception was a very simple affair, and no one present was in uniform. In all 
there were not more than thirty people present, and it was remarked that, apart from 
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the two priests, the persons selected to be present were either members of the Kajar 
tribe or persons who belong to Court circles. No militant nationalist or prominent 
leader in recent events was present. 

‘After the reception the Shah remained at Sultanatabad, whence His Majesty a day 
or two Jater moved to Tehran. ear 





[30893] No, 428. 
Consul-General Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 16.) 


(No. 9. Commercial.) 


Bushire, July 25, 1909. 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 8, Commercial, dated the 18th: instant, T have 
the honour to submit a duplicate copy of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's agreement 
with the Sheikh of Mohammerah,® together with a memorandum for your information, 
containing notes in comment or elucidation of yarions points in the agreement, which 
were the subject of special discussion in the course of our negotiations with the 
sheikh. 

My proceedings in connection with the said negotiations were as follows :-— 

T left for Mohammerah on the 7th instant, immediately on receipt of the draft 
agreement and instructions received with Foreign Office despatch No. 1 of the 
12th June. 

Mr. MeDouall, after so. many years in Mohammerah, not having yet been able to 
complete his preparations for departure, and consequently not having handed over 
charge of the duties of His Majesty's Consulate, and being, moreover, anxious to avail 
himself of the present opportunity to bid farewell to Sheikh, Khuzal, accompanied yo 
to Ahwaz, as also did Lioutenant Wilson and Mr. J. B. Lloyd, the agent of the Oil 
Company. We arrived there by steam launch on Sunday the 11th instant, and the 
negotiations occupied the ensuing five day 

This being the first important. agreement which the sheikh had ever entered into 
with a European company, it was not surprising that he should feel that he was 
breaking new ground in which innumerable pit-falls might bo awaiting him. He was, 
consequently, extremely nervous and apprehensive, with the result. that every potty 
detail of the agreoment had to be dissected, and discussed, and re-discussed ad 
niauacam. Tt was owing to this fact that it had to be entirely altered in form. 

By Thursday evening, after four sittings, everything regarding which Mr. Lloyd 
and he could be brought to an understanding on business lines had beon adjusted, and 
there remained only the three cardinal points about which the joint arguments of 
Mr, Lloyd and myself, as on behalf of the company, were unavailing. At this stage 
Mr. Lloyd retired from the discussion, in order to mark the fact, that as far as the Oil 
Company were concerned he had gone as far as he could, and to let the sheikh see 
that he must either come to an understanding, on such advice on behalf of Government 
as I might give him, or elso adjourn the negotiations pending further correspondence 
with London. 

‘The three points of difference alluded to were 

(i) The question of the concurrency of the present agreement with the parent 
concession, on which the company insisted. 

(ii.) The sheikh’s demand for the substitution of the words “sons and lineal 
descendants,” for the words “heirs and successors,” both in the preamble and in 
article 18. . 

({ii,) ‘The question of the reversion of the existing buildings to the sheikh on the 
expiry of the concession. 

‘They are most convenient to handle in the above order. 

‘As regards (i). ‘The sheikh pressed perseveringly for the retention of the 
stipulation inserted by him in his preliminary agreement, to the effect that at the 
expiry of the original period of the company’s concession the possession of the land 
and buildings should lapse to himself or his heirs, and should, in the evont of a 
renewal or extension, be leased by the company from him. ‘That stipulation, it will be 
remembered, was rejected altogether by the company, and the joint negotiations of 
Mr. Lloyd and myself had reached a stage at which the sheikh had consented. prima 
facie to drop the question of lease and to let the agreement be concurrent, in con= 
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sideration of a substantial advance in the figure of the rental for the second or any 
subsequent period. 

In negotiating this latter point Mr. Lloyd had risen in conversation from 1,000L, to 
1,3001. and informed the sheikh that he could not go beyond that. On retiring from 
the deliberations, however, he gave me authority, should I soo fit, to use it in order to 
ensure completion of the agreement without recourse to further reference home, to 
raise the figure to 1,500L 

‘This Thad to do by gradual stages and the point was eventually settled at that 
figure. : 

As regards (ii.) T beg to refer to the penultimate paragraph of my letter of the 
16th May to the sheikh, enclosed with my despatch of the 12th June to El Majesty's 
Minister, which will doubtless have reached the Foreign Office before this communica 
tion, It will be seen that the sheikh then pressed for the substitution of these words, 
or their equivalent, in our assurances to him, and he evidently say his opportunity 
in the negotiating of this agreement between himself and the oil company, under ove 
auspices, to got us indirectly committed to a dynastic guarantee. I had discussed the 
Point, repeatedly with him in the presence of Mr, Lioyd, endeavouring to make the 
shoikh understand that the point was purely a political one already under corres. 
pondence and that he had no reasonable excuse for attempting to introduce a contro. 
vorsial political question of this nature into a purely commercial agreement with the 
oil company, who were simply concerned to be assured that their agreement would 
hold good hoth for his time and his successors. Who those successors might. be wae 
no concern of the oil company, and they could not be expected to make any’ pronoueo- 
ment upon the question in their agreement; much less could they commit Goverment 
to father it. 

Treminded tho sheikh that Thad undertaken to discuss this and other representa- 
tions of his with the Minister and that T'would do so, but that it was useless and 
unreasonable for him to expect to dispose of the question in the way he now sought to do. 

As regards (iii,) Sheikh Khazal from the first. assumed the attitude which T 
feared ho would, and insisted on tho assertion of a clear undertaking that the 
buildings should rovert “to the sheikh or his lineal heirs” or words to that effect, 
Ho was extremely heated on this point and argued it excitedly for a very long time, 
It proved useless tolling him that the buildings would be evacuated and left, and 
that he know whether the Persian Government would be in a position to take ‘them 
OF not or, that tho present agreement would probably be geen at some time by the 
Porsian Government and that, apart from the fact that the company were quite usable 
to insert the clauso he wanted, even if they were able, it would be extremely short. 
sighted on his part to insert in the agreement a clause like that suggested, to which 
tho Persian Government would at once take exception. ‘The sheikh would not, be 
porsuacled and said that sooner than leave tho mattor in doubt he would. much prefer 
to insort the clause and let the Persian Government seo it now and do their worst 
did not, however, take him at his word and said that if he could not alter that view we 
would reserve the point for a private discussion, 

Te dropped the deaand fn his ual anterior with me o mmy undertaking to give 
him the separate assuranco, in terms of which I attach a copy, backed by the threat to 
which I shall presently allude, He would not be put off with any ambiguous language 
‘and his ultimato argument was that unless he could be reasonably assured. he Seoul 
hot consent to the company erecting any buildings at all hut would erect them himself. 
‘This latter arrangement would not he satisfactory for the company and Lloyd had 
informed mo that he could not accept it in any case on. his own authority, But it 
would appear that tho oxistence of this obviousalteruative, whether employed or not, 
would alford a sufficient answer to any claim on the part of the Persian Government to 
the buildings. Moreover, should any question ariso within the near futuro, resulting 
from the inception of a constitutional government at Tehran, it would he a simple 
matter to revise the agroement accordingh 

{To have done xo now would have held up the conclusion of the agreement 
indefinitely. 

‘The ultimate lever which seemed to turn the scale in all these matters was the 
observation, or threat, that it was clear to me from the terms of their instructions that 
His Majesty's Govornment. were anxious to help the company in this matter, and 

intended that the agreement should be put through without fail at the present meeting, 
and that they would be extremely displeased if I had toreport that the sheikh had proved 
unreasonable. T added on my own account that if after the concessions already made 
by the company he did not complete the agreement the company would think it 
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hopeless to get fair terms from him, and would take their chance with the Persian 
Government direct, simply informing tho latter that they needed a tract of uncultivated 
Jend on Abadan under the terms of their concession, and requesting that the Central 
Government would either assign it to them or instruct their Governor at Mohammerah 
io do s0. paras 
T imbibed this useful hint in the course of conversation with Haji Rais, who, T 
may mention, was most helpful throughout, and well deserved the honoratium which 
T understand the company decided to give him on the conclusion of the agreement, 
Thave, &¢, 
P. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &c, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 428, 


Consul-General Cow to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 
Translation.) 
vin compliments.) Ahwaz, July 16, 1909, 

I HAVE the honour to state, with reference to article 8 of the agreement which 
has this day, the 16th July, 1909, been entered into’ between your Excellency and. the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company, that I am authorized to assure you that when the 
concession expires, should the Persian Governmont clagm, the buildings erected by 
the company on the lands lield by the said company from. yonrself, the British 
Government will afford you assistance towards the realization of an adjustment which 
may leave the said buildings in your own possession, 

(Usual complimentary ending.) fig. 

P. Z, COX, Major, Political Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's Consul- 
General for Fars, &e. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 428. 


Notes on the details of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's Agreement with the Sheikh 
of Mohammerah, dated July 16, 1900. 


PREAMBLE.“ On behialf of himself, heirs, and successors," &c. ‘This passage 
contains one of the three fundamental points on which the sheikh’ held out to the last 
minute, He insisted on the oil company substituting for ‘heirs and successors” the 
words “sons and lineal descendants.” “The manner of disposal of it is explained in 
the covering letter to this memorantium. 

(i,) It was considered important to insert at the outset the reference’ to the 
Principal concession from the Persian Government and its exclusive character, as. 
evidence of the sheikh’s cognizance and recognition of it. 


Article 1—-A right of way 30 yards wide, independent of the ground taken up 
for the pipeline, is a very liberal allowance. : 

Art. 2—"Freo of date trees.” ‘Tho sheikh feared that “uncultivated” might 
not be sufficient to protect ground bearing date trees, and therefore wished for 
this change. 

i.) In the sheikh’s skeleton agreement with me, he only gave the company 
option to purchase at the same rate up to one year ; the company in their draft altered 
the period to three years, and the sheikh after discussion agreed to split the difference. 

Art. 3=(1) The question of the reversion of the buildings arises in this article 
It was as I anticipated the chief difficulty, and was got over eventually in the way 
explained in my covering letter. : 

(i) In connection with this article the sheikh was possessed with the fear that 
tribal enemies might, in order to do him injury, bore a hole in the pipe at any point 
hero it was exposed, and by applying a matcK create an enormous scntlagration: ond 
that the company would come down on him for the damage. 

1 gather that it would be practically impossible to cause a serious fire in this way. 
Moreover, the company’s buildings, oil, &c., will presumably be covered by insurance, 
‘The sheikh was greatly exercisod as to'his possible liability. 
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Art. 4,—(i.) Tn the wording of this article the word “lab” in the Persian meaning: 
“lip” or “edge” has been designedly used in preference to “side” or “bank” 
which the sheilch used. ‘This course was taken in order to preclude the possibility of 
the sheikh saying afterwards that the terms of this article would be fulfilled by his 
giving land some distance back from the river without frontage actually on it. This 
has occurred in a previous case. 

(ii.) The sheikh expressed his objection to giving any land at all on the right 
bank. Ho argued that the right bank was not so secure in the first place, and that 
in the second place no land had ever been given on that bank, and if he gave am 
now much undesirable gossip would result; and that as he could not understand, 
and Mr. Lloyd could not explain, the object of the company in wanting Jand on the 
right bank he must decide not to give it. Mr. Lloyd saw no need to press the point, 
none of us present being able to sce precisely what the company's reasons were for 
the request. 

‘The sheikh’s terms for this land are exceedingly accommodating and liberal, 
thanks to Haji Rais’s good offices. 

(iii) Te will be noted that the question of the reversion of buildings occurs again 
in this article, 

‘Art. 5.—The endorsement of ‘the deed by the tribal sheikhs of the sheikh’s tribe 
was provided for as likely to be a valuable cachet to the agreoment, 

Art. 7.—Tho question of territorial responsibility. 

The Bakhtyaris who accepted responsibility with al compared to Sheikh 
Khazal have never fulfilled their obligations satisfactorily, Sheikh Khazal have never 
fulfilled their obligations satisfactorily. Sheikh Khazal is very apprehensive for 
himself in this connection and naturally anxious to protect himself as far as possible; 
but though less ready to commit himself on paper there is good reason to hope that in 
practice he will act up to his obligations more fully than they have. He admits that 




















yon should he become personally exempt from responsibility under the wording of 
this article, by reason of the company electing to supply their own guards, he will still, 





‘as governor of the district on behalf of the Central Government, be adm 
responsible for the maintenance of order in the ordinary way. 

Art. 8, ‘This is the article ii ich the question of ri ion is chiefly raised. As 
before mentioned, it is dealt with in the body of my covering letter. 

Art article was one of the three chie! iculties of the negotiations. The 
shoitkh cede to the company’s desire ‘that the agreement with him should 
in aver rallel, in point of renewal or extention, with the parent 
concession: ian Government. 

Tt wis one of the three questions which we w 
tho company as a matter of business, but which was eventually got over otherwise. 

Art. 10, iffers somewhat from the company’s draft. It was thought 
1. to specify only what“ treasure-trove”” did cover, and not to put ideas into the 
‘ikh’s head by stating what it did not cover, He himself raised the question of the 
possible finding of his limits. ‘The rights of the company in this eventuality 
wore explained to him, but he was given to understand verbally by the company’s 
agont, that in the of separate springs of oil being tapped within his limits, the 
company would be inclined to come to some friendly arrangement with hin 

Art. 15. It is not apparent to me why the company expected to get men from the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah for 5 tomans per month, when they were paying 6 and more in 
tho Bakhtyari country. The sheikh gave a good deal of trouble over this section, but 
it was eventually arranged as stat 

Art. 18, Tho same question regarding substitution of “sons and lineal 
doscendants ” arose here as in the case of the preamble. 

20, ‘The subject of this article was one regarding which the sheikh was not 
rally a little apprehonsive. Ho has of course heard from time to time of the 
friolion whieh tore has Been botweon ‘Messrs. ‘Lynch and. the Balehtjarie, and trusts 
that his relations with the oil company are not going to be conducted on similar lines, 
with frequent recourse to consular intervention or arbifration. Tt will be greatly in 
the interests of the company, and Tam sure their desire is also to deal as far as 
le directly with the sheikh in a friendly give and take way, regard to the 
nent of the innumerable petty questions which must inevitably arise, they 
relraining as far as practicable from recourse to consular assistance or official corre- 
spondence. Similarly, when reference to consular authorities does become necessary, 
it will be to the interests of all to let communications be informal up to a certain point. 
‘Whe sheikl is likely to he much more amenable to this method of negotiation—it being 





nistratively 



































¢ unable to get him to settle with 
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‘of course understood on both sides that the ultimate discretion to become official when 
driven to it, lies with either party. 

Art. 21. We had originally prepared a 21st article containing a proviso that, in 
the event of any dispute as to interpretation, the English version should prevail, but 
the sheikh refused to agree to this as he knows no English and keeps no English 
knowing secretary. He also wanted the articles kept down to 20 for luck. No. 21 
vas consequently dropped, but the agreement was dravyn up in Gnglish and Porsian 
on the same paper, and the sheikh signed under the Persian and the oil company’s 
agent under the English. 


aeery P. Z. COX, Major. 





(80725) No. 429, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 16.) 
(No. 453.) 
Sir, f St. Petersburgh, August 1, 1909, 
AS Thad the honour to inform you by my telegram No. 370 of the 30th ultimo 
Talled on that day on the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs and informed him of the 
substance of Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No, 637 of the 29th ultimo, referring to a 
mischievous telegram dispatched, according to. M, Sabline, by the “Novo Vremya” 
correspondent in Tehran, in which it was alleged that the British logation was working 
to destroy Russian prostigo in Persia, I statod in aocordance with your instructions 


that it seemed to you very desirable to prevent the continued propagation of such 
statements. M, Sazonow appeared fully to agree with Sir G. Barclay as to the 
mischievous activity of the correspondent in question—one M, Yanchevetsky—but ho 
allowed me to perceive that he did not see his way to take any very drastic stops in the 
mattor. His Fxcellency said that the Russian Government took no great notico of any 
statements made by M. Yanchevetsky; that ho would seo whether a hint could bo 
conveyed to the “Novoo Vremya,” but that the paper was excoodingly dificult to deal 


with, and that he could not promise me anything. 

‘A telegram from the “Novoo Vromya’” ‘Tolien correspondent wliich appearod in 
the issue of the 17th (30th) ultimo, and is’ evidently that as to which, M. Sabline had 
spoken to Sir G, Barclay, states that many members of the new Persian Government 
are partizans of England or Germany, but that the Government are oponly unfriendly 
to Russia; that the Cossack brigade is shortly to be disbanded, and that tho concossion 
for the export of lambskins hold by a Russian syndicate is to be annulled. It. does not, 
however, allege that the British legation is working against tho Russian Mission, 80 
that if M. Sabline was correctly informed as to the tenour of the telegram as originally 
dispatched, it would seem to have been materially edited by the papor itself before 
publication, 

Yesterday's ‘ Russkoe Slovo” published a telegram from its own correspondent in 
Tehran stating that the Persian Government had asked tho Russian logation to expel 
M, Yanchovetsky on tho ground that he was giving falso and alarming information as 
to the dispositions of the Persian Government towards Russia; and to-day’s papers print 
an apparently inspired telegram received from ‘Tehran by the Agence do Saint= 
Pétersbourg to the effect that certain binssed roports that, had made their way into the 
Russian press were without foundation, that the Persian Government were not inimical 
to Russia, and that instructions had beon sent to all the provincial Anjumans to ceaso 
the anti-Russian agitation, It may perhaps be hoped that the wide and unflattering 
attention which M. Yanchevetsky's reports have attracted may serve to make that 
gentleman a little more caroful for the future. 

Thave, &o. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





(30742) No. 430. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 16.) 
0. 628.) 
. Constantinople, August 5, 1909. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 592 of the 26th July,'1969, T have the 
temp acl herewith a despatch from Lieurenant-Colonél Ramsay, consul. 
1665. 3X 
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general at Bagdad, concerning the disturbances in Persia, stating that he has received 
Toplies from two other Mujtabids. 





-ARD LOWTHER. 


Tnclosure in No. 430. 


Consul-General Ramsay to Sir G. Lowther. 
ee Bagdad, July 8, 1909. 

IN continuation of my despatch dated the 28th June, 1909, Thave the honour to 
report that Seyyid Kadhim, Yezdi, who is also sometimes called Seyyid Kadhim, 
Tabatabayi, has sent moa formal acknowledgment of my letter forwarding to him a 
translation of your Excelleney’s telegram, ; 

Sheikh Muhammad ‘Taki, of Kadhimain, has sent moa reply similar to the reply 
received from Mulla Muhammad Kadhim, Khorassani. At the same time he sent a 
verbal message to say that he took no part in political affairs. 

Thave, &e. 
J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Political Resident in ‘Turkish Arabia and His 
Britannic Majesty's Consul-General, Bagdad. 











[30746] No. 431. 


Sir @, Lowther to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received August 16.) 

o, 633.) 

i Constantinople, August 8, 1909. 

of the 5th instant, T have the honour 

consul-general at Bagdad, forwarding 

a of Nedjef and Karbala respecting 
ssty’s Government to 





ir, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 

to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty 

translation of a further joint letter from the Ule 8 e 

futuro concessions to foreignors in Persia, and requesting His N 
urgo the Russian Government to withdraw their troops. 

T have, &. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 


——— 








Tnelosure 1 in No, 431, 


Consul- General Ramsay to Sir G, Lowther. 
(No, 744/81.) 
Sir, Bagdad, July 12, 1909. 
IN continuation of my despatch No, 712/77 dated the 3rd July, 1909, T have the 
honour to submit, for your Excellency’s information, the translation of a letter to my 
address, datod the 6th July, 1909, from the leading mujtahids at Nedjef and Karbala. 
Thave, &e. 
J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General, Bagdad. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 431. 





Mujtahids of Karbala and Nedjef to Consul-General Ramsay. 


(Translation.) Jamadicus-Sani V7, 1827 H. (July 6, 1909). 

‘ON Mth Jamadi-usSani, 1924 (5th August, 1906), the Persian Government 
declared the constitution and promised to act up to the constitutional law. After that 
date any treaty, concession, or loan negotiated with a foreign Power without the 
signature and approval of the National Assembly, being contrary to the constitutional 
Taw, will be considered null and void. We, in our capacity of spiritual leaders of the 
Persian nation generally, inform you of this in your capacity of British representative 
in Bagdad, and we request you to transmit this information to your Government. 
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[With regard to] the advent of the Russian troops in Persia on the pretext of 
stopping disturbances and unrest, it is very clear that the stay of the above-mentioned 
troops in Persia will result in widespread unrest, disturbances of different kinds, and 
will end in great bloodshed. We therefore expect the British Government to earnestly 
request the Russian Government to remove its troops from Persian territory, in the 
fame way as the British Government has recalled its troops from Bushire. 





(31019) No, 432. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 17.) 


Sir, India Office, August 14, 1909. 
IN reply to your letter of the 11th instant, I am directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs in Sir E, Grey's proposal not to press the question of the loan of the 
services of Mr New of the Inte-Baropean ‘Telegraph Department to tho Persian 
Ministry of Telegraphs, and to instruct His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at St. Petersburgh 
accordingly. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ' A, GODLEY, 





(31067) No. 433, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August V7.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 7th August, relative to the sitnation in Porsia. 


India Office, August 17, 1909, 


Tnclosure in No, 433. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic.) P. August 7, 1909. 

SITUATION at Kerman, Please see your telegram of the 24th ultimo. 

It is considered desirable by His Majesty's Government that your Hixcelleney’s 

i ess, a8 a purely precautionary measure in case of 

necessity, which, however, they have every reason to hope will’ not actually. ariso, to 
send troops to the Persian Gulf at very short notice, subject to understanding that, 
without definite orders from here, no action shall be taken, See your telegram of the 
32nd December, 1907, and lottor to Foreign Office of the 28th ultimo, copy of whit 
was enclosed in Secretary's letter of the 30th idem, Pleas causo necossary 
preparations to be made. 


(31086) No, 484. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 17.) 


(No. 672.) 
(Celographic:) | P Gulahek, August 17, 1909, 

'WO further questions concerning the ex-Shuh's departure, in addition to those 
connected with pension and crown jewels and dealt with in our protocol, have recently 
arisen, namely His Majesty's debt to the Russian bank and the claims and charges 
against persons in his Suite. 

‘Phe latter question was finally settled at meetings between the two representatives 
and delegates of the Persian Government which took place on the 15th and 16th 
August. ‘The delegates agreed to a settlement of the former question on the followin 
Tiss Ha\Majonty fo rankel open ite rropertiqn tote Pasian Uorsenmnestw koiaea 











































264 


in retarn, make a small addition to the pension already assigned to him and take on 
themselves his liabilities to the Banque d’Escompte. 

Unfortunately, however, a difficulty has arisen which will necessitate reference to 
our Governments, and my Russian colleague and I have reluctantly agreed with the 
delegates that His Majesty's departure be temporarily postponed. We have been 
asked by the Persian Government to enter into an undertaking to the effect that, if it 
ever be proved to the satisfaction of the two Governments that the exiled Shab is 
engaged in intrigues in Persia, the Persian Government will be released from every 
obligation on the score of pension. 

Tt is natural, in view of Mohamed Ali's character, that the Persian Government 
should endeavour to safeguard themselves against such an eventuality, but the question 
is a difficult one, and I do not think that the Russian Government could agree to this 

roposal, involving as it does the possibility of the ex‘Shsh being left in destitution on 

ussia’s hands, besides boing open to interpretation as_a reflection on Russian good 
faith, Moreover, thero will be great temptation for the Persian Government to trump 
up charges of intrigue if they know that by proving these they can avoid the payment 
of the pension, 

Russia might to a certain extent be safeguarded from the first eventuality by an 
arrangement by which the Persian Government would reduce the pension to the 
25,000 tomans originally offered should the event which they apprehend occur. By 
this means Mohamed Ali would no longer have sufficient means to conduct any 
important intriguo, and at tho same timo he would be able to live in comparative ease 
independent of Russian support. 

















(81091) No, 435, 


Consul-Generat Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receive gust 17, 
we Erg y—(Received August 17.) 
‘Poloxeaphic.) P. 
ANGLO-PERSIAN Oil Company. 
‘Tribal elders have ratified Mohammerah agreement, and amount of Company's 
rent and of Government loan have been paid to Sheikh. 


Bushire, August 17, 1909. 














(31086) No. 436, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No, 7, 
(Pelegraphic,) P, Foreign Office, August 17, 1909, 
“ATRANGENENTS for ex-Shah's departure (seo your tslogram No. 672. to-day), 


Vs-Shah may still intrigue successfully against existing Governn 
all Russia's precautions to render him harmless. 

You should suggest to the Russian Government that it should be made clear to 
the ex-Shah by the two Governments that, if satisfactory proof is given to them of his 
having intrigued, they will do nothing to oppose any decision by the Persian 
Government for reducing his pension to the original sum which Persian Government 
intended to allow him. 





mt, in spite of 




















(81581) No, 487, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 127.) 
Sir, oy Foreign Office, August 17, 1909. 
‘NHL Porsian Minister came to see me to-day. He emphasised again the feeling 
which was aroused in Persia by the continued presence of Russian troops, especially at 
Kuzvin. Ho complained that the troops at the latter place had given rise to the 
suspicion that they might advance on ‘Tehran, owing to the arrangements they had 
‘made to move to a camp 8 miles nearer Tehran, when it would have been just as easy, 
for sanitary reasons, for them to move to a camp on the other side of Kazvin, towards 
Resht. He also complained of the conduct of the Russian troops. In one case, a 
Russian officer forced himself into a meeting of women, which was not ‘in 
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accordance with Moslem customs, and in another case they had arrested or shot several 
ersons at Tabreez. 

T told the Persian Minister that these were matters which should be discussed. 
between the Persian and Russian Governments, but I might tell him that when 
M. Iavolsky was here he had expressed a desire to withdraw the Russian troops from 
Persia, and had explained that the difficulty in doing so was that no one could be sure 
that order was yot firmly established, M. Isvolsky thought it would be a very bad 
thing if the troops were withdrawn and then had to be sent back again, and he did not 
wish this to happen. ‘Though many Russian subjects in Persia had expressed groat 
apprehension and had urged that Russian troops should be sent to Tehran the Russian 
Government hiad not yielded to these fears, and their restraint had been justified. But 
there was still a great deal of disorder in Persia. For instance, I was receiving great 
complaints from the south of Persia as to the damage to British trade and the 
insecurity of the roads. If the Russians were receiving similar complaints from the 
north, it would be difficult for them to withdraw their troops. 

‘The Persian Minister said it was difficult to get the Russian Government to state 
definitely what steps on the part of the Persian Government would enable the Russian 
troops to be withdrawn, 

Tsuggested the dispatch of the Ala-ed-Dowleh to Tabreez a3 a possible step, but 
the Persian Minister seemed to think that he would not be acceptable to the people of 


that his Government should discuss the necessary steps with the 
Russian Government, though I thought it was possible that, after all’ the disturbances 
which had taken place, the Russian Government might be reluctant to take a decision 
jn the matter until they heard from M, Poklewski, whom they expected to report on 
the situation after his arrival at Tabreez, 

The Persian Minister dwelt very strongly on the complete order which, he said, 
now existed in Tehran and Kazvin. 

Tsaid [had no doubt that with the situation as it was at present the Russian 
Government could not have sent troops. But as their troops were «already on the spot, 
they wero afraid to withdraw them until they felt sure that the situation would go on 


improving. 
Thave, 8 ay 
gE. mY. 








(30649) No, 48>, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 17, 1909, 

WITH reference to the Foreign Office letter of the 5th instant relative to the 
erection of a second wire on the ‘Tehran-Shahrud telegraph line and the conneetion of 
that question with that of the exchange of telegraph lines in Persin between His 
Majesty's and tho Russian Governments, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey 
to transinit to you herewith copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran,* 
tinpllasising the necessity of returning a reply to the Persian Government without 
delay on the former question, while deprecating immediate negotiations for the sottle- 
ment of the latter. 

‘Lam to state that, in view of the considerations adduced by Sir G. Barclay, and 
of the fact that the interests of His Majesty’s Government in connection with the 
Arabistan convention no longer form the only motive for their wish to postpono 
negotiations on the question of the exchange of telegraph lines, Sir 8 Grey is di 





isposed, 
in the absence of objection on the part of Viscount Morley, to address a telegram to 
His Majesty's chargé d'affaires at St. Petersburgh in the sense of the penultimate 
paragraph of Sir G. Barclay’s telegram, adding that the reason for his opinion is the 
Rate of public feeling in Persia with regard to the presence of foreign troops in that 


country. 
s Tam, &c, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


Se ee 























266 


(31162) No. 439. 
Messrs. Elllinger and Co, to Foreign Office—(Received August 18.) 


Sir, 28, Ozford Street, Manchester, dugust 17, 1909. 

WE beg to inform you that we purpose shipping on behalf of Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co., from the Island of Ormuz, about 1,500 tons to 2,500 tons of red oxide of 
iron, by tho steamship “Edenhall,” belonging to the West Hartlepool Steam Navi- 
gation Company, loading to commence about the 26th instant. We give you this 
information in view of a paragraph in Mr. Norman’s letter to our Mr. Ellinger, of the 
3rd May last, which says that if the Nationalists, or anyone else but Messrs. Andrew 
Weir and Co., attempt to romove any of the oxide Sir G, Barclay will at once hear of it 
and take the necessary action. You may therefore think it desirable to inform the 
authorities at Bunder Abbas of the intended shipment. 5 

Wo take tho liberty of drawing your attention to our Mr. Ellinger's letter to you of 
the 4th December, 1908, informing you of the signature of a contract with Messrs. 
Andrew Weir and Co., and pointing out to you the necessity, in the interests of all 
concerned, of the fact not being disclosed, that a contract had been made between 
Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co., and the Mouin-ut-Tujjar. ‘This is still of importance to 
the parties, and wo shall therefore be glad, if you find it necessary to cable informing 
tho authorities of the shipment, if you will at the same time adviso them that Messrs. 
Andrew Weir and Co.'s name must not be disclosed in connection with this business to 
the captain or officers of the steamer. 














We are, &e. 
ELLINGER ap CO. 





[31212) No. 410. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received August 18.) 
(No, 673.) 
(Polographic.) _P. 
MOHAMED ALI MIRZA refuses. to 
arrangement referred to. in my immediate 
that arrangoment was briefly as follows: 


Porsian Government to take over His Majesty’ ities to the extent of some 
1,400,000 tomans ut 12 per cent, at the same time to increase his pension to 
90,000 tomans per annum; His Majesty, on the other hand, to make over to the 
Government his estates, which bring in an estimated income of 50,000-100,000 tomans. 


Gulahek, August 18, 1909. 
up his property on the lines of the 
preceding telegram. ‘The substance of 




















on as a landed proprietor for 
purposes of intrigue and their strong obje j foreigners a hold over this 
property. In this way the ex-Shah’s logitimate interests are safeguarded, while the 
Persian Government have a substantial moral and political return for their financial 
Joss, Tho Russian bank also will gain by securing the Government’s guarantee for a 
Joan which, as far as one can see, the security of His Majesty’s estates would not have 
covered satisfactorily, and, further, they are relieved from the many embarrassments 
which such a security would inevitably entai 

His Majesty still refuses to yield, in spite of our endeavours to make clear the 
porsoual advantage aceruing to him from such an arrangement. There must be either 
some sinister motive behind his obstinacy or else a firm belief that tho Russian bank 
will forgo this claim, 

My Russian colleague and I hope that we may be instructed by our Governments 
to oblige His Majesty to give his consent. C 

M. Sabline, who agrees fully with the above, is telegraphing to St. Petersburgh 
for authorisation in this sense. 

‘The joint protection accorded to His Majesty, it will be remembered, referred only 
to his porson, aud we might consequently explain to him that if he continues to reject 
this arrangement he will not only lose the increase to his pension, but also, in the 
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event of the Persian Government making themselves responsible, as they are willing to” 
do on certain conditions, for His Majesty's debt to the Russian bank, the Persian 


Government will be allowed to confiscate his estates without protest from the two 
legations. : 





[31263] ? No. 441. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 18. 
(No. 407.) SK ceed) 
(Belographie) De St. Petersburgh, August 18, 1909. 
WAS unable to induce the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to agree to tho 

suggestion contained in your telogram No. 1172. His Excellency is of opinion that 
any declaration such as you propose would bo utilised by the Persian Government 
as a pretext for reducing the ex-Shah’s pension without any valid causo, 

Ipersuaded him after some discussion to telegraph to M. Sabline that the Russian 
Government would do all in their power to prevent His Majesty from intriguing against 
the present régime in Persia with the pension which was settled upon him, 





[29933] No, 442, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 424) H - 
(Telegraphic.) P. Horeign Office, August 18, 1909, 

YOU should, unless you seo any objection, insist that the exaction of rahdari 
should at once be ‘put an end to (see despatch No. 7, Commercial, of tho 18th ultimo, 
from His Majesty's consul-goneral at Bushire). 

T will take no action until { hear the result of your discussion with His Majosty’s 
consul-general; but the whole matter is one of considerable importance, 





[29333] No. 443. 
Foreign Office to Manchester Chanter of Commerce. 


Sir F Foreign Office, August 18, 1909. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge with thanks tho 
receipt of your letters of the 3rd and 7th instant, relative to the insecurity of the rouda 
in Southern Persia and the consequent damage to British trade in that rogi 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that this question has for somo time occupied tho 
most serious attention of His Majesty's Government, who have been, and still are, in 
frequent communication with the diplomatic and consular officers in Persia on tho 
subject, and that they are fully alive to the good dispositions of the now Porsian 
Government towards Great Britain and to the importaneo of taking advantage of thom 
to effect an improvement in the present unsatisfactory stato of affairs. 

Tam to state that Sir E, Grey fully shares the view put forward by the firms who 
have addressed your Chamber that the greatest benefit would accrue to British trade 
in Southern Persia by the establishment of a system of paid road guards; but I am to 
point out that there are grave difficulties in the way of the immediate application of 
such a system, the principal objection to which is its great expense, in the present 
impoverished condition of the Persian Government. 

_, Lam to assure you, however, that the matter will not be lost sight of, and that it 
will be one of the questions discussed hy His Majesty's Minister at Tehran with His 
Majesty's eonsul-general at Bushire during the approaching vist of the latter to tho 
capital. 








Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 
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(31841) No. 444. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received August 19.) 


Sir, India Office, August 18, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter of the 9th instant as to the desire of the Anglo-Persian 
Oil Company to undertake, as a preliminary to an exhaustive geological examination, 
topographical survey of the oil-producing regions of Persia, I am directed to say 
that, as indicated in my letter of the 5th instant, Viscount Morley sees no sufficient 
reason for the grant of any financial assistance from Indian revenues to the work. 
But if Sir E, Grey is satisfied that there are no objections on political grounds to 
the proposed survey, Lord Morley is willing to ask the Government of India whether 
they can spare the services of an officer for the purposes of the company’s survey, 
on the understanding that the whole of the cost connected with his deputation is 
defrayed by the company. 

Tt appears from the company’s letter of the 15th July last that their immediate 
wish is to proceed with a survey of the country in the neighbourhood of Shuster during 
the coming cold weather. 

Thave, ke. 
A. GODLEY. 





[81322] No, 445. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 19.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 



















Secretary of State for Voreign Affairs, und, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous 
otter, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 15th August, on the question of 
tho establishment of wireless telography between Bahrein and Bushire. 

India Office, August 18, 1909. 

Tnclosuro in No, 445. 
Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telographic.) PB. August 15, 1909, 

‘DHE following is the purport of a telegram, dated the 12th instant, from the 
political resident in the Persian Gulf regarding Babire 









It is reported by political officer that he has been infor 
that his company are desirous to effect the establishment of & system of wireless 
telegraphy between Bushire and , and that agent, had asked as to the probable 
attitude of the sheikh of Bahroin towards such a project. In reply, the political 
le, the sheikh was opposed to innovations, but that, as a matter 
nent of India had under their consideration certain proposals in 
this connection whic! been made to them hy the resident. Wonckhaus's 
overtures may, T think, be regarded as a ballon dessai, but it seoms advisable to 
T may add that a wish to set-up a system of telephone has also been 

Ichauis's company. 





d by Wonckhaus’s agent 





































(31348) No. 446. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 19.) 
(No. 
a Gulahek, September 19, 1909. 


Please see 
the Oth August, 
His 





telegram No, 653 of the Sth August, and your telegram No. 414 of 








’s consul-general at Bushire telegraphs as follows, 





io. 839 :-— 


“1 trust that we may soon receive orders regarding the final disposition of the oil 
anard.” 
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[31162] No. 447, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No, 426.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 19, 1909. 

FOLLOWING refers to my telegram No. 412 of the 6th August: Hormuz oxide. 

A shipment of between 1,800 and 2,500 tons of oxide will be undertaken about 
the 26th August by Messrs. Ellinger on behalf of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, The 
oxide will be loaded on the West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Company's ship 
“Edenhall.” 

Messrs. Ellinger think that you may wish to notify this to the authorities at 
Bunder Abbas, and further request that no mention be made to the master and officers 
of the “Edenhall” of the name of Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co. 








[31212] No. 418. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne. 

No. 1190.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 19, 1909, 

HIS Majesty's Government fully share views expressed by Sir G, Barclay in his 
telegram No, 67:3 of the 18th August, concerning the ex-Shah's property. ; 

You may inform Russian Government of this, and ask them to authorise their 
chargé d'affaires to join, as soon as possible, in communication to His Majesty in the 
sense proposed in last paragraph of above telegram. 





(31437) No, 449. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received August 20.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, August 19, 1909. 
REFERRING to the vico-chairman’s letter to you dated tho 21st ultimo, Tshall be 
Jad to know if any information has yet been received from His Majesty's Minister at 
Ffahraitwthrretorene to 6 pavanbal of teilmypériallOomsiatanigner  ealar 

In tho absence of any definite instructions to the contrary, and in view of the 
telegram received by the commissioner from Nezammedin, I have felt compelled to pay 
tho salary due for the month of July, since the commissioner was pressing for ite 
payment, But when doing so, I addressed tho letter as per enclosed copy to the 
commissioner, urging him to get his Government to officially notify to His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran the removal of the embargo on its payment, 

In reply Thave received a letter from the commissioner, as per enclosed copy, 
from which you will see that he states that Saad-ed-Dowleh had no authority to place 
an embargo on the payment of his salary, and that since the Cabinet, of which he waa 
a member, is no longer in existence, there is no justification for our requiring a 
confirmation through the Foreign Office of the removal of the embargo. 

‘As the present position of uncertainty is very unsatisfactory, [ shall be much 
obliged if you can obiain through His Majesty's Minister at Tehran definite authorisa- 
tion from the Persian Government for the continuance of the paymont of tho 
commissioner's salary, in confirmation of the telegram purporting to come from 
Nezammedin, as quoted in the vie-ehiman’s lear to you ofthe 2st ultin. 

am, &e. 
©, GREENWAY, Director. 














Inclosure 1 in No, 449. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Sadigh-es-Saltaneh, 


Sir, August 12, 1909, 

YOUR letter of the 10th instant to Mr. C. W. Wallace addressed to his private 
house has, in his absence on a touring journey round England, been forwarded to me 
for atten 





[1665] 3% 
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Your salary for July has not yet been paid because we have been waiting a 
confirmation through tho Foreign Office of the removal by your Government of the 
embargo placed by them upon its payment. ‘This confirmation has not yet come, but 
in anticipation of its receipt I enclose a cheque for the usual amount, 831. 6s. 8d., 
which kindly acknowledge on the accompanying receipt form. 

Tt would, however, be more satisfactory if you could get the removal of the 
embargo officially notified hy Sir George Barelay in accordance with Mr. Wallace's 
letter of the 23rd ultimo, and Lhope you will give this your attention. 

‘The samo settlement of this company’s shares for the London Stock Exchange has 
een fixed for the 18th instant. ‘The date for the Glasgow Stock Exchange has not yet 
‘heen arranged, but it will probably be the same. 

In Mr, Wallace's absence T shall be glad to see you at any time it may be convenient 
for you to call should you wish to discuss any questions. 

Tam, &. 
©. GREENWAY, Director. 











Tnclosure 2 in No. 449. 





Sadigh-es-Saltaneh to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
Bir, ‘The Royal Palace, Hotel, Kensinaton, August 17, 1909. 
I. BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12ih instant. 
With regard to the embargo on my salary, I must draw your attention to the fact 
that the go-called embargo was not placed on my salary by the late Government, nor 
by tho Ministry of Mines, but by Saad-ed-Dowleh, who, even in doing that on his own 
responsibility, took an unusual step in executing it, If the late Cabinet were in 
‘existence, there might have been some justification for your expectation for a confirma 
tion of the removal of the embargo through the Foreign Office, but with the chango of 
the old régime everything is changed, and the new Government has, by telegram, 
authorised mo to got’ my salary in full (which I have communicated to you on the 
20th ultimo). It would be a vory strange thing should apply to my Government for 
another confirmation through an’ unusual channel. 
T hope you will fully realise the inexpediency of such a step on my part. 
Concluding with my thanks for your kind expressions, Lam, &o. 
SADIGH-ESSALTANEH, 



















[31484] 


No. 450, 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 20.) 





‘No, 415.) 
itigerpic) P. St, Petersburgh, August 20, 1909. 
PROPERTY of the ex-Shah, Please refer to your telegram No. 1190 of 


yesterday. 
‘Pho arrangement w 
copted by the Ru 





G, Barclay and M, Sabline propose would be readily 

nt so far as their own interests are concerned. 
hey have heon informe by M. Chapchal, who is at present in 
St. Petersburgh, that a revenne of at least 300,000 tomans per annum comes in from 
the estates of the ex-Shah in Azerbaijan, and that only a portion of the estates can 
have been taken into account in forming the estimate of a maximum revenue of 
100,000 tomans only, M, Chapchal is intimately acquainted with the affairs of tho 
exShah. A grave injustice to His Majesty would be involved, if his information is 
correct, by the arrangement proposed ; and M. Sazonow suspects that the Persian 
Government have b harp practice in the matter, and thinks that 
Russia and Gre; in should not be parties to any such thing. 

‘Tho subject will he discussed by M with the Minister of Finance 
to-morrow, Ho is disposed, if it is proved that his suspicions are well 
founded, to suggest that the estates of the ex-Shah should he administered by a person 
to be appointed by His Majesty. This person should devote the revenues of the estates 
to paying off His Majesty's debis, and the estates would be restored to Mohammed Ali 

is family as soon as the debts were extinguished. ‘The administrator would be 
supervised in his work by the Russian consul-general at Tabre 
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(31552) No. 451, 


Indin Office to Foreign Office.—(Received August 21.) 


India Office, August 19, 1909. 
T AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
regarding the proposal that Lieutenant Wilson should be authorised to make a pre- 
liminary survey of the Kherka irrigation scheme projected by the sheikh of 
Mohammerah. : ate 
‘Viscount Morley concurs in Sir E, Grey's proposal to instruct His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran ly telegraph to authorise the consul-general at Bushire to allow 
Lieutenant Wilson to undertake the survey. ‘The officers concerned will doubtless bear 
in mind the need for caution inculeated in Sir E. Grey's telegrims Nos: 309 of 22nd 
Tune, and 393 of Zist July to Sir G. Barclay i 
Lord Morley also concurs in Sir E, Grey's proposal that, on the understanding that 
the cost will be equally divided between the British and Indian Exchequers, a portion 
of the oil guard should be retained for Lientenant Wilson's use. He will submit to the 
Council of India, on the receipt of the reply to the draft. tolegram to Sir G. Barclay 
enclosed with your letter, that a moiety of the expense of retaining such a portion of 
the guard as may be considered necessary should bo borne by Tian revenues 
am, &e. 
‘A. GODLEY. 


Sir, 





















[31543] No. 462. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 21.) 


India Office, August 19, 1909. 
TN reply to your letter, dated the 17th instant, as to the erection of a second wire 
on the Tehran-Shahrud telegraph line, and the exchange of telegraph lines in Persia 
between His Majesty's and the Hraseiact Garaeata cea tah directed to say that Viscount 
Morley concurs in the terms of the telegram which Secretary Sir E, Grey proposes to 
avidress to His Majesty’s chargé affaires at St. Petersburgh on the subject 

am, &e, 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Sir, 




































(31601) No. 453, 
G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 21.) 
fra oe P. Gulahek, August 21, 1909. 





FIVE hundred Arabs posted near Kemalabad, some 60 miles west of Kerman, 
are blocking the road between the latter town and Yezd, a 

‘Mt a spot a few miles south-east of Kemalabad they recently captured Mr. Wright, 
of the Imperial Bank, and are holding him in captivity at Nasirich. ‘ 

Tam warning the Persian Government that I shall hold them responsible for any 
harm which may occur to him, and pressing them to take steps to secure his release, 

At the same tine Tam’ endeavouring to got a message through tothe robbers 
demanding the immediate liberation of that gentleman. i ; 

Te appears that His Majesty's consul at Kerman warned Mr, Wright of the tisk he 
would run in undertaking his journey at that moment. 






































(31437) No, 454, 






Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





(No. 428,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

WITH reference to my telegram N 
Persian Government to hasten their reply ? . 3 
Considerable delay has already taken place with regard to the question of the 


Foreiyn Office, August 21, 1909, 
397 of the 2ird July. Can you persuade 
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payment of the oil commissioner's salary, and, in consequence, tho July portion of it 
was paid on the 12th August by the oil company to Sadigh-es-Sultaneh. Oil company 
gave as their reason for doing this that they anticipated a confirmation from the 
Foreign Office of the removal of the embargo. 








(31543) No. 455 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’ Beirne. 
(Ng 1219.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 21, 1909. 


‘NWHRAN-SHAHRUD telegraph line (See Tehran telegram No, 671 of the 
14th August). : 

Renewed pressure is being put upon Indo-European Telegraph Department to erect 
Shabrud line, and any farther delay in replying will cause annoyance to Persian 
Government. | His Majesty's Government therefore suggest that erection of line, which 
will take about six weeks, should at once be undertaken. 

You should inform Russian, Government of this, adding that, in view of present 
disturbed state of fecling in Persia caused by presence of foreign troops, Sir i. Barclay 
considers present. moment inopportune for entering upon negotiations with Persian 
Government for the exchange of telegraph lines. 





(31348) No. 456. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


, * Foreign Office, August 21, 1909. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 9th instant, relative to Lieutenant Wilson's 
proposed survey in connection with the scheme of irrigation from the River Kerkha 
which it is hoped to carry out, and the suggested retention of a portion of the Indian 
guard, now employed for the protection of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's works, to 
Seal him fn Ghat tank, am dlrootad by Soorotary Sir Edward Groy to trauaint to you 
horewith copy of a further tologram from His Majesty's Ministor at Tehran,* expressing 
the hope that final orders regarding the withdrawal of the guard from their present 
omployment will not long be delayed 
Tam accordingly to state that Sir B, Grey would be glad to receive a reply to my 


Sir, 














letter above referred to at Viscount Morley’s earliest convenionce. 
Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 









(91341) No. 457. 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persiun Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 21, 1909. 

[AM directed by Secrotary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge tho receipt of your 
Jotter of tho 15th ultimo, relative to. proposed topographical survey of that part of 
Parsia which is bolioved to contain oil 

Tam to inform you in reply that Sir B. Grey would not feel justified in approaching 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury with a request for authority to 
incur the exponse which would necessarily fall on Imperial revenues by the participation 
of His Majesty’s Government in such a scheme, and that the Secretary of State for 
India, to whom your proposal has been referred, sees no sufficient reason for the grant 
of ang financial asiatane from Indian revennes for the work, 

V nunt Mor! 












has, however, expressed his willingness to ask the Government of 


India whether they can spare the services of an officer for the purposes of the proposed 
survey, on the understanding that the whole of the cost connected with his deputation 
«d by your company. 


is def 





Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET. 
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[31602] No. 458. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 
(No. 678.) 


(felegraphic.) PB. Gulahek, August 22, 1909. 
"TH new governor general, Mukhber-os Sultanch, has attived at Tubreez, 
Tdid everything in my power to seoure the appointment of Ala-ed-Dowleh to this 
post in his place, but the Persian Government insisted on Mukhber-es-Sultaneh, 
Moreover, Ala-ed-Dowleh, I am given to understand, would have declined this 
appointment on grounds of ill-health if it had been offered to him, 
Reference is to your telegram No. 409 of the 4th August. 





[81603] No. 459. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22,) 
(No. 679, 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulakek, August 22, 1909. 

‘PLEASE seo St, Petersburgh telegram No, 419 of the 20th August. 

There is a great exaggeration in Chapchal’s estimate of $00,000 tomans per 
annum, and my Russian colleague, in reply to a telegram from his Government, in which 
this estimate was given at 400,000, has pointed this out to them. He makes the 
charitable suggestion that Chapchal has inadvertently added a nought, 

His late Minjenty stated to my Russian colleogue and mye at a recent audience, 
with the intention of impressing us as much as possible with the value of his estate, 
that an offer for them of 75,000 tomans a-year had been recently made to him, 

There is, as far as I can see, no reason whatever to suspect that tho Persian 
Government haye in this matter any ulterior object in view beyond their very natural 
wish to ensure the estates remaining free of Russian control, “For all those who are 
anxious to avoid intervention, any ietuien on the basis of such control would be fraught 
with embarrassment. 

I cannot understand that reliance should be placed on the word of such a person as 
Chapohal rather than on that of Russian chargé Tadatreo, 

Tn his telegram to Russian Government reporting our proposed arrangement, 
M. Sabline estimated at 75,000 tomans per annum the value of the estates, 




















(31604) No, 460. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 
No. 680.) 
{Helegraphio) 1 Gulahek, August 22, 1909, 
TD appears ftom a report to the Indian Government by Major Kennion, who is 
now at Birjand, that the Russian consul for Seistan asked ‘permission to remain at 
Birjand for the winter, and is hopeful that his Government will sanction thi : 
Should the Russian Government approve this proposal, Major Kennion is of opinion 
that an accredited British consular representative at Birjand will be necessary, and 
suggests that view-consular status, together with vice-consular and pamphuary allowance 
should be given * pending further developments” to Mr, Howson, the local telegraph 
officer, 
Major Kennion's proposal meets with my approval, but I would venture to fuggost 
that we should see how this arrangement works before considering the “further 
developments.” 
























(31605) No. 461. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 681.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 22, 1909. 
MY Russian colleague has received a telegram from the Russian Government 

stating the value of the ex-Shah’s properties in Azerbaijan as 400,000 tomans a-year, 

on the authority not of Chapebal alone, but of others cogniaint with Hix Majesty's 

[1663) ow. 
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affairs. We are asking the two consuls at Tabreez to give us their joint opimon, 
I do not know what better authority we could have than that on which we gave our 
original estimate, i,, the authority of the Shah himself, of the Russian Bank, and of 
the Persian Government, 


(Confidential.) 

| Tsuspect the Russian Government of having consulted Hartwig and Ostrogradsky 
in addition to Chapchal; that Russia, with the control of the properties, should 
abandon in Azerbaijan a stake which could be exploited politically with such advantage 
would probably be opposed by both. 





(31606) No, 462, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 
(No, 682.) 
(elegraphic.) BR. 
MY telegram No, 677. 
Wright has been released. 


Tehran, August 22, 1909, 





[81717] No. 463. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received August 22.) 


(ee 688, 
lograp hic.) P. Gulahek, August 22, 1909. 
ITH reference to Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 250 of the 27th July, 1908, and to 
By cerna ish No. 306 of the Ist December, 1908, regarding the murder of Abu Thabi 
subjects by inhabitants of Taoona and the proposed course of action for the capture and 
trial of the murderers, [have the honour to report that His Majesty's ship "Redbreast,” 
whilst cruising on the pearl banks, captured one of the culprits, who, whilst. efforts 
wore being mnde to capture the remaining two offenders, was conveyed with m: 
approval to Abu Thabi, and there temporarily incarcerated, The sheikh of Abu Thabi, 
however, for fear that the victims’ relations at present in Abu Thabi might, unless the 
prisoner were handed over to them, become troublesome, refused to become responsible 


or his safe keeping ; consequently, the political agent at Bahrein was entrusted with 
the safe custody of the murderer. 


His Majesty's consul-general at Bushive is of the o 
placed in charge of the Persian local authorities, it is li 








ion that if this prisoner be 
y that they will connive at 











event of prison din Abu Thabi, I presume that he must 
; trial on Persian soil; but before I ask for the undertaking which you 
mention in your telegram referred to, I shall consult with His Majesty's consul-general 
in Bushire as'to what place in Persia he considers most suitable for the culprit’s trial. 
‘The latter will be kept in Bahroin pending the result of this consultation. 








undergo 














(31628) No, 464, 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received August 23.) 





(No, 670.) 
ir, Constantinople, August 17, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 633 of the 4th August, 1909, T have the 
honour to forward herewith » despatch from Lieutenant Colonel Ramsay, eonsul-general 
at Bogdad, submitting memorandum of conversations with the representatives of the 
leading Mujtahids of Nejef on the subject of Russian troops in Persia. 

Thavo, &e. 

GERARD LOWTHER. 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 464. 


Consut-General Ramsay to Sir G, Lowther. 
(No. 84.) 
Sir, Bagdad, July 14, 1909. 
IN continuation of my telegram dated the 13th July, 1909, T have the honour to 
enclose, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a memorandum drawn up by mo 
after my interview with the representatives of the Ulema of Nejef. 
Thave, &. 
J, RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Political Resident in Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic 
‘Majesty's Consul-General, Bagdad. 





Taclosure 2 in No. 464. 
Memorandum by Consul-General Ramsay, 


ON the 13th July, 1909, I received a visit from Mirza Mehdi Agha, son of 
Akhund Mulla Muhammad Kadhem Khorassani, and Mirza Mohsin, the son-in-law of 
Seyyid Abdulla Bobchani. They were accompanied by Mirza Ibrahim, late dragoman 
of the Persian consulate-general, and Mirza Muhammad, clerk to Akhund Mulla 
Muhammad, 

They said that the matters which they had come to disonss had been fully debated 
by the Mujtahids at Nejef, and that, though they only came to soe me with a private 
and friendly request for advice, they were authorized to speak on, behalf of the 
leaders of religious thought in Noel, and thay ead that chey wero anxion t have my 
advice. 

‘Their complaint was that the presence of the Russian troops at various places in 
Persia was unjustifiablo, as foreigners had suffered no injury, and the presence of the 
troops made it impossible for the country to have rest, ‘They admitted that they were 
under obligations to Great Britain for the help that it had given to the popular 
movement, but said that they did not understand why England now adopted a purely 
passive attitude. 

Tsaid that, as far as I was aware, the policy of England had not changed, that we 
were as anxious as they could be to see Persia at peace and free of foreign troops, but 
that I had no information that would enable me to form a judgment as to the need for 
the retention of Russian troops in Persia. I explained the object of the Anglo-Russian 
arrangement, and said that the recent occasion was probably the only one on which the 
British Government had volunteored any advice to the Mujtahids, and I thought that it 
was a pity that they had not acted upon it. I pointed out that the more the Mujtahids 

cd the people against the Russian troops the more difficult it, was for the Russians 
to withdraw with any safety. 

After much discussion my visitors said that they were willing to guaranteo that 
peace would be restored in Persia, and that foreigners would be quite safe as soon as 
the Russians withdrew their troops. My visitors said they could not ensure peace as 
long as the troops were in Persia becauso the troops ill-treated the people, arrested the 
well-wishers of the popular party, searched houses, and did other things that excited 
the populace, Finally, I said that it was difficult for us, with the most friendly inten- 
tions, to discuss measures because we were not sufficiently well informed as to facts. 
pointed out that His Britannic Majesty's Minister at Tehran was much better informed, 
and T assured them that his object was to see Persia prosperous and peacoful, I said 
that I would report what had been said, and if T received any communication for them 
in reply T would let them know. ' ; 

In reply to the question whether the Russian troops were also protecting British 
subjects in Northern Persia, I said that they had no doubt considered this part of their 
duty, as our troops, while they were in Bushire, considered it their duty to protect all 
foreigners. 

fy visitors said that the Mujtahids were receiving many complaints and demands 
for advice and assistance. ‘They had not sanctioned any violent methods, but had 
replied that they were striving to got the Russian troops withdrawn, and that. if 
everything else failed they were willing to be martyrs for the cause of their religion 
and nation, 
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T cannot help thinking that if the withdrawal of the troops is much longer delayed 
sentiment and fanaticism may get the better of reason and judgment and so bring 
about most regrettable complications. 
Up to the present time the Persians seem to bear no ill-will towards England, but 

itis difficult to say how much longer this desirable frame of mind will exist. 

J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Political Resident in Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic 
‘Majesty's Consul-General, Bagdad. 





(31854) No. 465, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received August 23.) 
Gulahek, August 23, 1909. 


(No. 684.) 
(Delegraphic.) P. 

SITUATION at Tubrees, 

T haye received information from His Majesty’s acting consul-general of the 
advance to the Karadagh district from 'Tabreez of three detachments of Russian troops, 
each numbering eighty men. ‘Two of these forces, attached to which are the chief of 
the staff and officers of the goneral staff, are intended to map the country, the third is 
to afford protection to villages that are being pillaged by a relative of Rahim Khan, 

With one of the former is a member of the Russian consulate-general, who is to 
negotiate cortain claims Russians have against Rahim Khan, Officers have received 
strict orders not to provoke inhabitants, and to take no administrative action. 

Mr, Smart has pointed out that unpleasant incidents may arise as the result of tho 

watch of these troops into disturbed regions, and has expressed the hope to 
Russian colleague that ho may use his influence to dissuade the military authorities 
from undertaking in the future similar expeditions for the purpose of map-making. 

My Russian colleague not having, I gather, taken any steps in the matter, I have 
ined from urging this point with hit, as it is too late to prevent the dispatch of 
troops. Econeur, however, with the acting consul-general. 



































(81851) 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Bitoard Grey.—(Received August 23.) 


No. 





St. Petersburgh, August 23, 1909. 








Persian, Covornment haye instructed their representative here to make a protest 
inst the intended doparture of the following bastis now being sheltered by the 
Russian Legation: Ameor Bahadur, Mojalla Sultan, and threo other reactionaries, from 
the capital, ‘The Porsian Government state that these persons are accused of non- 
poli es, in addition to the civil actions which are pending against them, 

{in Government are instructing M. Sabline to intimate that the sanctity 
of hast will be strictly maintained, and that if the persons in question are legally 
represented by attorneys after they havo left Tehran that will be sufficient. ‘The 
Russian Government are of opinion that the suggestion of the Persian Government is 
merely an excuse for the exercise of political vengeance. 

Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs requests me to ask whether instructions may 
he sent to His Majesty’s Minister to support Sabline. 






























(31852) No. 467. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 23.) 










(No. 418.) 
(elegraphic.) B. 
PRRSIA. 
ase see telegrams Nos, 
Minister at Tehran. 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs tells me that a further report from Russian 
chargé dallaires is being awaited. He repeated to me this afternoon that the arrange- 
ment proposed by the two representatives would be acceptahle both to himself and the 
Minister if it proved to be not financially unfair to the ex-Shab, 


St, Petersburgh, August 23, 1909. 


679 and 681 of the 21st and 22nd instant from His 










































































(31604) No, 407". 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 431) 
(Helegraphic.) I. Foreign Office, August 
YOUR telegram No. 680 fof the 22nd August : British vice-consul at I 
Lagree. 















[1665] 4 Ae 
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[29476] No. 468. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 432.) 
(Zelegraphic.) _P. Foreign Office, August 23, 1909. 


RETENTION of oil guard. Please see your telegram No. 653 of the Sth August. 

The portion of the guard retained will no longer have any connection with the 
operations of the company, and therefore we cannot ask the latter to continue to pay 
the guard, as they have done up till now. ‘The British and Indian Exchequers would 
therefore have to share the cost of maintaining the guard retained. 

Ascertain from His Majesty's consul-general the number of men he wishes to be 
retained, the length of time for which they would be required, and pay the sum which 
would be needed monthly to defray the cost of their pay. 

The Treasury will be requested to sanction the halving with the Government of 
India of the cost of the portion of the guard retained, This arrangement would date 
from the departure of the rest of the guard. You should retain the number required, 
sending the rest back to India, 





(81552) No. 469. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 433.) 
(Telographic.) P. Foreign Office, August 23, 1909. 


PLEASE instruct Major Cox to authorise the undertaking of the survey which it 


is proposed that Lieutenant Wilson should carry out in connection with the Kherkha ° 


irrigation scheme (see your telegram No. 636 of the 29th July). 





[30698] No. 470. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 128.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 23, 1909. 

T HAVE received your despatches Nos. 134a of the 12th and 142 of the 
21st ultimo, reporting on recent events in Persia from the acceptance by the late 
Shah of the programme of reforms presented to His Imperial Majesty by Great 
Britain and Russia to his deposition. 

T have to express to you my warm thanks for these reports, which I have read 
with deep interest, as well as my appreciation of the high qualities which you haye 
shown throughout the time occupied by the events described. 

I have learnt with gratification of the excellent services rendered by the gentlemen 
mentioned in the latter of your two despatches, which, as most of them are sorvants 
of the Government of India, I have brought to the notice of Viscount Morley of 
Blackburn. 

Imay add that the manly and sensible attitude maintained by the British colony 
at Tehran throughout a trying time has made a deep impression on His Majesty's 
Jovernment 


Tam, &e. 
E. GREY, 
———— 
[80698] No. 471. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 23, 1909. 


; 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
of two despatches from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran,* reporting on recent events 
in Persia from the acceptance by the late Shah of the programme of reforms presented 
to His Imperial Majesty by Great Britain and Russia to his deposition, 


© Nos, 842 and 427, 
[1665] 4B 
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T am to request you to draw Viscount Morley’s particular attention to the last 
paragraph of the latter of theso two despatches, expressing appreciation of the services 
rendered during these events by certain members of the staff of His Majesty's Legation 
and other gentlemen, and I am to state that Sir E. Grey has read this portion of 
Sir G. Barclay’s report with special gratification. 

Lord Morley will observe that most of the gentlemen. mentioned in this paragraph 
are servants of the Government of India, and his Lordship will doubtless consider the 
propriety of calling attention to their services in the proper quarter. 

Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





[31963] No. 472. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received August 24.) 
‘No, 685.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 24, 1909. 


SITUATION at Kerman, 
Your telegram No. 369 of the 14th August. 
Delegate sent to Baluchi Khan Sirdar Said by Viee-Consul at Kub-Malike-Siah has 
brought back assurances that all will be quist, 
No confirmation of letter from Russian eonsul at Seistan could be obtained by 
agent. 
Oe rNeveribel ah cis bayerreteened ones 


EE ES eee 
[81967] No. 473. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 24.) 


‘No, 686.) 
‘Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 24, 1909, 
TXSHAH'S properties, 


With reference to my telegram No. 681 of the 22nd August, I am informed by 
the Russian chargé d'affaires that Shah's properties in Azerbaijan are not worth mors 
than 40,000 tomans per annum in the opinion of the Russian consul-general at 
Tabreez, His Majesty's consul-general has not yet replied, but I understand that he 
will corroborate this estimate Pending his reply, I telegraph at once that the occasion 
may not bo lost of again pressing the Russian Government to instruct M. Sublime eo 
with me in compelling the ex-Shah to hand over his estates, 

This step would open the way for the early departure of His Majesty, for we should 
then have a means of exerting pressure on the Persian Government to make them 
relinquish their claims for the restoration of sundry. properties, such as jewels, rifles, 
horses, donkeys, mules and saddles enunierated in a list which they have laid 
before us, 

As an alteration of this arraugement, T suggest that Russian chargé d'affaires be 
authorised to allow the question of the debt to the Russian bank to bersettled in the 
future, 


ss sSsS— 
[81968] No. 474. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 24.) 

No, 687.) 
'Delegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 24, 1909, 

SITUATION at Kerman, 

With reference to my telegram No. 682 of the 22nd August, I am informed 
that 800 Arabs are attacking Kamalabad, where James, of the fae maceea Tele- 

ph Company, and Wright, of the Imperial Bank, have taken up quarters, 

Pheir position is dangerous, 

I have received a further telegram from His Majesty's consul at Kerman, 
reporting that the situation is most serious, as the tribesmen are reckless and the local 
authorities powerless. 


ee 
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131019] No. 476%. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O' Beirne, 





1231.) 
‘olographic,) R. 

‘OUR tolegram No. 883: Loan of Mr. Now. 
Tapprove. 


eee 


Foreign Office, August 24, 1909. 


[1665] 


279 










[31969] No. 475, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 24.) 





(No. 688) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 24, 1909. 

TEETH Manacgr/of) tha Imperial Bank hes nected aa, plication for a loan. of 
100,000/, and asked my advies on the matter, “I bare replied in accordance with, 
the instructions contained in your telegram No, 407 of the 30th July, adding that 
any advance must be made in connection with the Russian Bank, 

T have also been approached on this subject by a member of committee, to 
whom I pointed ont that I could not encourage the Imperial Bank to make any loan in 
which the two banks did not participate. 

M, Sabline gives me to understand that the Russian Bank will decline if applied to, 
Dut anti-Russian feeling is at present s0 pronounced that it is quite possible that, in 
spite of the pressing need of money with which the present Government is hampered, 
they will not apply to Russia, 





















(31851) No. 476, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 






(No, 437.) 

(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 24, 1909. 
YOU should ascertain the facts connected with the claims of the Persian Govern- 

ment against the reactionaries in bast at the Russian Legation (see telogram No, 417 

from St. Petersburgh of yesterday's date), and let me know your viows on the matter. 















[31322] No. 477. 


Fircign Office to India Office. . 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 24, 1909, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowlodge the receipt of your 
letter of the 18th instant, forwarding copy of a telogram from the Government of Tndia 
relative to the desire of Messrs. Wonckhaus to establish wireless tolegraphy between 
Bahrein and Bushiro. 

In this connection I am to enquire, with reference to my letter of the 28rd March, 
whether any further steps have recently been taken with a view to the extension of 
telegraphic communication in the Persian Gulf, 











Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALL 















[81437] No. 478. 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 24, 1909, 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 19th instant, relative to the payment of the salary due by your Company 
to the commissidher appointed by the Persian Government, 

Tam to inform you in reply that, on the receipt of your letter, Sir B. Groy 
dressed a telegram’ to His Alajests's Minister at ‘chiane mforaing him that, i 
view of the delay in making this payment which had already taken ple, your 
Company had, on the 12th instant, handed over to Sadighes-Gultaneh the amgunt 
due for the month of July, and had at the same time informed him that they took 
this step in anticipation of the confirmation through this Office of the statement that 
the embargo placed on Sadigh-es-Sultanch’s salary by Sand-ed-Dowleh had beon removed 
by the Persian Government. Sir E. Grey instructed Sir G. Barclay at the same time 
to endeavour to expedite the reply of the Persian Government to tho question asked 
of them as to who was entitled to receive the salary due to the Imperial commissioner. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 
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(82064) No, 479. 
Mr. F. ©. Strick to Foreign Office. —(Received. August 25.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, August 24, 1909. 
I SEND you herewith copies of cables exchanged with my agent at Tehran, 
Mr. David Brown. 
Should you wish to see me on this subject, I shall be pleased to call on you any 
time convenient to you. 
Thave, &. 
FRANK 0. STRICK. 


————————— 
Tnclosure 1 in No, 479. 
Messrs. F, C. Strick and Co. to Mr. D. Brown, 


(Tolographic.) London, August 16, 1909. 
IN the event of our obiaining the concession we shall be prepared to carry out 
the contract provided it exists, Difficult to form an. opinion as to value of concession 
until we know its terms. If we made an offer would concession include oxide mined 
Ormuz waiting shipment, and would it give us right work all other minerals Ormuz 
‘and other islands, when would concession come into force? Cannot you form rough 
opinion as to sum required? Would yon adviso us offer a round sum eash for twenty 
years for Ormuz and other Persian islands, or part in cash, part in royalties? We 
Topeat wo are oxcoodingly anxious secure concession, and are proparod close 
immediately on reasonable terms, subject, of course, to approval of British Minister. 


ee, 
Tnclosure 2 in No, 479. 
Mr. D. Brown to Messrs. F. C. Strick and Co, 


Tehran, August 28, 1909. 
RRING to your telegram of 17th August, in our opinion 40,0001. cash, 
2,000. per annum royalty should obtain concession Ormuz and all other Persian 
islands in Persian Gulf sixty yoars, including all oxide mined Ormuz, and right to 
work all other minerals, telegraph ‘as soon as possible your views regarding it, is 
important. 


—————— 
Inclosure 3 in No. 479. 
Messrs. F. ©. Strick and Co. to Mr. D. Brown. 


‘Tolegraphic.) London, August 24, 1909, 

ATT figures named, namely 40,0001. cash and 2,001, annual’ royalty sixty years, 
do your utmost mclude minerals salt Persian littoral, of course without interfering 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company's concessions. Failing this do utmost secure mainlam 
concessions now held by Moin, which understand include Minab, Namakdam, Khamir, 
Kong, Mamasani, If this impossible, close on terms your cable, of course understand 
all mined minerals and salt on concessions obtained for us belong us immediately, 
including 2,000 tons about of Ormuz oxide, for which Ellinger, and, or Weir sending 
“ Bdenhall” Ormuz within few days from Bussorah, and which, if concession obtaine 
wo naturally deliver on account Weir contract, if it exists. We are prepared open 
credit Imperial Bank Persia, 


See 


[32087] No. 480. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 25.) 
(No. 6:9.) ; 
‘elegraphic,) P. 
(rele ERAL amnesty. 

With reference to your telegram No. 421 of the 13th Angust, our joint note has 
elicited a long and unsatisfactory reply from the Persian Government, ‘They state that 
they recognise the importance of an amnesty, and that they will proclaim it when the 
moment arises. 

Tn order that offences ight be ensured an impartial trial, we 
asked the Persian Governm itis i the 
case of the June bastis wh 
the legai itis were to 
figure, 

Tn reply the Persian Government declare that they will he aided if the two 
Governments “ display perfect confidence” in them ; that a proper trial will be afforded 
in the courts to the traitors and civil offenders who have sought in the legations 
protection against justice due to them for murders, robberies, and defaleationsy that 
the presence of members of the legations during the proceedings would be the greatest 
sign of distrust and they cannot allow them to be present, but that they hope the 
two representatives, by putting entire trust in the Persian courts, will co-operate with 
them in the matter, 

M. Sabline, I think rightly, considers this reply to be a revolt against Russian 
influence, frequent signs of which have already become apparent, in mote or less 
tangible form. ‘The bastis in question are for the most part in the Russian legation, 

T understand that Russian chargé d'affaires is alps his Government that we 


Gulahek, August 25, 1909. 


should uso the same pressure with the new Government as we did with the ex-Shah, 
as regards our amnesty, and also uphold tho right of the logation under whione 
Protection the person to be proceeded against have placed themsclyes-—in this caso the 


Russians—to be represented at their trial, 
1 agree with M. Sabline, as we took up the same attitude in regard to our bast 
in June last, and as a prompt amnesty appears to me ealled for. 





(82088) No, 481, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 25.) 

(No. 690.) 

(Telegraphic. P. 
EX-SHAH'S property. 
Please refer to my telegram No. 686 of the 24th August, 
Following from consul-yeneral at Tabrees :— 


No! 183 of the 24th August. 

Revenues of Azerbaijan property vary with the price of cereals, I have ascertained 
on excellent authority that in time of order and peaco yield is roughly 50,000 tomans 
Per annum, 80,000 of which are paid in kind, and the remainder in cash, Russian 
consul-general is telegraphing to this effect, 

The figure quoted by St. Petersburgh is based probably on an exaggerated 
catimate of revenne that Shah derived ftom the property in,'1906, by forcing up 
the price of grain to three times its normal value through judicious cornering, and by 
appropriating to himself, as Governor of Azerbaijan, not’ only revenues tren Crom 
Tands as distinct from personal properties, but total revenues of villages, including what 
was due to the Financial Department. as Government taxes, 

The oe of grain fell to its normal level after the Constitution had been estab- 
lished, and only the share of his personal properties was received by Shah, 


Gulahek, Augus 





(1665) 
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132089] No, 482, 

Sir G. Barclay 10 Sir Bdward Grey—(Received August 25.) 

(No. 691.) 

(Pelegraphic,) P. 
Bx 


Gulahek, August 25, 1909. 
HAH'S suite. 








which they have been in bast no charges have been 








With yor 
join M. Sabl 









No, 483, 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 








P St. Petersburgh, August 

Mt TALS, renee * : Nees 1 
lease see Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 686 of the 24th August and y: 

No, 1190 of the 1th. i 4 amet 

On my calling on the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, to urge that authorisation 
should now be sent to Russian chargé d'affaires to join in bringing pressure to bear on 
the ex-Shah with a view to obtaining his consent to the surrender of his estates, [found 
that a new suggestion had been made by the Minister of Financo, and M. Sazonow 
hhad already telographed to M, Sablino in the senso of this suggestion, 

‘The Minister of Finance is afraid that, if the ex-Shah’s proporties were finally 
surrendered to the Persian Government, the Russian Government, in the event of His 
Majesty's death, would have to support his family. 

He therefore desires the Persian Government to agree that the properties shall 
revert to His Majesty or to his family when the debts have been extinguished out of 
the revenues. 

In view of the present estimate of the revenues, | am unable to see how the debts 
gan over be extinguished in this vay. As, however, M. Sazonow ad already. sont 
instructions to M. Sabline, it did not appear of any use'to urge hi i 
until the latter sends further report. ee z ge iat else sei 


, 1909. 
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82093) No, 484. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 25.) 
{No. 421.) 
Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 25, 1909. 
esti 


Reactionaries in bast. 

Please see my telegram No. 417 of the 23rd August, 

T was begged by Persian Minister to impress on th Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs how desirable it was to permit the five reactionaries now being sheltered by. 
Russian legation at ‘Tehran to remain in bast at the capital after the ex-Shah’s 
departure for a sufficient space of time to allow of an account of public moneys that 
haye passed throngh their hands being rendered by them, and also in ordor that: the 
popular excitement which has been aroused by the rumour of their departure may havo 
chance of calming down. 

During an interview with M, Sazonow, I confined myself to asking whether his 
Excellency had replied to the representations of the Persian Minister on this. subject. 
M. Sazonow said that, he had told the Minister that: the claims or charges which tho 
Persian Government had to make against the persons concerned must be formulated 
more clearly. ‘There is evidently a disposition on the part of the Russian Government 
to insist on the persons in question being permitted to leave Tehran at the same time 
as the ex-Shah. 











[32089] No. 485. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





438.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 25, 1909, 
YOU should support M. Sabline in action referred to in your telegram No. 691 of 

the 25th August concerning reactionaries in bast at the two legations, 





£82104) No, 486. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 439.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 28, 1909, 
CAPTURE of Meoers. Wright and James, 





Lam infor vernment of India ean at a moment’s notice move militar 
force into Persia, What is your view as to this step? T consider it inadvisable, as it 
might produce serious complications, and it seems impossible that they would be in 
time to rescue Wright and James. 








No, 487. 
Mr. F. @, Strick to Foreign Office —(Received August 26,) 


(82153) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, August 25, 1909, 
FOR your information, I beg to enclose copy of a cable I have to-day dispatched 
to my agent at Tehran, Mr. David Brown, 


Thave, &. 
FRANK ©. STRIOK. 


Tnolosure in No, 487. 


Mr, P. C. Strick to Mr. D. Brown at ‘Tehran, 
August 25, 1909. 

“EDENHALL” left Bussorah yesterday, therefore due Ormuz ‘Thursday, Tn the 

event of your carrying through negotiations on the terms of our telegram of yesterday, 







































[32104] No, 488. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 26,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under” 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Vienne Morley, forwards 
Vigauth for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a, telesracy fog nes 
Vicoroy, dated the 25th August, relative to disturbances, in Pega, 


India Office, August 25, 1909, 
—— 


Tnelosure in No, 488. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley, 


(Tolegraphic.) P, August 25,1 
"THE following is purport of « message from tho British consul at Keres 

em Might hundred brij i 

difficult to und 


The Europeans named ate telegraph -yés. We are anxious for your immediat 
‘graph employés, We are anxious for your immediate 
wtructions, military force being held in readiness to move at joment’s notice, 
(Repeated to Tehran.) ; 





(32212) No. 489, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received August 26,) 


THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presente his com 
, y fon Wont, a ade Brewen ts to, a 
Seorotary of Stato for Foruign Adis, and, by direction of Viscount Morley: oorerts 
Harouith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of telegram’ from the 
Vieoroy, dated the 25th August, relative to disturbunesd ine Pest 


India Office, August 26, 1909, 


EE 


Inclosure in No. 489, 


Government of India to Viscount Morley, 


(Telegraphic.) P, a 
4 W . just 25, ). 
rok Ma telegraphs trom Bushire under date 24th instant, and’ Bins se ihe 
Purport of his message, which we transmit for your informa 


“A telegram has reached me to-day from consul at Shir; 
0-day ru, Hi hat tw 
somaaee by telopong have been con ally communicated to him, They ae 
fintmedinte cen pele lated Sivend, the 24th'August. No, 1 conveys biog fo 
immediate recall of Ainarla Babarlu and others ots have epee meas an 
Kerman, and directs that all property stolen by them ‘hall be confiscated ; No, 2 states 
‘hat a'man has been sent by him to turn back ‘travellers to art and Kerman,’ and 


ion — 
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that he is in doubt whether to await the arrival of the governor-general or to-go 
himself and see order restored. ‘The Arabs generally are unfortunately out of his 
control. 

a is the telegram sent by him on the 30th, the following information 
transmitted by (? Indo-European) seoms to relate to more recent events, and to indicate 
that the orders of Kawam are being obeyed by the Arabs, Capture of Wright as 
effected by Arabs on the night of the 19th in the neighbourhood of Kavalabad. One 
of the escort was shot. Weight was, afver being stripped, released on the evening of the 
22nd. The brigands then quitted the vicinity and proceeded in the direction of Fars, 
It is reported by Wright that there were nearly 1,000 men headed by Ali Khan. 
Aliabad is reported to have been looted by them. 

“Te seems improbable, judging from previous raids, that an attack on Kerman 
would be ventured on by them.” 





[82216] No. 490. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 
(No. 692.) 


‘elegraphic,) P, Gulahek, August 26, 1909. 
PLEASE refer to telegram to India Office {yesterday from Indian Government : 
Situation at Kamalabad. 
James telegraphs that he hopes robbers have withdrawn, as no ‘sign of them can 
be seen anywhere. 





[32199) No. 491. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received August 26.) 
(No. 693.) 
(Pelographic.) P. Gulatek, August 26, 1909. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 430 of tho 25th August, 

Wherever the danger to which British subjects are exposed is incidental merely 
to robber raids, T should not be in favour of sending a foreo. 

Tn such cases it is in the highest degroo unlikely that a force from India could 
arrive in time to be of any use, and although Major Kennion desoribes tho tribesmen. 
as reckless in the present case, they aro never likely to be s0 reckless as to harm the 
persons of Europeans if they can avoid it, Wright was doubtless only detainod in 
order that he should not reveal their movements, 





[31968] REED 


‘ Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 440.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. 

CAPTURE of Messrs. Wright and James. 

His Majesty's Government will hold Porsian Government responsible for any 
harm done to them. You should inform Persian Government, 

You should avail yourself of this opportunity to urgo on Minister for Foreign 
Affairs great necessity of measures for ensuring greater safoty of roads in Porsia, 
Persian Minister here was urged in this sense yesterday, and asked to point the matter 
out to his Government, 


Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 





[32087] No. 493. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(No. 443.) 
Telegraphic). 
SUGGESTED amnesty. 
‘You should act in conjunction with M, Sabline in urging on Persian Government, 
granting of amnesty, and of permission for legations to be represented at trial of 
bastis (See last paragraph of your telegram No. 689 of yesterday). 


Foreign Office, August 26, 1909, 





(1865) 
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[32064] No, 494. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Barclay. 
No, 444, , 
(Telegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 
HORMUZ oxide concessions. 





With reference to your telegram No. 412 of the 6th instant, you should ask 
Strick's Tehran agent to show you the telegrams which passed between him and Strick 
with regard to the acquisition of the Moin’s concessions. Strick has shown them to us. 





[31967] No. 495. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
(No, 1245.) 
(Telographic.) P. Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 


THERE is now no doubt that the estimate ori 
Minister at Tehran of the value of the Shah's property was too high. 

‘The Russian Government should be convinced of this (for reference, see telegrams 
from Sir G, Barclay Nos. 673 of the 18th August, 679 and 681, both of the 
22nd Angust, and 686 of the 24th August), and you should urge that instructions in 
the sense indicated by Sir G. Barclay should be sent without delay to the Russian 
chargé daffaires at Tehran, 





nally made by His Majesty's 











[31969] No, 496, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
No, 1246.) 
‘elegraphiie,) P. Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 


QU 





BSTION of an advance to Persian Government. 
Tt is evident from Sir G, Barel telegram No. e h August that a 
small joint advance must now be made in order to prevent the Persian Government 
‘addressing an application to some other Powor. 
You should approach M. Sazonow on this point without delay, as it is pressing. 
You may say that His Majesty's Governmont would consent to authorise the Ba 
advance 50,0001. if Russia: will do the same. 














[81717] No. 497. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 

WITH reference to your lotter of tho 2ist January last, relative to the Taona 
murders, Tam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy 
of a telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tchran,® reporting the capture of one of 
the persons concerned, and setting forth the arrangements which it is proposed should 
bo made for his custody and trial. 

Tt will be observed that these arrangements involve a slight departure from those 
sanctioned by the instructions dispatched by telegraph to Mr. Marling on the 2lst 
August last, Viscount Morloy’s concurrence in which was conveyed to Sir E. Grey in 

‘our letter of the 19th of that month, in that the prisoner will now be detained at 
Bahrein instead of at Abu Thal 

Tn viow, howover, of the ci 
desirable as set forth in Sir 
absence of objection on the part o 
of the course adopted. 














es which render this modification of procedure 
y's telegram, Sir E. G is disposed, in the 
Lord Morley, to signify hy telegraph his approval 








Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


* No. 463. 
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[32199] No. 498. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 26, 1909. 


IAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, on the receipt of 
your letter of yesterday's date, relative to the question of whether troops should be 
Sent from India to deal with the situation at Kerman, he addressed a telegram to 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, enquiring his views on the subject. 

I am to transmit to you herewith copy of the reply of Sir G. Barclay to that 
communication,® deprecating, in the circumstances, the dispatch of an Indian force 
to Persia, and Lam to state that Sir E, Grey entirely shares Sir G, Barelay’s view, and 
that he would accordingly suggest, subject to the concurrence of Viscount Morley, 
that a telegram should be addressed to the Government of India instructing them to 
take no steps in the matter. 

Tam to add that Sir B. Grey notes that, according to a further telegram from the 
Government of India, Messrs. Wright and James, who were reported to be surrounded 
by robbers at Kamalabad, are no longer in danger. 





Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(31382) No. 499, 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 26, 1909, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that: some doubt 
appears to exist as to the number and nature of the shares to be allotted to, the 
Bakhitiari khans in the companies to be formed for the exploitation of the oil-ficlds in 
Arabistan, a doubt which is not entirely removed by a perusal of the prospectus of 
your company in connection with Mr. D’Arcy’s agreement with the khans 

The language used by Mr. Preeco appears to be susceptible of an interpretation 
different from that to be given to the utterances of Mr. Reynolds, with the result. that 
both His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran and consular officers on the spot find thomselves 
in some perplexity on the subject. 

Tam accordingly to staté that Six B, Grey would be glad to receive from your 
company an authoritative statement of the exact position of the khans with regard to 
the different companies to be formed, in order that they may receive a clear explanation 
of it, and that future misunderstandings may thus be avoided. 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLBD, 




















[32343] No. 500. 


Sir G. Barclay to Nir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 


hic.) P. 

ATION at Kerman. 
My telegram No. 692 of the 26th August. 
Message from James yesterday states that robbers have already withdrawn fifteen 
miles towards the south-west, 





(No, 694. 


(Telegry Gulahek, August 27, 1909, 





* No. 401, 
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32847] , No. 501. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 
(No, 695.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 27, 1909, 
T HAVE received  telograi from His Majesty’s vico-eonsul at. Resht, reporting 


that the Zil-es-Sultan has been released. It is rumoured that His Imperial Highness 
has paid 870,000 tomans as ransom. 





(82848) ‘No. 502. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 217.) 

(No, 696.) 

(Welographic.) P, Gulahek, August 27, 1909, 
THE Grand Council have chosen the younger brother of Muhammad Ali, Mohamed 

Hassan Mirza, as valiahd, 





(82849) No. 508, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 

(No, 697.) 

Telegraphic.) P, 
SITUATION at Tabreez. 
‘two hundred Cossacks, members of the Committee inform me, supported by some 

hundreds of other mounted troops, to. form an escort for the governor of Tabreez, are 
under orders to start next week, They assure me that the funds necessary for the 
dispatch of this force aro fortheomi 


Gulahek, August 27, 1909. 











(82350) No. 504, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 
(No. 608.) 
(Molographic,) P. 

HORMUZ oxide, 

Although I must await the cancellation of Moin’s concession before lending any 
open support to Strick, I am, nevertheless, keeping in close touch with his agent. 

tA iN cor ourl oon ti Ui el aerate ca We ee 
ristenice of a contract between himself and Moin at Tajar. Have you any explanation 
of this statement ¢ I presume that Ellinger signed the contract mentioned in your 
telegram No, 63 of the 21st December of last year as Moin’s agent. 

In spite of Strick’s assurance to. you that Weir's contract would be respected: by 
, if as L gather to be the ease, Elliiger, relying on Weir's instalments, has accepted 
bills drawn by Moin, he (Ellinger) will be a sufferer, should Moin's concession be 
cancelled. —Hé would have to try to recover from Moin, a protty diflicult job. 

Reference is to your telegram No, 444. 


Gulahek, August 27, 1909. 























(82351) No. 505. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 21.) 
(ite 699.) 
Telegraph) P. Gulahek, August 27, 1909. 
ITH teference to my telegram No. 683 of the 22nd August ro the 
eapture of one of the Taoona murderers and the discussion about the place of trial, His 
Majesty's consul-general at Bushire is of the opinion that there would be no difficulty in 
trying the murderer at Abu Thabi, ‘The sheikh’s only objection was to the detention of 
the culprit there until such time as his confederates were captures 
_ Lam accordingly giving authority to His Majesty's consul-general to send the 
prisoner to undergo his trial at Abu Thai, 



























289, 
(82345) No. 506. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Gréy.—(Received August 2%.) 

(No. 422.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIA. Property of ex-Shah. 

Please see your telegram No. 1245 of yesterday's date. 

‘The Russian Government have received a report from the Russian chargé 
affaires to the effect that the Persian Government now consent to allow about 
20,000 tomans a-year to the ex-Shah’s family in the event of His Majesty's death, In 
this way the objection raised by the Minister of Financo, as reported in my telegram 
No. 420 of the 26th instant, would be met, ‘The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
has telegraphed to M. Sabline that the Russian Government accept the proposed 
arrangement by which the property is to be surrendered to the Persian Government, 
provided that the latter give the necessary undertaking regarding pension, &c., in 


Tehran, August 27, 1900, 


writing. 

"AE Sozonow tells mo that ho will instruct AL Sablino to join in using pressure on 
the Shah, as suggested by Sir G. Barclay in his telegram No, 673 of the 18th August, 
as soon a8 Persian Government have given requisite undertaking. 





(82346) No. 507. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 27.) 


St. Petersburgh, August 27, 1909. 
PE 
Thaye acted on your telegram No. 1246 of yesterday's date on the subject of the 
advance to the Persian ment, and have explained to the acting Minister for 


Foreign Affairs the financial straits in which the Persian Government find themselves 
went, the danger of their looking elsewhere for the money, and the 


consequent urgency of the matter. M. Sazonow promised eato with. 
M. Weber, the locum tenens of the Minister of Finance (the Minister himself is absent 
for a fow days), and added that he would beg M. Weber to obtain tho Minister's 
authorisation by telegraph in the event of his being unable to settle the matter himself. 


ter for Foreign Affairs has not yot made himself master of the 

ion, but, from what M. Poklewsky tells mo, I gather that the 
Minister of Finance will’ in all probability show considerable disinclination to consent 
to any Russian advance, however small, Tho present attitude of the Persian Govern 
ment does not, in the opinion of the Russian Government, entitle them to expect Russia 
to show herself very accommodating towards them. 








(82436) No. 508. 


Sir Edicard Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 
No. 446.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 27, 1909. 
PLEASE transmit the following to His Majesty's acting consul-gonoral at 
Tabreo: 





timo should be lost in coming to some arrangement with regard to the 
navigation of Lake Urumia, Wratislaw states that unless this is done soon, onder for 
steamers on the lake will be secured by Germans. An Anglo-Russian partnership, 
provided that Stevens were appointed manager, might, it seems, secure the concession 
from Imam Kuli, but nothing will induce the latter to grant the concossion to Russians. 
Tmam Kuli has already sent for a German engineer, and consequently you should lose 
no time in consulting with your Russian colleague and ascertaining the facts of 
tho ease.” 


‘The above refers to Mr. Marling’s despatch No, 230 of last year. 





[1665] 
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[82422] No. 509. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 28.) 


Si, India Office, August 26, 1909, 

I AM directed to invite the attention of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affuirs to the telegram from the Viceroy of the 15th instant, reporting enquiries made 
ty Messrs, Woncidiaur’s agent. at Bubrein us to wireless tolography in the Gulf. The 

resent. position as regards the proposals of the Government of India on the subject 
is stated in the enclosed copy of a Secret despatch to the Governor-General in Council 
of the 16th July last, el : 

Viscount Morley is le by present, cireumsiances to the opinion that if a 
British system of wireless telegraphy is to be established in the Gulf, it is expedient 
tot to incur any avoidable delay, Should Sir E. Grey agree in this opinion, Lont 
Morley would propose to address a telegram to the Government of India in the 
terms of the enclosed draft, subject to any modifications that Sir E. Grey may have 
to suggest. 4 

i rll Aner nt) Bic /E) roy. sosoury inte iviewtuan it) the eet cial 
mont of ghee of wireless telegraphy in the Persian Gulf is sanctioned by His 
Majesty's Government, the cost should be divided equally between the British and 
Indian Exchequers, and that he will be willing to approach the ‘Treasury on the subject 
whon the estimates are received, 

Tho deaf’ tologram is also being communicated to the Admiralty for the considera 
tion of the Lords Commissioners, 

Tam to add that sinco this letter was approved your letter on the subject of the 
24th instant has heen received. 

Tam, &. 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 509. 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 
(Seoret.) 
My Lord, India Office, July 16, 1909. 

WITH roforence to tho fifth paragraph of your Secret letter, dated the drd June, 
1909, in which you state that you are avwaiting « communication from me on the general 
question of wireless telegraphic installation in. the Persian Gulf, I would invite your 
‘attention to the correspondence forwarded with the letter from the secretary in. the 
political and secret department. of this office of the 80th October, 1908, from which 
it will be seen that it waa decided to take no action in respect of the Persian Gulf 
pending the receipt of a reply from your Excellency’s Government to my military 
{Socrot) despatshy dated the. 10th duly, 1908, forwarding. the abvorvations of the 
Admiralty and the director-in-chiof, Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, on the 
proposals of your Government: as to’ the wireless. telegraphy stations to be erected for 

ical plirposes on and near the coasts of Iudia, 

2. You will haye lear inclosure No, 2 to my despatch of the 10th July, 
1908, that, the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty are of opinion that the two 
schemes, for Indin and the Persian Gulf respectively, should he considered in close 
connection with one another. Ishall be prepared, on the receipt of your reply, which 
is still aywaited, to take into carefill consideration any detailed proposals you may 
tsubinit, in accordance with the suggestion of the Admiralty, for’the installation of 
wireless telegraphy stations on the shores of the Persian Gulf. 

Thave, &. ° 
MORLEY OF BLACKBURN. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 509, 
Viscount Mortey to Government of India. 
(Telegraphie.) P. India Office, September 12, 1909. 


WIRELESS telegraphy in the Persian Gulf Your telegram of the 15th ultimo, 
Please say when proposals referred to in my Seeret despatch of the 16th July may 
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‘be expected. If possible it is desirable that schemes for India and the Persian Gulf 
sould Ue. Gaull’ rta aut ole Bul st wetoun delay. rina) be aleve a iy te 
course, I shall be prepared, on the understanding that scheme for Gulf will be in 
harmony with that for British India, to consider the former scheme separately. It 
will presumably be desirable to have a station at Jask for purposes of dealing with 
arms traffic on completion of fitting wireless apparatus to subsidised vessels. Please 
refer to your telegram of the 4th September and to mine of the 29th July regarding 
naval commander-in-chief's proposals, It is necessary to remember that consent of 
Treasury to bear half the cost_must be a condition of approval of any scheme for 
Persian Gulf, On receipt of estimates ‘Treasury will be approached on this point. 





[32350] : No. 510, 
Sir Kdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 447.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 28, 1909. 
HORMUZ oxide concessions (see your telogram No, O08 of yostorday). 


“Unless the cancellation of Moin’s concession cannot be prevented, His Majesty's 
Government do not wish you to support Strick. 

Ellinger and Weir do not want Strick to know that Weir has a contract with 
Bllinger, and consequently Weir denied to Strick that he had this contract. The 
contract, however, exists, as both Ellinger and Weir have assurod us. Moreovor, 
Strick knows of its existence. But in conversation with Strick’s agent you should 
appear ignorant of it. Ellinger signed the contract as the agent of the Moin-ut-'ujjar. 

Nothing has been heard hore to lead us to believe that Wllinger has accepted the 
Moin’s bill, but, supposing Strick maintains Weir's contract, and Weir receives 
instalments a5 a result, will not Weir's contract with Ellinger oblige him to pay 
Ellinger? Otherwise Hllinger would have nothing to depend on except the Moin-ut- 

ajjar. 























[32483] No. 511. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edirard Grey.—(Received August 30.) 
(No. 143.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 21, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 541 of the 6th July on the subject of tho 
appointment of the Nast-ed-Dowleh as Russian consular agent at Shiraz, I have the 
honour to forward herewith a report which [have received from His Majesty's actin; 
consul on this subject, and on the present stato of the British and Russian rolations with 
the important Kawai famil 

T have on several occasions discussed the question of the Nast-od-Dowleli’s 
appointment with the Russian chargé d'affaires, and wo agreed that-we should press tho 
Persian Government for the temporary removal from Shiraz of the Kawam-ul-Mulk and 
the Nasr.ed-Dowleh, the two representatives of this family, In view, however, of 
subsequent developments, this course appeared to be for the moment undesirable in the 
interests of order. 

Thave little doubt that the appointment of the Nasr-ed-Dowlch will be eventually 
cancelled but am reluctant to pres this question, as Tam particularly ansious juit 

1 


now to avoid taking any step which might run the risk of wounding the amour-propre 
of my Russian colleague. 














Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 





Tnelosure in No. 511. 


Acting Consul Bill to Sir G, Barclay. 





ws Shira, June 30, 1909, 
IN amplification of my telegram No. 63, dated the 28th June, on the subject of the 
appointment of Nasr-ed-Dowleh to be Russian consular agent, 1 have tho honour to 
forward, for your information, the following detailed report on this very grave and 














202 


discouraging event, and on the present stato of British and Russian relations with this 
family, as far as they are known to mo. 

Theed not enlarge on the importance of the subject it will be enough to say that 
the recent history of Fars is the history of this family, and its varying relations with 
the local authorities and the Supreme Government, Its present representatives, 
Kawam-ul-Mulk and Nast-ed-Dowleh, have always displayed great ostensible friendship 
for the British Government and its consul at Shiraz, and although these professed 
feelings have not often Ied them to make any great exertions, or run any serious risks, 
in the many cases concerning our interests which have come within their purview, it 
must be admitted that their position has never been an easy one, and our friendly 
relations with them have occasionally been of value. Since their return from Europe 
Jast September they have pursued the line of conduet indicated above with even more 
assiduity than before, and have taken repeated opportunities of discussing the local 

olitical situation with me, and of asking for my advice, a request which I considered 
myself bound by the well-known policy of His Majesty's Government to meet with 
considerable. reserve, and T have repeated comfortable platitudes on the blessings of 
poace, and the unalterable determination of both England and Russia to allow Persia 
to work out her own salvation. 

In this connection I would refer to Mr. Grahame's telegram No. 27, dated the 
15th March, 1908, and the accounts of various interviews with one or other of the 
brothers contained in “Shiraz News” of the following dates: 14th and 23rd October, 
Vith Robruary, 17th and 24th March, and 28th April. 

During the months of March and April there was a pronounced trend of feeling in 
the direction of British intervention, especially among the landowning and mercantile 
lasses, who are being very hard hit by the chronic insecurity of property and communica- 
tions, ‘This movement was diverted partly by the vigorous irruption of Souleted- 
Dowleh into Shiraz polities at the end of April, and partly by the revival of interest in 
the constitutional movement at Tehran; but it is not too much to say that even a 
slight change of attitude on the part of this consulate, without any overt action, would 
have suflieed, in my. judgment, to bring about an organised demonstration with the 
object of inducing the British Government to intervene for the purpose of restoring 
order from Bnshire to Shi 

Although. the general interest was diverted to other matters, the attention of the 
Kavwam aud his brother remained fixed on their great object of obtaining such security 
for their property as would permit them to pay a prolonged visit to Europe. On the 
21st instant Mirza Mubammed Bagir Khan, the principal agent for all the Kavwami 
states, and & most enlightened and moderate man, paid a visit to Mx. Ohristmas, who 
was then in charge of the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Department here, with whom he 
has for years been on friendly terms, and brought ont the proposal mentioned in my 
telegram No, 53, He did not profess to be speaking in the name of Kawam-ul-Mulk, 

9 ber any commission from hit, but rather to be proposing an arrangement 

be in the nature of a partnership with himself. Mr. Christmas was to 
have tho entire management of the whole of the Kawami properties, his remuneration 
was to be 10-per cont. of the gross income, which was stated to be 10,000 tomans to 
20,000 tomans. por mensem, and. Mirza Bagir Khan would give him all the assistance 
o'needed. Mr, Christmas roplied that in any case he would prefer a fixed salary, but 
that this, with the expenses of management, would probably amount to not less than 
tho 10 per cont,, and that in the absence of tho heads of the family it would probably 
ho necessiry to reserve another 10 per cent. for the conciliation of the governor-general 
for the time boing. Muhammad Baqir replied with perfect confidence that that could 
bo arranged, and added that Mr. Christmas’s presence would help with the Arabs, and 
doter the Kashgai from interference with Kavvami property; bnt he made no specific 
mention of British protection, probably assuming that that might be taken for granted. 
Mr, Christmas finally replied that the whole thing was very unlikely, but that he would 
mention it to me, 
irza Baqir Khan then took up a new and, in the light of subsequent, events, a 
very significant lino; he enquired whether there was any way in which ‘we ” (without 
specifying any names) could become British subjects, or acquire British protection. 
Mr, Christmas replied that he thought not, without living for some time within the 
British Empire. ir Khan then referred to Russian protection of the Bahow 
Vaina, and the subject dropped. 

T was informed of this interview immediately, and told Mr, Christmas in reply 
that in my opinion His Majesty's Government would not hear of any proposal which 
would involve tliem in an unlimited liability for the protection of the vast Kawami 
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interests, but that I had already errenged to see the brothers on sundry current 
matters on the 24th, aud they would then have an opportunity of making any proposals 
which might be seriously meant, 
___ Accordingly on the 24th I saw them together, and gave them one or two openings 
in conversation which might have led up to amention of Mirza Baqir Khan's proposals, 
but as they did not refer to them I concluded that they had been made without 
authority, or were not meant seriously, and in any ease were not worth reporting 
you. 

Kawam-ul-Mulk did, however, without any previous reference to Zil-es-Sultan, 
volunteer the statement already reported in my telegram No, 52. 1 heard nothing 
more from them until I received the message reported in my telegram No. 55 of 
to-day’s date. 

To turn to the Russian aspect of the matter, J made the acquaintance of 
M. Kadloubovsky on the 24th, and returned his call on the 25th. We discussed the 
local political situation in general terms, without special reference to the Kawamis, 
and we exchanged assurances of mutual consultation and support, M. Kadlouboysky 
especially emphasising the warmth of hhis relations with His Majesty's resident in tho 
Persian Gulf He thus had ample opportunity to display that. confidence which he 
was so ready to assert. On the morning of the 28th I received information from two 
reliable sources that on the previous day M. Kadloubovsky had written officially to the 
governor-general, to inform him of the appointment of Nasr-ed-Dowleh as Russian 
consular agent. The statement seemed to me so incredible that at the close of a 
private note to ee Russian colleague I mentioned it as a rumour, and asked if it had 
any foundation, He replied, after some delay, also in a private note, that it was quit 
true, and he would send me an official communication later, Since then, though I 
haye soon him, I have avoided official subjects pending the receipt of instructions, 

The question of the future relations of the two Governments in connection with 
the affains of Fars will presumably have been decided before this reaches you. Tt will 
be enough to say that if this appointment stands, the Russian Government, will have 
to take up and settle all the innumerable claims against Nasred-Dowleh on account of 
the Lari expedition, and all his claims against the Kashgais and others for depreda- 
tions on his properties ; in fact, scarcely anything of importance can happen in Fara 
which will not be the personal concern in some degree of the Russian consular agent, 

With reference to the past, I feel bound to enter an emphatic protest against the 
whole conduct of the Russtan Legation in this matter, and to omphsiso tho impossi- 
bility of carrying out in the spirit the orders contained in your telegram of the 26th 
June in the face of such a glaring instance of bad faith. Tt will be equally impossible, 
T fear, unless the appointment is speedily cancelled, to preserve among tho Persians 
any belief in the unanimity and mutual confidence of the two consulates, which belief 
must, in any case, be seriously shaken by the glaring contrast. between the attitude of 
strict abstention from interference which I have consistently maintained, and the 
extraordinary and far-reaching measure sprung upon the people of Fars in tho first 
fortnight of the Russian consul’s presence. 

., Inconelusion, I would revert for a moment to the proposal made by Mirza Baqir 
Khan, merely to record my opinion that if the policy of non-intervention should be 
deserted in consequence of this event, and if His Majesty's Government should be 
prepared to exert a direct influence on the affairs of Fars, that proposal is porfectly 
feasible, and if combined with a partition between the Kawami brotlors, might 
eventually result in some form of condominium in Fars, In any ease it would go far 
by itself to pacify the provineo, provided it was understood that Mr. Ohristinas enjoyed 
the support of Government. ‘This officer is probably the best-known [uropean 
between Ispahan and Bushire; he is acquainted with all the prominent men in Fars, 
and is universally liked and respected, especially as ho has a reputation for open. 
handedness and hospitality. ‘The details of business would be safe in the han of 


Mirza Bagir Khan, and the presence of Mr, Christmas in the management would bo 
€ guarantee to all who know him that these vast interests would be administered with 
absolute probity and devotion. 


Thave, &c. 
J. H. BILL, 





[1605 
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[82484] No. 512. + 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 
No, 144) 
Se u Gulahek, July 26, 1909. 


WITH reference to the correspondence which has passed regarding the Taona 
murders, and to your telegram No. 218 of the 2st August, 1908, Thave the honour to 
state that His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire reports that one of the three men 
suspected of connection with the crime has been captured on the pearl banks by His 
Majesty's ship “ Redbreast.” c 

‘The man has been sent to Abu Thabi for temporary custody, pending th result of 
the endeavours which are now being made to apprehend the other two accused. 

Thaye approved Major Cox’s action, 





Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 





[32485] No, 513. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received August 30.) 


Noi 145. Secret.) 
ir, Gulahek, July 26, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 535 of the 5th July, I have the honour to 
transmit copy of a secret despatch from His Mnjesty’s consul- general at Meshed, 
respecting the action of his Russian colleague in ‘connection with the joint asylum 
ven to the gor ‘or-general by the British and Russian consulates-general during 
tho recent troubles. 

In tho interests of tho relations between the two consulates-general, I have made 
no mention to my Russian colleague of this despatch ; but I may take this opportunity 
to roport that my colleague and I thought it well at the time when the crisis was at 
its worst, and when it was evident that Prince Dabija was not acting in accord with 
Major Sykes, to enjoin upon both the need for good and close relations between the 
consulates of the two Powers. ‘This instruction, though intended for the benefit of 
Princo Dabija, was sont, in order to conceal this fact, ns a circular to all British and 
Russian consilates. 




















Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 513. 


Consul-General Sykes to Sir @. Barclay. 
(No. 27. Secret) 
Sir, Meshed, June 28, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to make the following report on the resignation of His 
Highness the Rukn-ed-Dowleh. bees 

On the 26th June, about 9°30 at, His Highness expressed his intention of 
resigning, and hegged to be allowed to take sanctuary at this consulate-general as he 
feared for his life. He followed this up with a message to the effect that he was 
coming over immediately. 2 : 

I felt that this action was open to grave objections, if only that it prevented 
co-operation, and I sent the native attaché to His Highness with a message to the 
effect that if he really intended what he had said he should write a letter to my Russian 
Ciliates sd’ myedlt Gunpwclog Mia resignation, and containing a: reaucst that we 
should arrange conjointly for his protection. ‘The Rukn-ed-Dowleh at first said that I 
was not acting as his friend, as he did not wish to have anything more to do with 
the Russians; but he finally agreed that I was acting in his truest interests. ‘i 

3, Shortly after noon, letter, written os T bad suggested, arrived trom His 
Highness, of which I enclose a copy. Being the senior official, I waited until 2 Pr. 
before taking any action. At 2 Pat, not having heard from Prince Dabija, and as 
tho matter was urgent, I sent the military attaché with a message to my colleague to 
the effect that I presumed he had received an identical letter from the governor- 
general. Prince Dabija, who evidently entertained no idea of co-operating with me, 
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replied in the affirmative, and he added that he was reporting the matter to Tehran. 
‘The military attaché then said that he had been instructed by me to propose that 
as, in my opinion, it was undesirable for us to send troops into the ark or fort the 
governor-general should be taken to a suitable house, should be guarded by an Anglo- 
Russian guard, and that both flags should be hoisted. My Russian colleague replied 
that his idea had beon to send twenty Cossacks to guard the governorgeneral in the 
ark, but that he agreed to my plan, He went farther, and suggested a house near 
the Russian consulate, to which Major Redl agreed. ‘The military attaché subsequently 
summarised his conversation to the effect that he, Prince Dabija, agreed that a force 
of twenty Cossacks and ten sowars should that evening meet the governor: 
the ark, and should arrange to escort him to the house chosen by Prince Dal 
doth to the Russian caravanserai and to the Russian consulate; finally, that. t 











two 
native attachés should meet and inform the governor-general of the plan, and arrange 
details as to time, &c, To all this my Russian colleague agreed. 

3. An hour later, when the two native attachés met, Khan Bahadur Ahmed Din 
compared instructions with the Russian native attaché, and was surprised to find that 
the latter had been instructed to inform the governor-general that Prince Dabija 
woul arrange for is safety by sending twenty Cossacks fo the ark: Upon my naive 

fs 


attaché returning to report, I again deputed Major Redl, to whom the Prince stated 
that there had been a misunderstanding, and that he was ready to fall in with my 
views provided that the Rukn-edl-Dowleh agreed, but that he felt sure that he would not 
do 60, in which caso he proposed to guard him’ in the ark, and hoped that we would 
also send a detachment. 

4. The military attaché pointed out that T had originally objected to our troops 
guarding the governor-general in the ark, as I considered that such action might lond 
itself to serious misinterpretation, also ‘that delay might complicate mattors. ‘Tho 
point was therefore to find out the wishes of the governor-genoral. Consequently I 
sent the native attaché to the governor-general to say that as senior consul-genoral 
T had proposed as above, Khan Bahadur Ahmed Din found the governorqenoral 
entirely ready to be guided by us; but the Russian native attaché threateued the 
unhappy man with Russian hostility and the Shah's displeasure, practically in the 
presonce of my native attaché. Indeed, in the presence of Khan Bahadur Ahmed! Din, 
whose tact and influence were invaluable, the Rukn-ed-Dowleh said to the Russian attaché, 
“You threaten me with hostility and’ loss of the Shah's favour if I follow Major 
Sykes’s advico, and leave the ark; but Ido not wish to be assassinated like othor 
Persian governors.” Ho added that he had not, dared to sleep for eight days, but 
that, thanks to me, he would sleep soundly that night. 

5. To defeat further machinations of my colleague, Major Redl again visited him 
to inform him tliat the governorgeneral was ready to start. Prince Dabija then swore 
that this was impossible; but Major Red] went ahead to the Russian caravansorai 
near the ark gate to watch developments. In frout of him ran tho Russian native 
attaché whose fatile efforts are narrated aboye, At the caravansorai Major Redl 
asked the Russian officers what their orders were, and they replied, "To escort the 
governor-general to the Russian consulate”! Finally, escorted by ten sowars and 
twenty Cossacks, the unhappy governor-general left the ark, and even then the 
Russian native attaché tried hard to have the carriage diverted to the Russian 
consulate; but the governor-general was furious at this, and tho last intrigue failed, 
Shortly afterwards the governor-general sent mea message to the offect that I had 
saved his life, and that he would never cease to be grateful. 

6, It is, think, instructive to analyse my colleague's actions. It is to be noted 
that hitherto Prince Dabija has ostentatiously ignored me, and, as any friction seemed 
undesirable, I have contented myself mainly with observing and reporting to the 
legation, As I am the senior official, it was obvious that the initiative should have 
been taken by him upon hearing from the Rukn-ed-Dowleh; but he decided to again 
ignore me. ‘The arrival of Major Redl—to whose knowledge of Russian and Persian, 
coupled with much tact—1 am considerably indebted, with my worked-out. proposal 
was a surprise, and my colleague, after some demurring, agreed to it, and even 
suggested a suitable house. Afterwards he reflected that it would perhaps be better 
if the Rukn-ed-Dowleh stayed in the ark so that he could act as instructed from Teliran, 
and this is obviously the cause of the pretended misunderstanding. Finally ho threw 
caution to the winds, and the last desperate efforts to force the governor-generil not 
to agree to follow a course to which he himself, Prince Dabija, was by honour 
committed and the frantic attempt to divert the carriage to the Rnssian consulate 
were puerile. 
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7. In conclusion, Sir, I have in the past, and shall probably in the future, send 
you copies of letters written by my Russian colleague, but I doubt whether I’ shall 
ever again be able to present you with such a complete character sketch of the Russian 
consul-genoral of Khorasan, 
8, Tam sending a copy of this correspondence to the’ Government of India, 
Thave, &c. 
P. M. SYKES, 





Tnelosure 2 in No. 513. 


Governor-General Rukn-ed-Dowleh to Consul-General Sykes. 





‘ranslation, 
(After greetings) Tth Jamadiul Sani (June 26, 1909). 

DURING the last few days I have tried in every possible way to rid the city 
of anarchy, but the anarchy has assumed such magnitude that there is not only no hope 
for an amicable settlement but there is danger personally for myself. For this reason 
Tam writing to inform you that from this hour I shall not concern myself with any 
aflair connected with the town. Please make arrangements, in conjunction with Prince 
Dabija, for my protection, and send mo a speedy reply. 














[92487] No. 514. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 





. Gulahek, July 27, 1909. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch’ which I 
have received from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire reporting the assurances 
given by him to the sheikh of Mohammerah in the form authorised by you in your 
tologram No, 164 of the 17th April Inst. 

Tt will be noticed that the sheikh is not yet entirely satisfied. Ho asks that our 
‘Assurances may be extended to his own successive male descendants, and that it should 
be stated that these assurances should hold good for 100, or better, 150 years. The 
sheikh apparently does not expect an answer to his request until Major Cox has talked 
the matter over with me. Chad expected Major Cox to visit Tehran on his way home 
to England, but ho has been unexpectedly delayed at his post. I gather that he has 
tobo in Rngland by a certain date, and he therefore now wishes to procved home direct. 
In these circumstances he will not visit Tebran until October. Even if he had not. 
Leon delayed, this would probably haye been the better course, as the state of the 
southern roads may have improved by then. 

















Thaye, &, 
G. BARCLAY. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 514, 
*Consul-General Cox to Sir G. Barclay. 


Bushire, June 12, 1909. 

IN continuation of the correspondence on the subject of the assuranees to be given 
to the sheikh of Mohamimerah, ending with your telegram No. 99 dated the 10th April, 
1909, 1 have the honour to report that at my last visit to the sheikh on the 15th and 
16th May, T discussed the question with him at length in the presence of Mr. McDouall, 
and finding him, as the latter anticipated, still not fully satisfied with the deduction 
that his successors would presumably be his offspring, I gave him the slightly extended 
guarantee to cover his “heirs and successors,” as authorised by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, Tn the endeavour to persuade him that he had now got all he could reasonably 
want, Iwent through the record with him once more, reading him the various assurances 
that had beon hitherto given him, and at his desire addressed him a communication 
opitomising the recent fragmentary negotiations and bringing the subject up to date in 
a convenient form for his information. Of this letter I enclose a co} ye 

The penultimate paragraph was included in order to satisfy him that his final 
representation was taken note of, but before parting with him it was agreed between 
































us that as T hoped very shortly to have the privilege of meeting your Excellency, it 
would be better that Ishould discuss his affairs with you personally, and ho consequently 
does not expect an immediate reply to his last request. 
Thave, &c. 
P. Z. COX, Major, 
British Resident in the Persian Gulf, and 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General for Fars, &c. 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 514, 
Consul McDowall to Consul-General Cox, 





(No. 54, 
Sir, April 24, 1909. 

YOURS of the 20th abont assurances to the sheikh. Ihave told Haji Rais to tell 
the sheikh the first part of the Foreign Office message, which is certainly an advance. 

As to the question of successors, in my opinion it will not satisfy the shoilh, the 
pointing out. that successors will be presumably heirs of his body lawfully begotten, 
and Haji Rais is of the samo opinion, ‘The sheikh is particularly anxious to have his 
offspring (“aolad”) mentioned. So in my opinion it will be advisable to give him the 
extension to “heirs and successors.” 

W. McDOUALL. 





Tnolosure 8 in No. 514, 
Consul-General Cox to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 


(After the usual compliments.) Mohanmerah, May 16, 1909. 

ON the Ist December, 1908, I had the honour, by the direction of His Majesty's 
Government, to repeat to your Excellency the assurances given you-on belilf of 
Government by his Excellency Sir Arthur Hardinge, British Minister at ‘Tehran, in his 
letter of the 7th December, 1902, to your address, and to inform you that tho British 
Government were now aared to extend those assurances to your successors. 

xl to explain to you that the British Government had engaged 
to respect the integrity and independence of Persia, and, that that undertaking in 
itself involved the maintenance of the status quo in Persia, and thus included the 
continuance of the same state of autonomy which your Excellency at present enjoys. 

Tyvas then to point out that it followed from the above that fuy external aggression 
upon. your Exeglleney would constitute an act of infringement of that Bersian integrity 
which has received recognition in the Anglo-Russian Convention. 

While expressing your thanks for these amplified assurances, you represented that 
they seemed to you otlly to safeguard you so long as Persin continued to exist as a 
sovereign State aud you prossed for a further assurance which would cover the 
contingency of Persia ceasing to exist as a sovereign State and the intervention or 
occupation by foreign Powers. 

You also expressed doubt as to whother the present assurance only provided 
immunity against unwatrantable encroachment on your rights by the absolute govern- 
ment of His Majesty the Shah, or whether it also coyored prevention of similar action 
on the part of parliamentary government, In reply to those representations, your 
Excellency was informed that Great Britain and Russia being pledged to respect the 
integrity of Persia, the British Government were not, properly speaking, able to adinit 
even tho possibility of Persia ceasing to be a sovereign State or coming under the 
occupation of a foreign Power, but that in the unlikely event of such a contingency 
the assuranees already given to your Excellency would become even more binding than 

fore. 

Twas further permitted to inform you that whatever change might take place in 
the form of government in Persia the British Government were prepared to give you 
the same support against any encroachment on your rights as was promised to you in 
1902, and I was authorised to add that they were now prepared to extend tho 
application of those assurances to your “heirs and suecessors,”” 

Mr. McDouall and I have informed you that in our opinion the assurances as 
now extended and expressed, appear to satisfy all your requirements; but you have 
farther request that the words “heirsand successors ” mey be changed and the words 
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w ive male descendants” may be written instead; and you have gone on 
to express the hope that His Majesty's Government will be pleased to dispel tho last 
shadow of doubt from your mind regarding their own intentions in the future, by 
‘adding after the words “male descendants” as above, the words “‘uf to a period of 
100 years” (or if it be possible 150 years). ee ee 

T cannot give your Excellency any reply on this point without reference to 
Government, but Iwill lose no time in communiating to them your representations. 

ve, ke 
P. Z. COX, Major, 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 





(81382) No. 515. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edwaril Grey.—(Received August 20.) 
ge ms) Gulahek, July 29, 1909. 





TN my despatch No. 89 of the 28th April I forwarded copy of a despatch from 
His Majesty's consul at Ahywaz on the subject of the shares to be allotted to the 
Bakhtiari: khang of several companies to be formed for the exploitation of the oil-felds 
of Arabistan, In. this despatch Captain Lorimer expressed his fears lest the interests 
Gf the khans might be ignored, and at the time I was inclined to think that there 
ight be some ground for his fears, Subsequently Ihad the opportunity of perusing 
f private lotter from Mr, Preece to a friend in Tehran (extract enclosed), which left me 
in some doubt as to whether my first impression was correct, and after a further study 
Of tho prospectus of the novly-formed Anjlo-Persian Oil Company, and of the agreement 
With the Bakhtiaris, I dispatched my private telegram to Sir C. Hardingo of the 
th May. * 
BBE NY ueation of the treatment of the khang by the company, has now again been 
raised inh despatch from Mr, Ranking, eopy of which I have the honour to enclose 
hhorewith, In this despatch Mr, Ranking gives extracts of a letter addressed. by 
Mr, G, By Reynolds, general manager of the Anglo-Porsian Oil Company, to the Sardar 
Mubtasham, the terms of which are far from clear, and are certainly open to an 
interpretation dilforing from that given in Mr. Preece’s letter. 
Thave, in roply, instructed Mr. Ranking to point out to the manager of the 
company the misleading impression conveyed to the khans by his letter to the Sardar, 
P that,in order to prevent future 























ut it might also be well to suggest to the comps 
mnimindorstanding, it sould bo made perfectly clear to the khans how they stand as 
rogga ie different companies. 
roqards the different comp Acie, 

G. BARCLAY. 






Inclosure 1 in No. 515. 


Consul Ranking to Sir G. Barclay. 
Yonfidential. 
Cota Camp Ispakan, July 18, 1909. 
" THLAVE the houour to adress your Bxcelloncy on tho subject of the shares duo 
to the Bakhtiari khans from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. j 
eyuring my recent tour through the Bakhtiari country I obtained information that 
tho Anglo-Borsian Oil Company had written to the khans with regard to the shares due 
em under agreement. ~_ . : 
To eae tated oxtraul of the Anle-Porsian Oil Company'e letter, iaammuch’es/ie 
deals with the question of shares, is given below. 





Kzxtract of a Letter in Persian, and signed by Mr. G. B. Reynolds, General Manager 
eM nglo- Persian Oil Company, to the Sardar Muhtashem, dated May 28, 1909. 


“ (Compliments.) _ 
coop tocer tance with. letter No. 328, dated the 22nd April, 1909, from my directors, 
tolling me to give you the following information, I would inform you that a company 
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has been floated under the name ‘ Anglo-Persian Oil,’ and a second under the name 
“Bakhtiari 11[? Oil] Company,’ which latter will work in the Bakhtiari country. 

“Tn accordance with the agreement made) with thelr Exeellenoies the Bakhtiar 
chiefs, the latter will receive 3 per cent. of shares from these companies. ‘That is 
to say, that their Excellencies the khans will receive 3 per cent. calculated on the 
capital of all companies which may work in the Bakhtiari country. 

“The capital of the Bakhtiari II [? Oil] Company is 300,000/., and the price of each 
share is 1.” i 

‘The general impression conveyed to the khans by this letter was that the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company intended only to give them 3 per cent, of shares calculated on the 
capital of the Bakhtiari Oil Company, that is to say, on 300,000L,, which they very 
correctly worked out to 9,000 1/. shares. Moreover, this would appear to be the 
intention of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, otherwise why did they not simply say 
that the capital of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company was 2,000,000L 2 

‘The paragraph dealing with the allotment of shares to the Bakhtiaris and His 
Imperial Majesty the Shah reads as follows in the prospectus issued by the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company :— 


“In the first-named company (the First Exploitation Company, Limited) His 
Imperial Majesty the Shah of Persia and other persons hold 50,000 fully-paid shares, 
and in the second-named company (Bakhtiari Oil Coninangs Limited), as well as in any 
other company that extracts oil from their territories, the chiefs of the Bakhtiari people 
will be entitled to 3 per cent. of the shares fully paid, which percentago will, so far as 
the original capital of the two companies is concerned, be provided by this company.” 








‘The clause in the original agreement with the Bakhtiari hans with regard to the 
allotment of shares reads as follows 





“ Extract from Agreement between Mr. W. K, D'Arcy and the Concessions Syndicate 
(Limited) on the one side, hereinafter calied the Rust Party, and the Bakhtiari khans 
on ihe other, hereinafter called the Second Party, 


“Further also, after the formation of one or more companies to work oil in the 
Bakhtiari Oil Company, and after the oil has passed through the pipes, the first party 
unilertakes 10 give to’ tho aecond party # per cant, of all the, ordinary shares isued, 
which shares must be fully paid up.” 


Now it appears that the abov. 
is to say, from the oil company 
“after the formation of one or 
first party undertakes to 


clause in the agreement admits of a quibble ; that 

point of view, it may be argued thatthe wording 
ore companies to work oil in tho Bakhtiari country, the 
© to the second party’ 3 per cent. of all the ordinary shares 
issued ” means that 3 per cent. of the ordinary, shares appertaining to this company. 
alone are to be given. On the other hand, it may be argued, from tho khan's point of 
viow, that the wording “ after the formation of one or more companies to work oil in 
the Bakhtiari country, and after the oil has passed through the pipos,"’ is morely 
chronological, and fixes a time when the shares must be given, and that hence the rest 
of the paragraph in question, namely, ‘the first party undertakes to give to the second 
party $ per cent. ofall the ordinary shores issued," entitles them 10.5 por eout, of the 
total number of ordinary shares issued by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Now the total number of ordinary shares issied was 600,000, 3 per cont, of which 
is 18,000 11. shares, or exactly double what the Anglo-Porsian Company's lettor to the 
Khans led them to believe was their due. 

At present the Bakhtiari khans are too much taken up with the part they are 
playing in the national movement to be able to devote any thought to their own affairs, 
but a time must surely come when, sooner or later, they will be able to attend to their 
own affairs, and then one of them, more clear-headed than the rest, may see tho other 
interpretation of the share clause in the agreement, or they may be put up to it by 
people more accustomed to deal with such matters than themsolves, If such were ty 
happen, ic, the khans, having been allotted 2 per cent. on 300,000, by the oil company, 
were afterwards either to think, or have put into their heads, that they have not. been 
fairly treated, it would have both a most deleterious effect on all the company's future 
dealings and negotiations with the khans, and, the Bakhtinris finding it. difficult 
to differentiate between the oil company and Messrs. Lynch Brothers in every respect, 





































































it would reaet also to the attr company’s great detriment in their relations with the 
hans, 

Further, as the oil company, together with Messrs. Lynch Brothers, represent to 
the Bakhtiari khans the honesty and integrity of British commerce and trade, it would 
be deplorable that either the khans should have the slightest grounds for thinking 
themselves cheated out of their just dues, or that the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, after 
quibbling and making a stand, should have to give in with a bad grace. 

Tt would be better for the Anglo-Persian. Oil Company, having originally made an 
paresmnent ‘hion adie of a guibilesto giveithe Barisan Khana thet per cank- oa 
600,000 ordinary shares with a show of generosity rather than endanger (1) their future 
prospects of amicablerelations with the khans, more especially as the Indian oil guard 
ig about to be moved from the oilsfields; (2) the present good frame of mind of the 
Kans towards the oil company ; and (3) the successful working of the new guarding 
arrangement, Such being the case, I would beg to request your Excellency’s decision 
on the exact meaning to be attached to the share clauso; and secondly, if your 
Excellency is of opinion that the 3 per cent, should be calculated on 600,0000,, that I 
may be permitted to obtain information either directly from the oil company’s repre- 
sontative in Ahwaz, or through His Majesty’s Legation, what the actual intentions of 
the oil company are, so that the whole quostion may be settled before the ultimate 
allotment of shares. 

Thave, &e. 
TL, RANKING. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 515. 


Mr, Preece to Mr. Churchill. 
(Extract) 
TDO not understand your reference to doing the khans in the eye, I send you a 
prospectus of the company. You will see that the Bakhtiaris come in on the First 
Pxploitation Company 600,0000,, and also 400,000. capital in Bakhtiari Oil Company, 


of which altogethor they will get 3 per cent, of 750,000). ‘The First Exploitation 
Company will haye 1 squnre mile of ground at Maifan-i-Munaftun, the first to produce 
any profits, Fam told. ‘Phere has not been any idea ofevading their rights. Of course 


they cannot elaim on tho big comp: 8 to cover all Pers 
In the agreement with them pro made for this : “ That they were to get 
cont. of capital issiied to the public in any companies started for exploiting oil in 
They will get their 3 per cent., and will partake of profits quicker than 
anyone else except the Shah, It has been so arranged on purpose, so as to interest 
hoth chiefs and Government. 





(82488) No, 516, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30,) 
(No. 149.) x Es ete: 
Sir, Gulahek, July 31, 1909, 

T HAVE the honour to report that the corps diplomatique ‘was received in 
audience by Sultan Ahmed Shah for the first timo this morning at 11 A.at. 

‘The young Shah was accompanied by the Regent, Azad-ul-Mulk, the yenerable 
head of the Kajar tribe, an old man about eighty years of age, with courtly manners 
anal o dignified bearing, who acted as spokesman on behalf of the thirteon-year-old 

hah, 

‘The Gorman Minister, as doyeu, delivered a short address, offering the Shah the 
congratulations of the diplomatic body, and afterwards presented the felicitations of 
the Emperor and of the German Govern 

Phe Regent replied on behalf of the Shah in a few well-chosen words, expressing 
gratitude for the good wishes conveyed by the doyen and assuring the diplomatic 
body of the determination of the Shah’s Government to maintain and strengthen the 
friendly relations happily existing between Persia and the Powers. 

‘The Regent then conducted the young Shah round the circle of foreign represen- 
tatives, who presented their respective staffs to His Majesty, and replied to the usual 
formal inquiries as to their respective Sovereigns or heads of Sta 

When it came to my turn, I took the opportunity of conveying to His Majesty the 
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congratulatiots and good wishes of His Majesty the King, His Majesty's Government, 
and of the Viceroy of India, for which the Regent begged me to convey the Shah's 
heartfelt gratitude, He added that he had had the honour of meeting His Majesty the 
King and of being presented to Her late Majesty (neen Victoria on the occasion of 
‘one of the visits to Europe of the late Nasr-ed-Din Shah more than thirty yoars ago. 

‘The diplomatic body was subsequently received by the Regent in a separate 
appartment, His Highness Azad-ul-Mulk, who at his advanced age and unaccustomed 
as he is to official life, or, in fact, to any intercourse with foreigners, must have found 
the ordeal a very trying one, received us again and went through a second process of 
presentations with remarkable charm of manner. He does not impress one a3 a great 
administrator or as a man of remarkable strength of character, but as a figure-head in 
the new scheme of government by which the real power has been transferred from the 
Shah to a committee, which will probably shortly be transformed into the National 
Assembly, he undoubtedly is well chosen and fills his office with charm and dignity, 

‘The absence at the proceedings of the well-known faces of prominent courtiers 
who have done so much to bring about the collapse of Mohammad Ali’s corrupt 
autocratie rule, was very noticeable. . 

‘he two leaders who have brought about this great change did not. appear at the 
ceremony, though I believe they were present with the other Cabinet Ministers in 
another appartment of the town palace, where the audience took place. 

Thave, &e. 
G, BAROLAY. 


(31383) No. 517. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived August 20.) 

(No. 150.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 1, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 522 of the Ist ultimo, Ihave the honour to 
report that from a telegram received some time ago by my Russian colleague, it seems 
that the Russian Government would not view with favour the employment of Mr, New 
in the Persian Telegraph Administration, as proposed by the lato Minister of ‘Telegraphs. 
‘They say the post which it is proposed that Mx. New should fill is one which would 
xdye him control over all telegrams passing over Persian wires, and they, thorefore, 
think that it would be more suitably filled by someone of other than British or Russian 
nationality, e,g., by a Belgian. 

After ascertaining from Mr, Barker that the Indo-European Telegraph Department 
would prefer that the post, if it could not be filled by one of their mon, should bo held 

ersian, I told my Russian colleague that as the Russian Government saw 
objectio appointment, I thought it would be better not to raise the 
question with the new Minister of Telegraph, who would probably not, himself revort 
toit. at the same time made it clear to M. Sabline that when Mukhber-od-Dowleh 
asked us to lend him a man, we did not know that his duties would embrace more 
than the work for which his Excellency told us he was needed, viz., corresponding 
with the international bureau, &e. 
Thave, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 





No. 518. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 


_ Gulatek, August 7, 1909, 

T HAVE had the honour to receive your despatch No. 92 of the 28th June on the 
subject of the negotiations with the Mouin-ut-Tujjar regarding the,lease of the Shellilich 
property to Messrs, Lynch by Sheikh Morteza, 

‘Whe circumstances under which the proposal was made and accepted that the 
question of the ownership of the land at Shellilich should be referred to a Shari Court 
at Nejef are set forth in my despatch No. 65 of the 26th March, 

Subsequently I received a telegram from His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz, dated the 
12th May, stating that Messrs. Lyneh’s agent had informed him that Sheikir Mortoza 
vy aiNes NS the case being decided at Nejef, on grounds of expense an! inconvenience, 

1665! 
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desired that it should be referred to.a Court at Dizful, and asked that, if possible, a 
representative of the consulate should watch the case. I replied that I eould not now 
take any stops to modify the arrangement which had been proposed by Sheikh Morteza 
himself, and had been accepted by the Mouin-ut-Tujjar at my request ; 

‘As regards tho penultimate paragraph of the Persian Transport Company’s letter 
of the 17th June, I had heard from His Majesty’s consul at Ahwaz that Sheikh Morteza. 
proposed to continue the construction of buildings on the land in dispute, and I replied 
that should the works be forcibly stopped by the other party I could not interfere. 
‘The company is no doubt right in its opinion that Mouin-ut-Tujjar’s real object is to 
provent or delay the building of the company’s shed, but unfortunately the fact remains 
that the ownership of the land is disputed between two Persian subjects, and in such 
cases a foreign legation has no locus standi, Moreover, Mouin-ut-Tujjar has been 
porsnaded by the legation to accept. a mode of settlement for this long-standing dispute 
proposed by Sheikh Morteza himself, and it behoves the latter, in the interests of the 
‘company, to refrain now from tardy objections to the course agreed to. 

‘As regards the final paragraph, [ shall of course do all I properly ean to protect 
tho company’s interests, even if it takes possession of the premises before the question 




















of ownership is decided, but I am not sure how far I should be able to go in supporting 
‘a British company's possession of premises which it holds from a landlord whose title 





the time the company took possession was known to be in dispute. 
Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 
No, 152. 
Sir, Gulakek, August 10, 1909. 

SINCE the capture of Tehran by the Nationalist forces, government has been 
virtually in the hands of a committee of twenty-five, elected for the guidance of the 
Ministers by the Extraordinary Grand Council. 

‘A Cabinet, as well chosen as the lack of good! material permits, has been formed— 
on will be found in the monthly summary—but no Minister seems to 
venture upon action without the coneurrence of the committee. 

On tho whole the committee has conducted affairs 
speedily restored in the capital after the fighting was over, and so far it has been well 
maintained, though the predatory proclivities of the dispersed or disbanded troops of 
Shah Inve from time to time given ground for anxiety in the neighbouring 
districts. No date has yet been, fixed for the meeting of the assembly, but the 
committeo fully realise the necessity for its meeting without delay, and elections on 
tho basis of the new electoral law are already proceeding. > 

Tn the provinces generally the revolution has heen well received. In their present 
financial straits the Government havo not, of course, been able to take active measures 
towards suppressing the lawlessness prevalent in many districts, but as regards the 
chief provincial towns they haye sueceeded by means of urgent injunctions to would-be 
disturbors of tho peace in producing a détente, aud in some cases averting imminent 
disorders. They have also in large measure succeeded for the moment, by dint of 

ing advice to the local Anjumans, in quieting the anti-Russian agitation, which 
med at one time to be assuming disquieting proportions. In the choice of provincial 
governors the new Government has not been altogether happy. ‘The matter isa difficult 
fone on account of the unfortunate dearth of men in the governing class of honesty and 
strength of character. For the moment counsels aro divided as to whether it is better 
to appoint men who have been prominent in provineial administration in the past or to 
solect men who have only held minor posts. In favour of the former course it is said 
that the more prominent men are likely to have greater personal influence, and it is 
‘on personal influence that for a long time to come the Government must mainly rely 
for the maintenance of order in the provinces. On the other side, it is contended that 
it will be easier with men of less standing to break with the corrupt traditions of the 
past, It is duo to this difference of opinion that the post of governor-general of Fars 
remains unfilled, to the detriment of the province. Ain-ed-Dowleh had been appointed 
when it was found that the Kashgais would not accept Alned-Dowleh, but in the 
meantime Taizada had returned to Tehran, anid at once made his influence felt against 
the selection of a prince who is the embodiment of the old system which it is desired 
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to reform. The governorship of Tabresz has been another difficilty. Notwithstanding 
the representations of my Russian colleague, which I have supported, the Goverament 
persists in the appointment of Mukhber-es-Snltaneh, rather than Ala-ed-Dowleh, ‘The 
same objection applies to Ala-ed-Dowleh as to Ain-ed-Dowleh, but here at least it 
wwould have been wiser, in deference to the wishes of Russia, t0 waive any objections 
there may be to the employment of men of the old school. 

Tt is in this question of the choice of governors that I think the Government has 
been least judicions, though there are other matters which have provoked criticism, I 
notice, for instance, that M. Isvolsky mentioned to you as an unsatisfactory feature that 
Yeprim had been appointed prefect of police. Yeprim was the leading’ spirit of the 
force which accompanied Sipahdar from Resht. M. Isvolsky has stated that this man 
has committed crimes in Russia, However this may be—and there are many who 
would dispute the charge—his conduct of affairs in his present post has, to the Dest of 
my belief, been so far irreproachable, He is, I am told, anxious to resign and retire 
from Persia, but the Persian Government have persuaded him to remain for the present, 
His presence and that of other Caucasians who were also with Sipahdar’s force—thero 
now turn out to be no more than eighty of them—do certainly involve possibilities of 
danger if they are interfered with from outside, but my Russian colleague has so far 
wisely refrained from raising the question of their position, They have not yot shown 
themselves to be an clement of disorder, and any attempt on the part of Russia to 
arrest these men, even though some of them may be fugitives from Russian justice, 
would be to invite trouble. It would be well to leave the matter to the Porsian 
Government and to time, 

Other measures which have provoked criticism are the forced contributions 
alleged to have been levied on corrupt officials of the lato régime and the execution of 
Sheikh Feizullah and others, T have no. certain knowledgo that anyone has been 
squeezed, but supposing the allegations to be true, the methods by which theso mon 
have amassed fortunes render them fair game, besides which allowance must be mado 
for a Government which is almost entirely without ordinary sources of revenuo to 
draw upon. In the disorganised state of the provinces nothing is to be expected from 
the Maliat for a long time to come—indeod, much of that due for the current year has 
already been spent, and the other chief sources of revenue are heavily pledged. At 
tho ouitset the new Government raised with difficulty a loan from local merchants 
of 20,000 tomans, not 20,000/. as reported by error in my telegram: No, 627 of tho 
25th ultimo, but this sum is long ago exhausted, A fortnight ago a leading member 
of the committee told me in the course of a visit that the Government were indecided 
whether to have recourse to forced contributions or to make a request to the banks for 
accommodation, ‘There were objections to both courses ; the former would. mako a 
bad impression and provoke an ontery from thiose on the look-out for alarmist tales, 
while the latter would be incor ut with the repeated declarations in the past that 
no foreign of any kind would be recognised without the approval of the 

Since my friend’s visit it would appear, if the reports current are to be 

ernment has decided to follow the former course. ‘This may 
enable them to carry on for a time; but many of the men who deserve squeozing are 
under foreign protection, ‘This considerably reduces the fund available for such 
extortions, and I gather that the Government are likely to find themselyes compelled 
before the assembly meets to apply to the banks. 

‘he persons who have been exeonted aro Mufakher-ul-Mulk, Sani Hazret, Mir 
Hashem, Sh ‘eizlullah, and a certain adjutant bashi, ‘They were tried ‘by a 
special court, which has now been dissolved, and though the reports published of 
the trials are somewhat inadequate, it may be asserted with confidence that, with the 
exception of the adjntant bashi, against whom the principal charge was that he had 
opened the fire on the Medjliss on the occasion of the coup d’Btat last year, none of 
these men call for any pity. Mufakher-ul-Mulk, Sani Hazret, and Mir Hashem all had 
murders to their account. ‘This, perhaps, cannot be said of Sheikh Feizlullah, but 
ho has been one of the most unscrupulous enemies of the constitutional cause, and, 
though no proper account of his trial has appeared, he is believed to have boon 
plotting for the restoration of Mohammad Ali, The danger from such plots is very 
real in view of the presence of Russian troops at Kazvin, and that of the ex-Shah 
and his rascally suite at the Russian Legation, which together serve as a standing 
inducement to men like Sheikh Feizlullah to provoke an outrage upon foreigners in 
order to bring about foreign intervention, which the ex-Shah and. his entourage fondly, 
hope would set him again on the throne. Sheikh Feizlullab was a danger to his 
country, and Persia is well rid of him, 
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Before closing this despatch’ I should wish to touch very briefly on a matter 
which has been of some anxiety to me in the past few weeks. Shice the victory 
of the Nationalists it has again amd again been brought home to me how largely the 
recent revolution was a rebellion against Russian influence. ‘The conviction that 
the Shah was. Russian puppet counted for much in the almost universal hatred felt 
for him, and now that he has heen removed there is a general inclination to expect 
too much in the way of diminution of Russian influence, and there is disappointment 
and resentment that it cannot at once be shaken off. ‘On the other hand, Russian 
amourpropre is just now so sensitive that any manifestation of this resentment is 
particularly inopportune at this moment, Fortunately, Ihave found the Nationalists very 
ready to respond to my counsels of moderation, They chafe especially at having 
to respect Russian protection, which has been so freely granted to Persian subjects in 
the past. At this moment the new Government wish to proceed with a free hand 
against the late Mint-master, who is ono of the worst rascals in Persia, but they find 
that the man is a Russian-protected person. At any other time I should beg my 
Russian colleague to withdraw his protection from such a man, but on feeling my way 
T found that, in its prosont sensitive mood, the Russian Legation is little likely to be 
amenable to porsuasion in such amatter. ‘There are other questions, such as the treatment 
of the Cossack Brigade, where the conflict between the somewhat ambitious aspirations 
of the Nationalists and Russian influence has during the past few weeks made itself 
ovident ; byt common sense has prevailed with the new Government, and in no case 
has the question become anything like acute. Still it isone of the many difficulties 
ahead, It is to be hoped that the assembly will prove as reasonable as the committee, 
Thave, &e. 
@. BARCLAY. 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 
(No. 158.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 10, 1909. 

FROM the reports which I received from His Majesty's consul-general at Bagdad 
during the period immediately preceding the overthrow of the ex-Shah's Government, 
it was evident that the continued prosence of Russian troops in northern Persia had 
gone far to divert the attention of the heads of the Shiah religion in Mesopotamia 
from the abuses of the old rézime to the more general and fanatical grievance of 
alleged foreign occupation of Persia. Greatly exags a tion of the 
Russian troops both at ‘Tabreoz and Meslied were assiduon dat. the 
contres, and an agitation directed chielly against in the opinion of 
Colonel Ramsay, to be extended to all foreigners in. Persia, was vigorously formented 
‘at Kerbala and Nejef. ‘The messages which Colonel Ramsay aud the Ri s 
general at Bagdad wore instructed to make to the Ulema were met with non-comm 
roplies to both consuls-general, but Colonel Ramsay in int h representatives 
of the pi able to gather a clearer idea of thi ‘Their indignati 
at Russia was mingled with surprise thi fter having helped Persia in 
struggle for constitutional liberty, should now pi acquiesce in what they 
regarded a one more proof of Russia's traditional poliey of aggression. ‘They urged 
that England should do all in her power to free Persia from foreign occupation, 
averring that by her present attitude she was losing the trust and confidence which 
tho Persian people had for years folt towards her 

What the Uloma intended really to do is difficult to estimate. Tt now seems 
doubtful that their rumoured decision to come to Persia for the purpose of preaching 
a holy war was ever more than a threat, but without the realisation of this project the 
influence which they can exercise throughout Persia must be a menace to the 
maintenance of order, and one that may at any time become a real danger so long as 
the Russian occupation continues, ‘There is also to be reckoned with the authority of 
at least two of the Mujtehids over the Mahommedan population of the Caucasus, and 
their power to create trouble for Russia in this direction is one which cannot be 
ignored. 

Tlearn, however, from Lieutonant-Colonel Ramsay's 
accession of the new Shah the excitement at Kerbala and Nejef has somewhat abated, 
and a telegram from the Grand Vizier informing the Mujtehids of the declaration of 
the Russian Government to the Powers that her troops will be withdrawn as soon as 
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they are n0 longer needed for the protection of foreigners, and advising them. to do 
trhat lies in their power to restore peace in Persia, appears to have had a tranquilising 
effect. 





Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 





[32492] No. 521. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 
as Gulahek, August 12, 1909. 


I HAVE the hononr to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which T have 
received from His Majesty’s acting consul-general at, Tabreez regarding the reception 
Of the news of the overthrow of the ex-Shah’s Government and its effect upon the 
general situation at that place. 

Thave, &e 


""@. BARCLAY. 


Se , 
Tnelosure in No. 521. 


Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 23.) 2 
Sir, _ Pabrees, July 25, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 171 of the 21st instant, 1 have the honour to 
report that the abdication of Muhammed Ali Shah was welcomed here with general 
satisfaction by all classes, who dislike and distrust him beyond hope of a reconciliation, 

On the 22nd July Tjlal-wl-Mulk, the acting governor, gave an official reception in 
honour of the accession of Sultan Ahmed Shah, and since then festivities, illuminations, 
and fireworks have been the order of the day and night. : 

Sattar and Bagher Khan, who left the Turkish Consulate-General on tho 10th July, 
immediately after the arrival of the new consul-general, Remsi Bey, in order to prepare 
for their departure with the outgoing consul-general, Muhammed Ali Boy, have 
changed their riinds. since the coup d’Htat, Muhammed Ali Boy left on the 
22nd instant without Sattar and Bagher, who are at present keeping quict in their 
houses, and have apparently abandoned all idea of leaving the country. AU tho 
respectable nationalists are anxious to got rid of them, and it is most desirable that they 
should be removed on some pretext. ‘There is in Tabreez a strong party of moderate 
nationalists who, if Sattar and Bagher were removed, might be able to overcome the 
undesirable elements, consisting mainly of armed fedais, ee 

‘The anti-Russian agitation, never serious, has collapsed for the present, and it is 
unlikely to become general unless the Russian troops are not withdrawn after, the 
arrival of the governor-general with sufficient escort, or unless the military authorities 
break out again, Since the Hukmabad incident they have Kept fairly quich, having. 
probably received strict orders to restrain their activity. ‘The behaviour of the private 
soldiers continues to be, on the whole, exemplary, and the charges made against them 
of unveiling women or pilfering in’ the bazaars are either quite untrue or much 


































































































had the required effect, and the prisoners were released. Such interference and the 
insolence of the fedais, many of whom, disguised as police, continue to remain armed, 
made Ijlal’s position so difficnlt that at one time he was hardly prevented from 
resigning. His resignation would not, perhaps, have been distasteful to Mr. Miller, 
who had been urging the necessity of bringing in Samad Khan as acting governor. 
Fortunately, since the coup d’Btat, Ijlal’s position has been somewhat easier. 

‘The appointment of Mulhber-es-Sultaneh as governor-goneral has caused general 
satisfaction, for he has the reputation of being a strong and enlightened man. He is 
apparently coming direct from Berlin vid Julfa, but it is to be hoped that a strong escort 
for him will be dispatched from Tehran as soon as possible ; otherwise he will be unable 
to suppress the fedais in ‘Tabreez, much less restore order in the province, 

Mhe stato of the provinee is very unsatisfactory, and, with the exception of the 
Tulfa road, the roads axe very unsafe, The Shahsevans have plundered all along the 
Tehran road between Mianoh, and Haji Agha, as well as the country round Ardebil. 
Muhammed Kuly Khan, a Shahsevan chief and famous smuggler, having been 
appointed deputy-governor of Ardebil by Siptiar, entered the town with is tribas- 
mai, who indulged in general loting.” Numbers of people including the royalist 
governor, Rashid-ul-Mulk, took refuge in the Russian Consulate, and Muhammed Kuly 
was loft in possession of the town. However, the arrival of 100 Russian Cossacks 
appears to have put an end to the disorders in the town. In Karadagh some fighting 
has been going on between the Shahseyan and Rahim Khan, in which the honours 
appear to have been divided. ‘The two parties have now patched up a reconciliation. 

‘The. situation is just as bad all along the ‘Turkish frontier. 'The Turks have 
completely cut off Uramia from communication with the outside world. ‘They have 
blocked all the roads, and even prevent telegraphic communication from being 
ro-established. Mr, Miller and myself have made representations to Remsi Bey on the 
subject, but I fear no improvement ean be expected until we take up the frontier 
question again, Agha Boy, the new Turkish consul, has replaced the notorious Peter 
Bllow at Urumia. ‘There aro 150 ‘Turkish troops in Dilan, and the same number in 
Urumia, as well as few small detachments in the surrounding country. ‘The Urumia 
deputation is still at Tabreez, having made little progress in the accomplishment of its 

i Muhtashomes-Sultanch told mo a few days ago that he hoped to get out of 

ng. to Uruunia, but I think ho is really anxious to 40, although he will not leave without 

¥y and an escort, He is not a suitable man for the post, as he is a recognised 

Murcophobo, and the ignominious treatment he suffered at the hands of the fedais 
when lately governor there is not likely to strengthen his authorit 

e most cordial, and his presence here at this moment 

isa godsend, With tho fre dents arising ont of the Russian occupation 

‘and tho genoral uncortai iable colleague might have been tho cause of 

ouch trouble, At the same time, while not abandoning the traditional Russian policy 

hore, his attitude towards the Persians is in marked contrast to that of his predecessor, 

and ho treats, thom with a courtesy which they have not experienced for many years 

from the Russian representa j 
Thave, &e. 
W. A. SMART. 
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Sir G. Barely to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 
156.) 
. 2 Gulahek, August 12, 1909. 
[HAVE the honour to forward copy of the pretocol mentioned in my telegram 
No. 651 of the 5th August. 

1 not trouble you with the wearisome negotiations which preceded the 
conclusion of this arrangement. Tt will suffice to say that in the early stages my 
Russian colleague and Theld as much as possible aloof, leaving the questions of the 
surrender of the Crown jewels and of the ex-Shah’s civil list to be dealt with between 
His Majesty's entourage and representatives of the Persian Government, and that it 
was only when matters had reached a deadlock between them—the ex-Shah refusing to 
give up a large part of the jewels—that we formally intervened. It was obviously in 
the highest degree desirable that Mohammed Ali’s stay in Persia should be cut short, 
and we therefore decided to bring pressure to bear on both parties to come to an 
arrangement. Part of the jewels were ‘among His Majesty’s effects at the Russian 
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Legation, and, unless they:were to be taken from him by force, it was necessary to bring 
the Persian Government to make somo concession in regard to the civil list. ‘The sum 
originally offered (25,000 tomans a-year) was small, even making allowance for Persia's 
poverty, and it would have left His Majesty largely dependent on Iussia, which had 
promised him a weleome. In response to our pressing advice the committee consented 
to increase it to 75,000 tomans on the conditions set forth in the protocol. 

On his side the ex-Shah has now, yielding to our pressure, surrendered for 
inspection certain boxes which contain a portion at least of the missing jewels, I have 
not yet heard the result of this inspection, but it is to be feared that a good many of 
the jewels claimed by the Government as Grown property will be found to have been 
pawned or sold. Tn this ease the representatives of the two Powers aro bound to do 
their best to secure from His Majesty the pawntickets and full particulars, I trust 
that the Persian Government, in its desire to see the Inst of His Majesty, will not be 
too exacting on this point. 

Tam glad to see that the Russian Government have no idea of delaying matters 
until the assembly has sanctioned the 75,000 tomansa-year, Before affixing our signatures 
we shall insist on those of the Cabinct using as leverage the stipulation for His 
Majesty's early departure, and if we obtain them the assembly will find it difficult. to 
repudiate the arrangement. 

‘There are other questions, of course, to be settled in connection with the ex-Shah's 
‘money matters, such as his claim to arrears of civil list and his debts to the two banks, 
but these can be arranged after he has left, His claim to arrears of civil list is in 
Jarge part for the period during which he has been ruling as. an autocrat, and as such 
is not likely to be admitted by the Persian Government. Ho is said to owe 1,500,000 
tomans to the Russian Bank, and he owes some 150,000 tomans to the Imperial Bank of 
Persia. ‘The former debt is secured on His Majes ‘ato property, and the latter 
was passed by Mohammed Ali during the post-Medjliss régime asa Government debt. 
If the assembly repudiate it, it will be worth considering whether wo cannot obtain 
repayment for the bank from the 75,000 tomans a-year assigned to His Majesty. 

Thaye, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 


Tnelosure in No, 622, 
Protocol dated 2st July (3rd August), 1909, 


EN but d'accélérer le départ de Perse de Sa Majesté Mohammad Ali 
h_ de Perse, qui se trouve actuellement sous la protection des Lagati 
d'Angleterre et de Russie, les représentants du Gouvernement persan et les repré- 
Sontants des deux légations ont dressé d'accord le protocole suivant, sujet i une 


tatification du Gouvernement persan, duno part, et des deux représentants des deux 
Puissances, de Vautre:— 


Article 1. Mohammad Ali Mirza délivrera au Gouvernement persan tons les 
bijoux et autres objets de la Couronne qui restent encore en su possession. Les bijoux 
4 rendre seront déterminés apris une investigation faite dans la présence des déléguds 
des deux légations, 

Art. 2. Mohammad Ali Mirza délivrera an Gonvernement persan tous los 
documents quiil posséde concernant les bijoux de la Couronne engagés dans les 
banques ou autres maisons de préts contre des avances faites A Sa Majesté Le 
Gouvernement persan pourra, selon son gré, racheter ses bijoux engagts, 

Art. 3. Le Gouvernement persan assignera 1 Mohammad Ali Mirza une pension 
annuelle de 75,000 tomans, payables chaque semestre d’avance par Ventremise de la 
Banque d’Escompte de Perse & Téhéran. 

Art, 4. Le Gouvernement persan, aprés avoir dressé une liste de tous les. bijoux, 
‘et autres objets dont il a pris livraison, présentera aux deux légutions une liste de ce 
qui manque, et les deux légations obtiendront de Mohammad Ali Mirza des explications 
précises, avec tons les détails possibles, sur le sort de ces bijoux et autres objets, et 
en cas que quelques-uns de ceux-ci se trouveraient entre les mains de Sa Majesté 
elle-méme, ou des personnes de son entourage qui se trouvent en bast. la Légation do 
Russie, ou que les détails donnés soient inexactes, les deux légations feront ce qu'il 
leur sera possible pour obtenir leur restitution, 

Art, 5. Si, A partir de la date du présent protocole, il serait prouvé par-devant les 
tribunanx des doux légations que Sa Majeste Mohammad Ali Mirza aurait vendu A 
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partir de cette date des bijoux ou autres objets de a Couronne, le montant de telle 
Vente sera déduit de sa pension par le Gouvernement persan. 

‘Art. 6, Mohammad Ali Mirza quittera Téhéran pour Vétranger aussitot que 
possible, mais pas plus tard que dans quinze jours A partir de la date du présent 
protocole. 


Fait  Zerguendé le 3 aofit, 1909 (s.s.) (21 juillet, 1909 (v.s.) ). 


VOSSOUGH-ED-DOULEH, 
HUSSEIN KULI, 
DR. IBRAHIM, 
DR. HAKIM-UL-MULK, 
Members of Extraordinary Committee, 
ASSADULLAH (MUSHAR-ESSULTANEH), 
‘Acting Minister for Foréign Affairs. 
MOVASSAK-ED-DOULEH, 
Minister of the Court. 
@. P. CHURCHILL. 
‘A, BARANOWSKY. 








[92495] No. 523, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 


(No.167,) 
ir, Gulakek, August 13, 1909. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 140 of the 16th July, I have the honour to 
tranamit to you herewith copy of a further memorandum by Major Stokes in regard to 
the Bakhtiatis and the constitution 
Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 








Inclosure in No, 523. 





Memorandum by Major Stokes respecting the Bakhtiaris and the Constitution, July and 


ugust 1909, 








ON the 4th July Salar-i-Jung, with 200 royalist Bakhtiaris, left Kashan for'Tehran. 
‘Thoy left the Kum ond at Kaleh, and made straight for Robat Karim. 

On the 5th July the British and Russian consuls-general at Tspahan called on 
Samsam-es-Sultanch, and, in aggordance with instructions from their legations, conveyed 
to him a warning similar to that sont to Sardar-i-Assad the day before, 

On the 6th July Samsam-es-Sultanch, accompanied by Sardar-i-Mubtasham and 
Mutamid+i-Khakan, who, though not a Bakhtiari, appears to possess the confidence of 
the khans, met the two consuls-genoral, and, after an interview lasting two hours, 
agreed to send telegrams to Kerbela and to the nationalists at Constantinople, Tabreez, 
Ail othes towne informing them of the warning bbs hud recetyed, Gelart-Muscad (Mabdb 
Kuli Khim, son of Sardar-i-Zafar) left Ispahan for Tehran with 140 men. One hundred 
nd twenty of the royalist force from Kashan took refuge in the shrine at Kum, refusing 
to yo to Tehran, 

On the 7th July Samsam-es-Sultanch sent most of the telegrams he had undertaken 
to ond the day befire. 

On the Sth July Samsam-es-Sultaneh received a reply from Constantinople to the 
oftyet that the object of the constitution was to maintain the independence of Persia, 
which foreigners for their own objects were seeking to belittle, If success was not 
obtained at Tehran in a day or two Persia was lost. ‘The neighbouring tribes should be 
warned that Persia and Islam were in danger. 

On the 9th July Sardar-i-Mubtasham and Sardar Babadur left Ispahan for Tehran 
with 450 to.600 men, Zargham-es-Sultaneh, with 400 men, and Salar-iMasoud, with 
400, reached Kashan, Sardar-i-Motazid, with the royalist force from Kashan, left Kum 
for ‘Tehran, Tn villages near Kum his men disarmed a number of Bakhtiaris sent by 
Surdar-i-Assad to collect taxes. 

On the loth July Zargham-es-Sultanch marched from Kashan by Naizar, and 
Sular-iMasoud from Kasban by Kuhrud, for Tehran. Sardar-i-Motazid and the royalist 
foroe passed Kal-i-Mubammad Ali Khan, A fight took place between royalist and 
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nationalist Bakhtiaris near Tehran, the former being Amiri-Mufakham’s men, A blood 
feud has thus been started which may have important consequences in the future, 

On the 11th July a telegram for Sardar-i-Muhtasham from Amir-i-Mufalham 
reached Ispaban. Tt told him of the fighting on the previous day, and warned him that 
things were becoming serious, and he had better take heed for himself, 

‘rom the 13th July to the 16th July fighting took place at Tehran, in which the 
Amir-i-Mufalham's men alone of the Bakhtiaris took part on the royalist side, Sardar-i 
Motazid’s force of Persian infentry and Salar-i-Jung’s Bakhtiaris reached Tehran on the 
15th, but took no part in the fighting. After the fighting was over the royalist 
Bakhtinris withdrew to the hills north of Tehran, where they entrenched themselves, 
‘A meeting of the khans, the royalists excepted, decided that, all things considered, it 
was best to patch up the quarrel, and after much negotiation this was done, and Ami 
Mufakham left for the Bakhtiar! country early in August. Few people, Bakhtiar 
included, bélieve that the peace will be a lasting one, the Bakhtiari idea being that 
blood feud cannot be allowed to end in this manner. 

‘On the 15th July Salar-i-Masoud’s contingent reached Kum; that of Sardar-i- 
Muhtasbam and Sardar Bahadur left Kashan. 

On the 17th July the latter contingent reached Kum. 

On the 18th July Samsam-es-Sultanch was appointed Governor of Ispaban, Orders 
were sent by Sardar-i-Assad, as Minister of the Interior, to patrol the road, Sardar-i 
Muhtasham being placed in charge of the section Tehran-Kashan, and Samsam-es- 
Saltanch of that from Kashan to lapahan, At a lange mecting held in the mosque at 
Kum, Sardar-i-Muhtasham read a telegram announcing the deposition of Muhammad 
‘Ali Shah and the accession of Sultan Ahmad Shah, Four thousand tomans were handed: 
to him on behalf of the town. 

‘On the 19th July Sardar-i-Muhtasham and Sardar Bahadur, with their contingent, 
loft Kum for Tehran, which they reached a few days Inter. Salar-i-Masoud’s force also 
reached Tebran about the same time, 

On the 28th July Samsam-es-Sultanch received a telegram from the Anjuman-i- 
Saadat at Constantinople saying that Zil-ee-Sultan was trying to become Regent, and 
this must bo prevented. wacoing: seoma unnécoseary, os Sardate-Avead, when ¢h6 
question of appointing Zil-os-Sultan Governor-General of Fans arose, declared that if the 
Appointment was insisted on he would resign the Ministry of the Interior and retire to 
thE Balti’ country with all his mon. ft is to be remombered that Sardar-i-Aasad's 
father was murdered by Zil-es-Sultan when a guest in the latter's house at Ispahan. 

In all about 2,600 to 3,000 Bakhtiaris have como to ‘Tehran in the last month, of 
whom the greater number are still here, Ttis difficult to get at the exact numbors, ua 
they are billeted all over the town in caravanserais and stables. A suggestion that 
they should all camp outside the town was rejected by the khans, who do not wish the 
exact numbers of their men to become known. 
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Tehran, August 12, 1909. 
(32496) No. 524, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 
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ir, Gulahek, August 13, 109. 


* T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the usual monthly suinmary of 
events in Persia for the last four weeks. 
Thave, &e. 


G, BARCLAY, 





Tnclosure in No. 524, 





Monthly Summary No. 8-—(June 19 to August 6, 1909.) 


. Tehran. 


SAAD-ED-DOWLEH'S Cabinet resigned on the 24th June, owing to panic caused 
by news of te aavanee on ‘Tehran of the nationalist forees from Ispshan and Kazvin, 
(1665. 4K 
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‘The Shah, however, asked the Ministers to retain office temporarily, which they did, and 
the two legations sent their dragomans to enjoin “solidarity” upon several of the 
Ministers, especially Farman Farma, who were acting in a very foolish manner. 

The British and Russian consuls-goneral at Ispahan arrived at Kum on the 26th 
to urge Sardar Assad to abandon his advance on Tehran. ‘They returned to their 
posts a fow days later, and subsequent events showed that their mission had failed. 

On the 28th the Sipahdar’s mixed force of Caucasians and Persians from Resht 
and Keavin arrived at Yengiclmam, 45 ules frore ‘Tehron, within 20 miles of the 
Cossack post established four days ‘before at Kerej under the command of Captain 
Zapolsky. The question of the attitude of the Russian officers of the Persian Cossack 
brigade had by this time become one of some importance, and it transpired that Colonel 
Liakhoff had received instructions “ to protect the Shah and to take the field.” 

On the Ist July Sardar Assad advanced from Kum much to the surprise of 
evoryone, a8 it was thought that the serious warming given to him by the two legations 
would doter him. At Tehran the bazaars were closed, and a general exodus from town 
to the country began, 

‘The following day the British and Russian representatives had a painful audience 
of the Shah at Sultanetabad, when he was told that he should have followed the advice 
of the two Powers sooner, that they had done what they could, and would continue to 
use their influence to bring about a pacific solution of the present orisis. ‘The Shah 
vas dignified in hip atttudo, and id otros the quertion ot te guarantees given 
to him. 

On the 3rd and 4th July important developments occurred : Sardar Assad arrived 
at Robat Kerim, somo 40 miles from Tehran, and the Cossacks were ordered to retire 
from. Koroj, which was followed by a forward movement by Sipahdar, who occupied 


























oro), 

Sooing that, tho two commanders wore rapidly drawing their forces nearer to the 
capital, tho British and Russian representatives decided, in pursuance of instruetions 
from their Governments, to send a delegate each to the two leaders. Mr. Churchill 
and M. Romanowsky wore sent to the Sardar Assad, while Major Stokes and 
AL Baronowsky went to see Sipahdar, ‘They loft at 1 a.bt. on the dth July, but the 
latter party found, on arriving at Shahabad, 15 miles from the town, to which place 
tho Cossacks had retired, that a body of Sipahdar’s men were attacking. them, ‘They 
wero actually fired at by tho Cossacks, and had to retiro, ‘This engagemont appears to 
have, boon merely ono of outposts, and the Cossacks held their ground inflicting 
considerable loss to the opponents, from whom they captured one gun, The delegates 
from the two legations delivered their messages to the two commanders respectively, 
nd, though the language used was of the strongest, and warned them that thir notion 
might lead to foroign intervention, it produced no effect whatever. 

On the 6th July the Russian Legation announced to the Persian Government that 
4 force of Russian troops was on its way to Kazvin, not to interyeno in the strugale 
thon proceeding, but to be at the disposal of the Russian Legation for the protection of 
Russian and other foreign lives and property 

On the 9th July Sipahdar left Kero} with about 1,000 mon, outflanked the Cossacks 
who remained posted at Shahabad, and advanced in a south-easterly direction towards 
Robat Kerim, from whence Sardar Assad had advanced to meet him with about 
1,200 Bakhtiaris. Notwithstanding a treacherous attempt to surprise the fedai under 
Sipahiar, which was clumsily made by Amir Mufakham, the royalist Bakhtiari chief, 
tho tivo nationalist forces joined hands, and for three days maintained their position 
against sevore artillery 

On tho night of the 
tho opposing Cossacks and irrogulars. Owing to what 
































































proceeded to the Bahari 
reached practically without opposition, ‘The soldiers on duty 
houses were disarmed without difficulty, though two or three 
wounded at the guard-house opposite the main A column which 
descended the logation street towards the Artille: Square was fired upon, by soldiers 
posted in the square, the various sates of which were immediately closed.” 

‘Tho threo northern and three eastern gates of the town were immediately taken 
possession of hy the Bakhtiaris, but the three Western gates remained in the hands of 








men were killed and 
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‘the Cossacks. During the course of the morning Captain Zapolsky with 400 Cossacks 
under him entered the town by one of these gates and joined Colonel Liakhoff, who 
was throughont at the Cossack barracks in the western part of the town with 400 men, 
‘The remaining 300 Cossacks, under Captain Peribinoszeff, went to Sultanetabad to 
protect the Shah, who had besides some 2,000 men under Amir Bahadur who had talon 
no part whateyer in the hostilities. 

Throughout the three days on which hostilities lasted, viz., 13th, lath, and 
15th July, the Cossacks remained on the defensive in and around their barracks, while 
an irregular force of some 500 absolutely undisciplined men held the gun square; the 
main force, under Sipahdar and Sardar Assad, held the rest of the town, with their 
headquarters at the Baharistan, whilst a determined body of fedai crept gradually as 
close to the barracks as possible, using their Mausers with great. effect. and throwing 
bombs at night. 

On the 14th the Shah declared that he intended to stake his. all on a determined 
combined attack on the town by all the forces at his disposal and to take refuge at the 
Russian Legation if it failed. The attack proved a complete failure. Captain 
Peribinoszelf shelled the Baharistan quarter from the hills near Kast-i-Kajar, which 
covered an attack by some of tho irregulars on the Dockantapeh gato, Tho Bakhtiari, 
however, appeared in such force to defend that approach that the attacking party fled 
in confusion, while the bombardment produced no impression whatover. Colonel 
Liakhoff endeavoured to shell tho Baharistan at the same time, but the range must havo 
been most inaccurate as a number of the shells exploded ovor the Imperial Bank 
without doing much harm, 

‘The Shah was assured by his Porsian officers that victory might still be his, and, 
consequently, the following day (the 15th July) further attompts wore made by his 
irregulars to attack the gates, but the Cossacks remained entirely on the defensive, 
Every attack was, however, repulsed with sovere loss to the royalists, During the aay 
4 sinall number of the royalist Bakhtiari contrived to reach @ house near tho British 
Legation, and a great deal of firing went on between them and tho fedai, 

‘The total casualties aro unknown, but probably did not exceed 300. 

On the 16th July the Shah took refuge at. the Russian Legation under a joint 
Anglo-Russian guard, and the dragomans of the two legations were sent to town to 
make terms between the nationalist leaders and Colonel Liakhoft, which thoy succeeded 
in doing. The same day the Cossacks began to fraternise with the Bakhtiari and 
fedai, aud by the following day normal conditions had been re-established in the town, 

An extraordinary grand council was then formed at the Baharistan, and on tho 
17th the council proclaimed Mohammed Ali’s deposition and tho enthronement of the 
Valiahd as Sultan “Ahmed Shab, Azad-ul-Mulk was temporarily appointed. to, be 
Regent, and the following Cabinet was formed as a provisional 
the convocation of the National Assembly : 


Minister of W; 
» » Tater 




















jovernmont pending 











7 os Sipahdar, 
« Sardar Assad, 









» _y Foreign Affairs Naser-ul-Mulk, 
» — » Finance te ++» Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek, 
» — » Sustice - +. Farman Fara, 
» _ Education, &. Sani-ed-Dowleh, 
» —» Court Muvassak-ed-Dowleh, 





»» Telegraphs and Posts <., Sardar Mansur. 

A telegram was sent to Nasor-ul-Mulk inviting him to return to Persia immediately 
to take up his post, and in the interim the Under-Secretary for Foreign Allaire, 
Mushar-es-Sultanch, was given official charge of the Foreign Office, and tho legations 
wore informed accordingly. 

Several other minor appointments were made including the notorious lender of the 
reputed Caucasian revolutionaries, known as Yoprem, who became chief of police. 
Ala-ed-Dowleh, who had arrived at Tehran a fow days before, was appointed governor. 
general of Fars, and Mukhber-es-Sultaneh, who was still in Europe, was summoned 
Back and told to go direct to Tabrecs tb tyke over the government of Azerbaijan, 
which he held at the time of the last coup d’Htat in June 1908. Samsam-es-Sultanch 
was confirined as governor of Ispahan. 

Saad-ed-Dowleh and Mukliber-ed-Dowlch took refuge at the British legation, but 
seeing that there was no likelihood of their being interfered with they left after a day 
or two for their homes, but Saad-ed-Dowleh has since placed himself under Russian 
protection. 
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‘The provisional Government having officially notified the legations of the change 
of Sovereign, the British and Russian legations signified their recognition of Sultan 
‘Ahmed Shah and the other legations followed suit. 

‘The town was illuminated on the 2st July and the 22nd and newspapers began 
to reappear. 

On the 26th Mufakher-ul-Mulk, the notorious reactionary agent of the exShah, 
was captured, and two days later, after trial by a special court, he was shot at the 
Bagh-i-Shab. ‘The same court also tried three other prominent reactionaries, including 
Sani Hezret, the leader of the armed roughs employed by Mohammed Ali, and Sheikh 
Fazlullah, the reactionary chief Mollah, who had done somuch against the constitutional 
régime, and they were publicly hanged in the artillery square. Several arrests were 
also made, including Haji Majd-ed-Dowleh, K.C.M.G., and Amir Nizam, the ex-Minister 
of Finance. 

Tn the meantime steps were taken by the nationalist committee, which seemed to 
be managing affairs, and of which Hussein Kuli Khan, ©.B., is the leading spirit, to 
take possession on behalf of the Government of the crown jewels and other property 

hich Mohammed Ali had taken to the Russian legation. A large portion of these 
jewols was taken over without much trouble, but Mohammed Ali endeavoured to retain 
‘a considerable quantity. The committee offered to give the ex-Shah 5,000. per 
mui as @ pension, but after lengthy negotiations carried on with them by the two 
legations, a protocol was signed on the 3rd August by which the ex-Shah is to receive 
15,0001, a-year, hand over all the jewels and leave ‘Tehran at latest by the 17th August. 
The remaining jewels were handed over the following day. 

On the SIst July Sultan Ahmed Shah, supported by the Regent who acted as 
pokettuan fon HaiMajoaty who is only about 18 years of bgo,thald his Gret reception of 
the corps diplomatique. 

Colonel Liakholf left Tehran for Russia on the 4th Aug 
likely that he will return. 

Mohammed Ali brought with him to, the Russian legation most of his reactionary 
following, including Amir Bahadur. Naib-es-Sultaneh had preceded his nephey 
days before. A number of the Silakhori and other irregulars also pitched their tents 
in the grounds outside the legation walls and were removed with difficulty. Some of 
them attempted to loot villages in the vicinity, and a force of Bakhtiari had to be sent 
up from town to disperse them, 

ormil conditions have now been restored, and the elections for 15 members of 
amont for the Tehran district are proceeding on the basis of the Electoral Law 
Jy elaborated under the old régime. 
Zil-os-Sultan arrived at Resht and loft for Tehran on the 5th August, but was 
stopped at Menjil, ‘Taki Zadé arrived at Tohiran on tho Gth August. 
G. P. CHURCHILL, Oriental Secretary, 
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Gulahek, August 6, 1909. 





Tabrees. 


1. On 22nd July two detachments of Russian Cossacks, each consisting of one 
officer and fourteon men left Tabreez to map the country in the direction of Soujbulak 
and of Mianch, ‘They returned about a fortnight later. 

2, Towards tho end of July His Majesty's acting consul-general gathered from 
conversations he had with General Snarski and other officers that there was some 
likelihood of the Russian troops remaining at Tabreoz for the winter. In reporting 
this to His Majesty's Minister, he urged that the Persian Government should at once 
send governor with a force capable of keeping oner, so as to leave no excuse for the 
Russian troops remaining at Tabreoz, Mukhber-es-Sultanch, who has heen appointed 
governor-general of Azerbaijan, has not yet reached Tabreez from Europe. The local 
assembly of Tabreez is anxious that Samad Khan, a tribal Chief, and late 
Shah's generals, should be dismissed from the governorship of Maraga. 
‘good governor, and his is the only tranquil district in J 
advised that he should be left in his post. 






























Ardebil. 





1, The Russian Government having informed the Persian Government on the 
Ist August that unless a strong governor with a suitable escort was dispatched to 
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Ardebil by the 4th August they would themselves send troops in to keep order. 
Fath-es-Sultan was on the 2nd August appointed governor, and has started from the 
neighbourhood of Tabreez for Ardebil. 


Resht, 


1. Three Russian transports reached Enzeli on the 9th July, and three on the 
10th July, and Janded troops. On the 10th, 625 Cossacks left Resht for Kazvin, ‘The 
boycott of Russian goods begun on the 10th was abandoned the next day, but. some 
merchants telegraphed to Russia cancelling large orders for Russian goods, . Protests 
against the Russian action were addressed to the consulates at Resht, to the legations 
at Tehran, and to the British public. ‘The armed supporters of the nationalist causo 
laid down their arms. On the 13th about 1,000 infantrymen and four guns left 
Enveli for Resht, ‘The Cossacks were accused of having cut the telegraph wire near 
Rudbar. They reached Kazvin on the 16th July. ‘the infantry. left Resht on tho 
15th; they were accused of uprooting eighteen telegraph poles, ‘Tho telegraph wire 
was cut at Yangi Imam. Three more transports reached Enzeli on the 19th July, 
from one of which supplies were landed next day in charge of 169 commissarint 
ersonnel. On the 3rd Angust fifty Russian soldiers landed at Enzoli, and His 
lajesty’s vice-consul was informed that more were to come in small detachments, 

2, Events at Tehran gave pleasure to the people of Resht generally. Very strong 
feeling, however, still prevailed against Russia, 

3, Taki Zadeh passed through Resht on his way from Tabreez to ‘Tehran on 
tho 3rd August. 


Astrabad, 


___ 1. The nows of the abdication of Muhammad Ali Shah was received with great 
joy. ‘The town was illuminated for three nights, ad salutes wero fired. 


Meshed, 





murtin, manager of the Russian bank, left for Tabreex on transfor early in 
duly Budolevich, who was removed from Tabreez a few months ago at the 
instance of the Russian consul-general, and who acted for M. Courtin, lett on the 
2st July. In the few weeks he was at Meshed he started a policy. hostile to the 
Imporial bank. It appears that a short time ago the local manager of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia was informed confidentially by the local manager of the Russian bank 
that the latter intends to closo its branch in Seistan on account of the useless 
expenditure at present incurred by it. ‘The Russian bank wished to know on what 
terms the Imperial bank would take over its business in Seistan, 

2. Quiet lias prevailed at Meshed since the reconciliation reported in last summary. 
‘The change of Sovereigns was celebrated by illuminatious and rejoicings on an 
extravagant seale, Extraordinary demonstrations of gratitude to His Majesty's 
consulate-general were noted. ‘The local. press was full of gratitude to the consul- 
general, and of compliments to British policy. In this connection all consuls haye been 
instructed by His Majesty’s Minister to combat the idea that. the recont rovolution was 
in any way a victory of British over Russian policy. Major Sykes expressos the opinion 
that the presence of a second sotnia of Cossacks is no longer necessary. 
_.. 3 An attempt was made to start a boycott of Russian goods at Meshed, Major 
‘Sykes took steps, with success, to have this stopped. He reports that Prince Dabija, 
whose attitude towards him was temporarily somewhat improved by instructions {rom 
his legation to co-operate with his British colleaguo, is now working hard against him, 
and is much upset at Russian intervention not being justified. 




















‘Turbat-i-Haidari, 


1, Twelve Russian Cossacks arrived from Karej on the 26th June, On the 
11th July four arrived from Meshed, of whom three were to go to, Karej, one remaining 
at Turbat. On the 12th July four arrived from Birjand for hom vid Kare}. 
2, Baron Tcherkassof, the new Russian Consul for Seistan, arrived from Meshed 
‘on the 29th June. He left for Birjand-on the 4th July with thirteen Cossacks. 
[1665 4L 
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Seistan. 


1. Dr, Kosminsky informed Major Kennion that the Seistan vice-consulate had been 
permanently extended to embraco Kain, which had consequently been separated from 
‘Turbat. It will remain a vice-consulate, but Baron Tcherkassof will have the rank and 
status of consul, Neither he (Dr. Kosminsky) or Dr. Otto, at Seistan, had any powers. 
‘The flag was flown over his house because the consular escort was there. 

‘There is much feeling against the Russians at Birjand owing to their t 
entering Persia, and because they have, so it is believed, helped the Shah. Dr. Kose 
minsky told Major Kennion that though he had many friends in Birjand it was now 
quite disagreeable for him to come into the place, as Russians were regarded by every 
one in the most unfriendly way, ‘The worst of it was, he said, that he was unable to 
givo any adequate reply to his friends’ outspoken criticism of Russian action. 








Tspakan, 


1, In consequence of excesses of all kinds committed by Bakhtiaris, the British and 
Russian consulsgeneral early in July addressed strong notes to the Persian Foreign 
Office agent. ‘This led to the disinissal of the chief of the police, who was replaced by 
Gharib Khan, ‘The latter has displayed much energy in keeping order, Samsam-o6- 
Sultanch has also taken steps to this end, He published a proclamation to the effect 
that any Bakhtiari extorting money from the townspeople or molesting women would 
bo vory severely dealt with, and another forbidding any firing in town. ‘The honse of 
any offender was to be pulled down. Tspahan has consequently remained quiet. 

2, ‘The entry of the nationalist forces into Tehran on tho 13th July was announced 
to Tapahan the same day by the firing of guns. ‘The bazaars wero illuminated for two 
evenings, On the 16th, nows was received of the Shah's having taken refuge in the 
Russian Legation, and on the 18th the appointinent of Samsam-es-Sultanch as governor 

ian was announced, A day or two later Agha Nourullab, who had 
tho pre-eminence of the cle 
ably. ‘There i bl 
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and in tho evening thero were illun 
Khans wore on that evening the guests of the Armenian Archimandrite. Mr. Grahame 
roports that events at Toh i 
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from brigandage, ‘The Ahwaz road was reported at the end of July to be very unsafe—- 
two large robberies of caravans having recently taken place. 


4, The elections for the national assembly began on the 20th July, and were to- 
close on the 12th Au, ss ent 
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Yez 


1, Lhe condition of the roads to Yezd did not improve during July. ‘They were 
still frequented! by large bodies of robbers, and numbers of robberies were reported. 
‘The postal service was very irregular. Tn the town and suburhs the Parsees and Jews 
suffered continual annoyance at the hands of Mahor 
tyranny is the forc version to Islam of Parsee girls, One or two cases have 
Sceurrod, and threats of more have caused the closing of Parsee girls’ schools, the girls 
boing afraid to leavo their homes. ‘The Parseo community is unfortunately at this 
moment somewhat bitterly divided over the question of the succession to the office of 


Priest, which the two sons of the late priest are the rival claimants. Adl-ed-Dowleh, 
who resigned the governorship, was reappointed to it. 
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Kerman. 


Tie sitnation has not altered appreciably in the Inst month. Nizam-es- 
Sultanch has been confirmed in the appointment of governor by the new Central 
Government, but has not yet left Tehran for Kerman. 


Kermanshan, 


1, ‘The people of Kermanshah seem to have been divided into two parties by a 
private quarrel among the priests. Of the two factions, the one headed by Seyyid 
Kamal-ud-Din, a Tehran priest, was supported by most of the notables of the town, the 
other, under Moun-i-Raya, had the secret support of the” local clergy. On’ the 
1th July fighting took place between the two parties, in which Moin-i-Raya was 
defeated, the other party’s force being commanded by Zahir-ul-Mulk, Early on the 
15th, Moin-i-Raya and two others took refuge in the grounds of His Majesty's consulate 
without Captain Crossle’s permission. In anticipation of such an incident, Captain 
Crossle had issued strict orders. that no refugees should be admitted, but as. the 
consulate grounds are quite open it is impossible to prevent entrance to them by night, 
Captain Crossle had also requested the governor to provide guards for British subjects, 
Dut the governor replied that he was powerless, as ho had no troops and Zahir-l-Mulle 
had seized the arsenal, Captain Crossle saw the refugees, and protested against their 
resence. ‘They refused to leave, as if they did so they would be killed at onco, 
faptain Crossle also communicated with his Russian colleague, requesting him to join 
with him in arranging matters, but the latter declined to intorforo in local affairs. At 
the same time Captain Crossle wrote to the governor to inform him that theso men had 
taken refuge at the consulate, and asked him to make arrangements that they should 
be remover as soon as possible, ‘The Foreign Office agent arrived on the part of tho 
governor, and Captain Crossle protested strongly against those men taking refugo, and 
ds ded that arrangements should be made for them to leave at once. He informed 
him, at the same tino, that he had sent several times to the governor asking for 
nd had always received the reply that the latter was unable to supply them. 
Crossle wont on to say that the consulate would not interfere in an affair 

cal, and which did not affect our interests, 
ign Ollice agent deplored the governor's want of power, and after an 
intorview with tho refugees agreed to go and see Zahir-ul-Mulk and inform him that 
they were ready to leave the town if their lives were spared. In the moanwhilo, 
Zshir-ul-Mulk took advantage of the excitement. in the town to burn Moin-i-Raya’s 
house and to loot several others. In the evening Zahir-ul-Mulk sent messengers, saying: 
that the led over unconditionally, and that ho would put them 
in chai o el hat in the beginniny Moin-i-Raya had sent to Nazr 
Ali Khan and a son of Daoud Khan, who is in revolt against his father, asking thom 
to come and help him. Moin-i-Raya denied this, and gave letters to be dispatched to 
both these chiefs asking them not to come to Kermanshah on his account, Zahirule 
‘Mulk’s mossengers wore accompanied by a large crowd of people, who said they were 
come to take the refugees, if necessary by force. As it was evident that if Captain 
Crossle handed them over they would be killed once they got out of the consulate 
grounds, he refused to do so unless an assurances were given that they would not be 
touched. On the 16th Zahir-ed-Dowleh, the governor, wrote informing Captain 
Crossle that he had resigned the governorship, He was induced to reconsider his 
decision, hut refused to do anything until he got support from ‘Tehran, He informed 
the consulate Mirza that he would not act.as governor go long as Zahiraul-Mulke made 
uso of Government guns and soldiers for his private quarrels, On the morning of the 
1th Daoud Khan, chief of the Kathors, arrived with 200 horsemen to help Zahimul- 
Mulk. It was reported that he would loot the town unless Moin-i-Raya were surrendered 
unconditionally. During the day news arrived from Tehran that the Shah had 
abdicated, and this tonk a great deal of attention off local affairs. In the evening the 
consulate Mirza had an interview with Daoud Khan, and explained the position of 
affairs to hi As a result, the night passed quietly. On the 18th Zahir-ul-Mulk 
and his party called on Daoud Khan and asked him to send back his horsemen 
with the exception of some thirty as an escort. Daoud Khan agreed to do so, and 
later signed a telegram to be sent to the Sipahdar demanding that Moin-i-Raya should 
be handed oyer to Zahir-ul-Mulk unconditionally. On the 29th one refugee left tho 
consulate. ‘The governor again resigned, but once more resumed office on the 30th. 
Zahir-ul-Mulk, however, remained paramount. ‘The other refugees left on the 3rd 
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August of their own accord. On the 5th August a representative of the Persian 
Foreign Office called on His Majesty's Minister to protest against the refugees bein; 
kept in the consulate. He was informed, in reply, that they were no longer there, an. 
His Majesty's Minister took the opportunity of protesting very strongly against the 
behaviour of the governor, Daoud Khan, and Zahir-ul-Mulk, and added that nothing 
would have induced him to send the men out, as it was known that ruffians like Zahir. 
ul-Mulk wore waiting to massacre them, Little impression was created at Kermanshah 
by the news of events at Tehran, the town being occupied with local affairs. 
howe’ CHS NOW run from Hamadan to Kazvin, tho joumey taking forty-cight 
jours, 

3. About the 10th July the governor of Kasr-i-Shirin telegraphed to the governor 
here that Agha Mullah Ahmad Yezdi had arrived there on behalf of the chief priests 
of Kerbela. He was in telegraphic communication with Naib-es-Sultaneh, the Shah's 
uncle, to ascertain the Shah's intentions. He stated that if the constitutional movement 
did not gain ground the chief priests of Kerbela would come to Persia and take a lead 
in the matter. 

4, Hamadan has remained quiet. ‘There was apparently some preparation for 
sending @ contingent to help the nationalist forces advancing on ‘Tebran, but few, if 
‘any, men eventually started. 

















Shiras, 


1, On the Lth July Asafed-Dowleh informed the British and fussian consuls 
that he tad resigned the post of governor-general rather than be the cause of bloodshed. 
On the 12th all the regular troops in Shiraz took refuge at the two consulates, 
eneamping round them, as a. protest against not receiving pay, while the governor- 
genoral was paying the Kashgais regularly. ‘The Arab tribes sent word that. they 
Were ready to attack Shiraz whenever the Kawan ordered it. On tho 13th July Seyyid 
Abdul Hussain Lari was roported to be near Darab with Sheikh Zakaria and 400 men. 
The two consuls delivered to Asafed-Dowlch a message from the two logations 
conveying to him an emphatic warning, and got from him positive orders to the Lari 
Seyi and Soulat-ed-Dowlch forbidding them to advance on Shiraz. ‘The governor- 
general still maintained that ho was going, and promised to send tho Kashgais away 
from the town, On the same day the appointment of Zil-es-Sultan as governor-general 
Was announced, and was received with the utmost enthus ‘The consulate Munshi 

of his own dismissal, the 
ent consternation, Unfortunately the news| of 
Zil-es-Sultan's appointment was not confirmed. On the same day. His Majesty's consul 
it Bunder Abbas reported that the Lari Seyyid was ill at Tabrun, 100 miles from 
Bunder Abbas. ‘The non-confirmation of the appointment of Zil-os-Sultan. by Mushir- 
ul-Mulk, who, according to tho official announcement, was to be the new Wazir, led to 
a reniowal of the agitation against Asaf-ed-Dowloh, and Soyyid Muhan 
tho two consuls declaring that the crowd assembled in the Shah Chiragh mosque 
beyond his control, and that if disorder was tobe avoided Asafed-Dowleh must leave 
at once, On the 17th news of Atwed-Dowlch’s appointment as temporary deputy 
governor, pending the arrival of Bahram Mirza, was received. Tho two consuls 
Visited him privately and urged him to take immediate steps to restore order, which he 
promised to do, Asaf-ed-Dowleh, however, inspite of his previous declarations that 
hie had resigned and was anxious to leave, refused to. do so, on the ground that the 
Zil-os-Sultan’s appointment had been made by the Government of Muhammad Ali 
Shah, who had been dethroned. Rumours were also circulated that the Zil-es-Sultan 
had never been appointed at all, and that the telegram announcing his appointment 
and that of Ata-ed-Dowleh had been forged by the two consuls to keep their refugees 
quiet. On the 17th the two consuls wrote to Ata-ed-Dowleh urging him to pay no 
attention to. unconfirmed rumours, and reminding him that whatever might have 
happened elsewhere he was responsible for order in Shiraz until further instructions 
were received, On the same day a messenger came in from Jalirum reporting that the 
Lari Seyyid had sent an emissary to that place to. buy cartridges at any price. 
Telegrams were received from Sipahdar and Sardar-i-Assad announcing themselves 
rospectively Minister of War and of the Interior. On the 18th a telegram was received. 
from the litter addressed to Soulat-ed-Dowleh directing him not to move, and on the 
sume day the Kawam received a telegram from the Arabs at Dehbid urging him to 
fight the Kashgais at Beyza. ‘The Kawam sent excited messages to both consuls that 
Soulated-Dowleh had left his summer quarters for Shiraz, aud that consequently he 
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wras forced to summon his Arabs. In reply, he was urged to be careful to avoid any 
action which would serve as a pretext to Soulat-ed-Dowleh for coming, and it was 
pointed out that, as Soulat-ed-Dowleh was apparently still some eight stages away on 
the Sarhad route, he had no justification for representing the danger to be imminent. 
He then asked whether the consuls would permit him to send men out from Dehbid to 
defend his properties which were being ravaged, and was told in reply that the matter 
did not concern the consuls, whose duty. was confined to warning both him and 
Soulat-ed-Dowleh that whoever moved their forces first towards Shiraz would bo held 
responsible for any damage to the persons or property of foreign subjects which might 
result from the ensuing fighting, On the 19th telegrams from Sardar-i-Assad and 
from Seyyid Assadullah at Bushire to the address of the Lari Seyyid and Soulat-ed- 
Dowleli were received, urging them to keep quict. Qn the 20th the Shah Chiragh. 
mosque was evacuated in the belief that Asaf-ed-Dowleh’s dismissal was assured. On 
the 2lst the appointment of Ala-ed-Dowleh was announced, and wax apparently 
received with somewhat mixed feelings, the respectable classes weleoming, the appoint- 
ment and the professional agitators resisting it. On the 22nd an agitation was begun 
against Ala-ed-Dowleh and in favour of Zil-es-Snltan’s return, and. the bazaars wore 
closed. On the 23rd Soulat-ed-Dowleh telegraphed to Asaf-ed-Dowleh telling him: not 
to leave Shiraz, and that if he did he (Soulat-ed-Dowleh) would bring him back, 

On the 24th, Asaf-ed-Dowleh started from Shiraz leaving the Palace in the hands of 
his Kashgai guards. On the 25th a telegram from Abadeh informed Mr. Bill that 
Soulat-ed-Dowleh had started for Shiraz with a large force, and had sent another to 
Abadch to prevent Aln-ed-Dowleh reaching Shiraz, Mr. Bill, therefore, asked His 
Majesty's Minister to allow the reinforcement for his consular guard to start from 
Bushire. ‘The move was accordingly sanctioned. 'The Russian consul had on tho 
14th informed Mr. Bill that he was asking for Russian Cossacks from Ispahan, ‘The 
Kashgai guards on the same day expelled the deputy governor from the Palace. On 
the 27th July, Soulat-od-Dowleh was reported to be within five easy marches of 
Shiraz; the Kawam had meanwhile loft Shiraz to join the Arabs, At Mr. Bill's 
suggestion Mr. Christmas, of the Indo-European Telegraph Dopartmont, was sent to 
see Soulat-ed-Dowleh in order to got him to stop his advance, Mir. Christmas started 
on the 29th, and returned with an answer from Soulat-ed-Dowleh asking Mr. Bill. to 
visit hin h np twelve miles from Shira Mr, Bill visited him, and on the 8rd 
August reported that Soulat-ed-Dowleh had said that he did not wish to be governor. 
gen nd he would accept anyone else except Ala-ed-Dowleh whose enmity was of 
Tong standing and who w ‘worthy. He would withdraw every Kashgai from 
Shiraz the day another governor-general was appointed. ‘To show that. his object was 
not to capture Shiraz, he would wait for threo days on condition that the Kawam did 
not advance on Shir nd that Ala-ed-Dowleh did not start from Tehran, He wished 
the Persian Government to be informed of this decision. It was a matter of life and 
death to him to resist Al At Mr. Bill's suggestion ho agreed to write in 
the above sense to the Mr. Bill thought that his force numbered over 
2,000 men, and that more were probably within call. Soulat-od-Dowleh had already 
sent into Shirwz a proclamation stating tliat he was coming at tho bidding ofthe chief 
priests of Kerbela to enforce the laws of the National Assembly, to’ hold eleotions and 
to start a local assembly, and to put (to tyrants, He promisod to pay compen= 
sation for anything taken, and to maintain order. ‘The reinforcement for the consular 
guard reached Shiraz on the 2nd August. The detachment was unfortunate enough to 
have threo cases of heat-stroke resulting in the death of two of the Indian soldiers on 
the road. On the Sth August Soulated-Dowleh, at the expiration. of the threo days, 
encamped outside Shiraz and entered into telegraphic communication with the Persian 
Government. On the 11th August it was reported that Saham-od-Dowlch had been. 
appointed governor-general of Fars. 

2. Events at Tehran produced no signs of regret for the late Shah or of enthu- 
siasm for the new régime, attention being entirely engrossed with local affai 

3. The appointinent of Nasr-ed-Dowleh as Russian consular agent has not, yet 
been cancelled, but His Majesty’s Minister has received satisfictory assurances’ from 
M. Sablime, ‘The Russian consul informed Mr. Bill on the 27th July that he had 
received nio further instructions from his legation after the original order announcing 
the appointment. When the appointment was made the Persian Government 
summoned Nasr-elDowleh to'Tehran from which the Russian consul concluded that 
they would refuse to accept the appointment. His Majesty’s consul has not been 
informed officially of the appojutment.* Nasr-ed-Dowleh abstains from taking: part in 
local affairs, and has adopted the attitude of a Russian subject. The general belief is 
that he hi 


il 4M 














. 318 


Persian Gulf.—Bushire. 


1. Seyyid Murteza, who had been a prisoner from the 7th July, was shipped off in 
the fast majl to Bussorah early in July en route to Najaf, in charge of Seyyid Abdul 
Sahib. Both Darya Begi and the local assembly wrote to the leading priests of Najaf, 
saying that he was a dangerous firebrand and should be kept under surveillance and 
not allowed to leave the place. 

2, On the 20th June a local assembly was elected consisting of sk: 
merchants, 

3, On the 23rd Juno, Darya Begai moved out to Mogam, a village five miles from 
Bushire, en route to Tangistan. He took with him 300 infantryand artillery, and three 
guns nndor the Amir Panj, 200 riflemen under Ahmad Khan, nephew of the Khan of 
Bundur Rig, 250 riflemen under Sheikh Hussain Chahkutai. It was reported that 
Zahir Khadir, a Tangistani adherent of Darya Beggi, had collected 250 men at Ahrem 
to assist him. ‘The latter had sent. some messengers to deliver an ultimatum to Rais 
Ali and Hussain Bakshu, the recalcitrant ‘Tangistani chiefs. 'The former was to give 











priests and five 








up Dilwar to Zahir Khadir, who would instal a customs official, and be responsible for 
the revenue. Rais Ali and Hussain Bakshu were to refund at once all moneys and 
goods plindered by their followers at Bushire. On the 26th June Zahir Khadir 
attacked Abrem and captured it, ‘The samo afternoon Darya Begai left Moqam for 


Bune Ges, On the 30th June news was received from Darya Bogui from Shamshiri, 
the village of Zahir Khadir, to the effect that Rais Ali and Hussain Bakshu had bolted 
and taken to.the hills, abandoning their villages, Dilwar and Ambarek, Darya Begg 
had placed Dilwar under the control of Zahir’ Khadir’s son, and had installed one 
Muhammad Bakir as customs director there. On the samo day news was received 
that Darya Beggi had demanded compensation from Hussain Bakshu for loss, ete., but 
having recoived no reply, had bombarded, captured, and burnt his village, Ambarek. 
Darya Boggi caused a lot of dato trees, valued at somo 2000. tomans, to be cut down 
48. punishment, It was reported that Darya Boggi was going to attack Dilwar on 
tho 1st July, a8 Rais Ali had: refused to pay the fine demanded, and the Persepolis " 
pee ra) ‘on that day to co-operate from the sea. Ras Ali reoccupied Dilwar on the 
bth July. 

4. Th ia reported. that Mirza Hussain, dragos 
vory friendly terms with So 











of the German consulate, is on 
Assadullah, the delegate of the Kerbela priests. 








Bundur Abbas. 


Wonckhans and Go, left for Bahrein on the 17th June 
by the steam-ship “ Christiania,” chartered by the Hamburg-Amerika Company, 

2, Owing to the lull in the activity of the Lari Seyyid during June caravans once 
moro ventured to take the road. ‘The main caravan route to Kerman appeared for the 
time to be fairly safe, 
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Mohammerah, 





stimate of the 
rived on the 10th June. 

niddle of June to open the new firm 
merah, managing agents to the Anglo-Porsian Oil 





1. Mr. Ritchie, who has been deputed from England to make an 
cost of laying a pipe for the Anglo-Persian Oil Company 

2. Mr. Lloyd received instructions about the 
of Lloyd, Scott, and Co., at Mobai 
Company, 

3. Sirdar Arfa has placed his nephew, Sheikh Hanzal, under close arrest on 
charge of conspiring with some of the Chab tribe against him. ‘The case is somewhat 
obscure at present. 











C. B. STOKES, Major, 
Military Attaché, 
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Sir G. Harelay to Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received August 30.) 


(No. 159. Secret.) 
Sir, ss Gulahek, August 13, 1909. 

_ LHAVE the honour to transmit copy of «memorandum by the military attaché to 
this legution ou Colonel Liakholi's tenure of command of the Persian Cossack brigade. 
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Tn this memorandum Major Stokes draws special attention to Colonel Liakhof's 
persistent efforts to withdraw the brigade from the control of the Persian Ministry of 
War, and in fact to make the brigade virtually a Russian force, In the concluding 
paragraph of my despatch No. 152 of the 10th instant I have briefly adverted to the 
difficulty which is to be feared in reconciling the aspirations of the new Government, 
with the maintenance of Russian acquired influence. This difficulty may in the near 
future assume a conerete form over the question of the retention of the Russian officers 
with the brigade It will be remembered that, in the arrangement come to on the 17th 
Vetween the dragomans of the two legations and the nationalist leaders, the latter 
undertook to retain the Russian officers for the present, and on condition that they 
should be under the orders of the Ministry of War. I have since had occasion to 
report that ny Russian colleague had informed his Government that Colonel Liakhoff 
showed a tendency to regard the brigade asa Russian force, and only the other day an 
impending order from the Minister of War, which my Russian colleague showed signs 
of resenting and which seemed likely to raise th question of the Minister of War's 

hhority over the brigade in an acute form, was, I believe, only averted by my private 
adviee to the leading member of the committee to refrain from raising a thorny 
question of the kind at such an inopportune moment. ois 
~The question of the Russian officers is, I fear, bound to be raised in tho assembly, 
and strong pressure will be needed to impose their retention on the Persian Govern: 
ment. It is to be hoped that the Russian Government will be able to convince the 
Persian Government that dhero will in future bo 10 attempt on the part of he Russian 
officers to withdraw the brigade from the control of the Minister of War, and that thoir 
work in future will be confined strictly to their duties as instructors. 
Thaye, &e, 
G, BARCLAY, 


Tnclosure in No. 525, 


Major Stokes to Sir G. Barclay, 


. 3. Secret.) 
ir, Gulahek, August 12, 1909, 
‘THE departure of Colonel Liakhoff for Russia brings to an end his tenure of 
coumand of the Persian Cossack brigade, and seems an appropriate occasion for 
reviewing his work as commandant of the brigade. 

Colonel Liakhoff, on his arrival at ‘Tehran in September 1906, found the brigade 
‘completely out of hand and the administration of its affairs in the hands of a “military. 
council” of Persian officers 
officers, he gra 


ts, 
in 

the brigad 

of the men, 


to answer 
was published ina Tehran newspaper. Detachments were sent with Russian’ officers 
travelling in Persia, and also to shadow British officers in this country. The detach- 
ment detailed to report on the movements of Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer in 
1904 was itself plundered by Lurs. 

Colonel Liakhoff also arrogated to himself the power of promoting officers, which 
formerly rested with the Minister of War, and though the national assembly in 1907 
expressly placed him and the brigade under the orders of the Minister of War, with 
the Shah’s support he disregarded that Minister altogether. 

By December 1907 the brigade was considered ripe for the work of destroying the 
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national assembly, but almost at the last moment reports reached the senior Persian 
flicers that if any attempt were made to use the brigade for that purpose the junior 
officers would shoot them ; the result of this was that Colonel Liakhofi reported to the 
Shah that he could not rely on the brigade. From that time until the 23rd June, 1908, 
the process of eliminating the anti-Russian element was continued, and on that day the 
brigade justified the confidence of its commandant, Their conduct was rewarded with 
promotion and gifts of money, in addition to the plunder each man secured for himself. 
For several months after the coup d’Etat Colonel Liakhoft was, under the existing 
martial law, military governor of ‘Tehran, Efforts were made to increase the strength 
of the brigade, but lack of funds prevented any permanent increase being made. 

Phere is no doubt that the discipline and moral of the brigade were much 
improved under Colonel Liakhoff, and it is to his credit that 1,100 men out of a total 
of 1,500 remained with their Russian officers during the recent fighting ; the remainder 
quietly disappeared, discarded their uniforms, and remained in hiding. Wheh the 
nationalist advance on 'ehran was seen to be serious, several meetings of the Persian 
officers of the brigade were held to decide whether the brigade should fight or not, 
At tho last of these, on the Ist July, the Ri oflicers were present, and Colonel 
Liakhoff put the question direct to the Persian officers and left them to discuss it. He 
is said on this occasion to have offered the whole brigade Russian protection if they 
would fight, After some discussion it was decided that the brigade would not fight 
unless the Shah were attacked, in which case it would defend him. It is not clear 
what caused the brigade to change its mind a few days Inter, Possibly the success of 
the detachment at Shahabad on the 4th July encouraged the men, but more probabl, 
theta of te andiogiot Teasean treope ge enzall decided thea to gue Golonbh 
Liakholl is known to have pressed the Russi ation strongly to get Russian troops 
brought to Tehran, and the report that during the fighting he encouraged his men to 
hold out with the promise that Russian troops should extricate them is confirmed by 
tho fact that for days afterwards many Cossacks maintained that Russian troops would 
yet come to Tehran. 

‘Tho brigade having been a force go entirely under Russian influence, it is only to 
be expected that the now Government will take all possible measures to prevent that 
influence, now completely shattered by the e onth, ing itself, 
While they have treated questions concerning the brigad tact and moderation, 
Colonel Liakhoff has persisted in regarding it as under Russian protection, and the 
Russian Legation, in a note informing the Persian Government of Colonel Liakhoff's 
impending departure, went ont of its way to use a phr ying that the brigade 
was a Russian force, 

‘successful as Colonel Liakhof’s efforts haye been in disciplining the 

his undoubted connection with the two coups d’Htat, which aimed at the 
nstitution, and his persistont efforts to make the brigade a Russian 

force have earned for him and for his country the deep hatred of a large number of 
Persians, So deep is this fooling that, should the retention of Russian officers in the 
brigade be forced on the Persian Government, it need cause no surpri men cannot 
be found to enlist in it. 








































































Thave, & 
©. B. STOKES, Major, 
Military Ataché, Tehran. 





(32683) No. 526. 


Consul-General Cox tv Sir Edward Grey—(Received august 30.) 


(No. 12, Commercial, Confidential.) 
Sir, a Bushire, August 4, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a communication received from His 
Majesty's acting consul at Mohammerah on the subject of the privileges accorded by 
Iiis Majesty’s Government, firstly to the Oil Concessions Syndicate, and now to the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited), in connection with the dispatch of telegrams 
Detween their Loudon offices and their representatives in Arabistan. 

‘Dhere is force in Lieutenant Wilson's concluding remark, but if the contemplated 
assumption of the control of the Arabistan lines by the Indo-European Telegraph 
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Department is likely soon to take practical shape, it will perhaps be considered 
‘undbjectionable to allow existing arrangements to continue until then. 
‘copy ofthis despatch is boing forvarded to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran 
ave, &e. 
P. Z. COX, Major, ; 
British Resident in Persian Gulf, and His Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-General jor Fars, &e. 


ee 
Tnclosure in No. 526. 
Acting Consul Wilson to Consul-General Cor. 


lo. 37.) 
ge Mohammerah, July 24, 190! 

T HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of the telegraphic facilities 
granted to tho Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) by His Majesty's Government, 
and by consular authorities in Arabistan. 

2 Tt will be within your knowledge that during the past three years telegrams for 

, Reynalds, general manager of the ate Concessions Syndicate (Limited), from 
incipala and vice versd, were sent by arrangement with the Foreign Office through 
His Britannic Majesty's consuls at Bussorah and Mohammerah, 

3, The principal advantage of this arrangement to the syndicate seems to have 
tbeon, and still 4s, that they were enabled to uso ordinary code over Turkish wires—a 
convenient and economical arrangement denied to other commercial firms at presont, 

{ Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co, managing agents for the Anglo-Porsian Oil 
Company, are now established at Mohammeral, and alll the company’s business is 
tramoted through them. ‘They are able at will’ to use the Bussorah~Bagdad, or the 
Nehammerah-Borasjun-Tobran, or the Fao-Bushire telegraph wires, and can in 
addition receive or dispatch messages vid Bushire, Over the last two routes code is 
permissible. | eet A sone eet 

5, Moreover, the principal negotiations in which His Majesty's Government are 
concerned seein now drawing close, and the company is now no longer an 
exploring syndicate, but it is established on a commercial basis, in competition with 
other British firms. : 

%. T venture to submit, therefore, with great respect, that the time has come to 
withdraw from the company the privilege of telegraphing in either direction through 

‘and His Majesty's consuls at Mohammerah aud Bussorah, as it is 
less extended to other British firms, will inevitably cause jealousy 
ich Brothers in particular, that the Anglo- 

treatment at their expense, 


WILSON, Lieutenant, Indian Army. 





(82471) 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 


No. 474. Confidential.) 
ge St. Petersburgh, August 23, 1909. 


M. POKLEWSKI tells me that the intentions of the Russian Government with 


~ segard to the withdrawal of the Russian troops from North Persia are, so far as he 


knows, as follow: i ; ; a 
‘hs a first step they are thinking of withdrawing a portion of the ‘Tabreez force. 
‘Tho Russian military authorities now consider that a. somewhat smaller force eould be 
Joft temporarily at Tabreez without danger, and it is hoped that a partial withdrawal 
rill prodice a favourable impression as regards Russia's good intentions. ; 
No decision will be come to respecting the Kazvin forco until M, Poklewski 
reaches Tehran, He has been instructed to take particular eare not to recommend its 
‘Withdrawal until it is quite plain that there will be no necessity for sending the troops 
pack again after they have once left Persia. He hopes that within a month or s0 of his 
arrival at Tehran it will be possible to withdraw the bulk of the force from Kaavi 
feaving, perhaps, a couple of hundred men at that place to ma.ntain order on the road. 
Tris contemplated, however, that the troops withdrawn from Kazvin should not at 
[uses] aN 
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‘once be sent back to the Caucasus, but that they should remain for a while at Enzeli 
or Resht, the object being, as I understand, to diminish the violence of the shock that 
would be caused to Russians with commercial interests in North Persia by the sudden 
withdrawal of the troops from Persian soil altogether. 

M, Poklewski would no doubt wish what he told me of the intentions of the 
Russian Government to be treated as confidential. 

Thaye, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 





(32503) No, 528, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 30.) 
(Bt 700, : 
Telegraphic.) P, Gulahek, August 30, 1909. 
(die@n srl on, 


Your telegram No, 428 of the 21st August, 1909, 

Up till now T have failed to obtain a definite reply to question contained in your 
telegram No. 397 of the 28rd July. A verbal statement somewhat to the effect that, 
as it is the intention of the Persian Government not to change the present commis: 
sioner, Vincent Katabji cannot be appointed, is all that I have been able to obtain. I 
shall continue to press for reply. 








[82628] No. 520, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 
Rn 701.) 
‘Tolegraphic. P. Gulakek, August 80, 1909, 
REFERRING to my telegram No, 695 of the 27th August, in which I informed 








you of the reported release of His Highness Zil-es-Sultan, I received a telegram on that 
day from His Majesty's vice-consul at Resht to the effect that the Zil-es-Sultan was 
coming to Tehran, Yesterday, however, [received another telegram from Resht, saying 
that his departure had encountered opposition. Tam telegraphing to ask for information 
of a more definite nature, 

My Russian colleague, afraid lest the Zil-es-Sultan's sons should try to take refuge 
in the Russian legation, has, Lunderstand, made the suggestion to the Government at 
St. Potersbutsh that the two consul ab Reshe should jointly compel the governor to 
give the Ziles-Sultan over to them, and they would see him, under joint protection, on 
board ship, 

All the communications whieh we have addressed to the Persian Government on 
behalf of the Zil-es-Sultan haye elicited nothing but a verbal answer. Tt was given us 
on tho 18th August, and was to the effect that His Highness would be allowed to 
return safely to Europe at once, but he is still being pressed for money by the 
committ ne 

Tho time has come, I think, for us to use greater insistence, but if we took such 
drastic action as my Russian colleague has accident might occur, A 
joi rom the two legations, issued w tions from the two Govern- 
nents, appears to me to be the best method of dealing with the ease, ‘The reason 
given for this interference might be that His Highness holds decorations from both 

lovernments, 

‘The Zil-es-Sultan is willing, I think, to pay something in the way of a ransom, 
but, ifthe note were sent, it would be well not to mention a payment, but simply to 
ask that ho should be freed from molestation and permitted to go quietly to Europe 






































(82504) No. 580. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 
10, 702.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 
HORMUZ oxide, 
__ The local agent of Messrs. Strick is already aware of my knowledge of the 
existence of the contract referred to in your telegram No. 447 of 28th August. In. 


Gulahek, August 30, 1909. 
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order satisfactorily to explain to him my attitude towards Moin’s concession, I found 
it indispensable to tell him of it. In any case Mr. Brown would have known of it; 
as some time ago Moin himself showed a copy of it to the bank, It must, moreover, 
have become known locally in April last, when we intervened to prevent the Nationalists 
stopping cing epeeatious ou Horan 

Tt was on account of a statement made by Moin to the Imperial Bank, when he 
desired to pledge Weir's instalments, to the effect that only those from April onwards 
were available, that I thought that Moin must have drawn on Ellinger in anticipation 
of these instalments, 

When Strick undertook, provided he got the concession, to respect Weir's 
contract, I doubt: whether he intended that. Weir's payments for oxide should continue 
to be made to Ellinger when the oxide would be Strick’s property. Although [have 
not seen the undertaking, I presume that Strick contemplates reeciving Weir's 
instalments himself later on—and no doubt Strick’s telegrams to his agent have 
shown you that he is desirous that the oxide already mined may be included in his 
concession. 

T still fear that, if Moin’s bills have been accepted by Ellinger, the latter will 
suffer in the event of a cancellation of the existing contract, 

Tf 1 could know why Weir and Ellinger are go anxious for secrecy as regards their 
contract, it might afford me useful light in this intricate affair. 








(82568) No, 531. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 
(No. 703.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, August 30, 1909. 

ST. PETERSBURGH telegram No. 422 of the 22nd August. 

x-Shah as appealed to the Emperor as a result of the pressure exercised by 
M. Sabline to induce His Majesty to surrender his property. 

M. Sabline has telegraphed to his Government, suggesting .thut His Majesty 
should be urged by Emperor to subinit to counsel of legation. 

Russian chargé d'affaires doos not feel authorised to make the communication 
suggested in last paragraph of my telegram No. 678 without explicit author ; 
I hope hatha ou yeti void fe atl da Pauses nd co eeramias ey len ntee anaes 
consequence of Mehemet Ali's telegram, 





[92744] No. 582. 


Sir @. Barclay to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received August 0.) 
(No. 704.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 80, 1909. 

M. SMIRNOW, the Russian tutor to the Shah, has been, without warning to 
the Russian legation, discharged by the Persian Government. It appears also likely 
that they will not keep the ex-Shah’s Russian doctor, although retaining Lindley in 
his position as first European doctor. 

T have urged the reinstatement of Smirnow and the retention of the Russian 
doctor in a strong letter to the member uf the committee whom the Russian chargé 
affaires considers to be the author of these changes, but the committee have not: 
lent lately the ready ear they did formerly to my counsels of moderation, 





[32743] No. 533. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 


(No, 424,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 30, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to Tehran telegram No, 703 of to-day's dato: Property of 
Mohammed Ali. 

No. news has so far reached M. Sazonow from the Russian legation at Tohran of 
the undertaking in writing, mentioned in my telegram No. 422 of the 17th instant, 
having been given as required by the Russian Government. I was also told hy his 
Excellency that he had no knowledge of the Emperor receiving an appeal from the 
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ex-Shah, but should His Majesty receive an appeal of this kind, the attitude of the 
{mperiai Government would, his Excellency assured me, undergo no change whatever. 
M. Sazonowswould do “all within his power” to induce Mohammed Ali to hand over his 
property, on condition that the abovementioned undertaking in writing is given by 
the Persian Government. 

‘The giving of this undertaking by the Persian Government must be the first step 





[82568] No. 534. 


4 ‘Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 
(No, 1263.) 

‘lographie.) P. 
PROPERTY of ex-Shah. i "a 
‘Pho Russian chargé d'affaires in Tehran has not yet received explicit authorisation 

to make the communication indicated in Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No. 673 of the 
18th August (see Tehran telegram No. 703 of to-day's date). You should suggest to the 
Russian Goyernmont that they should give the desired authorisation. 


Foreign Office, August 30, 1909. 





(32628) No. 535. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O'Beirne. 





(No, 121 
(Delo, 







saphic.) P. Foreian Office, 
HIS Majesty's 
No. 701 of the 








[82603] No, 536. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 





Sir, Foreign Office, August 30, 1909. 

WITH reference to your lotter of the 19th instant rel: tive to the qui ‘ion of who 
is the proper person to receive the salary due to the Persian Imperial Commissioner 
for tha Of concession, Lam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that 
hho has received a telogram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, reporting that his 
(fforts to expedite an authoritative declaration from the Persian Government as to their 



















Mr DY ae 

Barclay adds that he is continuing to press for a reply to his enquiry. 
Tam, &e. 

LOUIS MALLET. 








(32866) No. 537. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 


Gulohek, August 31, 1909. 
s pension, as at present arranged, is to be paid in advance by 
alinents. ‘The Persian Government may not be in a position to pay the 
alinents, but it would he a great pit y's departure 
cd on this Without this i ah would leave 




















arise. Might we not 
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Mr. Wood tells me that he could not, as a pntely financial transaction, make any 
advance to the Persian Government unless early repayment were sufficiently guaranteed. 
He added that such a gnarantee would be constituted by an undertaking on the part of 
the Persian Government that within a fixed period an application would be made to 
the two Governments for a Joan, and that any advance now made would be considered 
a8 a first charge on such loan,’ The Persian Government could not easily pledge the 
adherence of the assembly to this undertaking, and would doubtless bo most reluctant 
to enter into it. 

In spite of the Persian Government's failure to obtain an overdraft from the 
banks, it is still far from realising that for the requirements of simple banking 
business it has no proper security, and that sooner or later it must have recourse to” 
the two Governments, 





(32865) No. 538. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 

(No. 425.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIA. Ex-Shah’s property. 

Please see your telegram No, 1263 of yesterday. 

tis absolutely essential that the written undertaking asked for by the Russian 
Government (please see my telegrams Nos. 422 and 424 of the 27th and 30th August 
respectively) be in the first place given by the Persian Government. So far as 
M. Sazonow knows they have not yet given it, In an interview this afternoon his 
Excolloncy assured me again that he would send instructions to the Russian chargé 
affaires in the senso suggested by Sir G. Barclay as soon as the Persian Government 
fulfil this condition, ‘The Russian Government's decision will not be affected by the 
telegram sent to the Emperor by the ex-Shah. 


St. Petersburgh, August 31, 1909 





(32866) No. 539, 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 31.) 
(No. 426.) _ 





(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, August 31, 1900. 
PERS! Zil-es-Sultan. 
Please see your telegram No. 1265 of yesterday. 






Tsaw Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon and he assured mo that he 
would telegraph to the Russian chargé d'affaires in the sense suggostod in teloggramn 
No. 701 of the 29th August from Sir G. Barclay. 








(82856) No. 540, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No, 451.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

DEPARTURE of ex-Shah. 

‘The Shah cannot be expected to leave the country without any definite guarantee 
that his pension will be paid, and the Persian Government should not be surprised if 
his departure is delayed through their inability to take any engagement. 

Ifsome of the Shah’s jewels were sold would it not be possible to devote the 
interest to the payment of part of his pension. Another possible alternative might, be 
to give the jewels as security to the two banks. 

If this cannot be arranged, an undertaking must be obtained from the Persian 
Government that part of the first instalment of any advance which may be agreed upon 
by the two Governments should go to pay off the debt to the bank. 


Foreign Office, August 31, 1909. 
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[32346] No. 541, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 








‘No. 1272,) 
(Peiograpbie) _P. Foreign Office, August 31, 1909. 
ADVANCE to Persian Government, Please see your telegram No. 423 of the 
27th Augast. ; 
‘The Russian Minister of Finance is unwilling to consent to making any advance 


gf money to the Persian Government. Unless the latter obtain money, it is ceriain 
hat disorder throughout the country will increase. So long as disorders are likely to 
continue, itis impossible for the Russian troops to be withdrawn (in point of fact, they 
are at present making their presence felt more and more), while the Persians themselves 
are demanding with insistence the withdrawal of these troops. ‘Thus it appears that 
matters are drifting into a vicious circle. 

Tf you can arrange a simultaneous interview with the Russian Minister of Finance 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, you should urge that, on the understanding that 
ratification by the Medjliss will he necessary, and that some adequate arrangement will 
be made for checking its expenditure, a small joint advance of money should be made 
to tho Persian Coyornmont. 

British trade has suffered owing to the insecurity of the southern trade routes, but 
we should much prefer to secure an improvement in this respect by an advance to the 
Persian Governmont, part of which would be allocated to the maintenance of road 
guards, to attaining our object of keeping the roads open by the dispatch of any British 
force, ‘This method would, as far as I can seo, apply equally to the roads in Northen 
Porsia, and therefore there is no reason why His Majesty's Government and the Russian 
Government should not act together in this matter—such co-operation being the 
principal object of our policy. 





























(82744) No, 542, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No, 1273.) 
(Pelographic.) P, 

‘PUTOR for Shah : dismissal of M. Smirnoff, 

‘The substance of Sir (i, Barclay’s telogram No. 704 of the 30th August should be 
communicated to the Russian Government, and you should inform them that I will see 
tho Persian Minister in London and speak to biin in the sense of the abore-mentioned 
tologram, 


Foreign Office, August 31, 1909. 











[82351] No, 543. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


sin, Foreign Office, August 81, 1909. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 26th instant, relative to the Taoona murders, I 
aim directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herowith copy of a further 
tologram on the subject from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran,® from which it appears 
that there will bo no difficulty in trying at Abu 'Thabi the culprit already captured. 

._ As this course is in accordance with the instructions conveyed to Mr. Marling in 
Sir Hi. Grey's tologram No, 218 of the 21st August, 1008, it appears unnecessary, at 
any rate forthe prosent to address a further communication to Sir G, Barclay on the 
subject, and my letter above referred to, proposing to approve his action in detaining, 
the prisoner in custody at Bahrein, no longer calls for a reply, since the man will now 
be sont at once to Abu Thabi for trial. 

: Iam, &., 
LOUIS MALLET. 























* No. 505, 
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182504] : No. 544, 

Foreign Office to Messrs. M. lllinger. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, August 31, 1909, 


WITH reference to my letter of the 20th instant, relative to tho extraction and 
transport of red oxide from the Island of Hormuz, 1 an directed by Seoretary Sir 
Edward Grey to inform yon that the existence of the contract signed by you with 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co, in this connection last December has been known for 
some time past to Messrs. Frank ©, Strick and Co,, the Mouin-ut-Tajjar himsolf having 
shown a copy of that document at the Imperial Bank of Porsia at ‘Tchran, in which 
Messrs. Strick’s agent is employed. 

His Majesty's Minister at that eapital, who has reported this fact to Sir B. Grey by 
telegraph, adds that the existence of such a contract must also have been known at 
Hormuz itself when, at your request, His Majesty’s Legation, in the month of May last, 
intervened to prevent the Porsian nationalists from stopping mining operations on the 
island. 

Tam further to point out that the obligation to maintain secrecy as to the contract 
is a source of difficulty to Sir G. Barclay, as it precludes him from offering any reasonablo 
explanation of his action in endeavouring to prevent tho cancellation of the Mouin's 
concessions, 

Tam to state that. these concessions appear to be in imminent danger, and that 
Sir G. Barclay, by Sir E. Groy’s instructions, is doing all he ean on tho Mouin's behalf, 
and, even if his efforts prove unsuccessful, will endeavour to protect the riglits of 
Messrs. Weir under their contract with you. 

Tam to add that it would strengthen Sir @. Barclay's hands in tho task which he 
has to perform if he know the reason of your desire for the maintenanco of secrecy with 
regard to that instrument. 











Tam, & 





LOUIS MALLET. 





[82957] No. 5: 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Ke 








lward Grey.—(Received September 1,) 
(No. 706.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 1, 1909, 
T HAVE received the following telegram No. 185 from His Majesty's acting 
consul-general at Tabrece :— 


“T was asked some three weeks ago by Mr, Stevens to reopen the question referred 
to in Foreign Olfice telegram No, 446, on the ground that Imam Kuli had stated that 
if Stevens definitely refused the offer he would call in Germans, I suggested that 
he should urge the Imam temporarily to defer any action, and that he should mean. 
while extract from him any exact’ information’ as to the Germans to whom he 
contemplated making the offer. ‘The Imam is now at Soujboulak. Mr. Stevens has 
written to him as T asked, but has as yet received no reply. 

So fara German engineer, who, however, has no voiee in the management, has 
always been employed. No other Germans, to the best of my knowledge, have been 
sent for. 

“Thave frequently discussed this matter with my Russian colleague, who says 
that Imam should form a company under a Russian name, taking a Russian into 
partnership, and reserving the management for Mr. Stevens by a special clause in the 
contract. 

“The question is simply one of the Imam’s associating some Europeans in his 
own enterprise in order to avoid the interference of the Persian authorities, and does 
not in any way partake of the nature of a concession, It should be arranged that 
the Russian ‘tnership should be of such a kind as to ensure Mr. Stevens having a 
free hand in the management in order to make Anglo-tuasan, combination acceptable 
to the Imam. 











My Russian colleague has instructed his consul to sond him a report on this 
subject, but he has not yet received a reply. 
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(32961) No. 546. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 

(No, 707.) 

(Telegeaphic.) P. Gulahek, September 1, 1909. 
T HAVE received the following telegram No, 186 of the 30th August from His 

Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez :— 


“An affray has recently taken place at Urumia, 

“A number of Kurds were engaged in persecuting the inhabitants of a Christian 
villoge near the eummor residence of tho English mission, and some 6 miles distant 
from Urumia, ‘The Russian viee-consul at this town, with thirty-five of his escort, set 
ont to expel the Kurds. ‘They, however, met with a strong resistance from the Kurds, 
whom they were unable to dislodge, and after the Russians had had two men wounded 
they retired to Urumia, Next day the Russian vice-consul dispatched a force of armed 
Syrinns to remove the Kurds, apparently in deference to a Persian protest against this 
einployment of Russian troops. No further news has reached me as yet, 

A body of fifty Russian soldiers loft Tabroca yesterday as a reinforeement for the 
consular guard, I have, however, received an assurance from my Russian colleague 
Uhat no further offensive movement will be made. 

‘The Kurds, according to the assertion of the Russian vice-consul, were, if not 
actually commanded by Turkish officers, at least incited by them, 

“Tho Urumia district has been left without any defence against Kurds by the 
withdrawal of Turkish troops, and any outbreak of these tribes would give Turkey a 
protext for reoceupying the district 

“There. is still no governor at Urumia, troops are entirely lacking, and the 
authorities aro powerless.” 

















(82976) No. 547. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 
(No. 708.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
HORMUZ oxide 
Strick’s agent has to-day reported to his principals that for the present there is « 
complote suspension of negotiations relative to the concession. 


Gulahek, September 1, 1909. 


















‘Pho Persian Go , according to the announcement of the committee, are too 
oveupied to give them and they have not yet taken into 
consideration the question of cancelling Moin's contract 

1 this one would gather that Moin and the committee have come to terms. 


nee is to my t 





ram No, 702 of the 2nd August. 





(82980) No. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 





(No, 710.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. 


Gulaiek, September 1, 1909. 
MY Russia x 


Colleague has telegraphed at length to his nt, complaining 
. He ealls their attention to dismissal, to. the 

istastefull to Russia, and to th jon to refuse to admit 
ion to the trial of its bustis. He suggests. that the 
ment should consider what steps are necessary to bring this body to 
it to understand that, although Russia has refrained from inter- 

he recent troubles, she does not intend to resign any part of her 


























luring 

influence ia Pasi 
Thave privately done all in 

are doiniuant in th 

days of the new régi 

in fut, the 





yy power to combat the anti-Russian feelings which 

mmnittee, bit, though my advice was listened to in the early 
Tnow find that Feannot persuade them to modify this attitude; 
ail to realise how very urgent it is at the present moment to 

bilities with delicacy. 

¢ noe presence of te Russian trope at. Kasvio, and Russian interfrense 

with matters which they hold to be of entirely internal interest, such as the 
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sppeintwent of tater and governors for the Shab, are continual sources of ill- 
feeling. f 

Tan quite realise how this attempt on the part of the Persian Government to get 
rid of their influence must try the patience of the Russian Government, but. the good 
Will of the two Powers is 60 necessary to the new Government, a breakdown of which 
Would produce a most complicated situation, that it is to be hoped that the Russian 
Government will not adopt an unfriendly attitude, and in particular will not show their 
resentment by withholding an advance when the time comes. 

So far the committee has only applied to the two banks for accommadation, and 
evidently the fear of the foreign control which would be necessitated by such a step 
has deterred them from having recourse as yet to the two Governments, 

Tn the above telegram I have treated of the committee as distinct from the 
Persian Government [ have been able hitherto indistinctively to employ either term, 
put Team from my Russian colleague this morning that he has indications that the 
Cabinet is trying to withdraw itself from the influence of the other body. I have, 
however, as yet ho confirmation of this. 





[82989] No. 549, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{eceived September 1.) 
(No. 711.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Gulahek, September 1, 1999, 

T THINK it desirable, in view of your tolegram to Mr, O'Boirne No. 1272 of the 
Sist August, to explain somewhat fully what appears to me to be the attitude of the 
‘committee towards financial assistance from Russia and Bngland, 

They wish to obtain wloan from the Imperial Bank and the Russian Bank, but they 
fight shy of anything in the nature of control. They affect to think they could obtain 
whut they want as an ordinary business transaction by opening a current: account 

th the banks and overdrawing, ‘They choose to forget that the Russian Bank ie no 
hore than a branch of the Ministry of Finance, and that the fmperiil Bank would 
require the backing of His Majesty's Government before it would advance its moiety. 

Tt should not be long before they find out the impructicability of what they want, 
but some time must still elapse before they can allow themselves to fall back on the 
alternative ofa loan under the guarantee of Great Britain and Russia, 




















(32986) No. 550. 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received September 1) 
Nose) 
Telegraphic.) P. 

TouR telegram No, 1273. 

T have communicated substance of Sir G, Barclay’s telegram No. 704 respecting 
the dismissal of Smirnow to the Acting Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

The Russian Government seem inclined to view the matter calmly. 
Excellency told me that they realise the impracticability of compelling the Per 
Government to retain Smirnow in. office if tho Persians ate bent on his dismissal, 
M. Sazonow intimated that it could perhaps be arranged that Smimow should be 
replaced by another Russian if the Persian Government's objection was to him 
personally, on the ground that he had been in close touch with the ex-Shah, 


St. Petersburgh, September 1, 1909. 








[82987] No, 551. 


Mr, O' Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1) 
(No. 428) : 
(Telegraphic:) P. 

‘OUR telegram No. 1272. 

Proposed Anglo-Russian advance to the Persian Government, 

‘The Minister of Finance has refused to allow the Russian bank to join in making 
the advance. With the consent of the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, Iam 
asking M. Kokovtsoff for an interview on his return to St. Petersburgh to-morrow. 

[asses] 4P 


St, Petersburgh, September 1, 1909, 
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Such an interview will be as effectual, I think, as a conversation 2 4 
is quite neutral in this question and it will be far easier to arrange. 

I will lay before his Excellency the considerations contained in your telegram 
No. 1272, and I will do my best to convince him that to maintain the Russian foree in 
Persia for an indefinite period, a course which will be rendered necessary if the Persian 
Government have not the means at their disposal for maintaining order, will be more 
expensive than making the advance. But I know that he has declared himself 
determined to lend the Persian Government no more money. An eventual loan will 
probably meet with greater objections on his part even than the advance now 
proposed, 


, as M. Sazonow 








= 
(32988) No. 552. < 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 





(No, 420) 

(Pelegraphie,) P. St. Petersburgh, September 1, 1909. 

‘ay CUBASE refer to my telogram No, 425 of yesterday : Property of Mohammed 
i 





Instructions have been sent to the Russian chargé d'affaires at Tehran to represent 
tothe ex-Shah that no more favourable arrangement ean be come to than the one 
proposed, and he is to make a peremptory request of His Majesty to agree to it. I 
drew M, Sazonow's attention to the fact that you had proposed a threat to Mohammed 
Ali of the confiscation of his property by the Persian Government (I had eommunicated 
your proposal to his Excellency in writing), He replied, however, that M. Sabline's 
instructions were the sime as this, to all intents and purposes, 








(32888) No, 553. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No, 452) 
(Pelegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, September 1, 1909. 
HORMUZ oxide. 


With reference to your telegram No. 702 of the 30th August, Tam informed that 
Bllinger no longer wishos his contract with Weir to be kept secret, 





[32744] No. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 





(No, 453.) 
(Welographic.) P, 
SHAH'S tutor. 
T have pointed out to Persian Mi 


Foreign Office, September 1, 1909. 





ister here that his Government cannot expect 
Russia to accept quietly a less influential position in North Persia than that which 
they occupied prior to the fall of Mahomet Ali, and that consequently the dismissal 
of M. Smimoft is sure to annoy Russia and'involve the Porsian Government ia 
‘embarrassing complications, 











(82744) No, 555. 


Note communicated to Mirza Mehdi Khan, 





HIS Majesty's Minister at Tehran has reported that the Persian Government have, 
without any warning, discharged M. Smirnoff, the Russian tutor attached to the Shah’ 
and that there is reason to suppose that they also intend to dismiss the Russian doctor 
who was in attendance on the late Shah, 

His Majesty's Government wish, strongly to urge on the Persian Government the 
advisability of cancelling at once the dismissal of M. Smirnoff, and of abstaining 
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carefully for the future from giving provocation of this kind to the Russian Govern- 
ment, which must involve the new Persian Government in embarrassing complications. 
E.G. 
Foreign Office, September 1, 1909. 





[38078] No. 556. 
Foreign Office to Mirza Mehdi Khan. 


My dear Minister, Foreign Office, September 1, 1909. 

IN the course of a conversation which you had at this Office on the 27th August, 
you enquired whether His Majesty's Government had taken any further steps at 
St. Petersburgh to induce the Russian Government to begin the withdrawal of thoir 
troops from Persian territory, and you were told that no action of the kind had been 
taken since you spoke to Sir 8. Grey on the subject of the 17th August, 

You then said that your Government had instructed you to repeat, the requost that 
His Majesty's Government would use their good offices to obtain the withdrawal of 
these troops, and their abstention while they remained from interference with Persian 
subjects. In support of this request you left a paper containing the text of a telegram 
from Mukhberoe-Ballanch, stating that ho could not mainiain erdor ely'Tabrooa viless 
tliese conditions were fulfilled, 

You were promised! an answer in writing, conveying Sir B, Grey's decision as to 
the matter referred to, and Tam now desired by him to inform you that he cannot seo 
his way again to approach the Russian Government on the subject, and that the Persian 
Government should deal with them direct, 

You also spoke of the conditions arrived at regarding the departure of the persons 
who have taken refuge along with the ex-Shah in the Russian Legation at Zorgondeh, As 
regards this point, Barclay reports that the delogates of the Persian Government: 


and the two representatives agreed verbally on the 16th August to the departure of 
these refugees with His Majesty on condition that they left representatives, against 


whom claimants could proceed in the presence of a member of the Russian Legation. 
‘The delegates said that they would in any ease refrain from exccuting them out of 
deference to the Russian Legation, 

Sir G. Barclay is of opinion that their departure rids the country of them moro 
ffectively than imprisonment, and is the best solution of the difficulty, apart from the 
fact that the Persian delegates agreed to it. 

Sir G. Barclay points out that during the time which these people have spent. at 
the Russian Legation (which on the day when he sent his telegram was about six 
weeks) the Persian Government brought no charge against them, though the Russian 
chargé d'affaires repeatedly assured the Persian delegates that he had no desire to 
shield them from justice, and would allow them to be tried in the presence of a member 
of his staff. 

Sir B. Grey hopes that you will urge your Government to maintain the undertaking 
given by their delegates. 

We have, as you have already been told, no information about the sixth refugeo 
whom you mentioned. 





Yours sincerely, 
LOUIS MALLED, 


s,s 


(33043) No. 557. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 2,) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to previous letter, 
copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 27th August, relative to the Kherkha 
irrigation scheme. 


India Office, September 2, 1909. 





332 
Inclosure in No. 557. 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 
(Telgeaphie) 2, August 27, 1909. 

KHBRKHA irrigation. 

Please see telegrams from Barclay of the 20th July and of the 5th instant. 

‘Dhe Foreign Ofice, in telegrams of the 23rd instant, have instructed Barclay, with 
my concurrence, that survey by Wilson might be authorised, and have asked, at the 
same time, for information as to the proportion of the oil guard which should be 
retained with him, ‘The ‘Treasury will be asked to bear a moiety of the cost of those 
retained from the date of the departure of those withdrawn. 














[83068] a 8. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 2.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Vicoroy, dated the 29th August, relative to the situation in Per 


India Office, September 2, 1909, 














Inclosure in No. 558. 


. Viscount Morley to Government of India. 
(Pelegraphic.) 2, India Office, August 29, 1909. 

‘THIN situation at Kerman, Your telegrams of the 25th instant, 

‘Troops from India will not be required. ‘They would arrive too late in the ease 
ofa temporary raid of this kind, ‘The news conveyed in your later telegram, and in 
Barclay’s No, 692 of the 26th instant, as to the safety of James and Wright, is, I trust, 
confirmed, Ina tologram No, 440 of the 26th August, Barclyy was instructed to 


impress upon the Persian Government the necessity for taking measures to ensure the 
better security of the roads. 




















[83047] No. 559. 


Messrs. Ellinger and Co, to Foreign Off 





—(Received September 2.) 


, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, 
Sir, September 1, 1909. 

WI} aro in receipt of your letter of yesterday relative to the oxide concession at 
Ormuz, and, in view of what you write, we telegraphed you to-day withdrawing our 
request for the maintenance of secrecy as to Messrs. Andrew Weir and Co.'s participa- 
tion in the contract, and trust this course will materially assist Sir G. Barclay in his 
endeayours to. perent the cancellation of the Mouintujar’s concession. 

We shall he glad to hear from you as soon as you have further news of the result 
of Sir G, Barclay’s efforts, and sincerely trust that he may be successful. 

Yours faithfully, 
ELLINGER anp Co. 








[33046] No, 560. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Received September 2.) 


¢é Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, August 31, 1909. 
THAVE to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 26th instant, enclosing copy 
of a despatch from His Majesty's consul at Bushire giving an account of the negotia- 
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tions which led t6 the conclusion of the agreement between this company and the 
sheikh of Mohammerah, and some observations on the instrument itself. 

"These aro extremely interesting reading, and we are much obliged to Major Cox 
for the very valuable assistance he gave in bringing this matter to so successful a 
conclusion. 

Talso note that the agreement has been endorsed by the tribal elders, and that the 
amounts payable on account of the Government loan and on account of rent have been 
duly paid over. 

Thave, &e. 


{[Mlegible,] 





(33076) No. 561. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received September 2.) 
(No. 712.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. Gutahek, September 2, 1909, 

“DHE Persian Government has now addressed a more satisfactory note to the two 
Jegations regarding its attitude towards the persons in bast and the question of an 
amnesty (please see my telegrams Nos. 662 and 689 of the Sth and 25th August 
respectively). : 

In this note the proclamation of an amnesty for political offenders in ‘Tehran itself 
ja announced, but a revervation i made with regard. to certain " troitore” (named. in 
the note) who are at present in bast. In deference, however, to the Russian Legation 
and Turkish Embassy, which are affected by this exception, the Persian Government 
will postpone their trial, exiling in the meanwhile the persons in question. Any 
Sentence which may be passed on them during their absence may be executed in the 
event of their returning to Persia, ‘The Persian Government at the same timo ask the 
egations concerned to hasten their departure, and to impress upon them that the 
Jegation's protection will be forfeited should they return to this country. 





(33060) No. 562. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Septenber 2. 


(No, 713.) 

(Telegeaphic.) P. Gulahek, September 2, 1909, 
PLEASE sce last paragraph of your telegram No. 1272 of the 3ist August to 
"Beirne. 

Phere is, in my opinion, no need for the Rnssian troops to remain at Kazvin in 
order to ensnre,the safety of the road from Resht to ‘Tehran, No case of interference 
Sith traffic has occurred, although transport of goods has occasionally been delayed 
‘on account of the groundiess fears of traders. 

‘As far as my experience goes, guards have never been necessary on this road + it 
swill not therefore be needful for Russia to await the creation of such a force before 
withdrawing her troops. 





[33176] No. 663; 


Mr. O'Beirae to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 2.) 
(No, 432.) _ 

(felegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE to Persia, : 

ce despatching my telegram of yesterday's date, No. 428, T have received 

we No. 411 from Teheran also dated yesterday ; and in view of the information 
contained therein I would propose, unless otherwise instructed, to wait a little before 
asking the Minister of Finanee for an interview, which I have not yet done. 

The present position seems to be that both banks at Teheran have received aud 
vefused applications from the Persian Government for an overdraft, and that the latter, 
Uidhougi they made this applieation, are not willing to consent to an advance being 
nade jointly under the conditions laid down by you in your telegram No, 1272 of the 
Bist ultimo, the expenditurerof which would have to be controlled by the British and 


(2665) 4Q 


St, Petersburgh, September 2, 1909, 





334 


Russian Governments, If no such supervision is provided for, M. Kokovteof? will 
almost certainly refuse to agree to an advance; and it would seem therefore to be 
preferable that, until the Persian Government show themselves ready to accept the 
heeessary conditions, I should postpone discussing the matter with his Excellency. 





[83084] No. 564. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 2.) 

(No, 433.) 

(Telegraphic,) P, St. Petersburgh, September 2, 1909. 
TEHRAN. Telegram No. 710 of the 1st September. : 
There is not, in my opinion, any immediate danger of the Russian Government 

Srandiniog, the attitude of moderation which they have adopted and maintained up 

till now. 

‘They naturally resent the behaviour of the new Persian Government, and their 
unwillingness to make any advance at Tehran is due to a certain extent to this 
resentment, ‘The Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs informed me yesterday that the 
how governor at Tabreez had taken up an unfriendly attitude towards Russia, and had 
refused to call on the officer commanding the Russian troops. His Excellency said 

tallied with the general behaviour of the Persian Government. In a conversation 

hich Thad with M, Poklewsky on the 27th ultimo, he also showed considerable 
itation against the now régime in Persia, and declared that the Persians would have 
to be brought to understand the real state of affairs, 

Nevertheless the Russian Government, as you will have remarked, took up a 
sensible attitude in regard to the dismissal of M, Smirnow, and in another conversation 
which Thad yesterday with M. Poklewsky he said that opinion it would not do 
for Ruvsia to deliver a sort of ultimatuin to the Persian Government in regard to 
their attitude, but that the various opportunities which would offer, such as an 
advance of money, the withdrawal of troops, &e., should be utilised by the Russian 
Government to bring the Persian Government gradually to make the desired 
concessions, If some new injudicious action on the part of the Tehran Government 
does not exhaust the patience of the Russian Government altogether it is to bo hoped 
that they will adhere to the policy outlined above, 

Tntll antioipate that, the Financ Miniater wil put the greatest difficulties in 
the way of a money advance to the Persians, although M, Poklewsky alluded to the 
possibility of such & thing, 





(83079) No, 565. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No. 1280.), 
(Telographic.) P. 

RUSSIAN. troops in North Persia. 

I have received an urgent appeal from Persian Minister against the retention and 
high-handed action of the ne troops. He specially mentioned the Tabreez force. 
Ho urged that, even if they must be retained, they might make some show of acting 
through the governor and of supporting his authority, At present, he said, they were 
making the governor's position impossible by ignoring his authority. I replied that, 
as to withdrawal of the troops, I was sure that Russian Government wished to remove 
them as soon as order was secure, but that they must be their own judges of what 
Precautions wore necessary on their own frontier, and that no third Power could 
ictate to them on this point, I think, however, that his request that troops should 
acknowledge authority of governor is reasonable, and although I made no promise to 
the Persian Minister to make representations to Russian Government, you might in 
conversation with Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs mention this last point. 


Foreign Office, September 2, 1909. 


ea 
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[33194] No. 566. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Kdward Grey—(Received September 2.) 
(No, 434) 
(Pelezraphic.) P, St. Petersburgh, September 8, 1909, 

PERSIA. ese 

Please sce your telegram No, 1280 of the 2nd September. 

In a conversation which [had with the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day, 
Talluded to the complaint which the Persian Minister in London had made to you 
respecting the action of the Russian. general at Tabreoz, M. Sazonow replied that as 
the Persian governor of Tabreez had complained, amongst other things, of the alleged 
interference of General Suarsky in the civil administration of the town, he had at once 
begged the military authorities to send instructions to the genoral to the effect that hie 
should be careful to refrain from interfering in the way alleged. Both sides are, in the 
opinion of M. Sazonow, to blame. As regards the attitude of the governor it wen 
hostile from the very first (see my telegram No, 433 of yesterday's date), 

To my question as to whether the Russian Government had received. any 
information which indicated that measures for the re-establishment of order had been 
instituted by the governor, M. Sazonow replied that no reports had as yet reached him 
on the subject, but that the Russian troops would be withdrawn so aon as order yas 
re-established. 





(33195) No. 567. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3.) 

fs 435.) 
‘Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIA, 

Advances of money to Persian Government, 

In a conversation which Thad to-day with the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
his Excellency remarked that the Persian Government. appeared, geen iB toa 
telegram which had been received from M, Sabline, to dissociate themselves frem the 
efforts of the committee to obtain money. ‘The Persian Government hinted that no 
authorisation had been given to the committee to raise funds, and that ity. members 
were not fit people to be trusted with monoy. 

M, Sazonow informed me that he has telegraphed to M, Sabline for further details 
respecting the constitution of the committee, 


St. Petersburgh, September 8, 1909. 





[83286] No. 568, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office.—(Received September 4.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
September 3, 1909, 
sat LY ely fe your fivour of the 25th ultimo, Iwas not avare that any dubioty 
existed or that any misunderstanding was possible on the subject of the free shares ty 
be given to the Bakar chiefs in addition the cash subsidy. 
he agreement between the Khans and the concessionaire negotiated by Mr. J, Re 
Preece and dated the 15th November, 1905, provides as follows :- eS 2 


Sir, 


“ Further also, after the formation of one or more companies to work oil in the 
Bakhtiari country, and after the oil is passed through the Pipes the fist party under. 
i 


e to the second party 3 per cent. of all the ordinary shares tesued, which 
shares must be fully: paid up.” 


Thave another and more literal translation of this clause given to me by Mr. J, R, 
Preece, and it reads as follows : 


<u also after the formation of a petroleum company in the Bakhtiari country 
and after the fowing of petroleum through the pipes of every 100 ordinary publie shares 
of one or more petroleum companies that are formed in the Bakhtiarl country, three 
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shares will be given to the Bakhtiari Khans, and they (the syndicate) will not exact the 
tice of the threo shares of the Company from the Bakhtiari Kans and they (the 
syndicate) have not the right to demand the price of the three shares.’ 


Twould refer you to my letters to you dated the 25th June and the 18th July, from 
which you will see that the agreement was executed in Persian only. a 

‘The two companies, the only two companies, which will work oil in the Bakhtiari 
country, are :— 


1, The First Exploitation Company (Limited) ; and 
2, The Balchtiant Oil Company (Limited). 


The First Exploitation Company (Limited), is a company with an authorised share 
capital of 600,000 shares of 11, each, all these shares being of one class, and there have 
Yeon issued 560,000 of these shares all now fully paid. Tt has the right to work blocks 
aggregating one square mile which blocks were to be selected by it, and it has selected 
the whole of them ai Suleiman, which is in the Bakhtiari country. 

The Bakhtiari Oil Company (Limited) is a company with au authorised share 
capital of 400,000 shares of 1, each, all of these shares being of the same class, and there 
have been issued 300,000 of these shares all now fully paid. It has the right to work 
alloil in the Bakhtiari country minus blocks aggregating one square mile—the blocks 
referred to above as workable by the First Exploitation Gomy pany (Limited). 

Under their agreement of the 15th November, 1909, above referred to, the 
Bakhtiavi chiefs are therefore entitled to receive “after the oil is passed through the 

pes,” free of cost, 3 per cent. of the fi id shares, ie,, 15,000 shares of 1/. each 
in the First Expleitation Company (Limited), and 9,000 shares of 1 each in the 
Bakhtiari Oil Company (Limited) s i 

Also, whe if further shares of these two companies are issued and paid up, the 
Bakhtiari chiefs will be entitled to receive 3 per cent, of such further issue—“ after 
the oil is passed through the pipes.” 

Thave, &e. 
E, W. WALLACE, Vice-Chairman, 





[83326] No, 569. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 4.) 
(No, 714, 
(te il P, Gulakek, September 4, 1909. 

IN the final paragraph of any telegram No. 710 of the 1st September I reported 
my Russian colleague's allusion to a dissension between the Cabinet and the 
committee; but it now transpires that this was merely a disagreement between the 
Minister of War, who seems inclined to act independently, and the latter body. ‘The 
Sipahdar’s Russian sympathies have to a certain extent, brought him into diseredit, 
while the committeo's authority appears to remain unimpaired. 





{83317} No. 570. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 4.) 
(No. 715.) 
(Welegraphic:) P. Gulahek, September 4, 1909. 

TPH trai in goods imported at the Gulf ports has of late been largely diverted 
to the Karun in place of the Bushire-Ispahan route, owing to the insecurity of the 
Inder rout, |The Bushive customs receipts are consequently far from euficing for the 
monthly instalments of interest due to the Imperial Bank, and at present arrears of 
two months remain unpaid, 

Thave now received from the bank manager a request that T should press for the 
Mohammerah customs to be pledged, in addition to those of Bushire, for the service of 
this interest, 

Tan see no objection to this course, except that we would thus encroach on the 
revenues from which the interests on our Government loan, which are now two years in 
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arrear, are to be paid. For the service, however, of this loan the receipts at Ahwaz, 
Lingah, and Bunder Abbas should amply suffice. 

T await your jnstructions on this question. 

Reference is to your telegram No. 19 of the 11th January. 





[33176] No. 571. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beirne, 
(No. 1292.) 
(Telegraphic.)_P. Foreign Office, September 4, 1909. 
PROPOSED joint advance to Persian Government. 
I concur in suggestion in your telegram No, 432 of the 2nd September. 
In any case, one of the conditions on which we should insist would be that the 
expenditure of the loan should be supervised by us. 





[32489] No, 572. 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 


5 Foreign Office, September 4, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 28th June last, relative to the property leased 

Lynch Brothers by Sheikh Morteza at Shellilie, I am directed by Secretary 

ard Grey to inform you that he has received a despatch from His Majesty's 
Minister at ‘Te tating that on the 12th May, after the proposal to refer the 
question of the ow ip of that land to a Shari court at Nedjef had been made and 
accepted, he received a telegram from His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz to the effect that, 
according to Messra. Lynch’s agent, the sheikh was averse to the case being tried at 

Nedjef on grounds of expense and inconvenience, that he wished it to be referred to a 
court at Dizful, and that he asked that, if possible, a representative of His Majesty's 
consulate should watch the case, 

Sir G. Barclay replied that he could not then take any steps to modify the 
arrangement which had been proposed by Sheikh Morteza himself, and accepted. by the 
Moin-ut-Tujjar at Sir G. Barclay’s own request. 

As regards the penultimate paragraph of your letter of the 17th Juno, 
Sir G, Barclay states that he had already heard from His Majesty’s consul at. Ahwaz 
that Sheikh Morteza proposed to continue the construction of buildings on the land in 
dispute, and that he had replied that, if the works were forcibly stopped by the othor 
party, His Majesty's Logation could not interfere, You are doubtless right in thinking 
that the Moin-ut-Tujjar's real object is to prevent or delay the construction of the 
shed, but unfortunately the fact remains that the ownership of the land is disputed 
between two Persian subjects, and in such cases a foreign legation has no grounds for 
intervention 

‘The Moin-ut-Tnjjar has, moreover, been persuaded by His Majesty's Legation to 
accept a mode of settlement of this long-standing dispute proposed by Sheikh Morteza 
himself, and Sir G. Barclay is accordingly of opinion that it behoves the latter, in the 
interests of your company, to refrain at this stage from tardy objections to the course 
agreed to. 

HBS As regards the Inst paragraph of your Ietior reforred to, Sir G, Barclay tates that 
he will of course do all that he properly can to protect your company’s interests, even 
if Messrs. Lynch take possession of the premises before the question of ownership is 
decided, but he is not sure how far he should he able to go in supporting such a claim 
to the possession of premises held from a landlord whose title, at the time possession 
was taken, was known to be in dispute. t 

Tam to add that Sir E. Grey fully concurs in the opinions expressed by Sir G. 
Barelay on this subject. 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 
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[83327] No. 573. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 5.) 
(No. 716.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 

PERSIAN Government and committee. : 

Please see St. Petersburgh telegram No. 435 of the 3rd September, and my 
No. 714 of the 4th September. 

Sipahdar, Minister of War, recently sent a message to my Russian colleague 
asking that no advance might be made to the committee, thus occasioning the tele 
from a Sabline to which Mr, O'’Beirne refers. 1 do not profess to understand the 
intricacies of Sipahdar’s attitude; he has already more than once expressed to Russian 
chargé d'affaires a desiro to take refuge with him. This Minister's attitude, however, 
iso critorion for that of his colleagues, and, so far as I can ascertain, the committee, 
including as it does the majority of the members of the Cabinet, is in no way in 
conflict with the Government. 

"There could of course be no question of making an advance to the committee as 
distinct from the Cabinet, and although no doubt the former would direct in what 
manner the money should be spent, the Government proper would have to sign any 
agreement relative toa loan, ‘The new Government is, [have every reason to think, 
no less fit to be trusted with money than any other purely Persi ministration. 

In the event of the Persian Government apolying to us, M, Sabline would, I 
Delieve, be prepared, in spite of his hostility to the committee, which has shown such 
slight consideration for Russian amour-propre, to recommend to his Government a 
joint Anglo-Russian advance on the condition that it should be subjected to the same 
control as that proposed for the Russian advance which it was intended to make to the 
Persian Government under the old régime (see my despatch No. 129 for the conditions 
on which this advance was to be made). 


Gulahek, September 5, 1909, 





(38573) 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Recrived September 6.) 
(No, 717.) 
(Delegraphie,) P, 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL of Azerbaijan. 

Please seo St, Petersburgh telegrams Nos. 433 and 434 of the 2nd and 3rd September 
rospeetively. 

Thave telegraphed to His Majesty’s acting consul-general at ‘Tabreez requesting 
him to report on tho new governor-general, and particularly on his alleged anti 
Russian attitude. Mr, Smart has replied as follows 


Gulahek, September 6, 1909. 


" Brerything that cou bo expected from a governor-general with no military oF 
( 


financial support has been done, and although it is early to pass judgment on him, 
ho has already given proof of a reasonable spirit, and has had a morally pacifying 
influence on the province in general. 

*T cannot see that his attitude towards Russia has been hostile, He has talked 
frankly to Russian consul-general, exposing his plans and asking for any suggestions 
that ho might see fit to make, Ho had to protest immediately after his arrival against 
the Russians sending a force to Karadagh without any notification to him, and he 
hag since objected to other acts of interference on the part of Russia, although his 
attitude has on the whole been conciliatory. From the first my Russian colleague has 
een ill-disposed towards him. 

“Russian consul-general tells me that Russian general is charged with the main« 
tenance of order in Tubreex and in the neighbourhoorl of Julfa under consul-general’s 
instructions. Such usurpation of the governor-general’s functions by the Russians 
must of necessity produce friction. 

“Mukhber-es-Sultaneh declined to pay first call on the general on the ground that 
while this gentleman has no official status which can be recognised by the local 
authorities, the official representative of Russia had already paid first visit to him. 
told M. Miller that in my opinion the governor's view was correct, but urged the latter 
to adopt a conciliatory attitude on the question. He has now put the whole matter in 
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the hands of my Russian colleague, who has suggested a com ise by which I 
the incident will shortly be closed.” is gee 


On the 4th September an escort of 200 Cossacks, who will collect other troops en 
route up to a total of 900, left Tehran for Tabreez. 





[33588] No. 575. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 6.) 

(No, 718.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 6, 1909, 
MY Russian colleague is asking his Government to authorise him, in concert 

with me, to request our consuls at Tabreez to press Imam Kuli to admit Russians to 

partnership in his enterprise in order that its Russian character may be assured, 

stipulating, however, that the post of paid manager shall be reserved for Mr. Stevens, 
Reference is to my telegram No, 706 of the 3ist August, 


{33606} 
Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 


(No. 482. Confidential.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, August 30, 1909. 

IHAD the honour to receive your telegram No. 1246 of the 26th instant on the 
inorning of the following day, and the same afternoon I had an interview with the 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, at which handed tohis Excellency an aidesmeémoire 
concerning the proposal of His Majesty's Government that an advance of 50,0001. 
should be made to the Persian Government by the Imperial Bank and the Russian 
Bank respectively, I laid stress verbally on the financial straits in which the Persian 
Government. is placed, and the danger that if the proposed advance is not authorised 
by the British and Russian Governments the Tehran authorities may be driven to 
apply for money elsewhere, and I explained that it was therefore urgent to act 
promplly. 

M, Sazonow did not appear to see any objections to the proposal. He was aware 
that a sum of 100,001. had been atalt, set aside by the Bu n Government for 
the purpose of an advance to the ex-Shah shortly before he lost his throne, Ho said, 
however, that M. Kokovtsoff was absent from St, Petersburgh for a few days, but. that 
he would communicate with M. Weber, who is acting for him, and he would ask 
M. Weber, if he could not sottle the matter on his own authority, to telegraph to the 
Finance Minister for his assent, 

Before seeing M. Sazonow I happened to mect M. Poklovwski, who is better 
acquainted with Persian questions than the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, and T 
bad spoken to hin, of the proposed joint advance, ML. Poklewski sid that he thought 
M. Kokortzofl would be strongly apposed to tho Russian Bank making even so stall an 
advanceas suggested. M. Poklewski observed that when the ex-Shah was still on the 
throne His Majesty's Government had refused to make a similar advance ponding the 
nating of the Medjliss. [pointed out that the case. was quite diferent, beeauso the 
ex-Shah was then engaged in his final struggle with the Nationalists, and it might have 
been said that to lend money to His Majesty: was to furnish him with funds forthe fight, 

Poklewski went on to say that at the time when the British Government refused to 
join in the advance to Mohammed Ali which Russia wished to make, the Finance 
Minister had declared that if the Shah fell he would refuse to advance a’ penny to the 
new régime. The present Persian Government, ho continued, were adopting an 
attitude towards Russia which certainly did not entitle them to expect the latter to 
show herself accommodating, and the Emperor was decidedly of that opinion. I 
remarked that the advance could be made the means of bringing the Persian Governe 
ment to give Ru: tisfaction in the matters as to which she had cause to complain 
of the Persian attitude, and I also reminded M. Poklewski that Persia would necessarily 
have to find the money somewhere. However, he continued to dell on the unfriendly 
attitude of the Persians in a way which shows the strong resentment felt on the subject 
‘by the Russian Government. It was, he said, necessary that the Persians should 
understand that it was foolishness for them to talk of anyone showing confidence in 
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the Persian administration, either in regard to their methods of justice or otherwise, 
‘There was nothing to show that the new régime was a whit less corrupt and worthless 

than the old. On the contrary, there was reason to think that bribery was just as 
rife as formerly, and it was a well-known fact that the first Medjliss was anything but 
free from reproach in that respect, 

I referred to the necessity that would arise when the new Medjliss assembled of 
considering arrangements for a fresh Persian loan. M. Poklewski said, as to that, that 
the Persians had hetter reform their finances and obtain funds in that way. He was 
convinced that M. Kokovtsoff would not agree to take part ina loan, The Finance 
Minister had always been most reluctant to lend money to Persia, even under the old 
régime, which was friendly to Russia, and he certainly would not consent to do 0 now. 
Russia had no money to lend abroad; the Duma would refuse to guarantee a loan of 
the kind, and, in short, His Majesty's Government would have to finance Persia 
themselves, 

In the course of the conversation M. Pokleyrski touched on the question of the 
appointment of foreign advisers. He said that he understood that His Majesty's 
Government did not favour this idea, but he thought that it would be necessary to 
adopt it, He referred to a telegram from ‘Tehran, published by the “Agence de 
Saint-Pétersbourg,” reporting the speech made by Count Quadt on presenting his 
letters of credence. Count Quadt was reported to have said that Germany had no 
political interests in Persia, and the “Agence” telegram added that the Persian 
Government were desirous of selecting foreign advisers from among the countries 
which pursued no political aims, M. Poklewski, of course, saw a danger here of the 
Persian Government calling in German advisers, which must, above all, he avoided, 





















Speaking of the branches in which the British and Russian Governments’ might wish 
rospectively to advise the Persian Government, he stated thathe thought Russia would 
desire to reorganiso the Persian army, and he suggested that His Majesty's Government 


might wish to undertake the reform of the internal administration. I should not be 
surprised, though he did not say so, if the Russian Government had some thoughts of 
laying down their requirements with regard to foreign advisers as one of the conditions 
of the withdrawal of the Kasvin force. 

M. Poklewski would probably not wish to be quoted as having made certain of 


tho statoments above reported with regard to the views and intentions of the Russian 
Government, 























Thave, &c, 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 





(83675) No. 57. 
Mr, F. C. Strick to Foreign Office.—(Received September %) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
September 6, 1009. 
T BEG to inform you that the last telegram received ‘by my firm from 
Mx David Brown, of Tehran, in regard to the concession of the mining rights for 
Hormuz and the other Persian islands, was worded as follow: 


{Communicate the following to F. C. Strick and Co. (Limited) from D. Brown:— 
“Negotiations suspended for the present.’” 


‘This message was received on the 31st August. 


Sir, 














Thaye, &c, 
FRANK C. STRICK. 


(38681) No, 578. 





Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Ofice —(Ueceived September 7.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
September 6, 1909. 

i acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimoadvising that Sir E. 

Grey does not feel justified in approaching the Lords Commissioners of His Majes 

‘Treasury with a request for authority to incur the expense of sharing in the cost of a 
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ical survey for the part of Persia in which this company is carrying on work, 
and That tho Secretary of Slats foe Inala ats os UNSURE grant from 
Indian revenues for the purpose. : i; . 

We regret these dessions beoaus though triangulation of the country is 
necessary for the work of our company, it would also doubtless be of considerable value 
both to the British Government and to the Government of Persia, and therefore there 
would seem to be good grounds for a division of the costs, 

Under the circumstances, however, we have no alternative but to avail ourselves 
of Lord Morley’s kind offer to ask the Government of India if they can spare the 
services of an officer for the purposes of the proposed survey, on the understanding 
that the whole of the cost is to be defrayed by our company. 

I shall therefore be obliged if you will kindly cause this request to be put forward, 
‘at the same time explaining— 

1. That the officer should bring with him one or two native assistants, should he 
consider their services necessary. oe 

2, That the whole party should leave for Mohammerah as soon as possible in order 
to begin operations at the commencement of the cold weather. ; Hos 

8, That Messrs. Shaw, Wallace, and Co,, of Bombay or Kurachee, will, on application, 
arrange for passages, &c, 

4, That on arrival at Mohammerah the officer should! report himself to Messrs, 
Lloyd Seott and Co, who will make the neoessny arrangements for the equipment of 
the party, and instruct him as to the work required Te 

ave, &e. 








[Mlegible}, Director. 





(33680) No, 579. 
Anglo-Persian Oit Company to Foreign Office {Received September 7.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Strect, London, 
; September 7, 1909, = 

T BEG to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 80th ultimo advising receipt of 
telegram from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran reporting that he has been unable 
as yet to obtain an authoritative declaration from the Persian Government in regard to 
the payment of the Imperial commissioner's salary, but, that he has elicited a vague 
verbal statement to the effect that it is their intention to retain the present commissioner 
in the post. 

i the mounts T hays patditho eoramiesonor' a palney fun te macutureryAuETaG 
Sadigh-es-Saltench—and T now beg to. enclose copies of ‘some further correspondence 
that has passed between the commissioner and ourselves, of a letter received by the 
commissioner from the Persian Minister of Public Works, and of two letters exchanged 
between this company and the Persian Legation—all on the samo subject, : 

‘The letter of the Ist instant to the Persian Legation was written at the suggestion 
of Sadigh-es-Saltaneh, and presumably the reply is quite sufficient authorisation for us to 


Sir, 























uct upon pending receipt of a more formal authorisation from the Persian Goverament, 
through the medium of Sir George Barclay. 


Thave, &e, 
©. GREENWAY, Director, 







Inclosure 1 in No. 579. 





Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Sadigh-es-Saltaneh, 


Sir, August 19, 1909, 

1 AM in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, and of the latter one dated the 
18th enclosing receipt for payment of the commissioner's July salary, for which I am 
obliged. 

acta whe te ybar einen acest seen te embango placed on the 
payment of this salary. But we cannot be expected to have any cognizance of the 
changes which may have taken place in the Cabinet of your Government. 

So far as we are concerned, the position is that. your Government, by its Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, uotified us in April last, and again on the 21st May last, through 


{1665} 48 
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His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, that the commissioner's salary was to be paid direst 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

‘The only modification of this notification that we have received from your 
Government through His Majesty's Minister was an authorisation to pay the com- 
missioner's salary to you for the months of May and June only. 

Consequently, if your Government desire that we should continue to pay to you 
the salury instead of to the Minister for Foreign Aifiirs, it is necessary that they should 
officially; and through the same channel, eancel the above notifications. 

Tdo not wish to trouble you unduly in this matter, but it is, as Tam sure you will 
appreciate, irregular for us to go on paying you the commissioner's salary in opposition 
to the instructions of your Government now before us. I therefore hope that you will 
before the end of this month be able to induce your Government to withdraw, through 
the British Minister at Tehran, the notifications of April and May last. 

L may point out this is the more necessary seeing that the embargo still remains 
notwithstanding that your Government must have long ago received the copy of your 
lotter of the 21st May addressed to Mr, Wallace, in which you questioned their action, 

Tam, &e, 
©. GREENWAY, Director. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 579. 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Persian Chargé @ Affaires, 








Your Excellence September 1, 1909. 

SOME timo ago (in April and May last) we were on two ovcasions notified by the 
Persian Govariment throogh His Majesty's Miniter at ‘Tehran that, the mperial oil 
cornmissioner’s salary was to be paid by us direct to the Persian Minister for Foreign 

finirs, 

In June lust we received another notification through the same souree that the 
fulary might be paid by us to the commissioner up to the end of June, but not afters 
wet aoe had! boon summoned to Turan; 

His Excellency, Sadigh-es-Saltanch, has now shown us a letter dated early in 
August, from the Minister of Public Works, stating that the action of the Minister of 
Foreign Aftuirs in placing an embargo on the payment by us to the commissioner of his 
salary was irregular, and that the company should without, hesitation pay the salary to 
the commissioner as before, 

As this letter was not addressed to us we are not strictly entitled to take official 
notice of it, but.as we are desirous of overcoming the difficulty that is created by the 
conflict of advices, we shall be glad if you can officially authorise us to pay the 
commissioner's salary to Sadigh-es-Saltanch, 


























T have, &e. 
©. GREENWAY, Director. 


Taolosure 3 in No, 579. 
Sané-ed-Dowleh to Sadigh-es-Sallaneh, 


Tehran, beginning of August. 

REGARDING the suspension of the commissioner's salary the Ministry of Public 
Works has some time ago wired directly to you to the effect that the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company should pay the salary regularly as before to yourself, With a view to 
removing all possible difficulties a note seven days ago was sent to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs intimating that the imposition of embargo by that ministry on the 
commissioner's saliwy was an irregular proceeding and beyond the sphere of the action 
of that department, and they were requested to cancel the suspension by telegram, 
Irrespective of its having yet been communicated or not, the company has without a 
hesitation to pay as before the commissioner's salary directly to yourself, With 
regard to the arrears of 2,000 tomans, “annual rent of the three’oil mines,” you 
have not yet, in spite of the repeatedly strict instructions from the Ministry’ of 
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Public Works, taken necessary steps to obtain and send the same! Of course you will 
not allow the matter to be dragged on any longer and in accordance with the 4th clause 
of the concession you will get the suin in arrears which amounts to 16,000 tomans, 

SANE-ED-DOWLEH, 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 679, 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Sadigh-es-Saltaneh, 


Sir, September 2, 1909. 
REFERRING to your interview with me a few days ago I have as a matter of 
form, as you suggested, addressed a letter to the Persian Legation asking. for 
authorisation to pay you the commissioner's salary, but in the meantime pending 
receipt of their reply I have the pleasure to enclose a cheque for 831, 6s, 8d, on account 
of the salary for the month of August. ate 
am, &e, 


0. GREENWAY, Director 


Inclosure 5 in No. 579, 
Sadigh-es-Saltanch to Anglo-Persian Oi Company. 


Royal Palace Hotel, Kensington, London, 
Sir, September 2, 1909. 

YOUR letter of the 19th ultimo to hand, for which I'am obliged. 

With regard to the so-called embargo, you state that “if your Government desire 
that we should continue to pay to yon the salary, it is necossary that they should 
officially and through the same channel eancel the above notification,” I am surprised 
to seo that you have overlooked the official telegram of the new Government cancelling 
the embargo which I duly communicated to you on the 20th July. ‘The stress, that 
‘you put on the expression “the same channel” is quite unwarrantable. If you refer 
to all the communicati ve passed between the former and the present: 
oil companies, you will see that there was no other intermediary but, the Imperial 
commissioner, and a single mistake on the part of a member of the late Cabinet cannot 
establish rule or precedent. I also handed to you on Monday the 80th ultimo copy of 
‘letter received from our present Minister of Public Works respecting my swlary and 
2,000 tomans; this should be quite sutficient for you. 

T trust that you will give your immediate attention to the matter, especially of 
the 2,000 tomans, and settle it without further delay, which I am sure will be in the 
best interests of the company. 





























Yours truly, 
SADIGH-ES-SALTANEH. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 519, 
Persian Legation to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 
Sir, Persian Legation, September 4, 1909, 


IN reply to your letter dated Ist instant regarding the payments made by your 
‘company to the Imperial Commissioner (Sadigh-es-Saltanch) I'beg to say that'T have 








seen a telegram and a letter addressed to the commissioner by the Persian Minister of 
Public Works stating that he is to receive full payment, "Consequently I think you 
will be quite in order in doing so, 


Yours, &e, 
Persian Legation (2), 
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Inclosnre 7 in No. 579. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Savigh-es-Saltanch, 


Your Excellency, September 6, 1909. 

THAVE to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant. 

‘As regards the payment of the commissioner's salary to you, had, before receipt 
of your letter, sent you a cheque for the amount due for’ August, in anticipation 
of receiving the authorisation which you suggested my obtaining fom the "Persian 

sation. 

CoA aang maettcll Gioia Aingror nathan weer ame mel Terh 
itv does not (as I asked) specifically authorise the payment of the salary to you, I have 
no doubt that my board will consider the confirmation of the Persian Minister of Public 
Works’ telegram and letter, and the expression of opinion contaived therein, as 
sufficient for their purpose, pending receipt of the more definite authorisation which 
we have asked for from the Persian Government, through His Majesty's Minister at 
‘Tehran, in cancelment of their previous instructions. 

As regards the question of rent for the oil springs, and with reference to the 
nformation which you kindly gave to our vice-chairman in July last, we have now 
received definite information showing that not only has at least one of the springs been 
farmed out by others during the period of our concession, but that the farmer in 
question has regularly been’ paying to your Government a royalty—or rent—in 
respect thereof, 

Article 4 clearly contemplated that the 2,000 tomans to be paid by the conces- 
sionnaire was to be paid in liew of-—and not in addition to—the 2,000 tomans rental 
which had previously been paid to your Government in respect of these springs by 
private persons, and’ if your Government has, since the date of the concession, been 
collecting or receiving the same (or any) royalties or taxes, there 
ground at all for claiming payment of the 2,000 tomans by this company. 

Under the circumstances, therefore, I regret that, it will be impossi 
company to meet na they, have been antisGed nore fully th 
present that it is j 

‘Yo ussist in bringing the matter to a settlement I shall be much obliged if you 
will exercise your good offices in obtaining for us from your Government the following 
information -— 



































absolutely no 





ble for the 
han they are at 








1, The names of the “private persons” who were paying the 2,000 tomans 
annually referred to in article 8 of the concession prior to the 28th May, 1901, and the 
mount paid annually by each, 
2, The amounts claimed or collected since the 28th May, 1901, from any of the 
above persons—or any one else—in respect of any of the three springs. 

3, ‘The amounts, if any, still due by these persons in respect of royalties or rents 
on the three springs. 

4, Whether any official intimation was sent to these persons on the 28th May, 
1901, or subsequently thereto, that the three springs had been included in our 
concession, and therefore thut thereafter the rents would be payable to the con- 
cessionnaire, 











With this information before us, but not otherwise, it should be practicable to 
aie af the amount payable by this company in respect ‘of the eouiition covered by 
article 4, 

Yours, &e, 
©. GREENWAY, Director, 













[39703] No. 580. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edword Grey.—(Rereived September 7.) 
(No. 719.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. Gulahek, September 7, 1909. 
I HAVE received a ‘letter from the manager of the Imperial Bank, in which he 
informs me that he has received from the Persian Government an application for a 
temporary advance of 100,000 fomans. ‘They offer as security for this advance Crown. 
jewels estimated at 500,000 tomans. ‘These they wish the Imperial Bank to transmit 
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Crédit Lyonnais at Paris, from whom they hope to obtain a larger sum at lower 
ane eee enna security, ‘The Persian Government would repay the Imperial 
Bank in the event of either successfully contracting the more substantial loan or 

ing the jewels. 3 Re ican 
seling Viod las strongly recommended to his principals the advisability of under- 
ae a ene ML Sabline of this, T am telling him that, in view of the purely 
commercial character of the transaction, the directors of the Imperial Bank must be 
free to consult their own interests in the matter. 





[83267] : No. 581. 
Sir G, Lowther to Sir Eiieard Greve 





([Received September 7.) 
(No. 315.) 4 : 

ic.) P. Constantinople, September 7, 1909. 
(PeleprAPRRING to your despatch No, 7 of tho Sth April last, I have been asked by 
Rifaat Pasha whether the charge of Ottoman interests may now be taken over by His 
Majesty’s consuls at Lingah and Bunder Abbas. 








[33717] No, 582, 


‘Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 





(No, 438.) 

(Telegraphic.) Pe 
PERSIA ; Confidenti 
Please see telegram 


St. Petersburgh, September 7, 1909, 








(0. 680 of the 22nd ultimo from Sir G, Barclay. 

I was told to-day, privately, by M. Poklewsky that the aietee of the transfer of 
the Russian yice-consulate from (I'understood him to say) Hosainabad to Birjand is 
under consideration by the Russian Government. The former place has, 1 presume, 
een the head-quarters of the Russian, consul for Seistan up tonow. M. Poklewsky 
spoke of the arrangement as if it was intended to be one of a permanent nature, 











(33703) No, 588. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


(lologrphie) R Foreign Office, September 7, 1909. 
YOUR telegram No. 719 of the 7th September, last paragraph : Advance to Persian 

Government by the Imperial Bank on seourity of Stato jewels, 

Tagree. : 























(83627) No. 584, 
Sir Fdieard Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 
(No. 457.) A 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 7, 1909. 





*BURKISH interests at Bander Abbas, 
[have received a request from Ottoman Government to allow His Majesty's consul 
to take charge of their interests at Bunder Abbas and Lingah. If we donot agree to do 
this, they will ask German Governmeiit to do so, therefore I am desirous of complying 
with their request. ne 

Could the residency agent at Lingah take charge of Turkish interests until someone 
is appointed to the consulship there? Meanwhile, I propose to reply that His Majesty's 
consul there shall receive instructions to take charge, as soon as his appointment is 
decided on. 

















{isi 
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[38317] No, 585, 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 


(Contidentiat 


Foreign Office, Semember 8, 1909, 


” WITH ref i 
ference last, relative to the service of the 


ea ofthat lous, to that ofthe ba 1 loan to the Persian Government. 
Bunder Abn Lyegetttament of Sir G. Barclay that the receipts of the customs at 


ih eames uae oe for the service of the Government loan 


the Lords Commissiones DMiieye Mane te ee ae 

miner Sir Grey , subject to the concurrence of 

a : jesty’s ‘Treasury, t im by 

~omply with the manager's request, should he see no ete eee FETED 
Tse, 


+ Tam to add that a similar letter has been addressed to the India Office 
Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(83317) 


(Contd Foregn Office to India Office. 
ir, 
WITH rote Foreit Sihien 

Aven i He ae fms letter ot the 23rd March. it la Se aes, 
8 1 rsi, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Gen 1e 

to you herewith copy ofa telegram from INU eR es amleae 

mane or aunges ofthe Tuperial Bank of Borsa is prasing hin to oh 
it 6 customs receipts of Mo e] whi rs 

sorvice of that loan, to that ofthe bank's own hea aah boc eee Pledged to 


Ih view of the statoment of Sir G. trey eee 


inder Abbas, iN t for the service of the G im 
Abbas, Linga, and Ahwaz are sullicient esi the Government I 
mnt Joan 


without thoso of Mohammerat 3. G i 
Viscount aioricy, (hurr, Sit E. Grey i disposed, subject to the c 
‘ ua See Crea , Subject to the concurrence of 
should ho eon bjetion to such a oun Pe © MPI HD the managers eq : 
am to add that a similar letter has been addressed to the ‘Treasu 
sed to the Treasury. 
Tam, &, * 
LOUIS MALLET, 


that the receipts of the customs at 








(83855) No. 587, 


‘The Inperial Bank of Persia to Foreiyn Office. 


Dear Mfr, Mallet, 
_, WITH reference 
fidential otter from th 
with statement of del 
enclose a dra 
approve its terms, 


—(Received September 9.) 


. 25, dbchurch Lane, London, Septem! 

(o gue conversation of yesterday, I ee ene ries 

ue Shiet mauoger of the bank, Tehran, dated the 14th An, + 

fis and translation of our telegram to Tehran of the 11th Augget 
elegram we propose sending to ‘Tehran toslay, ff sea 


Yours truly, 
: JACKSON, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 587. 


onion 1») Mr. Wood to Mr, Newell, 
ar Mr. Newell, 
TWROTE you last on th . Tehran, August 1 
i Be the 11th instant, and si = » August 14, 1909. 
waning orca sr ae ee a 
H We sent 


+ No. 570, 
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in the same day to the legation a list of principal debtors, together with a letter in the 
sense of your message. 

Yesterday I saw Sir G. Barclay on the subject, and he was strongly of opinion 
that to include those debts which have been taken over by Government would tend to 
(weaken our claim on the latter, who (i.e., the new Government) have expressed their 
intention to dispute some of the accounts. Such debts, therefore, will not be included 
in the list submitted to the Persian Government by the legation. 

‘A short time ago Sir G. Barclay telegraphed to the Foreign Office asking what 
line of action His Majesty’s Government intended to adopt in connection with such 
debts, but so far is without instructions. As a distinct understanding is most desirable, 
Thave prepared a statement of these debts, and inclose it herein for the information of 
the Foreign Office. A copy has also been sent to Sir G, Barclay, who thinks that the 
matter had better be laid before the Foreign Office by the bank. 

Tf the present Persian Government dispute any of the items, it can only be on the 
plea that their predecessors had no right to enter into such engagements ; but this is 
To argument at all, for after the coup @Btat of June 1908 the Shah reverted. to 
autocratic Government, formed a cabinet, and had responsible dealings with foreign 
Powers. Under these circumstances Ido not see that the British Government need 
have any hesitation in holding the present Persian Goyernment responsible for the 
acts of their predecessors. 

T have discussed the matter in this sense with Sir G. Barclay, who does not 
actually say, or even suggest, that support will not be forthcoming, but there appears 
to bea lukewarmness about’ the affair which I think ought to be dispelled without 
delay. It must be remembered that when the Foreign Office asked us not to advanco 
any money to the Government in connection with the Amin-ul-Zarb affair, wo 

scrupulously corried out their wishes to our own detriment, and did all in our power 
to further their policy in Persia. 
Yours sincerely, 
4, 0, WOOD. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 587. 
Srareaest of Debts taken over by the Persian Government, 


Exrolusive of Interest. 





Amount Date when passed. | Authority. 





Krams 
NasreoSlianch «| 20614 May 6, 1905 Autograph order of Musatfer-od-Din Shut and 
thy Prin Anise, 630.000 Kran 
“Apsil 12,1905.) Autograplt order of Muzaer-d-Din, Shab, and 
the Hino Minister, 1081,508°80 kris 
Shon-esSultaneh ..| 2,100,000 | Jaly 27,1907 .,| Autograph order of Mobamed Ali Shal 
Wy ut Minister of Pinan, and ly accepted 
{or payment by the Adminiatrator-General of 
| ape Passo by Miner of id ratifod bj 
‘Ausir Bohador Jang | 1,200,000 | Apsil 2 1908 ‘Minister of Finance, aid ratiod by 
‘ “3 5 ees in on 2th Aug, 1005 
rd duly accepted by Adwinistrator-Genera 
of Customs, 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh 650,000 November 24,1906 | Pro note of Mushir-ed-Dowleh_ as Prime 
Minister. Tho Adi strator-General of 
Customs bas paid interest on this debt up to 
20th September, 1908, 
Nizamcul-Mulk <<} 200,000 | April 21,1908 | Passed by Sanied-Dowleh an Ministar of 
Finance, 


Mohamed Ali Shah | 1,642,444-70 | December 9, 1908 ..| Autograph order of Mobaned Ali Shab, passed 
by the Prime Minister amd Minister of 
| oauco, and day sosopted for payiont by 
the Adiinistrator-Genoral of Custom 
Nayed-esSaltanch | 1,11,012-85 | March 17,1908 | Order of Prime Minister and’ 31. Naus 
252,102 krans 
April 17,1909 «| Onder of Prime Minister, 1055,810°85 krans, 
| Both duly accepted for payment by Adminise 
‘rator-eneral of Customs. 
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Tnelosure 3 in No. 587. 
Inperial Bank of Persia, London, to Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran. 


(as ic.) London, August 11, 1909. 
ERERRING to “Times” telegram to-day, submit list principal debtors to 
legation, make strong representation that bank have priority of claim should payment 
be levied by Government on Persians swho are large debtors to bank, otherwise they 
will be denuded of means of settling with us. 


SSE e 
Tnelosure 4 in No. 587. 


Mr. Wood to Mr. Newell. 
(Confidential.) 
(Bxtract,) 
* GOVERNMENT debt, 
Tn the various discussions with regard to the late Sh 
a'Escompte, Sir G. Barclay refrained from mentioning our elaim because it has alreniy 
been passed as a Government liability, but at the last discussion he considered it 
advisable to introduce the subject in case of subsequent prejudice. He is writing to 
the Horeign Office on the subject of my letter to you, dated the Lith August, regarding 


Which I wired you on the 23rd instant not to take any action until further advice. Hi 
Totter, I believe, leaves to-day, 


Tehran, August 25, 1909. 








h's debt to the Banque 





—<—— 
0. 587, 


Draft Telegran from Imperial Bank of Persia, London, to Imperial Bank 
of Persia, Tehran. 


REFERRING to your letter of the 14th August, y 
nd represented to them that the bank's full cli 
would ly prejudice bank's positio, 





Tnelosure 





in 








have been to Foreign Office 
im must be put forward, otherwise 
in any future settlement, We draw your 
attention, to Blue Book, particularly pp. 38-40 and 54. We are convinced Foreiga 


Office ‘will make strong efforts to obtain prompt fulfilment of Bushire custoce 
arrangements, 


















[33881] 10. 588, 





G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 9.) 
(No. 720.) 


(Pelographic.) _P, 
INDIAN oil guard. Please see my telegram No. 
or ‘Trevor has pointed ont that the oil c 

‘gnard should they remain much longer at Ahwwu%. 
He proposes that at least four of these men might be retained to form the 

Mohammorah consular escort. 

our men would, in my opinion, amply suffice to 
work in the Kerkha district, and afterwards to constitute 
Sheikh Khayzal has no objection to the 


Tehran, September 9, 1909, 
of the Sth August 
company may object to paying the 

















facilitate Mx. Wilson’s survey 


stitute a regular consular guard, 
retention of a cousular guard, 








(83895) No. 589, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey 





Received September 9, 

(No, 721.) : i ) 

(Telegraphic.)* P. Gulahek, September 9, 1909, 
HIS Majosty’s acting consul-general at Bushire telegraphs on the subject, of 

‘Turkish interesis at Bunder Abbas and Lingah (please see your telegram No. 457 

of the 7th September), that these could be entrusted to His Majesty's consul at the 


former plice, and that the consular agent at the latter, who is one of the most influential 
men there, could also well be charged with them, 
Teoncur in Captain Trevor's opinion. 











[83915] No. 590. 
“ Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received September 9.) 
(ieeearh ; Gulatek, September 9, 1909, 


.) P. A . cae 
‘PHIS afternoon at 4 o'clock the ex-Shah left the Russian Legation for Enzeli with 
se Parsnn Conacia unes 6 Raawianoficak enor ick co Ht as RAEN, WHEN 
i ieved by Russian troops. f 
er Teo pany il be tnccineasied to EnMsl by a month ot ihe Hae Ghee 
legation and three sowars and three Cossacks from the British and Russian Legations: 
respectively. 





(33881) No, 591. 
ward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





Sir E 

(No, 458.) 
(oloaphic) P 

OTL gaara. i taketh Meee 

MY telegram No. 432 of the 23rd August ‘Baye you ‘authority (as requires y 
telegram No. 790 of to-day) to instruct His Majesty’s consulygeneral at Bushive fond 
Away the guard and to relain four of them to help Wilson, You aro agin authorived 
to do this, but I must know exact cost of retention before I lay matter before Treasury 

telegram referred to above). ee : 

ee Ne inti clas Have aniee ection a oat orerrec ck Talia get of 
consular escort for Mohammerah, and, before asking for this sanction, I must be in a 
position to show that the eousular escort is necesst 


Foreign Office, September 9, 1909, 











(33855) Ee, 


Sir Elward Grey 20 Sir G. Barclay, 

(Reicgephi P, Foreign Office, Septenber 9, 1909. 
GLAIMS of Imperial Bank of Persia, ‘ : 
Seon Blue Book Not (Pe in), 1909,” Sir C. Spring-Rice's despatches Nos. 32 

of the 12th July and 13th September, 190 

Bank hope that those claims, which Persian Goverment took: over, wil not be 

omitted when the moment ar hey aro ansions about payment of theit clans 

T have informed bank that we have no reason to suppose from anything we have 

received from you that you favour omission of these claims. 











and 














(83673) Ot nee 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 





Foreign Office, September 9, 1909. 

” WITH reference to your telegrams No. 433 of the 2nd and No, 434 of the 
3rd instant relative to the attitude of the Russian towards the Persian Government, 
with special reference to the situation created at ‘Tabrees by the an RC eos 
there of the new governor genera ahd the Russian general and troops 1 have to 
Fnform you that I read to the Russian Ambassador on the ih, instant the fet au 
the first sentence of the second paragraph (as far as the word “Russians”) of i 
telegram addressed to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran by the British acting sonal 
general at Tabreez, reporting on the actions of the Mukhber-es-Sultanch, and his 
alleged hostile attitude to the Russians since his arrival at his post. eee 

Mr. Smart's telegram referred to was repeated to this office in Sir G. Barelay’s: 
telagram No, 717 ofthe Oth instant, which was also sent to you. 


E. GREY. 





4U 



































850 


(32422) No. 594. 








Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Foreign Ofice, September 9, 1909. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to approach you on tlie subject of 
the extension of telegraphic communication in the Persian Gulf, 

In the report of the sub-committee of the Committee of Imperial Defence appointed 


to consider questions relating to the Gulf, which is dated the 26th Janary last, the 
following passages occur:-— 


Sir, 


‘“A scheme for establishing wireless telegraphy stations 
the consideration of the Government of India 
stablishing, for strategical purposes, such stations on the coast of India. . 

“ick Eegponal to fit the threo subsidised vessela in the Gulf with wireless telégraphy 
is under consideration by the India Office, Admiralty, and Foreign Offee.” 





ions in the Gulf is now under 
connection with a general scheme for 












Tn a letter addressed to this department on the 5th August, 1908, the India Office 
gave details of this scheme, but, in spite of the strong support lent to it by the Covers: 
mont of India, it was not at that time taken into practical consideration for financial 
reasons, 

In a further letter, dated the 28th October, 1908, the 
installation of wireless telegraphic apparatus on board the three subsidised vessels 
employed in. the suppression of the arins traffic in the Gulf was discussed. This 
Pigposal which omanated originally from the ollicer commanding His Majesty's ship 
“Sphinx,” was warmly approved by His Majesty's consul-general at Bushits 

On the 20th Februnry the India Otfice addressed to this. departn 
Teltor, from which it appeared that the cost of the sehemo, as calonlated by Mr. Alice 
of the Colonial Office, would be much below the estimate previously furnished, 

Sir E. Grey, on the 23rd March, caused a letter to be addressed to the India Office 
in reply to this communication expressing the belief, founded on his exporiouce in the 





particular question of the 


























a further 




















ease of the Zanzibar and Pemba cable, that the figures furnished by Mr, Akers wens 
likely to be necurate, 

On the 18th August the India Office forwarded to this department copy of a 
telegram from the Government of 1 





relative to the reported intention of 
Messrs. Wénckhaus and Co. to establish communication by wireless telegraphy 
betw Bahrein and Bushire, to wl ich, on the 24th August, he caused a reply to 
bo sent in the form of an enquiry a8 to whether any further steps had been taken *° 
carry out the Indian scheme, 

On the 26th August the India Office addressed a further letter to this department, 
Growing attonton to the tolewram above referred to and expressing Viscount, Morley’, 
opinion that, if a British system of wireless telegraphy was to be installed in the Gulf, 


this should be done as soon as possible at the joint expense of the Imperial and Indian 
Exchequers. 


Tam to stato that Sir E, Grey entin 
‘nd is of opinion that the rapid ex: 
itoportance to Imperial int 
and also to ensure greater o 
arms traffic in the Gulf. 

Ae question has, moreover, acquired greater urgency than ever in view of the 
Teported intention to establish similar system under German auspices, to forested 
Which is a matter of the first necessity, 

1 am accordingly to express the hope that the Lords Commissioners 
‘Treasury will give their early aud favourable consideration to the que 
We expenses involved in the execution of the scheme in the manner 
to state that further communication will be addressed to you on th 




















ly concurs in the view expressed in this letter, 
cution of the contemplated scheme is of great 
ts from a commercial as well as a political point of wow, 
ficiency in the measures taken for the suppression of the 












of His Majesty's 
ion of dividing 
roposed, and I am 








ie subject as soon 
as a del to of these is received. 
Copies of the correspondence referred to in this letter are enclosed herewith. 
Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 











* Inula Office, August 5 and October 28, 1908, ani February 


20, 1909; to dito, March 25; India Otic, 
August 18; to ditto, August 24; India Office, August 26, 1909, ‘ 
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[32633] No, 595. 
Foreign Office to Tndia Office, 


Sir, Foreign Offer Septenber 9, 1900. 

3 i tary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to yon herewith copy o! 
a ce aa aa eae Ba Saar relative_to the advisability of 
discontinuing the privileges now allowed to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) 





in connection with the exchange of telegrams between their central office and their 

ives in Arabistan. ; , ’ 
Tree ie Guay lanises va Majon Cox miconsiderily that there is much to be said 
for the view expressed on the subject by Lieutenant Wilson, but before taking any 
definite steps in the matter he would be glad to be favoured with any observations 
which Viscount Morley may have to offer as to the course to be adopted in dealing 
with the question. 


Tam, &, * y 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[32422] No. 696. 


Foreign Offce to India Office. 


si Foreign Office, September '), A, 
~ H ir Edward Grey sledge the receipt of your 
AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge of yo 
Ilan Gt ie BIN einen sre ONG Proposed. establishment, under British 
ft tem of wireless telegraphy in the Porsian Gulf, : 
SET ail iene you aneneTiy ase ice, Goa een emoueTe arta 
expressed by Viscount Morley on the subject, and in the terms of the telegram which 
ie erclguigr ropes ala veaal ea Hal Clo vaca eee Neat regard (0 it, 
1am farther to transmit 9 you horevith copy of Ietar which Sir E, Groy as 
caused to be addressed to the ‘Treasury,t inviting the favourable consideration of the 
Lords Commissioners of the proposal to divide the expenses involved in the exeoution 
of the scheme between the Imperial and Indian Exchequers pending the receipt of a 
definite estimate. 

















Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLED, 





[83286] No. 597, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, . 


ieee Foren Ofer Seyler 10,1900 
| WITH reference to your despatches No. 89 of the 28th April and No. 148 of iho 
20th ae relative: to. tue ‘attitude of ther A iglo-Persian Oil Company towards the 
Bakhtiari khans as regards the allotment to the latter of shares in companies eee 
for the exploitation of the oil deposits in their country, Lhave to inform you that, on 
the 26th ultimo, on the receipt of the later despatch referred to, T caused a lotter to bo 
addressed to the company stating that some doubt appeared to exist as to their 
intentions on this point, and asking for an authoritative statement of the exact position 
Khans in this respect. ; 

Real nee ne eile ortiecnias ‘has now been received from the 
company,t from which it appears that the khans are entitled to receive, “after the oil is 
passed through the pipes, ” free of cost, 3 per cent. of the fully-paid shares in both the 
First Exploitation and Bakhtiari Oil Companios (Limited), eae 
‘The explanation thus furnished appears to me, so far as Tam able to judge, to. be 
satisfactory, and the suspicions entertained by Messrs. Lorimer, Wilson, and Ranking 














+ No. 528, No. 504, $ No, 008, 
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as to the honesty of the company’s intentions towards the khans to be founded ona 





misapprehension caused by a lack of clearness in the statements of the company’s 
representatives on the spot. 
Tam, &. 
B. GREY. 





[34083] No. 598. 
India Office 10 Foreign Office. —(Received September 11.) 


Sir, India Office, September 9, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence as to the unsatisfactory conduct last 
year of the consular guard at Ispaban, T am directed by the Secretary of Stato in 
Council to enclose copy of a letter from the Government of India reportitig that. they 
fire treating af expenditure in connection with Persian consulates, to be equall y defrayed 
by British ‘and Indian revenues, the salary and travelling allowances of Lieutenant 
Ranking duriug the period of his deputation from the sith December, 1908, to the 
Sst March, 1909, to give evidence at the court-martial proceedings that were instituted 
aas the result of the incidents at Ispahi 

Subject to the concurrence of Secretar rey, Viscount Morley proposes to 
approve the proceedings of the Government of India, the effect of which will be to 
releve the Anglo-Persian Oil Company of a charge of approximately 718 rupees 
wmonth (5742, 8x, aeyear) in respect of Lieutenant Ranking’s salary from the 18th 
January last, when the syndicate became chargeable with the seat of the cl guard, till 
the 81st March last, and to impose a corresponding charge on British and Indian 
Teventies, together with a charge for Lieutenant Ranking’s travelling allowance while 
on deputation to India, the amount of which has so far not been reported, 

Tam, &c. 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


——<$<$<$<— 





























Inclosure in No, 598, 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 





Simla, July 29, 1909. 
ee to our telegram dated the Bist December, 1908, we have the 
for the information of His Majesty's Government, that before 
Lieutenant Ranking proceeded to Ahwaz to take over the duties of consul from Captain 
Lorimer, he was deputed to India, at the instance of the military authorities, to, give 
1 evidence at the court-martial proceedings instituted against the late consula 
Ispaban for the insubordination which was referred to in your Lordsh 
despatch dated the 11th December, 1908, 
2 As this duty was unconnected with that of the Indian guard attached to the 
Gil Concessions Syndicate, we are of opinion that no part of the cost of Lieutenant 
Ranking’s deputation, which lasted from the 80th December, 1908, to the Sist March, 
1909, eam in fairness be recovered from the syndicate, We have accordingly directed 
that his salary and travelling allowance for’ this period should bo charged to civil 
estimates, and treated as expenditure connected, with the Persian consulates, 
3. We trust that onr proceedings will meet with your approval, and that His 
Majesty's Government will agree to bear a moiety of the charges involved, 
We have, &e, 
MINTO, 
KITCHENER, 
H. ADAMSON, 
J. 0. MILLER, 
W. L. HARVEY, 
G. F. WILSON. 
8. P. SINHA. 


WITH referc 


honour to report 
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No. 599. 





(34695) 
Anjuman Eyaleti to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 11.) 


élégraphii Tabriz, le 11 septembre, 1909. 
(TE REGRE xemurance Légotion rose duprds Cabinet persan ot Paissances sins 
garantie, consuls russe anglais devant Endjoman eyaleti, fores militaire rusee, aw lien 
refréner ses agressions, augmente toujours son intervention illégitime apts maint 
covnnis par troupes russes pendant absence gouvernet's prétextantsgourité publique, | 
ils continuent en sa présence leur maniére agir; récemment ils expédibrent déta 5 
ment Cosaques soldatsavee deus canons, insu gouverneurd Caradja Dagh pour restituer j 
leurs revendications auprés Rahim Khan, lui enlevérent somme considérable comme i 





indemnité leurs réclamations 5 ils attaguérent maison, Ali Khan, & Caradjo Dagh, i 
saccagtrent, tubrent sa fille, “Consul russe  Kazvin intervient directement affaires il 
indigenes. ’ Co qui survit aux cruautés exScluh devient leur proie, | Désespoir i 
supréine, perissons sous tyrannie. Si vos peines, sacrifices sont pour genre hima, ne ( 
sommes-nows. pas corps et dimes i famille humaine? Présenee troupes russes cause ii 
anarchie continuelle. An nom humanité sollicitons assistance, délivrance. i 
Eyanen, \ 








| 
[34038] No. 600. {| 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 11.) | 


72. 
arena) P. Gulahek, September 11, 1909. ‘| 
SHAHRUD telegraph line, cae 

Please see your telegram No, 1219 of the 2st August to Mr, O'Beime, 

Seeing that the Russian Government are in agreement with us, could we not / 

immediately set to work on the erection of this line? Mr. Barker would, however, j 
squire Ki hhorisation for this. ; | 

TeuuTSvave mentioned this project to M. Sabline, but his Government. haye not | 

consulted him on the matter, 








(84116) No. 601. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 11.) 








5 } 

(Sogeanh ) P. Gulakek, September 11, 1909. H 
MONDAY, the 18th September, has been announced by the Persian Government 

as the birthday of Sultan Ahmed Shah. " 


‘The King may wish to send his felicitations to the Shah on this occasion. 





i 
SS SSS ee i 
(34121) No, 602, a 
Sir A, Nicolson to sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 11.) 


St, Petersburgh, September 11, 1909. 
y telegram No. 1219 of the 2lst August and telegram No. 724 { 
lajesty’s aS aT ae dated to-day. I 
Me eG on eieeenineme ese | 
erection of the second wire. There is therefore no reason why work on it should not 
be begun immediately. 
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(84038) No, 608, 


nal Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


‘legraphic.) R. Foreign Office, September 11, 1909. 


SIR G. BARCLAY’S telegram No. 724 [of 11th September: Persian telegraphs : 


Duplication of Tehran-Shahrud line], 
Have Russian Government any objection ? 
(Repeated to Tehran, No, 460,) 





(83895) No. 604, 


6, 401.) Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, : 
(Telographic.) R. Foreign Office, September 11, 1 
YOUR telogram No, 721 [of 9th Soptember: Bunder ian EE Re 
Please give instructions accordingly. 





(33895) No. 605, 


Lg Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. 
a wn) ward Grey to Sir G. Lowther. 
Nelegraphic) P, Foreign Office, 8 
phere “i e, Seplember 11, 1909, 

IN reply to your telegram No. 315 of the 7th September, you may inform Porte 
that, pending appointment of a vice-consul, which will, we hope, not be delayed, His 
Majesty's consular agent at Linga and His Majesty’s consul at Bunder Abbas will be 
authorised to take charge of Turkish interests there. 





(88606) No. 606, 


., Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne, 
(No. 250, Confidential.) : a 
i, : Foreign Office, September 11, 1900. 

T HAVE recoived your despatch No, 482, Coniidential, of the 36th ultimo reporting 
Conversations which you have had with the Acting Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and the newly appomted Russian Minister at Tehran on the subject of the proposed 

sian Government. 


w in the nature of a loan is a small 
nt safely to tide over a period of 
d to anticipate « possible application 





(83681) No. 607. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Off 
ico ee Foreign Office, September 11, 1909. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 18th ‘line whats dhe dedi otis 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to undertake a topographical survey of the olleproducit 
regions of Persia, Tam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that ke 
caused the company to be informed of Viscount Morley’s views on the subject. 
Tam to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the company,* expressing 


* No. 578. 


335 


their desire to avail themselves of his Lordship's offer to obtain from the Government of 
India, on their behalf, the loan of the services of an officer for the purposes of the survey, 
on the understanding that the whole of the expense incurred in connection with these 
proceedings should be defrayed by the company. 

Tam to observe that the company ask at the same time that: certain explanations 
may be conveyed to the Government of India in connection with their request, and to ~ 
express the hope that Lord Morley will see no objection to compliance with their wishes 


in this re 
ess Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(33680) No. 608, 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Conpany. 


Sin, Foreign Office, September 11, 1909. 

I AM directed by Socretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt, of your 
letter of the 7th instant relative to the tenancy of the post of Persian Imperial Com- 
missioner for the oil concession. 

Tam to inform you, in réply, that, in view of the information communicated to 
you in my letter of the 30th ultimo, Grey concurs in the opinion expressed by 
you, that the answer of the Persian Legation, dated the 4th instant, to your enquiry of 
the Ist, constitutes, in spite of the vagueness of its terms, sullicient. authority to 
justify the payment to the Sadegh-es-Sultanch of the commissioner's salary for August 
pending the receipt of more formal declaration from the Persian Government through. 
His Majesty's Legation at ‘Tehran, 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLE 


(34117) Bios1G0s 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 12.) 
(No. 726.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 12, 1909, 

T HAVE received the following telegram, No, 188 of the 11th September, from 
His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez :— 

“Sattar Khan, charged w ion to Ardebil, has now left Tabreoz. Bofore 
his departure he endeavoured, by means of a paid demonstration, to prevent. the 
governor-general from enforcing his despatch. ‘The governor, however, did not give 
way, and must be credited with a marked success,” 


(34116) No, 610. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 462.) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, Septeniber 12, 1909, 
CONSUL your colleagues as to what steps thelr Governments ero taking with 
regard to the Shah's birthday, and act similarly. 





(34173) NOWELL 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 18.) 
(Wo. 162.) 
Sir, pg Gulahek, August 24, 1909. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 110 of the 
24th ultimo. 
My Russian colleague informs me that his Government maintain no guards on the 
TuleTabrees and Rest-Tebran roads, but I need hardly polut out that the condition 
of these roads is very different from that of those in the south. So far as my 
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experience goes, the Resht~Tehran toad has alvays been perfectly safe, and in normal 
times the same may be said of the road from Julfa to Tabreez 

T lad hoped before this to have the advantage of diecussiog with His Majesty's 
consul-general at Bushire the question of the better protection of trade on the 
southern roads, but Major Cox who had intended to pass through Tehran in July on 
his way home has been obliged to postpone his leave until now, and as he desires to 
Uoliat Roglanal/dalabonl wnt pomiblorl have cobaaived ia is ropes that hs should 
proceed direct to England, und that he should defer bis visit, to ‘Tebran until his return 
journey in November, You will thus have an opportunity of seeing him before I shall, 
‘and ns you may wish to discuss with him the proposil mentioued in my despatch 
No, 122, I transmit papers regarding it, 

Since my despatch above mentioned, f have again talked over this scheme with 
Mr, Barker, who, while quite ready to co-operate, thinks it would be unwise for his 
department, which has hitherto adopted a non-militant attitude, to play the militant 
part it is proposed by Mr. Bill to allot to it, and is very doubtful if such a proposal 
will meet with the approval of the head of his department. Apart from the question 
of the cost, which, of conrse, need not necessarily fall on the department, but could 
be met by funds specially set aside for the purpose, there must always remain the 
serious objection that the police work would provoke the hostility of the tribesmen 
vith whom it is obviously to the department's interest to keep on good terms. In case, 
however, the Indo-Kuropean Telegraph Department should look with favour on the 


proposal I have requested Mr, Bill, as suggested by him, to sketch the details of a, 


scheme in consultation with the telegraph assistant superintendent at Shiraz, 

Not having had the advantage of considering the matter with the assistance of 
Major Cox, I feel some diffidence in expressing an opinion, but I am inclined to think 
that, failing the organisation of a force of road guards under British officers which would 
certainly be the most effective plan, the best—as it certainly would be the most 
expeditious—remedy for the present situation would be to interest the tribes in the 
maintenance of order, Subsidies to the tribal chiefs and payment of the tribesmen 
employed, provided regularity of payment were ensured, would, T think, have most 
beneficial’ results, ‘The experience of the Bakhtiari road, which on account of its 

ive security: is now absorbing much of the traffic of the Bushire-Ispahan road, is 
all in favour of such a scheme, I take it the Persian Government could designate 
without, difficulty the various tribes-which could best be entrusted with the work. 
Regularity of payment is, of course, a condition precedent of efficiency, and this could 
bo best secured by entrusting the work of paying the chiefs and the tribesmen 
einployed to the ‘he Tndo-Waropeaa Telegraph Department, who’ being 
stationed along the roads most in need of guards are conveniently placed for the work, 
Teven if the ofjections of the Russian Government could be overeome to the introdue 
tion of British ‘military officers for the organisation of a force of rovd guards—and it 

it be remembered that the road most in need of improvement, i.e., the Bushire— 

alan ies entirely in the neutral zono—T presume that we should have some 
difticulty in persuading the Persian Government to consent to it. On the other, the 
Utilisation for the purpose indicated of British telegraph officers who are already in the 
country, and who from the nature of their service and from their distribution throughout 
the country are peculiarly suited for dealing with the tribes could hardly be open to 
oljection from either country, 

Of the methods suggested by Mr. Bill of raising the funds for defraying the cost 
of the maintenance of order, a surcharge on the customs would, if it be negotiated, 
clearly be the easier, but should there be insuperable objections to this course, we 
might insist_on the ‘assignnient of the receipts of one of the fouthern ports for the 
purpose, Without some fund specially allocated the necessary regularity of payment 
could not be assured, but even were this done it would be some time before it could 
oduce funds for inaugurating any seheme, and whatever plan Majesty's 
Jovernment decide to urge upon the Persian Government, it would probably be 
desirable to make the cost of starting its working a first charge on any loan to be made 
to the Persian Government. 

Thave, &e. 
@, BARCLAY. 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 611. 
Consul-General Grahame to Sir G. Barelay. 


a Fapahan Starch 10,2909. 
* | HAVE the honour to submit for your consideration a copy of a letter addressec 

under date of the 17th October, 1908, by Mesers. H. C. Dixon, of Manchester, to their 
representative in Ispahan, Mr. Kay, by whom it was brought to my attention a fow 
day Hee Dixon suggest that patrols—preferably of telegraph gholams—might with 
advantage be employed to go up and down the Bushire road, not, so much with a view 
wa encelves antesting robbers as of giving notice by means of field telephones of the 
presence and number of robbers, thus facilitating the dispatch of soldiers, 

Tn my conversation with Mr. Kay I pointed out the many and obvious difiulties 
attaching to the execution of any” project of the nature, of that suggested by 
Mears ‘Dixon, I also mentioned that some time ago T made proposals for certain 
measures to be taken by His Majesty's Government for the better security of the 
Bushire road, but that these have been unfavourably viewed both by His Majesty's 
Minister (Sir C. Spring-Rice) and by the Foreign Office. : 

T undertook, however, to bring Messrs, Dixon's suggestions under your con- 
sideration. ‘ , j 

Te may not be out of place here to mention, that 1 have noted in the course of the 
last few years an increasing feeling among British mercantile men in Persia that the 
steps hitherto taken with regard to the robberies of British merchandise on the Bushire 
Toall have ceased to be adequate, and thatthe increasing frequency of these and the 
inability or unwillingness of the Bersian Government to bring the culprits to justice 
would, in their opinion, make it desirable that His Majesty's Government should 
Consider what other measures it might be prepared to take in the interests of Hritish 
trade in Persia, ; ieee 

Tam now addressing a copy of this despatch and inclosure to His Majesty's consul 
at Shiraz, 

T have, &o, 
G, GRAHAME, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 611. 


Acting Consul Bill to Sir G, Barclay. 
Sir, oe Shiraz, April 21, 1009. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 28, dated the 10th March, 1909, from His 
Majesty's consul-general at Ispahan to your address, a copy of which was forwarded to 
me. T have the honour to offer for your cousideration the following observations on this 
subject, with a suggestion towards a remedy. ‘ 
Tinust, in tho first place, emphatically endorse the statement made by Mr, Grahame 
in the letter above quoted, in relation to the increasing feeling among British firms that 
the steps taken with regatd to the robbery of British goods on the Busbire road have 
ceased to be adequate, and that it has consequently become desirable that His Majesty's 
Government should consider what other steps it might be prepared to take in the 
interests of British trade in Persia, In this connection, T have the honour to forward 
for your information a copy of my reply to Mr. Grahame, and to invite « reference to 
my despatch No. 88, dated the 19th December, 1908, It appears to me to be a matter 
of urgent importance that His Majesty's Government should be fully aware that wnder 
present cirentnstanees there appears to be no prospest whatever of any considerable or 
Permanent improvement in the present conditions of transport, from Bushire to Ispatian, 
vid that to all appearances a volume of British and British Indian trade, which 
reached in the year 1907-1908 a total value of 1,200,000, will continue to be exposed 
hot only to direct depredation, but also to increasingly oppressive charges arising out of 
the exactions and misconduct of the headmen and roadguards who prey every year 
nore severely on this commerce. A point which might, I think, be emphasised with 
Advantage is that, althougls no doubt this road has always been exposed in sme degree 
to these evils, the situation in the past year or two has changed in a very important 
ticular. mes 
Partonmerly outbursts of lawlessness upon this road were the outcome either of local 
1665) 4y 
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feuds or of intrigue by some powerful personages designed to discredit someone or 
ailerl of the local auth rigiag asd tuebi outbursts feuded to subside on the yeaoval Gr 
the exciting cause, ‘The present state of things is, in my dingnosis at least, widely 
different: it is simply due to the fact that the individual nomads, and to a Tess de; 

the villagers, have realised the almost complete incapacity of the Imperial authority to 
inflict any punishment for either robberies or illegal exactions; and it is obvious 
enough that this fact renders the solution of the problem far more difficult, and wholly 
beyond the capacity of any authority which the Persian Government has it in its power 
to establish, 

In saying this T have not overlooked the possibility that the success of the 
constitutional movement may induce some of the nomad chiefs to exert themselves to 
maintain order within their sphere; but a genuine amelioration of the conditions of 
transport by this means appears to me in the last degree improbable, and in a matter of 
such vital ‘importance it is inoumbent, I think, upon British consular authorities not 
only toprepare His Majesty’s Government for the failure of such attempts, but to la 
before them conerote proposals fora remedy. T imagine that a few months now. will 
be sufticient to demonstrate clearly the truth of the opinion which Mr, Grahame and I 
have already expressed, namely, that the employment of some form of special force, 

nised and patd under foreign supervision, is absolutely the only alternative to the 
perpetuation and aggravation of existing disorders. 4 

‘With this in view, it may perhaps be held that Messrs, Dixon's suggestion, in 
ite impractiable, contains the germ of « more effective system, “The annual losses 
of the Indo-European Telegraph Department by wilfil damage to the Tine have 

iereased very considerably in the last few years, and this sum, amounting as T 
lormed*to some 16,000 krans in Fars alone for the year 1908, has to be provided by 
he Persian Government. It is probable, therefore, that the latter would not, look wit 
disfavor upon a scheme which, while in no way interfering with its sovereign rights, 
would it the same time relieve it from this annually increasing expenditure, and would 
also satisfy the clamorous demands of Persian merchants for the security of their 
merchandise, Such a scheme might be begun in a tentative manner by the gradual 
establishment, as part of the ordinary stalf of the telegraph department, of a force of 
well-arimed and well-mounted gholams. Parties of these would be continually on the 
move between the various telegraph stations, and being provided with portable 
ephones would be able to summon reinforcements with the least possible delay. 
primary object would, of course, be the protection of the telezraph line, and their 
mere presence, in sufficient force to resist any ordinary party of marauders, would 
probably have & very considerable deterrent effect on the robbers. But they might 
further be empowered to take charge of caravans in a fixed proportion of mules per 
mati of the escort, some due being fixed, half of which would be collected at the point 
Of doparture aud lulf at the point’ of urrival by the European oficins of the 
department, 

T have not discussed any such proposals with any members of the department, 
and i's posible any system of the kind might be considered to le too far beyond the 
proper apheto of thelr etivities; but if vou shoul eousier the idea worth fllowing up 

should be quite prepared, in consultation with the assistant superintendent, Shiraz 
(of course with the permission of the director), to elaborate the details of such a scheme. 
Ti would probably necessitate the employment of one or two additional European 
officers, at uny nite for the first few years, but I faney it could be made to a 
extent, if not entirely, selfsupporting, and I believe ‘that no other system would 
combine in the same degree the efficient’ protection of the road with a due respect for 
the internal: independence of Persia, to the maintenance of which His Majesty's 
Government is so firmly pledged. At ali events I have felt it my duty to lay the 
alternatives clearly before you, in the hope that it may he found possible, either by the 
udoption of some such scheme as that sketched ubove or by some other means, to give 
to 4 branch of British trade, which even under present conditions is far from 
unimportant, that minimum of ordinary security which alone is required to ensure 
its prosperous development. 

Tam forwarding a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's resident at Bushire 
nd consul-general, tspahan. 

Thave, &¢. 
5. i, BILL, 
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Tnclosure 8 in No. 611: 
Acting Consul Bill to Consul-General Grahame, 


ir, a Shiraz, March 24, 1909, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your despatch 
No. 3, dated the 10th March, 1909, and to enclose in reply a copy of my despatch 
No. 88, dated the 19th December, 1908, to the uddress of His Majesty Legation 

D From this you will see that 1 have already been obliged to renew the 
recommendations niade by yoursel{ during your tenure of this post, and T continue 
Gfopinion that no other snethod offers imuch chance of permanent success, One 
Grogback to Messrs, Dixon's proposal, which has probably occurred to you, would be 
that the tribesmen already understand the meaning of 1 field telephone, and even 
funder present conditions do not always respect the persons of the telegraph gholaun 
wid if they once understand that the gholams had standing orders to report their 
tuisdeeds the service of the latter would become so dangerous that men would not: be 
Tound willing to undertake it, Unless, therefore, the proposed system were adopted 
fonfaly as an unobtrusive method of introducing the regulur employment of a force of 
vad wunrds as already recommended by yourself, I fear it would be neither acceptable 
[othe telegraph department nor effective in the suppression of road robberies, I fear, 
therefore, that unless the revolutionary movement. in Shiraz would have the effect of 
inducing the nomad chiefs to charge themselves effectively, with the protection of the 
red. there is no alternative to the present disastrous condition of affairs but to press 
fon the adoption of your original proposals. 

I have, &e. 
J, i, BILL. 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 611, 
‘Memorandum on despatch No. 18 of 1909 from Acting Consul Bill to Sir G. Barclay. 


‘THE proposal made by His Britannic Majesty's consul at, Shiraz, that, the Indo- 
in‘Telegeaph Department shall engage in policing the Bushire-Ispahun road is 
‘ich a good many factors have to be considered, se = 

in with, under article 2 of the convention between Great Britain and Persia, 

ated the 3nd December, 1872, the employés of the department are pliced under the 

special protection of the Persian Government. Tt thereore, the department reverses this 

Gbligation and takes to protecting, it will go far to abrogate its right to be protected, a 
Fight which, howover ineffective nov, is one which should not be Hgbtly given up, 

‘Another consideration is the financing of the scheme. ‘To be strong enough to 
protect the travellers on 00 miles of road’ a very lange increment to the existing staf 
Vill be required—there are at present some twenty gholams on the section in question + 
to be in any way effective that number must at the lowest, computation be multiplied 
iy ten, commanded by additional European officers. Tt seems hardly likely that 
vorghants will submit to the imposition of dues which would cover the cost of so large 
an establishment. ‘i 

“After Nasr-ed-Din Shah's death in 1896 the country from Ispahan to Bushire. was 
‘as disturbed as it is now, but it settled down to comparative quiet in a short time. The 
game may ocour again, and the services of : special police be no longer required. ‘The 
department would then find itself with a staff much beyond its necessities, and no duos 
‘read be coming in to cover the extra cost. To reduce the staff to normal dimensions 
‘vould prove difficult, and a considerable sum might have to be disbursed from British 
aud Indian revenues in the way of compensation or in gratuities. 

Apart from petty damages, the lines have been allowed to stand through the 
troubles of the past two or three years. ‘This immunity. from serious damage is as much a 
juatter of astonishment to the departmental officers as it is to everyone else, and proves 
that the country generally has no quarrel with the department, If the departmental 
attitude changes it is possible such change may operate adversely, and the regard now 
Shown for it may be turned into resentment, and lead to the wholesale destruction of 
portions of the lines, i 

‘Other points to which attention may be drawn are— ’ 

(1.) That there wil be wore risk of injury to employs, Buropeann and native, than 
there is ue present is obvious ; those exposed to such risks will therefore require extra 
pay to cover the cast of insurance éc,, before they undertake them. 
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(2.) So large an increase of the personnel will throw much extra work on the 
direction, consequently additional office establishment will be required to cope with it. 

(3.) ‘The department recovers sooner or later the eost of petty damages to the line, 
therefore the advantage to it claimed in the proposal is not of much account. It is 
calculated that the scheme would cost at the lowest computation 3,000 tomans a 
month, viz. — 


‘Two Europeans, at (say) 

‘Horse allowance, at (say) 12 tomans 
‘wo hundred men, at (say) 6 

‘Two hundred horse allowani 
Contingencies. 


Say, between £6,000 and £7,000 a-year, according to the rate of exchange. 
R. C. BARKER, 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 611. 


Acting Consul Bill to Sir G. Barclay. 


Shiras, July 7, 1909 

WITH reference to your despatch No, 122, dated the 15th June, 1909, to the 
address ofHis Majesty's Secretary of State, of which Ihave been favoured with a copy, 
T venture to offor u few remarks on the position which T understand the director of the 
telegraph department has taken up on the subject, 

In the first place I fully accept Mr. Barker's estimate of the annual extra 
expenditure, which is very mich the same ax that which I had tnyself anticipated. 
T would, however, observe that the Persian merchants of Shiraz have already agreed to 

im (8,4001.) for a very unsatisfactory 
iraz to Bushire, It is not, therefore, 
probable that they would raise any objetions to paying, roughly, double the sum for 
‘in officient police aystem over the entire route from Ispalan. Such a sum, I may add, 
would amount to a total charge of little over 4 per cent, on the total average trade 
of Bushire for the last three years, and a little over 1 per cent, if charged on the 
imports only, It should also be noted that. the cost of the existing gholams anid the 
annual charge for wilful damage should also be deducted from the total estimated cost 
of the scheme, 
The proposal is, however, open to one very serious criticism on the administra- 
tive side, ‘The idea originally suggested in my despatch No, 18, dated the 
Dist April, 1909, was that the muleteers should place themselves under the protection 
of the gholams, and that the dues should be paid either by them or by the consignees 
‘of the goods, Even setting aside the difficulty of obtaining cash payments, from 
Persians, this system presents the obvious drawback that the greater the success in the 
restoration of order the less will be the proportion of its cost recoverable from the 
trade, beouuse it is obvious enough that the protection of the gholams would only be 
inyoked in the presence of'a real and serious danger of robbery ; to meet this objection 
L would suggest that provisionally at least the cost of the scheme should be covered 
Uy ingle post tobe, changed on import slone at fhe-poré of Bushire. ‘might 
even with the consont of the Powers interested be levied as a general surtax on the 
existing customs duty and paid directly by the Customs to the telegraph department. 
This suggestion would, of course, entail a certain amount of negotiation, but it would 
‘at the same time pice the system upon a thoroughly sound financial basis while 
avoiding an enormous number of difficulties in detail. ~~ 

3, ‘The exemption of export trade, while not perhaps theoretically justifiable, 
would have the advantage of putting a slight premium on exports, the encouragement 
of which is so eminently desirable in the interests of trade; but should objections be 
raised there would be no particular difficulty in realising the charge on arrival at 
Busbire either at a special barrier or at the eustom-house itself 
_ 4, In conclusion, I venture to repeat, the principal theses of my former despateb, 
viz, (a) the discovery and application of some effective remedy is a matter of very 
urgent necessity in the interests of the British and Persian Governments equally’; 
(8) no remedy is likely to be efficient which does not include constant and competent 
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uropean supervision; and (c) under no other system could such supervision be 
provided with. less Miscrbaes of exiatog conditions and greater respect fur the 
sovereignty of the Persian Government. 
T have, &, 
z J. H, BILL, 





[34154] No. 612. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received September 13.) 
No, 483, 
se ) St, Petersburgh, September 4, 1909, 

I HAVE the honour to report that the “Nooo Vremya” yesterday published « 
Jeading article on Porsia, which is satisfactory, as showing that this influential paper 
is for the moment taking a fairly moderate line with regard to Persian affairs. 

"The writer observes that the Russian and British legations at ‘Tehran have not 
directly interfered in the civil war, but that they interceded with the ex-Shah on behalf 
Of the nationalists, and that they are now asking the latter to spare the lives of the 
partisans of the fallen monarch, ‘Their voices have at Inst been heeded, and an 
Tnesty has been signed and promulgated, so that all persecution of the defenders of 
Mohamed Ali shonld now cease; the saving of the lives and property of even the 
‘anknown rank and file of those who did not desert their Sovereign in misfortune is, in 
the paper's opinion, a considerable service rendered by European diplomacy. 

ithe writer goes on to remark that certain other action. taken by Russia in North 
Persia has been more directly effective, The secretary of the Russian consul-general, 
accompanied. by oflicers of General Snarsky’s stafl, has visited Karadagh, where he 
thot Rahim Khan, who not long-ago laid siege to Tabreez, ‘Tho result of this step was 
the liberation of the nationalist prisoners, the retum of 180 camels seized by Rahim 
from Russian subjects, and the payment of £P, 200,000 on account of losses sustained 
by Russians in the course of the revolution. 

Russia, the paper continues, has been reproached and slandered by one of the 

Persia she has beon accused of insincerity and dissimulation, and 

fons have been misrepresented. ‘The latest events to an answer to 

‘At Tehran the Russian Government intervenes on belialf of the: persecuted 

induce Rahim to liberate nationalists. Russia therefore 

takes no sides, political hatred, Her action therefore 
is in every respect beneficent. . : ei 

Ne ieqanls the dispatch of Russian troops into Persia, tho writer is Of opinion 
that Russia has no reason to regret the step, for by that means she helped to 
Foostablish the movement of trade along the caravan routes, put a stop to brigandage 
Within the zone under the influence of the troops, and caused the restoration of 
Bropery to the Fightful owners ‘The writer, however, regrets that there was so much 

jelay in sending the troops. 

r : Thave, &e. 

HUGH O'BEIRNE. 





(34158) No. 613. 


‘Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 18.) 


No, 187. 
ee St, Pelersburgh, September 6, 1909. 
‘ASI had the honour to report in my despatch No. 482, Confidential, of the 80th 
ultimo, M. Poklewski expressed the opinion to me on the 26th ultimo that M. Kokovtsoff 
would be strongly opposed to the Russian Bank taking part in the joint advance of 
honey to the Persian Government, which His Majesty's Government then had in 
contemplation, and that the Finance Minister would also refuse to join in an eventual 
Persian loan,” M. Sazmoff confirmed this opinion shortly afterwards, informing me that 
M. Kokovtsoff at a recent Council of Ministers had declared that there must be an end 
of the system of doles to Persia, The Finance Minister believed, M. Sazonoff said, 
that the sum of 3,000,000 roubles due by the ex-Shah to the Russian Bank would 
rove to be a bad debt, and he considered that Russia had lent quite money euough to 
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M, Poklewski’s anticipations proved to be quite correct, so far as the joint advance 
‘was concerned, for, as I had the honour to report in my telegram No. 428 of the Ist instant, 
the Finance Minister refused his assent to any advance by the Russian Bank. I bad, 
however, a further conversation with M, Poklewski on the 1st instant, at which he 
expressed the opinion that this decision might possibly be reconsidered. " He said that 
as the money for the purpose had actually been set aside, Russia would not refuse to 
advance it merely on the ground of the change in régime at Tehran.) On the other 
hand, she would insist on the same conditions from the Persian Government as would 
have been required from the late Shah, He also gave me to understand that Russia 
miglit not eventually refuise to participate in a regular loan, and proceeded to explain 
that what he had in contemplation was the issue of a Persian loan jointly guaranteed 
by the British and Russian Governments, 

M, Poklewski had not seen the Finance Minister since our former conversation, 
and I do not suppose that he had any good grounds for believing that the Minister's 
opposition to joint advance, of to participatein an eventual Ioan, would be less desided 
thun had been previously led to expect. Wnt M. Poklewski said to me probably 
represents the views prevailing in the Russian Foreign Office on the subject. It is 

jossible that M. Kokoytsoff could be induced by some pressure to advance tothe Persian 

Hovernment a portion of the sum which has already been provided with that intention, 

subject of course to strict supervision of its expenditure, He might also, perhaps, be 

ig to join in an Anglo-Russian guarantee of a Persian loan if he was satisfied that 

the payment of interest was fully secured Persian revenues still available ; but 

he will certainly make the greatest difficulty in future about agreeing to any proposal 

ich would involve the assignment of fresh sums out of the Imperial Treasury for the. 
purpose of giving financial assistance to Per 

Thave, & 
HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


(34159) No. 614, 


Mr, O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 


No, 488.) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, September 6, 1909. 
‘THE attitude taken up by the Tehran committee towards Russia must in’ any case 
have aroused a good deal of resentment on the part of the Russian Government, but 
it how ben particularly irritating to them because it seemed to afford a kind of 
Justification for the criticisms directed from certain quarters against Russia's recent 
Policy in Persia, Russians who disapprove of M. Isvolsky's Persian policy—and they 
fro iiethes (OW. tor without influenco-—maintalued at the time of the populhe stzugale 
with Mahommed Ali that the triumph of the nationalists would mean so severe a blow 
to Russian prestige that Russia should at all costs uphold the authority of the 
eShuk, Theo eetior/souaiden that Buesta/ ado sisecioua atjtake when elawing 
the advico of Great Britain, she allowed the revolution in Persia to take its course, 
amd Mahommed Ali to be driven from the throne; and they are very ready to seize 
‘on such incidents as the dismissal of Russians hitherto employed in the Persian service, 
the appointment. of governors objectionable to Russia and other manifestations of an 
anti-Russian spirit as affording proof of the correctness of their vi 
‘The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs has spoken to. me several times during 
the last few days regarding the refractory attitude of the Committee, and he allowe 
me to read the telegram from M. Sabline referred to by Sir G. Barclay in his telegram 
No, 710 of the Ist instant, in which the chargé dafluires suggested to the Russian 
Government that they should consider the course which they would take in order 
to bring the committee to reason, M, Sazonoff himself took the matter with considerable 
calm, “While expressing in a general way his concurrence in M. Sabline’s opinion 
that the Persian authorities must be brought to respeet Russia's predominant position 
in North Persia, he has not given me to understand that he contemplated taking any 
very drastic steps at Tehran, I informed His Excellency of the language which you 
had used to the Persian Minister in London with regard to the proposed dismissal of 
M. Smirnoff, and Ihave also kept, him informed of the different steps taken by 
Sir G. Barclay to influence the committee to a coneiliatory sense; and M. Sazonoit 
hhas more than once expressed to me on of the support received 
from His Majesty's Government and from the British Legation. 
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As regards the case of M. Smimoff, the chief anxiety of the Russian Government 
seems to be to avoid the unfortunate effect on Russian public opinion that would be 
produced by he summary dismisal, especially if it was seeompanted by that of the 
ussian doctor. If the Persian Goveroment are resolved to dispense eventually with 
M. Sinirnoff's services, the Russian Goverament would wish him, to retain his present 
position, at any rate nominally, for some little time to come, ‘They would of course 
prefer that he should ultimately be replaced by another Russian’ who would not be 
personally objectionable to the nationalists; but if the Persian Government. will: not 
agree to such an arrangement M, Sazonoff would I think aequigsce in the Shah no 
longer having « Russian tutor charged with his general education, so long as the 
tutor appointed in his place was a Persian. M. Sazonoff would expect however that a 
Russian teaclier should be engaged ag well as teachers of other languages, I understand 
that M, Poklewski will be given considerable latitude in dealing with this question on 
his arrival at, Tehran 
‘The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs spoke to me on the 1st instant regarding 
the uasatisfctory behaviour of Mukhbir-es-Gultanch, the newly. appoltiell governor 
at Tabreez. He stated that Mukhbir hud declined to call on the Russian commanding 
officer and had generally taken up an attitude of protestation against the presence of 
the Russian troops. While admitting the difficulties of the governors position 
M, Sazanoff’ remarked that his unfriendly behaviour was part and parcel of the whole 
Persian attitude, I informed His Excellency two days later of the counter-complaint 
made to you by the Persimn Minister regarding the action of the Russian gene 
M. Swzonoff appeared to think that there were probably faults on both sides. He aaid 
that Mukbbir-es-Sultanch has complained amongst other things of General Snarsky 
having interfered in the civil administration of the town, He believed that there wae 
round for this complaint and had caused instructions to be sent to the general 
the military authorities to abstain in the future from issuing orders in matters 
connected with the civil administration, 
M. Poklwski, as I had the honour to report in my despatch No, 482 of the oth 
no, spoke to me on the 27th ultimo in terms of extreme invitation regarding the 
diy attitude taken up by the Tehran committee, and intimated that it would be 
to take strong measures of some kind to make the Persians understand the 
real position of affairs, At a subsequent conversation which I had with him on the 4th 
instant, however, be appeared 40 take a less pessimistic view of the question, He 
expressed the opinion that Russia could not well deliver a sort of ultimatum to Persia 
with regard to her general attitude, but that she ought to make use of the opportunities 
would arise, as for instance when the momet s the withdrawal 
ie Russian ‘troops, or when there was a question of advancing money to the 
Persians in onder to bring the Persian authorities to muke the neces conorions in 
the matters as two which Russia must insist, He gave me to understand that the Russian 
Government set yreat store by the statement you made to M, Tavolsky at Cowes to the 
effect that His Majesty's Government would co-operate with Russia in order to prevent 
changes in Persia which would be to her disadvantage, M, Poklewski remarked that it was 
of extreme importance to Russia to have received formal assurances on this point, and he 
evidently considered thit they would be of great’ value to the Russian Government in 
‘any further differences that might arise between the Persian Government and 
themselves. 
Thave, &e. 
HUGH O'BEIRNE, 


(34200) No. 615." 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 


(No. 60. Consular.) 
Sir, Therapiu, September 8, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which 
reached me yesterday from His Majesty's consul-zeneral at Bagdad, on the subject 
WE proponal, OC willl up fo the preeene Utaye wut no Eailgtas tenn ee ate 
consulate-general at Bagdad from the Indian to the Levant consular service, 

Colonel Ramsay's arguments against. this proposal seem to me sound in every way, 
and I have the houour to recommend them to your most favourable consideration, I 
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eprecate the proposed change altogether, as it appears tome that it would be extremely 
detrimental to British interests, more especially at this moment, when it is essential that 
British influence and prestige in those regions should make themselves felt, 
Thave, &e. 
GERARD LOWTHER. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 615. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay to Government of India, 


Bagdad, August 7, 1909. 

IN ,tccordanee ith the instructions contained! in foreign. department. telogram 
No, 2858, [have the honour to submit my views on the proposal to transfer the consulate- 
general at Bagdad from the Indian to the Levant cousulur service, 

2, In the India Office the Bagdad post appears to have been treated as if it was on 
all fours with the consular posts in inland Persia, but I venture to suggest that the 
proposal to withdraw an Indian officer from Bagdad should be considered on its merits, 
without réference.to inland Persian posts, Such of the latter as ate held by officers 
of the Indiin service are, to the best of my belief, of comparatively recent creation, they 
have never been, and have never pretended to be, more than consular posts, and our 
representatives have probably to deal with no large Indian population except at 
Meshes. 

_ At Bigdad the reverse is the case, ‘Tho Bagdad resideney has a traditional 
influence, nequired by invre than a contury of liberalexpenditure, ‘There is no comparison 
between the style in which it is maintained and the style of the establishments kept up 
by other Powers, It dates back to the time when the Government of India used 
to make treaties with the Pasha of Bagdad, whed the resident had under his orders « 
Hotilla of gun-hoats which used to freely navigate the waters of Mesopotan 

tho resident was in touch with the chief Arab sheikhs of the country. In fet, i 


may truthfhlly be said that at one time the resident at Bagdad was the most powerful 
min in Mesopotamia, | read in the old records letters from the Pasha of Bagdad 


asking the te ident to with his ships at Bussorah and against the Arab tribes, 

and asking for his advice in international questions. All this bas changed with th 

introduction of the te aph and better means of communication, the introduction of 

4 more centralised Go 

f other ropeans who have not studied 

The Arabs, however, except that 

were 100 years ago, for information 

the telewrap! d the result of this 

iglish as the foreign uation. ‘he ‘Turks they despise and 

hate ws 0 corenpi cient body of robbers and cheats, while they have been taught 

in the past to trust the word of au Englisliman, and to believe in the real power that 

lies behind him, ‘Their traditions tell them that we are in a different plane from other 

nations, and when they compare the British establishment with other consulates, they 

feel conyineed that there bas been no real change. I will give a few instances to show 
what [ mean :— 


_ Only a few days ago the Nakib of Bagdad, the most influential Sunni Mohammedan 
in the country, when talking to Sir William Willcocks, pointed to the new residency 
buildings and said that heand others looked upon our expenditure and establishment 
hi igu of the interest we have in the country. How would the uneducated 
sheikshs be likely to interpret visible reductions ? 

lt will be remembered that our steamers were fired on in 1906 and again in 1908. 
{ think no one doubts that the Arabs fired on us because they wanted us to foree th 
Turks to treat them justly. ‘They had no quarrel with us,and they had a feeling 
that justiow would. be don to them if wwe could be dragged into their quartel, “Aftee 
the Second attack I took pains to let it be known that the Arabs were mistaken in 
supposing that they could force us to be their advocates by such methods, and during 
the very serious river disturbances of 1909 the British steamers, when they were alone, 
were oily once molested by a few irresponsible Arabs, and the only time that the 
British steamer was seriously attacked was when she was in company with ‘Turkish 
steamers carrying large numbers of troops for offensive purposes. 

One night, when T was going down the Tigris in the “Comet,” we reached the 


865 


village of a sheilkh who expressed a wish to see me, unfortunately the message was not 
delivered to me till we had left, Twas then informed that he had said, “This is our 
ship and our beg (officer), how is it that he was not able to see us?” 

Going dowa the Euphrates as the guest of Sir William Willcocks, when we got to 
the most disturbed part of the river, near Suk-osh-Sheyulk, the Turkish official who vas 
with us begged us to pull down the Turkish flag and hoist the British flag, as he sgid 
that we should otherwise certainly be fired at. 

When Sir William Willeocks was arranging for the survey of the country between 
the ‘Tigris and the Euphrates near Bagdad he saw 3 number of the influential sheikhs of 
the powerful Delaim tribe. They ssid that hi operations might have very, serious 
consequences for them, and that they could not allow the work to go on unless Sir 
Willian gave his promise as an Englishman that the survey should be done by English 
men, and that no engineering proposals should be made which would be hurtful to the 
Andis. The sheikhs said that they would accept no promises made on behalf of the 
Turkish Government, but they wanted tle word of an Englishman, because they: knew 
from experience that they could trust it. 


3, The Arabs judge by experience, tradition, and appearances. Whether our 
reputation among them is worth what it has cost us in the past is not the question that 
need now be considered, but rather the question whether we should at the present time 
do anything that may diminish our influence. 

His ea ‘Anvlo-Russian agreement in foree at Bagdad, and the Turks seem to be 

neapable of governing the country. 


collect revenue, 
that the Tu ‘govern the country ‘ 
Turkish rule in Arabia may, of course, continue for many years, but there is always a 
possibility that the Arabs will oust it. If Sir William Willoocks’ sehemes are carried 
out, external pressure will force the ‘Durks to introduce some semblance of decent 
goverment, but the initiative will in that ease have to come from foreigners, for the 
‘Turks have no men of experience in the art of civilised government. 
Tam therefore sttongly of opinion that no change should be made in Bagdad, 
which might be misunderstood by the sheikhs, until it is definitely known whether this 
is yoing to be really developed or not. If it is not, an occasion may ab 
se when we shall ve uewd of all our inluonoe' it it is developed, 
nd it 
nil then lose its isolated position and its importince as an outpost of British 
interests, 
5. T have tried to show above that it would be unwise in the present critioal 
h alfairs materially to reduce the style and status of the By 
Id not be any great saving unless the “ Comet, 
ney surgeon, and the sep re abolished, ‘he saving on the consul. 
generals salary would not perhaps be as large as at first appears, for it would surely be 
considered fair to give a man more for living in Bagdad than for living, say, in Salontea 
oF Beirout, and he would no doubtexpect concessions in the way of leave and counting 
his service for pe . 

Tt may be argued that there would be a great suing in the cost of the ofico 
establishment. Here, again, it would be unwise to dray inferences from other posts in 
Turkey. Ido not think that elsewhere the courts can be us dilatory and inefficient as 
they are here, Cases of the simplest nature are heard day after day, and an immen 
amount of the drazoman’s time is taken up without result, At most places the British 
subjects are probably Enropeans of respectable position, but at Bagdad, including 
Karbala, there are about 1,300 Indians who are registered as British subjects, ‘These 
have mostly been born in the country of Arab or Persian mothers, and have become 

jolders united by many'ties with the people of the country, with the result that, 

sometimes two or three cases in the courts on the some day at which the 

British dragoman has toattend, He often has to attend the court at Kadhimain, which 
iles from Bagdad. ‘ 

‘The office establishment might be less well paid, but it would be less efficient, and 
the saving would uot be to lay my views before his 
Excelleney the Aimbassador id reyard for the need for increasing the office establish- 
ments maintained by consuiar officers, and I enclose copies and extracts of some letters 

(1605) oA 
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which Ihave received, ‘These show that the result of an efficient office establishment 
is appreciated, if the necessity for it is not admitted, 

6, The Foreign Oifice, in addition to urging financial grounds for transferring 
Bagdad to the consular service, has urged that the consul-eneral should be under the 
sole control of the Ambassador at Constantinople, and that Indian politieal and 
commercial interests would not. suffer by the change. I have certainly considered 
myself, while at Bagdad, as entirely under his Excellency’s orders, and I have seen 
nothing in the records to show that my predecessors have held a contrary o 
Consequently it seems to me that the argument that the consul-eneral should be under 
the sole edhtrol of the Ambassador is sufliciently answered by the statement that he 
alrendy considers himself so, 

Tventure to think that an officer with Indian experience can more usefully serve 
the political and commercial interests of India than cau an officer of the consular 
service, 

As regards commercial interests, an officer of the consular service would be at a 
disadvantage, beeanse he would probably know little about the products of India. He 
would not know the best sourees of information, and he would be able to supply 
énquirers with little first-hand knowledge, These diffu! ht._of course be 
partially met by addressing all communications to the Government of India, and leaving 
it to that Government to send them on to the person concerned; but the fact would 
always romain that an officer of the consular service would lack that personal interest 
in India without which he could uo doubt work with honest effort, but not with 
enthusiasm, 

It is the political interests of India which will, I think, suffer most by the with- 
Colca Ua ciicen Ei apettve consi 9p Biustastbes Ween aupoiated tian tia 
Lovant service, the resident at Bagdad is the only officer in Turkish Arabia with any 
Knowledge of India and Indians, ‘There is not only a resident. population of about 
1,800 Indians, but there are large numbers of pilgrims’ who pass way 
to Karbila and Nedjet, and Sir Willian Willeocks has importing 

00 Indian lubourers, Whether he does or not, it the irrigation of Mesopotamia 
rgely increase by che immigration of traders, 
hom will probably settle down in the country, 
is office has w great deal of work connected with India, It distributes the Oudh 
Dequest whi ints to 8,000, a-year; it pays a number of pensioners and 
Wasikadars ; it finances the whole establishment by cheques drawn on the Goverument 
of Indin; it has the control of the post-office ; aud it inually being applied to for 
assistance by Indians, Pilgrims of all classes come here, and often find themselves in 
difficulties, generally of « pecuniary nature. Some are gentlemen of position, some 
ure or have been servants of Government, some come from the native , including 
distant parts of Cashmere, and gome nre little more than begyars, Te requires 
deal of experience of Indians sorreetly to distinguisl: the deserving from the undese 
‘To some T give money, to others I give loan: Tdecline to help. 
have made no bad debits, but doubt if « consular officer would be equally fortunate, 
Ho would not have the experience to enable him to judge between die i 
and he would not have sulticient knowledge of India to eunble him to. 
probability of recovering money lent, I think that the help given to Indiaus in trouble 
ist have a good effect on the Mohammedans of India, and it would not be to our 
political advantage for the Mohammedan Anjumans to think that the interests of their 
cligionists were being less well looked after than in the pas 

Itis very difficult tor uneducated Indians to explain their troubles to a man who 
understands i vage nor their country. On one occasion a man came all 
the way fom Jat to Bagdad to see me, because he that he and his companions 
hud been put in gaol and he could wsistance, so lie had come to Bagdad to ask 
help of the sabib from India, I found that he was @ British Indian subject, but he bad 
een refiised assistance becaus he had said that he was an 
Afighan, He was , and 


establisl 
Indian Government, 

As resident. Ido many little services for Indions free of charge, for which I should 
Have to charge consular fies if | did them as cousul-general. It is, perbaps, not a very 
iinportant matter, but little kindnesses are much appreciated by Indians. ‘Here they 
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feel like strangers in a strange land, and seem delighted to meet a responsible officer 
who understands their difficulties, 

7. Sic William Willeocks and the schemes which he is preparing seem to me to 
form the chief factors in the problem. If his schemes are not carried out it is difficult 
tosee how the Turkish finances are to be put on a sound basis anda decent Govern- 
ment established ; while without these supports the Ottoman Governinent ean scarcely 
hope to withstand the strain that will be put upon it by internal dissensions over a 
large area in which the Turks are foreigners neither liked nor respected, 

Should the schemes be carried through they will probably attract a large mumber 
of Indians, and they will certainly lead to a period of great commercial activity, which 
will not allow of any reductions in the office establishment. If the schemes are carried 
out with British capital it seems clear that: we shall require some guarantee that the 
auoney is properly spent, and that i important matters Gi loeal adulation ou viewe 
receive respectfil consideration, ‘The financial control might be arranged through: « 
dank perhaps, but the political control eould Lest be exereised by the resident and 
consul-geveral. For work of this kind I caniot help thinking that an oflicer of the 
Indian Political Department would be best fitted, He is likely to have had experience 
of advising native chiefs, of directly administering « district, of dealing with 
Mohammedan tribes, and of judicial work. A consular olticer has probably enjoyed 
few of these advantages, while he would not even have had the advantage’ of seeing 

‘ental country well governed. In the matter of advising a vali on. practical 
questions of administration the consular officer would be to the officer of the Indian 
Political Department as an amateur is to an expert. 

8. Further, 1 thin the interest of the Young Turk Government 
that anything should be done which the Arabs can ta a that our interest 
in this s diminishing, ‘The employment of m Willeocks and a 
number of British enginesrs is taken as an uninistakable sign that the present 1 
Government enjoys our friendly assistance and approval, But for the survey 
parties would never have been able to move about freely, as they have done, in the 
tracts where Turkish authority is no more than nominal, Thave confidentially consulted 

illiam Willeocks on the proposal to reduce the status of the resideney aud consulate: 
general, and be tellsme that he would consider any reduction asa most sexious impediment 
to his work. He says that Lis surveys have only been possible owing to British influence, 
and the confidence which the Arabs have that we will do nothing to injove then, He 
has gone so far as to say that if there is any si withdrawing, in outward 
appearances, from our paramount position in Mesopotamia he will not feel justified in 
taking the risk of sending survey parties into outlying and disturbed parts of the 
country, I have personally no doubt tliat, unsupported by British influence, the Turkish 
Goveriment would be unable to arrange for the survey 

9, His Majesty’s Ambassador is inclined to favour the construction of a railway 
froin Bagdad to the Mediterranean by British eipital or under British control. Such a 
railway is essential to the developinent of the country, but perhaps it eanot be 
constructed without raising questions regarding the railway rights of German aud 
French groups. Tt seems to me important that we should keep up alll external 
appearances of influeney and power until dissussion of this subject is closed, for 
the more we show our determination to keep the position we have earned by a century 
of sacritive and expenditure the better terms ate we likely to yet. 

10. Tam addressing you in a separate communication regarding certain confidential 
matters concerning Sir William Willoooks, 

11. Put briefly, the argument’ whieh Thave ventured to urge are as follows:— 


‘the question of a change at Bagdad should be considered separately from questions 
connected with inland posts in Persia, because for more than « century Bagdad has been 
maintained in a style out of all proportion to foreign consulutes here, ‘The resident has 
in the past exercised a unique influence in the country, and in the estimation of the 
people he still enjoys much of his past power, but he is likely to lose this if reductions 
are insisted on, 

‘The inland Persian consulates are of recent creation, and have not the same close 
connection with large Indian interests, 

‘The present is the worst possible moment for making reductions. ‘The ‘Lurkish 
Empire is practically in a state of revolution, It rules an alien population which 
dotests it, and this is especially true of Turkish Arabia, It is in financial straits, and 
its only means of escape seems to be the development of Mesopotamia, — If irrigation 
works are earried out it will be convenient to have at Bagdad as British representa- 
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tive an officer who has had some experience of governing in oriental countries. It 
irrigation is not introduced, the hold of Turkey on the country is precarious, Should 
the Arabs prove too strong for the ‘Turks we shall need all our influence. 

‘Very little will be saved by changing the Indian officer for a consular officer, unless 
the Comet,” doctor, and sepoy. guard are abolished. ‘The abolition of these would be 
Tocally interpreted as an inclination to withdraw from our position. ‘The Turks are not 
strong enough to get the irrigation surveys completed, and the engineers working under 
Sir Willi Willeocks have only been uble to go to all parts of the country because they 
were Englishmen : 

If tle Arabs think that our interest in the country is waning, Sir William 
Willeocks will hesitate to send out his parties, and thus for a small saving the early 
developiftent of this rich country may be jeopardised. ‘ 

It is to our interest in India that there should be at least one officer of standing in 

ia who can understand and appreciate the difficulties of the large Indian 
poplilation, both permanent and floating, 

Tf reduction is desiiable, the most suitable time for bringing it into force will be 
when Bagdad is brought into railway communication with the Mediterranean, 


12, Tshould, perhaps, state in conclusion that my opinions are not biassed by 
personal consideration, however unconsciously, for I some mouths ago asked the Govern- 
ment of India to allow me to leave Bagdad shortly, and since [ begau the preparation 
of the letter I have been offered an appointrent in India, 

Thaye, & 
J, RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General, Bugdad, 


P.S,—I lave examined the first 500 entries in my register of letters received in 
1908 with the following result -— 


otters from India Jno oe + 202 
Othioe letters xe 6 - K 226 
Lotters fron a ie ts A 


Inclosure 2 in No, 615. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Lieutenant-Colone! Ramsay. 


i Constantinople, September 4, 1906, 

It N to express to you my best thanks for your despatch No. 67 of the 
Gth August, with its very interesting enclosures regarding the probable demand for 

al pumps in Mesopotamia, 

T appreciate your elforts on behalf of British trade, and Iam writing to draw the 
particular attention of the Foreign Office to the opening for British manufacturers 
Which you have brought to the notice of the Board of Trade. 

T sincerely trust that you will continue to give the matter your attention, aud that 
the assistance you are rendering to British commerce in Mesopotamia will be attended 
with satisfictory results, 

Tam, &e. 
N, R. O'CONOR, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 615. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay. 


Sir, Constantinople, January 30, 1907. 

T HAVE received your despatch No. 180 of the 81st ultimo, enclosing copy of your 
letter to Messrs, Raffhel Brothers respecting the market for high-speed looms in 
Mesopotamia. Tt is with great pleasure that I have learnt of your action in the matter, 
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and Iam convinced that euch enterprise on the part of consular officials and British 
trade agents is calculated to produce satistactory results. 
Tam, &o, 
N. BR, O'CONOR. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 615. 
Sir N, O'Gonor to Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay. 
Sir, Constantinople, April 16, 1907. 
THAYE the honour to acknowledge the reoeipt of your despatch No. 22 of the 
19th ultimo, reporting the steps which you have taken to, bring to the notice of British 
firms the requirements of the concessionnaires of the Nedjef Kufi tramway in respect of 
plant and carriages, and I wish to express my warm approval of the uctivity which you 
have displayed in this and other kindred matters, 
Tam, &, 


N. R. O'CONOR, 


Inclosure 5 iu No. 615, 
Sir N. O'Conor to British Resident, 


Sir, Constantinople, Moreh 17, 1908. 
" LT FORWARDED to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
Major Ramsay's despatch No. 115 of ‘the 16th October last, on the subject of the right 
f British vessels to navigate the Tigris above Bagdad, and I have now recoived 
tructions from Sir E, Groy to convey to Major Ramsay the thanks of His Majesty's 
wernment for his interesting report, 

Should events, or special circumstances suggest or favour an opportunity. of 
navigating the Tigris above Bagdad there is no objection to Major Ramsay taking 
advantage of it. ¥ 

Tam, &, 
(For the Ambassador), 
G, BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 615. 
Sir G. Lowther to Lieutenant+Colonet Hamsay. 


Sir, Therapia, December 12, 1908, 

TFORWARDED to His Majesty's Principal Seoretary of State for Foreign Affaire 
copy of your despatoh No. 84 of the 22nd August, forwarding a note on consular efforts 
made to encourage trade in Bagdad during the last two years, and I have now received 
adespatch from Sir Edward Grey in reply, requesting me to express to you his thanks 
for your concise and interesting ‘report, and his appreciation of the energy and enter 
prise which it shows. Copies of your report have been circulated to His Majesty's 
consular officers in Turkey and Asia Minor. 

Sir Edward Grey is considering, in consultation with the Board of Trade, your 
proposal that in future similar reports should be required from all consular officers for 
circulation among their colleagues in the country in which they reside. 

Tam, 
GERARD LOWIHER. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 615. 


Loard of Trade to Foreign Office, 


Sir, ~ Board of Trade, May 3, 1909. 
I AM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to advert to your letter of the 
4th December, transmitting copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at 
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Constantinople, with notes by His Majesty's consul-general at Bagdad, in regard to the 
promotion of British trade in his consular district, ake 

With reference thereto, I am to say that the Board fully concur in Sir Gerard 
Lawes remarks ato the great ered which is due to Major Ramay forthe pains 
which he has taken in this matter, and the success which he has achieved. : 

Tam accordingly to suggest that, should Sir E. Grey see no objection, an expression 
of the Board's appreciation of his work in the interests of British trade, and of the notes 
tranatitted by Lie Mijesty’ Atabassador at Constantinople, maybe conveyed to Major 
Ramsay, together-with their thanks for the assistance rendered by him to Mr. C. B. 
Akers in the course of his recent enquiry. 





Thavo, &. 
G, R. ASKWITH. 





Tnclosure 8 in No. 615, 


Director, Commercial Department, Board of Trade, London, to Lieutenant-Colone! Ramsay. 





(Semi-official.) 


Dear Colonel Ramsay, Board of Trade, July 9, 1908. 


ASSURING you of my most earnest desire to second your strenuous efforte in the 
direction of helping British trade, Tam, 







THOMAS WORTHINGTON. 








(84386) No, 616, 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received September 13.) 


India Office, September 11, 1909. 
ipt of your letter of the 23rd August, 1909, 
1s to the services rendered by certain members of the staff of His Majesty's Legation at 
‘Tehran and other gentlemen during the events at Tehran which culminated in the 
deposition of the late Shah. : 

In reply Lam to say that Lord Morley fully agrees with Secretary Sir E. Grey as 
to the conduct of these gentlemen, and that he will request. the Government of India 
I. O'Connor, on behalf of His 





cted to acknowledge the re 



















Lord Morley would be glad, subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir E. Grey, 
to authorise Mr, Kirk to make a communication to the staff on behalf of His Majesty's 
Government in the terms that he recommends. Lord Mor would also propose ‘to 
authorise Mr. Kirk to make to Dr. Scott an intimation similar to that which will be 
made to Major Stokes and Major O'Connor, 








Tam, &e. 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Tnelosure in No, 616. 


Minute by the Director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, dated 
August 26, 1909. 
ON the 18th July, 1909, the British Minister at Tehran addressed a letter to the 
director of telegraphs, Mr. Barker, in which he said 


“Owing to press of business I have not been able before to express my high 
appreciation of the courage, coolness, and good sense shown by the British community 





during the very trying conditions of last week. I beg you to be good enough to convey 
thig message to the members of your staff, and to express to them my gratitude for 
their conduct.” 































aii 








The distance between the telegraph quarters at ‘Tehran and the telegraph office, 
which is situated in the artillery square, # over a mile. The square was held! by the 
Royalists, and the streets outside by the Nationalists, During the four days, 19th to 
16th July, there was heavy firing going on incessantly between the attacking and 
defending forees. All the telegraph signallers, however, regularly attended at the office 
when due for duty, and ran the risk of being shot as they walked to and from the office 
in the firing that went on. The telegraph office could’ not. deliver messages, but. the 
urgent messages from the British and Russian Ministers received from Gulahek for the 
Sipahdar and Sardar Assad, the Nationalist leaders, were telephoned to the telegraph 
quarters and delivered from there by the general service clerks, as the Persian 
messengers were afraid to venture out, A repair to the telephone line to Gulahek was 
carried out at much risk bya general service clerk, as the head gholam hesitated to 
expose himself until the clerk accompanied him, In fact, all the stait behaved admirably 
under very trying conditions, 

T feel sure that it would be an encouragement to the telegraph staff at Tehran, and. 
in Persia generally, if the Secretary of Stute would be pleased to recognise the good 
conduct of the men at Tehran, I would therefore ask that I may be allowed to notify 
to the staff at Tehran that the Secretary of State had much appreciated the coolness, 
courage, and cheerful spirit with which, it had been reported to him, the telegraph stalt 
av Tehran had carried out their duties during the fighting in July last between the 
Royalist and Nationalist forces 







































H. A, KIRK, 





(34388) No. 617, 


Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 19.) 











(No. 4 
(Telegraphic) P, 
sgraphic 





Gulakek, September 13, 1909, 











‘th August, 
1 the following telegram No. 189 of the 13th September from His 
wting consul-general at Tabreez :— 








arn from my Russian colleague that yesterday, after conferring with the 
uilitary authorities, he and General Snarsky. telegraphed in identic™ terms. to 
Petersburgh, advising that the reduction of troops indicated in my telegram 
). 184 (repeated in Tehran telegram above referred to) be at once taken in h dd, 80 
that it may be completed by the middle of next month. The general and his staff 






























would thus leave ‘Tabre bulk of the troops, 
_ “On this occasion my Russian colleague appears to be treating the matter more 
seriously.” 





[84393] No. 618, 


RED Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 
(No. 728. 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 13, 1909. 

PERSIAN Government and committee, 

An advisory commission of forty members has now replaced the committee, to 
which the name of “Directoire” hid recently been given, ‘The members of the 
defunct body are included in the new commission, 

Henceforward the Cabinet is to be subjected to no external restraint. 

It is stated that the cause of this change is that, with Mohammed Ali’ departure, 
normal conditions have been restored. 















a) 
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(34473) No. 619. 
Treasury to Foreign Office—( Received September 14.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, September 13, 1909. 

WITH reference to Mr, Mallet’s letter of the Sth instant, relative to the service of the 
Anglo-Indian loan to Persia, Iain directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
‘rensmy to aeqnaint you for the infomation of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, that on 
the understanding that the customs receipts at Bunder Abbas, Lingah, and Alnaz are 
sufficient for the service of the Government loan, they offer no objection to the release 
of the Mohammerah receipts for the purpose of the Imperial Bank's loan. 

My Lords gather from Sir G. Barclay’s telegram that no payments on account of 
the Anglo-Indian loan haye been made sitice that referred to in the letter from the 
India Office*vf the 17th February last, namely, a sum of 13,6011., representing interest 
due on the 4th April, 1907, In thete ciretmstances my’ Lords would be glad to be 
informed whether the Secretary of State does not consider that the time has arrived 
when the Persian Government should be pressed for a further payment, 

Tam, &e. 
G. H. MURRAY, 





(34482) No. 620, 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Office —(Received September 14.) 
Sir, 8, Ouford Street, Manchester, September 1s 
FERRING to your letter of the lst ultimo, we should be glad to hear if y 
have any farther news from ‘Teliran as to the results of Sir G. B 's efforts on the 


Moin’s hehialf, and whether the Moin’s position as regards his concession is altered in 
any way since you wrote on the 31st August, 


(34496) No, 621. 


Sir A. Nicolson to sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 


(No, dtl.) 
Meloyraphic,) P. St, Petersburgh, September 14, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persia. 

Thformation reached me that an application has been ie by the Persian Govern- 
tent to the Russian Bank at Tehran, through the Persian Min for the sum 
of 200,001, As regards the view taken by the Russian Government, I will enquire and. 
roport. 





(84506) No. 622, 


Sir A, Nicolson 10 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 
(No. 445.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE to the Persian Government, 

Please see my telegram No 444 of this morning, 3 

1 was told to-day by M. Sazonow that, in view of the unfriendly attitude adopted 
by the Persian Government of late towards the Russian Government, latter do not feel 
at all inclined to authorise any advance, In the request just made to the Russi 
Government there was no mention of any control; and T have considerable doubts 
whethor permission will be given to the Russian Bank to make any advance of however 
moderate an amount to the Persian Government. ‘The question might be reconsidered 
were the attitude of the latter towards Russia to change. 

In reply to question of Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs as to how the matter 
of an advance by the Imperial Bank stood, I said that I would enquire by telegraph. 


St. Petersburgh, September 14, 1909. 
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(84507) No. 628. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 

(No. 446.) 

(elegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, September 14, 1909, 
PERSIAN telegraphs: Repairs on the line between Meshed and Nasratabad, 
‘The Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs have communicated to me an aide~ 

amémoire, in which it is staied that telegraphic communication on the above line will 
he completely interrupted unless the most urgently necessary repairs are taken in hand 
at once, and the Russian officials have therefore received orders to carry them 
ont. ‘The aide-mémoire further states that the instrument now at, Birjand is quite 
inadequate, and that the installation of a new one is indispensablo; and in this 
connection the Ministry renew the assurance given in their pro-memorid dated the 
5th (18th) March of last year (which formed Inclosure No. 1 in my despatch No, 149 of 
the following day), to the effect that they are ready to hand over tho instrument. in 
question to the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 

Tt would appear that no proposals were made by us in reply to. the Russian 
suggestion that we should execute these repairs, and so it seems to mo that it would 
not he easy for us to raise any objection to their being undertaken by the, Russian 
Government. 

‘As regards the general question of the exchange of lines, I said to M, Sazonow 
that to raise the question with the Persian Government at the present moment was 
apparently thought inopportune, His Pxeelleney suggested that it might. be possible 
to offect the exchango, and when it was a fait accompli the Persian Government could 
simply be informed of the fact. * I replied to M, Sazonow by pointing out the difficulties 
which lay in the way of any such action, 





[33895] No. 624, 


Sir Edvard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 252.) 
Sin, Foreign Office, September 14, 1900. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excelleney herewith copies of telegraphic correspondence 
exchanged between His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople and Minister at 
Tehran and myself on the subject of the assumption by His Majesty’s consular 
representatives at Bunter Abbas and Ling of the protection of Ottoman interests a 
those places.® 

T tayo toast nt gout! Hicollstoy sil itor dha Ruasinn oyamaméntiofi the 
nature of the arrangement now arrived at in settlement of this question. 

Tam, 
GREY, 





[34580] No, 625. 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce to Foreign Office-—(Recewwed September 16.) 


Sir, Manchester, September 4, 1909, 

I AM desired by the board of this Chamber to ask you to convey their thanks 
to Sir Edward Grey for the letter received at the Chamber from the Foreign Office, 
dated the 18th August, 

‘The question of the appointment of road guards for the security of trade, which 
the Secretary of State regards as encompassed with difficulties, the principal one being 
that of expense, has again been considered by the board in conjunction with the 
merchants principally concerned. The enclosed letter, signed by the principal houses 
in the Persia trade, states their views on this particular point and suggests a method 
of meeting it which is approved by the board, 

Mhe directors think 1 probable thal if the magnd silggented, vin, a toll or change 
for the use of the roads, proportionate to the distance travelled—with the specific 
object of meeting the expense of guarding—were adopted, it would remove the 


* Nos. 581, 584, 589, 604, and 605. 
(1665) 5c 
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main objection of the Persian authorities, and might indeed be welcomed by them 
as indicating a means for restoring, as soon as possible, ordinary peaceful and 
commercial avocations, 
Tam to express the hope that this proposal commends itself to the Secretary of 
State and that he will be able to give it his support. 
Tam, &. 
WALTER SPEAKMAN, Secretary. 


Tnelosure in No, 625. 


Joint Letter communicated to Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 





Dear Sin, = Manchester, August 31, 1909. 
WE are greatly obliged by your sending us the copy of the reply to the petition 
on the state of affhirs in mid and southern Persia, and are gratified to learn that this 
matter is having the serious attention of His Majesty’s Government, We note that 
the chief.difficulty in the way of establishi ystem of road guards to protect the 
trade routes is the raising of funds for ent of these men's wage 
We are well aware, from conversations with His Majesty's consuls in Persia, that 
it has been very definitely Inid down that in no manner whatever or under any name 
‘at all are the dotroi duties formerly in force in Persia to be re-established. However, 
wo do not think there can be any objection to the establishment of a system of tolls 
tions along th an routes on the principle that the goods should 
ovding to the di led; thus, goods destined for Shiraz, for 
tance, would pay less than goods destined for ‘Tehran. We feel convinced that 
an arrangement of this sort would present no insuperable difficulties, and we know 
‘us n result of many conversations with native Persian merchants in various parts 
of Persia that they would gladly pay these tolls if they were guaranteed the safe 
delivery of their goods at destination, 

We are aware of the embarrassment of the Persian nment for funds, 
roferred to in the letter from the Foreign Office dated the 18th instant. Nevertheless, 
we think it should be understood that tolls should only be Ik ng the Pers 
Government being in a different financial position. We make the suggestion 
hope that it may prove practicable, and if you will be good enough to forward it on 
to the proper quarters you will greatly oblige, yours faithfully, 

PH. ZIEGLER anv C 
LYON, LORD, axp Co. 
H, ©, DIXON axp Co. 
LIVINGSYONE, ZEYTOON 
CHAS, L, SASSOON axp Co, 





















































anv Co, (Limited). 











(34624) No. 626, 
Sir A. Nicolv to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 15.) 
(No. 4s.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petershurgh, September 15, 1909. 
‘Aan interview which I had to-day with the Minister of Kinance, his Bxcellency 
told me that personally he is opposed to any advance being made to the Persian 
+ Government, Dut that he would follow inthe footsteps of His Majesty's Government if 
latter are anxious to make advance, I replied that in the absence of proper control 
‘over expenditure T was sure you would not make an advance, and that. the Persian 
Government appear to be unwilling to concede the question of control. The Minister 
of Kinanco said that he thought even a control would be exceedingly difficult fo exercise, 


in view of the fact that the situation at Tehran was so obscure and so precarious. 



















[84473] No. 627. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 463.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. : Foreign Ofice, September 15, 1909. 

I SEE nothing against releasing Mohammerah receipts for service of hank loan, 
as suggested in your telegram No. 715 of the 4th Soptember, if, as you say, Bunder 
Abbas, Lingah, and Ahwaz reeeipts are sufficient for Government loan, 





(34506) No. 628, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 

(No. 1310) 

(Telegraphic.) _P. 
ADVANCE to Pe 
See your telegra 
No further new: 

telegram No. 


Foreign Office, September 15, 1909. 
ent by Imperial Bank, v 








ing the advance since Sir G, Barclay's 
together with my reply of the samo date 
> you, and we do not know whether any decision 
anthorities, 

















(84507) No. 629, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 

(No. 1311.) 

(Velegraphic.) P. 
MESHED-NASRATABAD telegraph line 
Tagree with you in view expressed in last paragraph of your telegram No. dA 

yesterday, 

As regards execution of necessary repairs mentioned in your telegtam, wo 
consented to their being carried out ar (see my teleran No, G4 to Mr, Marling, 
‘Tehran, of the 20th March, 1908); I think, therefore, that there is no objection to their 

I should like, however, to see text of Russian memorandum before 
ig Ishall be glad if you will send Russian memorandum by post, 





reign Office, September 15, 1909, 








of 














(84121) No. 630. 
Foreign Office to India Ofice. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 15, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo relative to, the erection of a 
second wire on the Tehran-Shahrud telegraph line, and to copies of telegraphic 
correspondence between this Office and His Majesty's representatives at St, Petersburgh. 
and Tehran dealing with this subject which have sine been forwarded to you, Tam. 
directed by Secretary Sir Edvard Grey to transinit to you herewith copy of a telegram. 
from Sir A. Nicolson reporting that the Russian Government have no objection to the 
proposed arrangement.” 

Tam accordingly to state that, so far as Sir B, Gre 
longer exists to the work being undertaken immediately, 








is aware, no obstacle any 


Tam, &e, 
F, A. CAMPBELL, 


eee 


























+ 376. 


(34633) : No. 631. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdiward Grey.—(Received September 16.) 


No, 164.) 


Sir, 


5 Gulakek, August 29, 1909. 
HAVE the honour to forward a list furnished me by the chief manager of the 
Imperial Bank of Persia of debis with interest up to the 31st December, 1908, 
contracted with the bank by the ex-Shah, Princes, Ministers of State, and others, 
which haye been taken over by the Persian Government. 

T understand that the Imperial Bank is likely to approach you with a view to 
ascertaining what will be the attitude of His Majesty's Government if the Persian 
Assembly refuses to recognise certain of those debts, two of which having been in 
whole or in part taken over by the Government subseqnently to the destruction of the 
Medjliss are quite likely to be disputed by the Assembly. I refer to those marked 
(A) and (B) in the list, viz. personal debts of the ex-Shah amounting to 186,421 tomans, 
and debts contracted’ by Naib-es-Saltaneh, the ex-Shah's uncle, for 131,101 toman: 
‘The former is made up of Mohammad Ali's direct liabilities to the bank during the 
time he was valiahd in Tabreez, and a promissory note of His Majesty to a Persian, 
Hajji Bagher Saraf, who had lent money to Mohammad Ali for his journey to Tehran 
when Muzaffered-Din Shah was dying, and who, subsequently, borrowed from the 
bank, giving as security Mohammad Ali's promissory note, ‘The debts marked in the 
enclosed list as contracted by Naib-es-Saltaneh are spread over a number of years, 
25,270 tomans were passed as Government debt as early as 1903, and should therefore 
not be disputed, the rest wore only taken in April 1909, and as will be noticed merely 
by order of the Prime Minister, 

It is open to question how far it was fair on the country for the late Government 
to take over these dobts, especially those of Naib-os-Saltaneh, but it seems to me a 
quite tenable view that we need not concern ourselves with their original character or 
go behind the fact that they have been taken over by a Government which we 
recognised, 

T do not now ask for instructions, which unless the Assembly disputes these 
debts will not be needed, but have wished to place the matter before you so that 
you may if the question arises he ina position, after your department has discussed 
the matter with the Imporial Bank of Persia, to instruct me in reply to a telegraphic 
inquiry. 

MT shoul! mention in conclusion that the Imperial Bank have not released Hajji 
Baghior Saret or Naib-es-Saltanch from their porsonal obligations to the bank, and 
that Naib-es-Saltanch’s estate would doubtless easily cover his debt, though the fact 
that he isa Russian protected person would make recovery from him more difficult 
than in the ease of debts of ordinary Persian subjects. 

T have, &¢. 
G, BARCLAY. 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 631. 


Srarmenr of Debts taken over by the Persian Government. 





Name, Amount. | Date when paised. Authority, 





Krans, 
May 6, 1905 | Autograph order of Muzaffer-ed-Din Shah 
‘and the Prime Minister for $30,000 krans, 
April 12, 1905 | Ditto for 1,031,595:80 Kraus, 
Shoa-es-Saltanch —.] 2,£00,000-00 "| July 27, 1907 | Autograph order of Mohuminnd Ali Shab, 
by the Minister of Fiuanoo, and 
as acepe for parent by the Ade 
‘ministeator-Genoval of Customs, 
Amir Babadur Jang ..| 1,200,000°00 | April 2, 1908] Passo by the Minister of Finance and 
‘ait by his suecessor in offiee, August 
29, 1908, and duly weoepted "by the 
Administentor-General of Customs. 
Mushireed-Dowleh ..| — 650,000°00 | November 24, 1906 | Promissory note of Musbir-e-Dowleh ns 
Prime The Adin 
thin debt up to Septet 
Nizam-ul-Mulk —..| 200,000:00 | April 21, 1908 | Pessed by Sani-ed-Dowleh as Minister of 
Finance. 
(A) Mohammad Ali Sioh.,| 1,542,444°70 | December 9, 1908 Autograph order of Mobasninad Ali Shab 
pissed by. the Prine Minister ancl 
Minister of Finmer, and duly, agoepted 
for parment by the Adsinistrator- 
Genctal of Customs 
March 17, 1908 | Order of Prime Minister and M, Naus for 
911,012°85 


Nasr-esSaltanch —..| 9,061,593°80. 


252 
April 17,1900 | Onder of Pl 
| iran 
Both tly scoped for pa 
uritor of Chitin 











Dn 
Kr 
Balance of eurrent nesoant in Tabrees aa on Sept 
OE Csi se iy Nl ROR GBONS 
Tnterest to December 31, 1908. « S 1Tio26:10 
osm account fn Tabrees duc Avi Si  a77h66:80 
Innerest on same to December 31,1008, 3, 9113108 
Promissory note. ia fhvour of Hojji Bagher due 
November 17,1907 sees 400,000-00 
Interest on same to December 31,1008 ¢< 114492980 
Thterost on current account and Ioan seoouit ty March 
20,1009 ee ve te SBTBTIES 
Interest on promissory note to March 20, 1909 {2407460 
By amonnt reeoveredy being interest on current aid 
splnmaccounts to Maoh 051900 "°° oa 286,08190 
mount recoverel, being interest_on” promissory” 
“hate to March 20,1908 se nae ne ‘ 99,006°08, 
By amount recovered, being inicrest on” promissory 
note to September 20, 1908 & 2,778°60, 
By'balanee not 1siat-70 


Tsos 1018 1so4210"16 
‘To balance—I,542,444°70 krans, 
LE, axp 0, 
Tehran, August 23, 1909, 


N.B.—The sums credited to this account were taken out of the refunds madesin 
Bushire on account of the Ain-ed-Dowleh’s robberies, the action being approved of by 
M. Mornard. Since then, however, the robbery account has been credited with all 
refunds made in Bushire, and the credits in the ex-Shah’s account now stand to the 
debit of a Government account, which consequently is overdrawn, 


[1665] 5D 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 631. 


List of Principal Debtors of the Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, August 12, 1909. 


Mira Sesyid Abdulla Mutoh — 
Til davon de Septonber 26, 1007, Gutrastnd 

by Moeta-Saltane eas 
Mia'Ali Rem Khar 

Bil scouted, d 

hy Natbrens 

Bil discount, a 

wy 


d, due August 17, 1909. Guaranteed by 
h e 


November 2, 1008. Guaranteed 
Mohaiamad Ali Khan Mostoh 6... 


"ly due November 2, 1908, Guaranteed 
‘by Mirza Seyyid Abdulla Khan Mostof .. we 
{laled-Dowleh— 
‘due November 20, 1008, Guaranteed 
i Mulk— 
iseounted, due August 25, 1908, Guaranteed by 
IDowlh ee a 
Mulk— 
iscounted, due July 19, 1908, Guaranteed by 
deDowleh ve) vs 
Beshrat Khan Ae 
Bill discounted due July 21, 1908 
Najjet ‘Agu Ammin:i-Zaro— 
ill discounted 
Haji Mirzs Hamatl 
Bill discounted, due Apr 
Sexyid Hashem a 
Till discounted, due August 21. 1908, 
‘uslomis Adininistration 
Dill discounted, dy August 21, 1908, 
‘Customs Adininist : 
Bill discounted, 2, 1908, 
Aga Mehl Mobiammad Ali Kaxvi 
Bill dis due June 7,_ 1908, 
Age Meluli Moliammad AN Kuzvis 
Bill discounted, due July. 6, 1908, 
ardar Mofukham .. 
Bill Giseounted, due August 30, 1908, Gui 
Aweted-Doweb ee ae 
Dill discounted, due September 14, 1908, 
by Fics ‘ owe 
Bill discounted Guaranteed 


varanteed 


His Highness Jellalde-Dowleh— 
Dill discounted, due Pebsuary 9, 1908 
ue June 21908. 


Moja: Nath 

Bl dscouted, due Qetaber 6, 1907. Guarautet by 

Mira Ses Abia Bh aires 
MokartenesdeDowleh— 

xi, duo April 27, 1907, Guaranteed by 

Bil discounted de November 10, 190%, “Guarantee 

by Hi Aminear st 2 


Mostofa Khan Sartin— 
Bill disevunted, due November 10, 1906, Guaranteed 
by Naibes-Sultaneh .. s 


rans. 


20,0000 
220,000-00 


140,000:00 
28,250 00 
100,000-00 
110,007°35 
00°00 
500-00 
395,508 35 
,000:00 
70,000-00 
180,000:00 
128,000-00 
160,000-00 
287,000:00 
1,724,282:35 


60,000-00 
818,700:00 


80,0000 
11,900-00 


Kris. 


30,000°00 


240,000-00 


07,030-00 


2188400, 


10,820-00 


16,165 00 


11,550°00 


54,16215. 


17,000-00 


9,617,668-05 


378,700°00 


80,000-00. 


Kraus, 


‘The late Nizam-es-Sultaneh— 
Will discounted, due October 81908... 80,7080 
Zilees-Saltaneh— 

iscounted, due February 25, 1909, Guaranteed 

Prineces Sourost-el-Dowleh, s/s. 80,000-00 
Bil discounted. due April 6, 1909 2. 100,000-00 


130,000:00 
tea due September 11, 1908, Guaranteed 
by Haji Amin-i-Zarh ae 1,805°00 
Vanir-i-Malisoos (now Sahil 
Bill diseounted, due May 26, 1008, Guaranteed by 
His Highness Jellal-ed-Dovleh aid His Excellency 
i fj Sasa e Ges 200,000°00 
Loa, due June 4, 1907, Guaranteed by Kazem 


Honor 200,000:00 


Tou, due May 24, 1907. Guaranteed by Princess 
“Babou Osma eee eat ey a 20,876°40, 
Haji Sheikh Fealallah— 
anuary 16,1909, Guarantool by Haj 
eMujthed so ee ‘ 22,501°05, 
ie September 4, 1908 4, 17,000+00 
id Mehdi Mujeaheed— 
fy 2 1000, Guaruoed by Haji Shik 
ah eae 1,600:00 


41,499°20 
iran, due October 8, 1908 
Sanar Athham— 


re October 81908, 180,000:00 
Mukbar-es-Sul 


Tou, due 
Dowleh vo ee 

Hi Asghar Khan (lato Ata BageinAzat)— 

t account balance te A 8,012-80, 


Vromisory not x a 70,58:60, 
Advanee tale iu Lovdon, 68,260-05 


160,000:00 


1,600:000) 


—— srrasees 


Fee ee 607,270:20 
Khan Sinlar Maisoor— 


200,869-40 
872,802"10 
293,246-30 


604,037°65 


Current account Cy eS , 169,805°16 
Saninidl-Dowlel 
at 
Highness Zil-ee-Sult 
arrvat aceon Tehran ee 4 BOS A 
Current account, Isfahan, with interest to dune 90,1909 481,572-40, 


198,407-00 


980,77+65 





(84731) No. 632. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 16.) 


Sir, India Office, September 1, 1909, 
IN reply, to your letter dated the Sth September, 1909, Iam ditected t¢ eay that 
Viscount Morley. concurs in the proposal of Secretary Sir Edward Grey to ether, 
His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran by telegraph to comply with the request of the 
manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia that the assignment should be obtained of the 
customs receipts of Mohammerah to the service of the bank's own loan 
Tam, &. 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 
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[34735] No. 633. : 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received September 16.) 


B retary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
setae see Torsjgn Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
Viceroy, dated the 13th September, relative to the proposed retention of four sowars 
for the purposes of Karkha irrigation work. 


India Office, September 16, 1909. 


Tnclosure in No. 633, 
Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Telegraphic.) P. ts. September 13, 1909. 
SEB your telegram dated the 27th ultimo. ~ 
Four sowars are recommended as sufficient for work on Karkha, and subsequently 


‘as escort for consulate. Telegraphic orders are solicited. 





(84719) 


Sir G, Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey-—(Received September 16.) 

(No, 720.) 
(Welegraphic.) Pe 

ADVANCE to Persian Government, 

Please seo St. Petersburgh telegram No. 445 of the 14th September and my 
No. 719 of the 7th September. i 

Board of directors of Imperial Bank of Persia have authori 

Persian Government on 


Gulahek, September 16, 1909. 


, now that the 
ing on its own 


fil-es-Sultan, the Government believe, will shortly pay them 100,000 tomans, for 
which purpose he has applied to the Imperial Bank for an advane ae 

We have now made further representations in favour of His Imperial Highness, 
and it appears probable that on payment of this sum, and after handing @ promissory 
note for an additional contribution to the Persian Government, he will be permitted to 
eave the country. 





(34624) No, 635. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
). 466.) ie 
{elogeaphiy PB Foreign Office, September 16, 1909. 
ADVANCE to Persian Government. on : 
Please lot me know how far you think Persian Government are prepared to go in 
allowing proposed joint advance fo be subjected to proper control (see Sir A. Nicolson’s 
telegram No, 448 of yesterday). 





‘S81 


[84700] No. 636. 


Sit Edward Grey (o Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 137.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1909. 

THE Persian Minister called at this Offico onthe 18th nstant and. acked that 
Hs Majesty's Government would put pressure on the Imperial Bank of Persia to induce 
them to make to the Persian Government an advance on current accounts 

Asked what security it was propose to ofe for the repayment of this advaneo, he 
promised to enquiry and added that ho understood thatthe Russian changé dares a 

‘ehran was now in fivour of an advance by the Russian Government. 

Mehdi Khan then renewed his complaints as to tho action of the Russian troops at 
‘Tabreez, where, he said, an attack had been made by them on the house of a prominent 
resident, whose danghter had been wounded as the result of it. He also asserted that 
more Russian troops had crossed the frontier and had proceeded to Urumia, 

Mehdi Khan was informed that the Persian Government. should address their 
complaints to the Russian Government, and that His Majesty's Government reoom- 
mended to the Persian Government patience and the assumption of a friendlier attitude 
towards Russia, 

‘He was farther assured that there was every prospect of a large reduction in the 
numbers of the Russian troops in Persia during the month of October. 

Tam, &e, 
B, GREY, 





[34473] No, 637. 
Foreign Office to Treasury, 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 18th instant, relative to the service of British loans in Persia, 

In reply to the inquiry contained in the last paragraph of that communication, T 
am to state that, in Sir E. Grey's opinion, it would be useless, in view of the presont 
financial condition of Persia, to press the Persian Government for a further payment in 
respect of the Government Joan at present, but that tho question must be considered 
when Persian finances are set in order, or if a further loan to the Persian Government 
is eventually guaranteed or made, 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLE, 





[84386] No, 638. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1909, 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 11th instant relative to services rendered by certain gentlemen during the 
recent disturbances at Tehran, 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that Sir EB. Grey entirely concurs in the suggestion 
of Viscount Morley to authorise the director-in-chief of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department to make, on behalf of His Majesty's Government, a communication to the 
staff of the department in the terms which he recommends, and to convey to Dr, Scott 
an intimation similar to that which will be conveyed to Majors Stokes and O'Connor. 

am, &c. 
F, A. CAMPBELL. 
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No. 639. 





[34482] 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellinger and Co. 


Foreign Office, Septembir 16, 1909. 
se aT aired by Seoetary Six Bavard Grey t acknowledge the recipi of yout 
letter of the 13th instant relative to the concessions held by the Moiu-ut-Tujjar for the 
oxtracti «d oxide on Hormuz Island. Sore ; 
ne you, in reply, that the only information which has reached Six B. 
‘Grey on this subject since the date of Mr. Mallet’s letter of the Blst ultimo, to which 
you refer, is contained in a telogram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran dated the 

t instant, A ere ; 

ane telegram Sir G. Barclay states that negotiations on the subject of these 
sions are suspended for the present. Cae 

sth uatonalist Exeevtive Committee state that the Persian Goverment are too 

busy to attond to the matter, and that the question of cancelling the Moin’s concession 

has not yet been considered, which, in Sir G. Barclay's opinion, would appear to 
indicate that the Moin has come to terms with the committes, 

Tam, &o, 4 
F. A. CAMPBELL, 

















(34768) No. 640. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 17.) 
ee) St Peterebrgh, Sept Lt 1000, 
} s Yo. 149 ° 19 1908, I have the 
WITH reference to my despatch No.149 of the 10th Marl, 1908, 0 
honour to transmit herewith copy of an aide-mémoire which T have received from the 
Russian Goverment respecting the Meshed-Nasratabad telegraph Tne 
e, &o, 
A. NICOLSON. 





















Inclosui 


ein No. 640. 


dide-mémoire communicated to Sir A. Nicolson by Russian Government. 


fatre autres, un 
s de télégraphe 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 1" (14) septembre, 1909, 


(34836) No. G41. 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September V7.) 





Sir, India Ofte, September 16,1900, 
t fe i $) e, \e Wi tl Mitice 

VITH reference to previous corr’spondence, ending with the letter o 

dated th Sieh Desens tae communicating copy of Secret despatch dated the 18th 


December, 1908, to Government of India as to the appointment of military attaché at 
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Meshed, I am directed to enclose copy of a letter from the Govemment of India 
dated the 12th August, 1909, pointing out that, in addition to the pay of the military 
attaché, varying from 5741. 8s. to 9271. 4s, a-year, according to rank, there are eettaiy 
miscellaneous expenses connected with the appointment which should be shared, ag in 
other analogous cases, equally between the British and Indian Governments, 
Niseount, Morley regrets that this aspect of the matter has not previously be 
brought to notice in the correspondence, but he trusts that Secretary Sir I. Grey. will 
Set ft to represent it to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's freasury and-mova 


them to aecept as a charge against British revenues a moiety of the total expenditure 
involved in the appointment. 


‘That expenditure will tia 








© approximately amounted to 863 for the period 21st 


Ceiober, 1908, to the 31st March, 1909, and is likely to amount to 2/8721, luring the 
current financial year. 


Tam, &e, 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 






SSS 







Tnclosure 1 in No, 641, 


Government of India to Viscount Morley, 
(Secret.) 


My Lord, 

WE have the honour to refer to our military: (Secret) 
October, 1905, in which we requested sanction to 
attaché at Meshed, and to the cost being met equally 
Governments, 

fon teat Lendship's foreign (Secret) telegram of the 28th November, 1908, 
Sacgion was accorded to the appointment in question for two years with effect from, 
{he 2ist October, 1008, it being added that the ‘Treasury agreed to hear Hall the eeut 
ne hserve, Howover, that in the letter from tho ‘Treasury to tho Rorelgn Oliee, dared 
Ui? AUth November, 1908, which conveyed authority for the change to Linperal tuts 
of one-half of the cost involved, the amount in question iy stated nem varying, 
according to the rank of the oflicer employed, from 574, 8s. £0 9271, de, por anon 

Wve would point out that, in addition to the actual pay of the incumbent, thore 
areca ain miscellaneous expenses connected with the appointment which should he 
shared equally by the Imperial and Indian Governments-as in other sivtler oor 
fuel as our consular establishments. in Persin—whore arrangomonts oxiet i the 
interests jointly of the Home and Indian Governments, 

5. We forward a statement showing approximately the expenditure involved by 
HpygtPointment for 190-1000, i. from tho 2st October, 1905, to the Biss Merch, 
1909, and also the probable expenditure during the current finanetal year, 

We have, &e, 
MINTO. 
KITCHENER, 
H. ADAMSON, 
i J. 0. MILER, 
GUY FLEETWOOD WIrson, 
8. P, SINHA, 


Simla, August 12, 1909. 

despatch dated the 19th 
the appointment of a military 
by His Majesty’s and the Indian 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 641. 


(Scoret:) 

Srassent showing the approximate expenditure for 1908-1009 and the probable 
expenditure involved during the current Financial Year in connection with the 
appointment of tho Military Attaché, Meshed. 





Faint 
| | expenditure, i} 
| 100182.) 
| soma 
Dri Monnty mie. | Anmaatrae, ORO) tent, | Remar 
1008. 1909-1910. 


| March 31, 1909, 
4 months, 
162 

















ney 
Seren: iis 5B) e1nis 18 8 [3p monte 
Exchange compensation 18 7 4 40:13 8 | t 3] * 
Foyer ior B74) Une OILS 
RAT goal e ao 7 (beh 2 
Pera asd oo ss OO 





Pay of permanent clerk. 





plus eompensi- 
iow ty of pay 












Ditto 2550 0 0 : 187 8 0 
m0 9 | 1 0 0 © 0, B64 0 0 |p 4 months. 
e 312 6 | 405 6 0 28) 405 6 0 
Ration allow 780 | 90 0 0 0 0 Gat & 0/§ Souths, 
Vay: of hap E16 00 | 12 0 0 50) I oo 
Secret service * 1000 0 0 7 1| 10,000 0 0 
Contingent aoa’7o 0 | 4385 0 0 0 0) 4356 0 0 
% - 9 0 | On relict 


31300 





ew 1 S574 | 








[84843] No, 642 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 17.) 
No. 730.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September V7, 1909. 
JOIN advance to Persian Government. 


‘Your telogram No. 466 of the 16th September. 

‘The Persian Government will, I think, wait until they are reduced to the last 
extremity before consenting to an adequate control of expenditure, and if Zil-es-Sultan 

ays the expected 100,000 tomans (question of an advance to His Imperial Highness 

By tho Imperial Bankseo my telegram No. 720 of yesterday—has been referred by 
the local manager to his hoard of directors) they will probably be able, with this and 
whatever they can get from other sources, to eke out a precarious existence until the 
meeting of the Assembly, which is expected to take place before the middle of next 
month, 

‘his morning I received a visit from the financial adviser, who enquired on 
behalf of the Minister of Finance as to my attitude in the event of the Persian Govern- 
ment applying to His Majesty’s Legation for financial assistance. 

Treplied that the matter would have to be referred to His Majesty's Government, 
who, Twas convinced, would only advance money jointly with the Russian Government, 
amd that on the stipulation that the expenditure of any sums so advanced would be 
submitted to proper control, 

‘Yo-morrow M, Bizot will make the same enquiry of the Russian chargé daffaires. 
1am informing M, Sabline of my reply to these overtures. 

‘The most practical form of supervision in present circumstances would be, 
M. Bizot thought, similar to that proposed for the intended Russian advance to the 
Jate Government (details of which are given in inclosure in my despatch No. 129 of the 
18th June). I think that this control would be at least as effective now than when 
first contemplated. ‘The Minister of Finance at present in office is relatively honest, 
and on this point differs from the Acting Minister under the late régime. 
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[84507] No. 643. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 17, 1909. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to ade irl horerit eoey ob 
a telegram from His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh,® relative to the desire 
of the Russian Government to undertake certain indispensable repairs on the Meshed~ 
Nasratabad telegraph line, 

It will be within Viscount Morley’s recollection that a similar question arose last 
year, and that on the 20th March Sir E. Grey addressed a telegram to His Majesty's 
chargé d'affaires at Tehran, with his Lordship's concurrence, stating that His Majesty's 
Government had no objection to necessary repairs being undertaken, 

Sir E. Grey is disposed, if Lord Morley agrees, to return a similar reply to the 
present request of the Russian Government, should the terms of the memorandum in 
which it is made appear satisfactory to His Majesty's Government, 

I am to transmit copy of a telegram which Sir B, Grey has addressed to 











Sir A. Nicolson, instructing his Excellency to forward that document by post, and T 


am to add that, as soon as it is received, a copy of it will be submitted for Lord Morley's 
consideration, 


Tam, &e, 
F, A. CAMPBELL. 























(34885) No. 644. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Septeriber 18,) 


ce India Office, September 16, 1900, 

_ WITH reference to correspondence of Jast year ending with the letter of this 
office, dated the 19th October, 1908, Tam directed to enclose copy of a telogram from 
the Government of India, dated the 7th September, 1909, suggesting that Mr, New 
stiould again be given while on touran escort of thirty men from the Mekran Levy 
Corps. 

‘Viscount Morley woultl propose, subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir B Grey, 
to approve the proposal of the Government of India, and would suggest that it might, as 
before, be left to the discretion of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran whether to notify 
the matter to the Persian Government, 














Thave, &e. 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 





Inclosure in No. 644. 
Government of India to Viscount Morley, 
(Telegraphie.) P. September 7, 1909 
REFERENCE is invited to your telegram of the 16th October, 1908, as to arms 
traffic. Tt is again recommended by director, Persian Gulf Telographs, that Mr. New, 
while on tour, should be furnished with an escort. Major Cox supports the proposal, 
We propose that thirty men from Mekran Levy Corps should, as last year, be given to 
New as escort. Should this be approved by you we would request that, if it is 
considered necessary, steps may be taken to obtain Persian Government's consent, 































© No, 623. 
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(34952) No. 645. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 19.)}, 





fo. 731) 
frei ey P Gulahek, September 19, 1909. 

ZAL-ES-SULPAN'S contribution. 

My telegram No. 730 of the 17th September. oe. 

‘The board of directors of the Imperial Bank have refused to authorise their 
Tehran manager to make the contemplated advance to His Imperial Highness, 

Ono of Zil-es-Sultan’s sons, however, learning of this, has persuaded the Persian 
Government to stand security to the bank for the advance of 100,000 tomans, the 
Cabinet binding itself, in the event of His Imperial Highness failing to pay, to take 
over this sum as a Government debt. ‘ ‘ 

For repayment of the advance Zil-es-Sultan is ready to give a written assurance 
that this will be effected as early as possible from the proceeds of the sale of first class 
Tndian securities. ‘The formalities connected with the sale must, however, take several 
weoks to conclude, fae 

Mr, Wood is asking for further instructions from his principals. 

Thave communicated the substance of the above to my Russian colleague, 








[34975] No, 646, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 20.) 


(0, 782.) 
‘olegraphic,) P. Gulahek, September 20, 1909, 
NASR-UL-MULK, 
Tlearn from the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that Nasr-ul-Mnlk has finally 
declined to accept that Ministry. I understand, nevertheless, that he is on his way 
ack to this country. 











(85185) No, 647. 
sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 20.) 
(No, 733.) 
(Polographic.) P. Gulahek, September 20, 1909. 


A MEMBER of the Government has given me to understand that the Cabinet has 
decided on the renewal of the appointments of M. Sadowsky, Russian doctor to 
Mohamed Ali, and of M. Smirnow. “ 

‘Phe same information has reached M. Sabline, who tells me that he is recom- 
monding to his Government that, in the event of these appointments being renewed, 
the Rus: troops at Kazvin should be lrawn at the end of this week on the 
‘oceasion of the new Minister's artival. 
an inauguration of M. Poklew: 
impression. 





















i's mission would make an excellent 








[85203] No. 648. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived September 20.) 
(No, 731.) 
(Tolegraphic.) P. Gulahek, September 20, 1909. 


BAKHTIART road, 

Outstanding account for repairs to Godar Bridge. 

Please sce Mr. Marling’s despatch No, 122 of the 2lst May, 1908. 

Tlearn from His Majesty's acting consul at Ahwaz that the Khans are willing to 
or the bill, amounting to 18,476 krans, for repairs during 1007. Mr. Ranking at 

the same time requests that he may be authorised to accept in settlement the sum 

originally claimed free of interest, or to come to a compromise for not less than. half 

the total sum, together with interest, should the Khans refuse the former alternative. 

‘The local agont of Messrs. Lynch is telegraphing to his head office. 
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Owing to the diversion of traffic from Bushire, the Bakhtiari road has lately 
prospered. ‘The opportunity for a settlement consequently appears propitious, Tt is 
much to be desired that Messrs. Lynch will allow Mr. Ranking some latitude in the 
matter of a settlement. 





[85210] No. 649. 


Sir G. Burclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 20,) 
(No. 735.) 
(Telegraphic.)_P. Gulahek, September 20, 1909, 
RETENTION of additional consular guard at Shiraz, 
Ihave received the following telegram, No. 107 of the 19th September, from His 
Majesty's acting consul at Shira 


<1 propose, subjest to your approval, to inform the goveror-generl, who arrives 
to-day, that you will decide as to the retention or departure of the Bushire detachment, 
that you are anxious that normal conditions may a8 soon a3 possible be restored, but 
that it is necessary for us to have suitable guarantees against a rocrudeseonce of the 
Tate disorders. ‘Thus, whilst posts are continually being robbed in tho immediato 
neighbourhood of the town, and whilst, owing to the weakness of the local authorities, 
who are unable to enforce the attendance of headmen or the payment of debts, Br 
claims to the extent of 40,000 tomans remain uninvestigated, I could nob recommend 
the withdrawal of the detachment. ‘The best proof of restored order will be tho 
speedy settlement of these claims. 

“If the detachment were to be immediately withdrawn, I am afraid that the 
existing idea, that our policy of non-intervention removes any noed for seriously. 
considering our general claims, would only be confirmed.” 








Thave replied as follows, No. 81:— 





‘We should not be justified in retaining the Bushire detachment with a view to 
obtaining sottlement of our outstanding claims; and I cannot see that the maintenance 
of order on the roads would be ensured by such a step. 

“The detachment should be sent back to Bushire unless foreign lives and proporty 
are in actual danger.” 





I should be glad to keep the Maxim in the country if the Admiralty could see 
their way to leaving it, without the detachnient, at Shiraz, 











[34885] 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Ba‘clay. 
No. 467.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 20, 1909, 


MR. NEW, 
We have concurred in Government of India’s proposal to proceed in the samo 
manner as last year with regard to Mr. New’s escort (see iny telegram No, 282 of 
Jast year). 
You 





inform Persian Government of this or not, as you think best, 





(84885) No. 651, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 20, 1909. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 16th instant, relative to the proposal of the Government of India that an 
escort of thirty men from the Mekran Levy Corps should again be furnished to Mr. Now, 
of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, while on tour, 
T am to inforin you, in reply, that Sir E, Grey con 








rs in Viscount Morley's 


suggestion that this proposal should be approved, and that it should be left to the 
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discretion of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran whether to bring the matter to the notice 
of the Persian Government, 

T am to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram which Sir E. Grey has 
addressed to Sir C. Barclay to this effect. 


Tam, &c. 
F. A. CAMPBELL. 



















No. 652. 


Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, September 20, 1909. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 17th instant, relative to the desire of the 
Russian Government to effect certain urgent repairs on the Meshed-Nasratabad 
tolegraph line, Lm directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith 
copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh,t enclosing the 
text of the aide-mémoire by which this request is conveyed. > 

Tm to site that the proposal as set forth in this paper, uppears to Sir B. Grey 
to be unobjectionable, and that he is accordingly disposed, with Viscount Morley’s 
concurrence, to instruct Sir A. Nicolson to inform the Russian Government that His 
Majesty's Government will raiso no obstacle to the realisation of their wish under the 
conditions indicated. 

Tam to add that Sir B, Gre 
Lord Morley's views on this que 


[84768] 

















would be glad to be favoured with an expression of 
ion with as little delay as may be convenient. 

Tam, &e. 
. A. CAMPBELL, 
























{84083} 


0, 653, 


Foreign Offi 





to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 20, 1909. 

ted hy Secretary Sir Kdward Grey to transmit to you herewith, for 
1 of the Lords ‘Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, copies of 
correspondence between this department and the India Office; relative to. the 
tmsatisfactory conduct, last year, of the consular guard at Ispahian, which has involved 
some additional expenditure of public money. 

Tt will be observed that the Government of India have treated this expenditure 
as in connection with Persian consulates, and that Viscount Morley proposes to approve 
thoit proceedings, which will have thé effect of charging Imperial revenues with one- 
half of the cost incurred, 

Tam to state that, subject to the concurrence of their Lordships, Sir is 
disposed to express agreement in Lord Morley’s suggested reply to the Government of 
Tudia, 

Tn oxplanation of the reference contained in the last paragraph of the India Office 
lotter of tho 9th instant, Tam to advert to your letter of the 18th February last, and 
previous correspondenee relative to the employment of an Indian guard in connection 
with the operations of the Oil Concessions Syndicate (now the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company) near Ahyva 



































Tam, &e. 
FP. A. CAMPBELL. 











(84580) No. 


Foreign Office to Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 





Sir, Foreign Office, September 20, 1909, 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 14th instant, relative to the proposal to secure the protection of trade 
jn Southern Persia by the organisation of a system of road guards, 








+ No, 630, + No 640. 
$ India Office, August 20; to India Office, August 265 India Ofice, September 9, 1909, 
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Iam to inform you, in reply, that the suggestion made by the principal houses 
at Manchester which are interested in Persian trade, as set forth in their letter to your 
chamber, will be carefully considered by His Majesty's Government in conjunction 
with the various proposals now under discussion for putting an end to the present 
state of insecurity in those regions. 





Tam, &. 
F A. CAMPBELL, 









(35235) No. 655. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 21.) 





St. Petersburgh, September 18, 1909, 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 440 of the 11th instant, [have the honour to 
forward to you herewith copy of an aide-mémoire which 1 have received from the 
Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs, stating that the Imperial Russian Government 
haye no objections whatever to the immediate commencement of the construction of 
second wire to the Tehran-Shabrud telegraph line by the Indo-Buropean ‘Tolegraph 
Department. 


Thave, &e. 
A. NICOLSON. 






Tnclosure in No. 655. 


Aide-memoire by Russian Government, 
(Translation,) 

IN the aide-mémoire dated the 10th (23rd) August the British Embassy stated 
that the Persian Government had made further representations to the Indo-Buropean 
‘Telegraph Department respecting the specdiest, possible construction of a second line 
to the Shahrud line, and that an immediate reply to the Government of the Shah was 
very desirable, 

On their part the Imperial Government have no objections whatever to the 
immediate execution of the necessary work by the above-named department, 


St, Petersburgh, September 4 (17), 1909. 














(35321) No. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. (Received September 21.) 


(No. 736.) 





P. Gulatek, September 21, 1909. 
CUSTOMS receipts of Gulf poris, 

Your telegram No. 463 of the 15th September, 

Last year 217,000 tomans wore received at the three ports in question, and 
approximately $1,000 during the first half of this year. The above sum would suffice 
for the service of the Government loan, provided that His Majesty’s Government 
would accept a gradual payment of the two years’ arrears of interest, 











(35326) No. 657. 


Sir ©, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Septemb i) 
(No. 737.) d a sees) 
(Gelegraphic.) R. Tehran, September 21, 1909. 
MY telegram No. 735 [of 20th September} ah we 
. Retention of relieved consular escort at Shiraz was sanctioned in your telegram 
No. 185 of 23rd July last year for a further period of six months from 19th June, 
Further renewal of sanction for subsequent retention of guard has not yet been 
obtained. I suggest, in view of disturbed state of that province, that escort should be 
maintained at present strength, at any rate until the end of next year. 































[1665] 3G 
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85433] . No. 658. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Seplember 22.) 
(No. 738.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. : Gulahek, September 

ADDITIONAL consular guard at Shiraz. - 8 

. Mr, Bill has replied to my telegram (repeated to you in my telegram No. 735 of 
the 20th September) that, although foreigners in Shiraz are in no immediate danger, 
he cannot guarantee that his guard might not again very shortly be in need of 
reinforcement, the governor-general having brought no troops with him. 

Thave, in these circumstances, consented’ to a further temporary retention of the 
detachment at Shiraz, instructing at the same time His Majesty's acting consul to 
avoid any action which might give rise to the idea that the retention of these troops 
has been determined upon with the object of compelling a settlement of the claims of 
British subjects outstanding. 





(85210) No, 659. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty, 
(Confidential) ; 
in, Foreign Office, September 22, 1909. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir B. Groy to, transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the 
‘Admiralty, tho accompanying copy of a telegram, as marked in the margin, from Hi 
Majosty’s Minister at/chran,° respecting the recall of the naval detachment from SI 
to Bushire. 
eT aan to express the hope that the Lords Commissioners will be able to assent to 
Sir G. Barclay's request that the detachment may be instructed to leave their Maxim 
sun with ammnnition; and Tam to suggest that this might perhaps be done on Toan 
am, &. 
BP. A, CAMPBELL. 





(35461) No. 660. 
Indiu Office to Foreign Office, (Received September 23.) 


‘THE Under-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
ie 20th September, relative to the proposed retention of four sowars 

for the purposes of Kherkha irrigation work. 


India Office, September 22, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 600. 
Viscount Morley to Gorernment of India, 


(elegraphic,) P- India Office, September 20, 1909. 
SEH your telegram dated the 13th September, 
Guaril should leave without delay, with exception of four sowars, who should be 
r survey work, Instructions in this sense were sent on the th instant to 
Rarclay. Wheu estimates of cost have been received, question of subsequent 
rotention of sowars as consular escort will he considered. 
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[35679] No. 661, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 


Foreign Office, September 23, 1909, 

I TOLD Count Benckendorfé to-day of the good opinion of the Persian governor 
‘of Tabreez which we had heard from our consul-general. I also observed that. the 
Persian Government, had now reinstated the Russian tutor of the Shah, T thought the 
Persian Minister here might have been useful in this respect, for I had explained to 
him liow iinpossible it was to expect the Russians to withdraw their troops so long as 
the Persian Government worried the Russians by aimoyanges such as the dismissal of 
the tutor. The Persian Minister had very strongly expressed his view that the 
dismissal of the tutor had been a mistake, and had said that he would report to his 
Government. 

Count Benckendorff told me that there had been some discussion with the Persian 

inister at St. Petersburgh as to lending money. Apparently the Persian Government 
did not wish to submit to any control, and the Russian Finance Minister was very 
unwilling to lend anything. 

Isaid that I heard the Persian Government, were applying for money to both the 
Russian and the British bank in'Tehran, But as far as a loan by the two Governments 
was concerned our position was that a loan should be made only if tho Persian 
Government would consent to the conditions laid down by the Russian Government 
before the late Shah was deposed, these conditions seemed to me reasonable and 
necessary. 

Tam, &e. 
B, GREY, 


(85326) No. 662. 


Forcign Office to Treasury. 


(Confidential,) 
Si ‘ 


: Foreign Office, September 28, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 21st July, 1908, on the subject of the 
maintenance at increased Strength of the consular guard at Shiraz, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir rd Grey to transmit to you herewith paraphrase of a telegram from 
His Majesty's at Tebran® suggesting that, in view of the disturbed stato of that, 
province, tue guard’ should be matitiasd ae Ve’ presout strength, oY any: sate tll the 
end of next year. 

Tam to state that Sir B, Grey entirely concurs in Sir G. Barelay’s suggestion, 
and to express tho hope that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury 
may see their way to consent to the proposed arrangement of the equal division of the 
expense involved betwoon the Imperial and Indian Exchequers, 

Tam to add that a similar letter has been addressed to the India Office, 

Tam, &c, 
A, CAMPBELL, 


(85326) 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, September 23, 1909. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 20h July, 1908, on the subject of the 
maintenance at increased strength of the consular guard at Shiraz, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram from His 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran suggesting that, in view of the disturbed state of that 
provinee, the guard should be maintained at its present strength, at any rate till the 
end of next year.” 

Tam to siate that Sir E. Grey entirely concurs in Sir G, Barclay’s suggestion, and 
to express the hope that Viscount Morley may see his way to consent to the proposed 


+ No. 687. 





















arrangement of the equal division of the expense involved between the Imperial and 
Indian Exchequers. 
Tam to add that a similar letter has been addressed to the Treasury. 
am, &e. 
F, A. CAMPBELL 





(34633) No. 664. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 23, 1909. 
WITH reference to Sir T, Jackson's letter of the Sth instant, addressed to 
Mr. Mallet, relative to the debts due to the Imperial Bank of Persia by the late Shab, 
Princes, Ministers, and others which haye been taken over by the Persian Government, 
Tam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that, in view of the fact 
hint these debls wore taken over by a responsible Government, recognised by and 





maintaining diplomatic relations with His Majesty's Government, he is prepared to 
support the bank in any attempts which they may make to recover the sums due to 
them in the event of the newly elected Persian Medjliss disputing the claim. 

Should such a case arise His Majesty's Minister at Tehran will be furnished with 
instructions accordingly. 


Tam, &e. 
F, A, CAMPBELL. 











No. 6 





(85203) 


Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 





Foreign Office, September 23, 1909. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the 
in connection with the Gotar Bridge on the Bakhtiar. road) {am directed by Secretary 
Sir 5. Groy to stato, for the information of your Board, that the acting consul at 
Ahwaz has roported that the Bakhtiari khans are disposed to consider the bill for 
repairs of 190%, viza, 18,476 krans, Mr, Ranking requosts that he may be authorised to 
accept payment of the original claim without interest, or, if the khans refuse, that he 
may be alowed (0 compromise for not lee than lf the total lain with’ interest 
added 

Sir G, Barclay states that your agent is telegraphing to London on the subject 
he addy that, the Bakhtiari road having recently prospered owing to the diversion of 
traffic from Bushive, the moment appears propitious for a settlement ; and he earnestly 
trusts that Mr, Ranking will be allowed some latitude in dealing, with the khans. 

Tam toad that Sir of opinion that no more favourable terms than 
thoso prope may he anteipated, and Tam to strongly urge thelr acceptance by your 

oar. 

































Tam, & 
Kr 





. CAMPBELL, 








(35596) No. 666, 








India Office to Foreign Office (Received September 2 








Sir, India Office, September 22, 1909, 
IN reply to your letters dated the 17th and 20th September, 1909, as to the desire 
of tho Russian Government to effect eortain urgent repairs on the Meshed-Nasratabad 
telegraph lino, Tam directed by Viseount Morley to enclose copy of a note by the 
director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department on the subject. 

Lord Morley coneurs generally in the instructions that Secretary Sir E. Grey 
proposes to issue to His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, but he would 
suggest that, as proposed by Mr, Kirk, consent to the proposal of the Russian Govern 
ment should’ be given subject to the condition that the new instrument to be installed 
at Birjand should be of the same pattern as the present one, which is reported to be 



































non-recording 























immediate rep: 




























Note ou re Direrior-in-Chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Depariment, 





September 20, 1909, 
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wr that, if it is proposed to substitute a tape-recording instrument in 


place of the defective instrument, the recording portion should be removed, which 
would be a simple matter. 


Lam, &e. 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inclosure in No. 666. 


‘THE Meshed-Nasratabad line is reported to be in such a bad state that if 


are not carried out there will be complete telegraphic interruption. 


Tt is to our advantage that these repairs should be carried out by the Russians, both 
‘on account of maintaining communication for the present and of obtaining a hotter lino 
‘when it is transferred to our control 

Phere seems to be no objection to installing a new instrument at Birjand, 
provided that it is of the same pattern as the present one that is reported to be 
Uefective. This instrument is of a non-recording pattem. If it is proposed to 
substitute a tape-recordi 
T think, be made to this arrangement, unless the recording portion of the instrument, 
is removed, which it is a simple matter to do. 


instrament in place of the defective one, objection should, 





H, A. KIRK. 





(35620) 







Sir, 





Viscount Morley 
‘Telegraph Do} 
the erection of a 












No, 667. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 24.) 


Iulia Office, September 28, 1909. 


reply to your letter dated the 15th September, 1909, I am directed by 


io inform you that the direotor-in-chief of the Indo-Huropean 
ment has issued instructions to the director at ‘Tehran’ to arrange for 
second wire on the Tehran-Shahrud telegraph line, 
Tam, &e. 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 











[85637] 





Sir 





(No. 739.) 
(Velegeaphic.) 














the privilege of 
M. Sabine. 








‘THIS morning the new Hussian 
I should like to take this opportunity of recording how highly I have appreciated 


No. 668. 
G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 24.) 


Pe Gulahek, September 24, 1909. 
jinister arrived in Tehran. 





being able to work during the recent crisis with such a colleague as 


His loyal co-operation and assistance have left me profoundly grateful. 








[35433] 






Sir, 






now at Shi 
you that 















(1665) 


” WITH reference to my 


No. 669. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty, 
Foreign Office, September 24, 1909. 


letter of the 22nd instant respecting the naval detachment 
am directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to inform 








cording to a telegrain from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, the acting 
sul at Shiraz has reported that though there is no immediate danger to foreigners 
there at present, the Governor has no force at his disposal, and it is therefore 


5H 
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impossible to guarantee that reinforcements will not very soon be required again. In 
the circumstances Sir G. Batclay has instructed the acting consul that the detachment 
should not for the present be withdrawn. 
Tam, &e. 
F. A. CAMPBELL, 





[85727] No. 670. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 163.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 27, 1909. 

I HAVE now received from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire his able 
statement of the evidence against the mirza of the German vice-consulate, which, I see 
from the print sections, reached you in Major Cox's despatch No. 3 of the 27th June. 

Tagree with Major Cox in thinking that it would serve no useful purpose to make 
further complaint in regard to the mirza’s intrigues with Seyyid Murteza, or to seek to 
obtain an explanation of the incompatibility of the alleged appeal of the German vice- 
consulate to Berlin for German war-ship with the attitude of the Germans in Bushire 
as observed by Major Cox at the tim therefore, unless instructed to the 
contrary, to say nothing now to my Gi on either subject. 

algo coneur with Major Cox in thinking that it would be well to follow. up the 
information he has already obtained tending to prove the connection of the mirza and 
Messrs, Wonekhaus’ agent with the i hhould facts come to light 
cstablishing fully that the mirza is connected with this traffic there should be no 
difficulty in seonring his dismissal 

Thiave writton to Major Cox in the above sense. 

Thave, &e. 
'G. BARCLAY. 





(36728) No. 671, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 


(Go: 105) 
ir, 


: Gulahek, August 31, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 42 of the 2nd March last enclosing two 
despatches from Captain Lorimer (Nos. 1 and 3) on the subject of the repairs of the 
Godar bridge on the Ahwaz-Ispahan road, [have the honour to forward herewith a 
copy of a further despatch which Ihave received from His Majesty's Consul at Ahwaz 
on the subject, 

Tn view of the serious state into which the bridge is evidently falling, and the 
expense and dislocation of traflic which would be entailed should communication on 
the road become thereby interrupted, I would suggest that steps should be taken aa 
soon as posible to deci tho question of the incidence ofthe responsibility for repairs. 

ave, &e, 
G. BAROLAY, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 671. 
Consul Ranking to Sir G, Barclay. 


¥ Camp, Ispakan, July 9, 1909, 

T HAVE the honour to address your Excellency on the subject of the Godar bridge, 
and to forward in that connection a comparative memorandum on its present state. 

2, Tn view of the expense and serious dislocation of traffic which would be 
entailed if anything serious happened to the bridge, I would beg to request that the 
fuestion of the incidence of responsibility for the repairs, as raised in your despatch 
fo. 42, dated the 2nd March last, be decided as soon as possible, so as to enable the 

responsible party or parties to take such ‘steps as will ensure the safety of the bridge. 

Thaye, &e. 
?, RANKING, 
Lieutenant, Indian Army. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No, 671. 


Memorandum on the state of Godar Bridge, June 1909. 


TT is intended in this Memorandum to draw-a comparison between the state of 
the bridge in and its present state; with this end in view T first quote some 
of Captain Lorimer’s remarks made at that time, from which also I have been able to 
ascertain roughly the position and extent of cracks in the masonry which existed at 
that time. (These being shown in the elevation drawings in red.) 


East Pier, 


Crack No. 1—* ‘This point is now more opened than before. It is now q-inch at 
under part of arch and d-inch at top. . Extends under the arch to the other side. . . . .” 

Crack No. 2.—* ‘Phe stone here also showed signs of parting...” 

Crack No. 3.—“ Crack extends from top of pier to the other side, 

At the top of the pier the crack appears to have been then about qs in, wide, it is 
now about $i 

Crack No. 4.—*. . . . open from qyeinch at top to }-inch at top of arch... « 
extends through the thickness of the pier.’ 

It is impossible to say if the cracks have widened appreciably, as neither in the 
present case nor, I understand, in the former instance, was it possible to take any 
Actual measurements, and, not haying seen the bridge before, Tam unable to make any 
visual comparison, with the exception noted above, where the crack appears to have 
widened considerably. 


West Pier. 


Such notes as I have of Captain Lorimer's have no reference to the west pier. 

2 With regard to the cracks (shown on the elevation drawing in, blue) which 
appear to have developed since the above notes were written by Captain Lorimer, I 
deg to offer the following explanatory remarks :— 


East Pier, 


1, Crack at A—About 7 inch broad, Splits stones in first and fourth rows, and 
follows the line of the mortar in the second and third rows. Position, about 18 inches 
from inner angle of pier. 

2. Crack at B—About 7 inch broad. Follows line of mortar—otherwise as at A. 

Vand 2 do not show on west face of east pier. 

3, Crack at O.—About {-inch broad, extends along almost whole length of top of 
pier, between first and second rows of stones. 

4, Crack at D.—About +inch broad, has joined up with old crack. 

5. Crack at E.—About 4-inch broad, in same line as 3. About 4 inches to 6 inches 
long. 


West Pier, 


1. Crack at A—About +5 inch broad. Position as shown in Elevation TIT. Passes 
under arch, and is visible to a like degree on the opposite side. 

2. Crack at B.—About yy inch broad. Extends right across the top of the arch 
from edge to edge. Position, as shown in Elevation II. 

3. Crack at C—About 74s inch broad. Extends from top of arch, as shown in 
Elevation TH, to a point roughly vertically above the keystone. 


With regard to the roadway, one or tivo points came under notice, which, however, 
it is impossible, without technical and structural knowledge of the bridge, to determine 
as coming into the category of faults or not. 


* Sketch maps not reproduced. 
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Roadway. 


1, The ends of the balustrade on both sides of the roadway appear to have 
shrunk away about 2 inches from the stone basements of the east pier. i 

‘Phe bridge may, of course, haye been built so, and this can only be ascertained 
from those who are in possession of structural facts regarding the bridge. 

2, ‘Facing the west pier. The Ist and 2nd sections (counting from the west face 
of the east pier) of the balustrade on the south side of the roadway. 

Trons are bent, as shown in drawing below Elevation IL i 

Whether this is buckling, caused by strain, or merely a structural peculiarity 
must be determined by the builders; though the latter seems the more likely 
explanation, for had it been the former, other irons would have been similarly 
affected, a 

3, Two fron rails of roadway are exposed for the distance of about one yard, 
eommencing from a point about two yards from the west’ face of the east pier ; this 
however can be easily remedied by putting a little earth over them. 

‘4. Another point was noticed : On putting the eye on the level of the top of the 
halustrade at a point where it approaches the west face of the east pier, and looking. 
along the top of the rails across the bridge towards the west pier, the bridge on the 
north side appears to be slightly bent for a short distance northwards out of the 
straight, from a point commencing from the third rivet-plate on the top of the 
balustrade; and on the south side appears to be slightly bent in a like manner south- 
‘wards from a point commencing from tho sixth rivet-plate, 

‘von that tho roadway of the bridge was originally straight, it would appear that 
the bridge is serewing from some canse or other. f 

‘Taking the above facts into consideration, it appears that the bridge has developed 
now cracks, and that, at least in one case, the old cracks have widened since the 
bridge was visited by’ His Britannic Majesty's representative at Ahwaz, and such 
being the case it would seem advisable that, when possible, steps be taken to remedy 
oth these present defects and structural defects, if any, which may have caused this 
state of affairs. 

T, RANKING, Lieutenant, Indian Army, 
Hie Britannic Majesty's Consul at Awa. 





(85729) . O72. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 166.) 
Sir, Gulohek, August 31, 1909. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 157 of the 13th instant, I have the honour to 

transnit herewith copy of an interesting memorandum, which has been drawn up by 
Mr, Churchill, Oriental Secretary to His Majesty's Legation, giving particulars 

warding the various Bakhtiari Khans who have taken part in recent events here 
cither for ov against the nationalists and also regarding the Sipahdar who figured 
prominently as the chief of the revolutionaries from Resbt, when they marched on the 
capital Inst month, 

Thave, &e. 


iH G. BARCLAY. 


P,S,—I also enclose some photographs illnstrative of recent events in he 


Tnclosure in No, 672. 
Memorandum by Mr. Churchill 


vi of recent events and of the prominent part taken in them by the 
i Khans, it may be useful to give a short account of the genealogy and 
chatacters of the principal Khans. 


* Not printed. 
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‘The following is the genealogical tree of the ruling famil; 


Hessem Ken Kiax. Hay DuoKour Kuax, 


| | 

(Sons.) (cea) 
1, Isfendiar Khan (dead). 1, Lutf Ali Khan (Amir Mufakham). 
2 Nejef Kuli Khan (Samsam-e:-Soltanch). 2 Mobamed Hussein Kilian (Sirpahdar), dead. 
8, Amir Kali Khan (dead). 3. Malmud Khan (dead), 
4. Haji Ali Kuli Khan (Serdar Assad). 4, Gholam Hussein Khan (Serdar Mobitashem) 
5, Haji Khosrou Khan (Serdar Zafar). 5, Haji Abbas Kuli Khan. 
6. Toussuf Khan (Salar Hashmat). 6, Nassr Khan (Serdar Jang), 
7, Sultan Mohamed Khan (Serdat Ashraf). 
& Ali Akber Khan (Sabam-es-Sultanoh). 
9, Mohamed Reza Khau (Muiu-i-Hlomayun), 


Tsfendiar Khan beeame Ukhani or supreme chief on the death of his uncle Haji 
Imam Kuli Khan in 1899 and maintained union among the tribesmen until his death in 
1902, He was succeeded by his cousin Mohamed Hussein Khan, Sipahdar, while Nejof 
Kuli Khan, Samsam-es-Sultaneh, was appointed Ibeggi or view-chie 

Haji Ali Kuli Khun, Sardar Assad, who had travelled to Europe and spoke « little 
French had the reputation of being the discordant element in the tribe and of having 
caused the trouble which arose among the chiefs after the death, of Isfendiar Khin, 
He assumed an attitude of superiority to his cousins nnd even to his elder brother, who 
he deolared had inferior rights to his own owing to tho fact that his own mother Was a 
lady of higher birth than his elder brother's. ‘This element of discord was made tse of 
by the Central Government at Tehran to weaken the authority of the Dkhani. ‘The 
Persian Government often used this form of intriguo to prevent semi-independent tribes 
from falling away from their suzerainty 

‘The xtatus quo was, however, not seriously disturbed until the death in February 
1905 of Mohamed Hussein Khan, Sipahdar, when Haji Ali Kuli Khan’s elder brother 
Nejef Kuli Khan, Samsam-es-Sultaueh, was appointed Tkhani and Gholam Hussein 
Khan, Sardar Mohtashem, became lbeggi, Haji Ali: Kuli Khan's ves. at ‘Tehran 
finally resulted in his own appointment as Thani at the end of 1905, but. his suocess 
was only temporary. Early in 1906 the principal members of the two fumilies 
assembled at Tehran and consulted His Majesty's cliargé d'affaires who gave them good 
advice with the result that Haji Ali Kuli Khan consented to relinquish ull claim to the 
chieftaincy during his elder brother's lifetime. Samsam-esSultanch was then confirmed 
by the Shah as supreme chief and Sardar Mohtashem as Hbeggi. 

In April 1907 owing to further intrigues the families were again divided and 
Sardar Mohtashem was promoted to the chieftainoy while Sardar Jang. became Tbeggi. 
Ebia change Scourral oving to the talstnce acquired ab Caaitlly Aine Mable PEO 
had come to Tehran at the end of 1906 with Mohamed Ali Shah from Tabreez where he 
had heen in attendance on His Majesty for some years, 

In August 1907, however, the former arrangement was reverted to and held. good 
until the end of 1908, when Mohamed Ali Shih called on the tribe to supply men for 
the operations he bad undertaken against Tabreez. 

Amir Mufakhatn, who remained loyal to Mohamed Ali throughout, could only 
obtain the active adhesion to the royalist cause of his younger brother, Sardar Jang, 
ne the chief, and Sardar Mohtashem, his deputy, refused to yo 
to Tehran, 

Sardar Assad left for Europe, and Sardar Zafar obeyed the summons, but succeeded 
in keeping out of active service. 

Shortly after the successful coup d'Btat of June 1908, Mohamed Ali dismissed 
Samsam-es-Sultanch from the chieftainey of the tribe as a sign of his deep displeasure, 
‘This was followed in January 1909 by the capture of Ispahan by that chief, who, , 
however, had not sufficient courage to follow up his action by the threatened move on 
Tehran. Tt remained for Sardar Assad to return from Europe, and to put this plan 
into execution. 

Tt will be seen that the ruling families are by no means united. The split 
between Amir Mufakham (in association with his brother, Sardar Jang, who threw 
in his lot with Mohamed Ali) and the rest of the Khans, will be difficult to mend. 

Surdar Assad is not liked by the rest of the Khans, including his own brothers, 
though he is looked up to by the tribesmen on acgount of his European experience, and 
no doubt his recent achievement. will raise him in the estimation of the tribe as 
paramount chief, but it remains to be seen whether he'will be able to assume the title 
ofticially. 

[1669] 
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Sardar Assad is not generally credited with possessing any considerable qualities. 
He’ js vain, indolent, and self-opinionated. He has not the courage to state, his 
opinions and intentions in the face of opposition. It is true that he advanced on 
‘hha and joined the Sipahdar’s force, in the face of urgent joint Anglo-Russian 
representations, which warned him of the danger of his action leading to foreign 
invervention, But. it. must be remembered that, during the several months he 
remained inactive at [spahan, he was taunted by the European press and elsewhere, 
‘and twitted for his want of courage, patriotism, and initiative. He had no doubt been 
considerably influenced while in Europe by the Persian refugees there, and also by 
Buropean sympathizers. Hie omour-propre and vanity could stand the strain no 
Tonger, and he finally decided to move, und, having once started, it was practically 
impousble, save by the complete loss ofall that is dear to such a wan, to retire, 
With'the poor forces at the disposal of Mohamed Ali, and the want of discipline, 
courage, money, or commanders, it. was a foregone conclusion that once the so-called 
nationalist forees joined, and threatened the capital, nothing remained for Mohamed 
‘A to do but to tke refuge wé the Russian Legation, and thereby to abdicate, 
Sipahdar--Azam, Vali Khan, formerly. known as Nast-es-Sultaneh, under which 
title lie will be found in the Biographical Notices of 1905, was born about 1846. He 
has held a number of important provincial governorships, that of Ghilan, 
where he govorned comparatively well from 1899 to 1903, He had previously been 
Mint Master and Minister of the Treasury, In 1905 he was appointed Minister of 
‘Tolegeaphs, which Snidar Mansur administered for him during his absence from 1907 
to 1908, 
Th August 1908 he was sent by Mohamed Ali Shah to command the troops, ordered 
to besiege Tabree s relusel to co-operate with Ained-Dovleb, and withdrew, 
i the command entirely to the latter, He next appeared mysteriously at Resht 
uuary. 1909, a fev days after the murder of the governor by x band of revolution 
qncluding some Caneasians and a fow of his own followers, He was chosen, by the 
people ns governor, aud from that date until the eapture of Tehran on the 16th July he 
Tigutred as ehiet of the revolutionaries, who held the Resht-Kazvin road throughout the 
iz of 1909 and captured Kazyin in April on Mohamed Ali's birthday. 
Sipahdar is no nationalist, and during 1906 he openly expressed his contempt for 
"movement which had then begun to manifest itself, and he took a prominent 
part in suppressing the outbreaks of July by shooting down the people. f 
Fe, howover, detested Mohamed Alt personally for the want of confidence displayed 
towards him, as, in fiet, was the ex-Shah's cusiom in his dealings with all his subjects. 
He is man of quite exceptional qualities and means for a Persian, He is out 
spoken und sometimes quite embarrassingly frank. But he of course has ehanicteristic 
Persian duplicity, and throughout his stay at Kazvin he was secretly in treaty with 
ed Ali, through the Enssian Legation, with a view to the possibility of being 
1 his following and to throw himsel? at Mobamed Ali’s merey under 
Russian pro 
ven when he had come as far as Kere), within 30 miles of the capital, when it was 
still uncertain how events would turn, Europeans who. saw him declare that he was a 
reluctant fgure-head, and that the Caucasian element forced him on, 
He owns considerable estates in Ghilan, Mazanderan, in the Kazvin district, and 
elsewhere, 
G P, CHURCHILL, 
August 24, 1909, 





(35731) No. 673, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 168.) 
i Gulahek, September 9, 1909. 


ir, 
DURING the past four weeks the principal seats of disturbance have been the 
erm district, whero a lenge bend of Arab robbers has been ravaging the country 
altanal 


‘and the neighbourhood of bad, where the depredations of the Lurs, noticed in 
previous monthly. summaries, still continue, In the north there have been affrays 

etween the, Russian consular escort at Urumia and some Kurds at a village near (see my 
telegrim No, 707), and between some of the Russinn troops at Tabreez and a band of 
tet Morand, But except fr the above there have been uo serious disturbances, 
While lawlessness is rife on most of the southern roads, especially on the Bushire— 


309. 


Tspaban road as far north as Abadeh and on the Kerman-Yezd route, no disturbances 
are reported fom the principal towns in the provinces, aud in the capital perfect order 
prevai 

‘Government is still entirely in, the hands of the committee, now generally known 
as the “‘directoire””; the composition of this body has been slightly modified by the 
admission of some of the Cabinet members, notably Sardar Assad, Minister of the 
Interior, and Sipabdar, Minister of War—a change made in the interest of harmony 
between the body which really goverus and the ministers who exist merely to carry out 
ite orders and maintain the semblance of a Cabinet, Sardar Assad and Sipshdar, the 
latter especially, had on several occasions acted independently of the committee, and it, 
was thought that their inclusion in that body would bring them into line, I believe it 
Jas hot Kad the desired effect with Sipahdar, who, according to all ccounts, is still 
refractory, He seems even to be scheming against the directoire, though he is a 
member of it, for I am confidentially informed by my Russian colleague that he recently 
bezged him to prevent any money from being ailvatieed to it. The directoire, however, 
made light of his opposition, and, as far as I can ascertain, there is no foundation tor the 
impression which my Russian colleague seems to have given to his Government, that 
there is divergence between it and the Cabinet as a body, 

Tnotice in one of the numbers of the “‘Simes” which has just reached me that, 
acconling to its St. Petersburgh correspondent pessimistic view is taken in Russian official 
circles of the situation, and itis asserted that anarchy is increasing in several provinees, 
that the roads are infested by robbers, and that commerce is said to be losing heavily, 
T gather from this telegram that an impression prevails in St. Petersburgh that 
in Persia are worse after a month of the new Government than they were under 
late régime. Ido not think that this impression is warranted by facts, Tt is nothing 
new that the roads are infested with robbers, ‘The same might’ have been asserted at 

ig my year’s experience of Persia, The allegation that commerce is losing, 
that was made with equal truth under the Inte régime; and as regards 
Russian commerce, it is of very questionable accuracy. M, Mornard informs mo that 

northern customs receipts are increasing rather’ thai Nor i it true, T 

\c, that anarchy is on the increase, ‘There are disorders in certain districts, but this 
also is no new thing, and uncil the country receives substantial pecuniary assistance it 
would be folly to expect in this respect any great improvement, no matter what: Gover= 
ment rules in Tehran, At the present moment the Guvernment: is living from 
hand to mouth on what it can collect by means of forced contributions from raio- 
tionaries, supplemented by meagre doles from the heavily pledged customs, ‘They 
derive nothing fiom what is usually the main soures of revenue, the “ maliat,” 
which I understand they do. not feel strong enough to collect till the Medjliss 
meets. ‘They are thinking of pawning some of the Crown jewels; but. these expe 
dionts afford no mesns for a systematic attempt to pacify the disturbed distriots, and 

y enable them to carry on, Whether they will suffice to keep them going till. the 

of the Medjliss, which will commence its sittings as soon as a quorum of 
deputies is present at. Tehran—probably in the middle of next month—remains to be 
seen. What is certain is that they will not apply to the two Governments, for an 
advance, which they know must mean at least supervision of expenditure, until. their 
need is extreme, and then the sooner a substantial sum is advanced the better, 
Refisal might well involve application to a third Power or a collapse of the new rai 
neither contingency would be at all to our liking, 

T notice with regret that His Majesty’s chargé d’aflaires at St. Petersburgh thinks 
that the Russian Government will be indisposed not only to mike  sinall advance, but 
also, and even more so, to facilitate an eventoal loan. It is unfortunate that at) a 
moment when, if ever, Persia stands in need of the good-will of the two great neigh. 
pouring Powers, those who conduct affairs should have given umbrage to Russia, ‘They 
have chosen to forget that the recent revolution was curried through by the sufferance 
of Russia, and they regard it as entitling them to freedom from Russian influence, of 
the exereise of which they have had such unhappy experience in the past. ‘They. 
intensely resent the continued presence of the Russian troops at Kazvin, rehon thee fe 
no sign of disorder in Tehran or on the Resht road. ‘This resentment: doubtless counts 
for a good deal in the injudicious attitude of the past few weeks, by which they have 
incurred Russia's illewill, ‘The appointment of Mukhber-es-Sultaneh a3 _governor- 
general of Azeriajn, the dismissal of M. Smirnov, in whom they saw a prospective 
Shapehal, their efforts to deprive the scoundrels in the ex-Shah’s suite of the ordinary 
Pitcge of tat al the annoyance they have displayed at the manner in whic 
‘ussian protection is now shown to have been granted in the past, all of these mani- 
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festations of the revolt against Russian influence are in themselves perfectly natural and 
intelligible, but coming at the time they did, when Russia was naturally sensitive at the 
change in the balance of the two Powers’ iufluence, inseparable from the advent of a 
constitutional Government in ‘Tehran, they constitute a foolish blunder. It is to be 
hoped that. the consequence will not be an uncompromising attitude in St. Petersburgh 
in the question of financial assistance. Under the influence of the anti-Russisn attitude 
‘of the committee, on the one hand, and of the eriticisms to whieh he has been subjected 
for his self-restraint during the recent crisis on the other, my Russian colleague has lately 
adopted anything but a conciliatory and sympathetic attitude towards the new Govern- 
ment, but Lam happy to say that he is prepared, if the Persian Government applies for 
money to the two Powers, fo recommend an advance under proper control. 1 trust that 
M. Poklewski, who is due to arrive here next week, will not only take the same line i 
the question of financial assistaice when the time comes, but will also adopt a conciliatory 
attitude in other matters. A show of good-will as regards fitancial and other matters, 
such as the withdrawal of the Russian. troops from Kazvin after Mohammad Ali 
left Tehran and a snore considerate attitude as regards the granting of Russian protee- 
tion to Persian subjects, would do more to stem the revolt aginst Russian influence 
than any attempt to impose that influence shore of upsedting the present Government. 
wave, ke, 
G. BARCLAY. 






































(357382) No. 674, 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received! September 27.) 


(No, 169, Confidential.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 9, 1909, 

WITH refirence to my telegram No. 157 of the 17th March, [have the honour to 
forward herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire, 
transmitting correspondence regarding the question of the Perso-Turkish boundary- 
so far as it concerns Mohammeral territory. 

In the interesting despatch from Mr, Wilson which forms part of this cor 
spondence, that, gentleman points out that, the boundary laid down by the Mediating 
Commission differs considerably to the disadvantage of the Sheikh of Mobammerab, from 
the frontier locally recognized by the Bussorah and Mohammerah authorities 

"Po raise the question of this portion of the Perso-Turkish frontier at this moment 
would be to do so unnecessarily, but I presume that when it is raised His Majesty's 
Government would be prepared, in view of Mr, Wilson's information, to reconsider the 
ruling recorded in your despatch No, 75 to the late Sir Nicholas O'Conor of the 25th 
Rebriaty, 1908, which was mide, 1 take it witha, view to be used if necesary forthe 


prevention of possible Turkish encroachments, and was, I believe, never brought to the 







































notice of the Porte. 


Thave, &e. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 674. 


Major Cox to sir G. Barclay, 





160. Confidential.) 


Bushire, July 4, 1909. 

49, dated the 17th March, 1909, 
addressed to His Majesty's Secretary of State and repeated to India and to me, and 
beg to forward, for your information in that connection, copies of the correspondence 
cited in the appended list dealing with the vexed question of the Perso-Turkish 





* T HAVE the honour to refer to your telegram Ni 


ie 80 far as it affects Mohammerah territor 
enable me to supplement the information now furnished 
my memorandim, and I therefore confine myself to an 
expression of the view, with which T feel sure you will be in agreement, that itis of much 
importance that all available documentary evidence bearing on the boundary question 
should be uthoritatively examined and Hix Majesty's legarion and local officers apprised, 
8 precisely as may prove feasible, of the course which His Majesty’s Government find 





‘The Bushire records do not 
‘exeopt to the extent indieated 
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themselves prepared to recoghise provisionally as the correct boundary betwoen 
Mohammerah territory and ‘Turkey. 

T am forwarding copies of the papers simultaneously to the Goverament of India, 
who will doubtless be pleased to examine their records for any maps or documents 
Bearing on the question. 

Thave, &e. 
P, Z, COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, Sc. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 674. 
Lieutenant Wilson to Major Coz. 


ir, Mohammerah, May 26, 1909, 
T HAYE the honour to eddress you on the subject of the Arabistan portion of the 
Perso-Turkish boundary-line. 

T will commence by a brief recapitulation of its history. 

2, By article 9 of the Treaty of Erzeroum provision was made for the appointment 
of a commission to define the PersoTurkish boundary (vide Aitchison's ‘* Treaties,” 
vol. ix, Appendix 17). : 

This commission, as appears from p. 218 of Hertslot's “Persian Treaties,” 1801, 
held meetings in Bagdad and Mohammerah in 1849-50-51. In 1851 Lord Palmerston 
stated that it was clear that no settlement could be come to except by an arbitrary 
decision on the part of Great: Britain and Russia, and he therefore proposed that, the 

eral line of frontier should be traced by the agents of the Mustulman Powers at 
mistantinople, assisted by the commissioners, leaving doubtful localities to bo settled 
in detail in future, 

3, The Russian Government agreed to this proposal, and the work of surveying 
the whole frontier was then commenced, In September 1869 a copy of the map thus 
prepared was offically communicated to the Turkish and! Pein Governments, but. no 
hoandary was marked on it, the Porte having been informed that, in the opinion of the 
mediating Powers, the future line of boundary was to be found within the limits 
traced on the map (a strip of country 20 to 40 miles wide), and that, the two 
Mahommedan Governments should themselves mark out the line, ‘The boundary” has 
remained unsottled to t nit day. 

4, In August 1869 a protocol was concluded between Turkey and Persia for the 
maintenance of the status quo on the frontier, Tt was renewed in 1873 and is still in 
force (vide Aitchison, Appendix 18). 

Tn Mareb in discussing the sheikh of Mohammerah’s anxieties regarding 
‘Turkish agyression, Sir George Barclay suggested to His Majesty’s Government "that 
kh might be informed of the substance of Sir B. Grey's despatch No, 75 of the 
25th February, 1908, to Sir N. O'Conor, in. which the latter was informed that. in the 
rah + His Majesty's Government were not prepared to recognize any. 

an that Iaid down by the Mediating Commission in 1860." 
6. It is on the subject of this boundary, and the results that would accrue from 

our upholding it now, that I venture to address you, 

Phere is nothing in the pages of Aitchison or Hertslet to show that the Mediating 
‘Commission ever “laid down” & boundary. The declaration of 1865 (vide parageaph 3 
il the frontier map presented in 1869 did not show a 






















































jpection of the map, which was published at the Ordnance 
Office, Southampton, in 1870 (sale 4 miles = 1) 

7, Further, as far as my incomplete information goes, it seems not unreasonable to 
suppose that. the recommendations of the commission in’ 1891 were cancelled by the 
declaration referred to above. Th any case I can discover nothing to show that the 
recommendation was ever accepted by the Persian or Turkish Governments,® or that 
the line recommended was ever markéd out on the ground. 

8. et in the first edition of the Survey of India Map of Persia 
























ment (#e0 No, 8800, Confidential, of 1900).—A. P. 


+e was accepts the Penian 
i ater Ara to Tlawize i hat recuntnended Dy tho Perv> 


The Perso ey fromm the 
‘Turkish Boundary Commission in 1851, 
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(16 miles = 1”) makes it plain that the boundary referred to by Sir E. Grey is that 
now marked on most maps, and shown in the above map® as running from Failiya to 
Hawizeh (see enclosure (A}). ‘The third edition of the same map shows the boundary 
munning from Mohammerah town to a point south of Hawizeh, but this is probably a 
Araughisman’s error. 
‘). I submit that this boundary is not in accordance with the frontier locally + 
reeogitised by the Bussorah and Moliammerab authorities, and that any attempt on our 
wart to assert its validity or to cate its reeoznition, would cause grave injustice to the 
heikh of Mohammerah, and would in fact involve a wholly impracticable alteration of 








































claimed by the shoikh north of Mol 
west of Hawizoh is concerned, our la 
its of Hla 
























the west of the town, 





ly e now in use, Sheikh 
Kluzal hopes, by restoring the dam at’ Kut Nahr Hash them into use again. 
Beyond the aréa irrigable by the canal system shown on the map extend marshes 
inhabited by Beni ‘Turuf Arabs, Inwless tribes, to punish whom the Sheikh of 
Mohnmmeras collet age ores and expen Tange wun in nlite preparations 
it year, 

12, But whatever the true line of demarcation be, I venture to think that: the 
boundary referred to in Sir E. Grey's despateh 1 bisects the territory of the Wali 
of Havwizeh, placing some of its inhabitants (including the turbulentsBeni Turuf) under 
‘Turkish rule, whilst leaving in Persian territory the head-waters of the canal system on 
which they depend is one which it would be impossible for us to urge upon the sheikh 
of upon the Persian Goverament, Its adoption would prevent the steady consolidation 
of the Sheikh of Moliammeral ty west of the Karun, as it would place out of 
his power the tribes whose incursions into Persian territory arv a constant menace to the 
peace of the district, but who are now under the control of the sheikh. Tt would 
dyprive the sheikh of thousands of aeres of valuable date groves and irrigated lands, and 
entirely upset the status quo. 

14, T therefore submit that, we should altogether disregard the “recommendations” 
of the Mediating Commission of 1851 as far is they aflect the Mobammerah-Hawizeh 
frontior au simpy take our stand on the authoritative, Anglo-Russin deslration of 
May 1865 that the future Tine of boundary isto be found within the mite of the tap 
‘which was presented in 1869. 

_ This policy will perpetuate the status quo, as is presumably desired by His 
Majesty's Government, ant will ut prejudice the eonsieration of the question at any 
future time, 















































































































T have, &e, 
A. 'T. WILSON, Lieutenant, 1.4. 













+ Not printed 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 674. 


Major Coz to Consul MeDouall. 
Sir, Bushire, June 8, 1909, 

I HAVE the honour to request that you will be good enough to let me have 
‘any observations you may wish to make in comment of Lieutenant Wilson’s letter, 
dated the 26th May, 1909, on the subject of the boundary between Mchammerah 
territory and Turkey. 

Thave, &e, 
P, Z, COX, Major, 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 674. 


Consul MeDouall to Major Cox, 
{No. 65. Confidential.) 
Sir, Mohammerah, June 12, 1900, 

IN compliance with your despatch No. 1966, dated the 8th June, regarding 
Licutenant, Wilson's letter on the subject of the Perso-Turkish border near Mobaae 
inerah, [have the honour to inform you that, entiey agree with tho statements made 
by him. ‘The boundaty he shows near Daiaji is that which for some years has to my 
Knowledge bgen acknowledged as the border by the two local Governments. —T enclose 
‘a translation tom the French of Cufnet’s Turquie d’Asie,” which confirms this, in 80 
far that the Persian border is on the limits of the Daiaji district, As a fuot, thero are 
one of two districts between Daiaji and the creck Nahr Yousif: ‘The names also below 
that are incomplete, and not arranged in proper order. Mirza Hamza tells mo that 
about thirty years ago a dispute occurred as to the ownership of the limestone, which is 
found from to Mendowan, and is used to mnke " gueh,” and that, Uhe. prevent 
order was then fixed by representatives of the Bussoral and Mohammerah authorities, 
giving the limestone to Mohammerab. 

Tn 1892 and 1899 the Turks claimed the right to collect duty on woods from, on 
for, Mohammerah, saying that they did not recognise Mohiammerah as foreign territory, 
‘or that only the town and not. the district of Mohammerah were acknowledged as 
Persian by the Treaty of Erzeroum. ‘This appears not to bave been pressed, and 
{gradually dropped for the claim has not been made since 1894, 

in 1899 the Bussorah authorities were making an embankment: on the Dainji 
order, and were extending it across the border. On a personal protest by the shih 
of Molammerh’s deputy they withdrew, and since then there huve been no disputes as 
to this border. The Islands of Aghawat and Barin were formerly said to be under 
dispute; but the Turkish flag has oceasionally in recent years been flown there without 
dispute. The sheikh. or his family own land in Daidji, and his father, before he 
became independent of the Chaab Sheikh, used to reside there at times. 

Tn short, to my knowledge, during the last ten years, there has been no attempt 
to aigpute the border as shoren by Lieutenant Wilson at Dail, and both Tova Gover 
ments exereise full authority on their respective sides of that border, 

Thaye, &. 
W. McDOUALL. 
































Inclosure 5 in No. 674. 





Extract from the French of Cufnet's “ Turquie d’ Asie,” Buxsorah, p, 282, “ Vilayet of 
Bussorah,” 
(Translation.) : : F 
"THE Moukata, in which are specially and almost exclusively cultivated the date, 
fare on both banks of the river from Korna on the right bank arid from Meura on the 
eft, as follows :— 


Side of Kerdellan (left bank Shatt-el-Arab)— 
Mezra, 
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El Dehedji (ie, Daiji) (at the limits of this Moukata commence the Persian 
possessions as follows) :— 
Nahr Yousef. 
‘Abou Djedie. 
EI Tahsin, 
El Filich. 
El Dourband. 
eran, 
Kout Cheikh Djaher. 
El Djart. 
Bl Berem, 
EL Horthe, i 
(ce, Manjuhi). F = 
Houle te? Gusta), "ieaated ‘opposite Fao, residence of the mudir of 
‘the Nahie of the same name. 


he ifications of Fao were commenced the Ottoman engineers wished 
ee coun crimes oe tanita ‘both banks of the Shatt-el-Arab; but 
thay wore surprised to learn that the teritory situated on the left bank: belonged to 
Persia, The fortifications of Fao, which gave place in 1890 to a politcal incident, 
prompily and happily settled, are to-day neatly finished. In connection with the 
dime incident the question relative to the territory from Nahr Yousef to Kosseibe has 
boon sottled by commission ad hoe, which has definitely attributed this territory to 
Persia, : 


Tnclosure 6 in No, 674. 
Lieutenant Wilson to Major Cor, 


Sir, Mohammerah, June 12, 1909. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 20th May, 1909, I have the honour to state 
that the Survey of India have since informed me’ that the boundaries on all may 
issued. by them are insorted by the Foreign Department, and that the Survey of India 
save no responsibility in the matter. F 
sae to eaboas oneeopy ot a trasing.* abut, to me by the Survey of India, of « map 
bouring on the ‘Tureo-Cerdian boundary claims, was unfortunately. vouchsafed no 
information as to the authorshipf of souree of the original ; its value lies in the fact, that 
it corroborates the opinion previously expressed, that the Modiating Commissioners’ line 


ireot from Faillyal wizeh, 
ran direct from Ruiliyah to Hawize Thave, &e. 
A. 'T, WILSON, 


Inclosure 7 in No. 674. 


Memorandum by Major Cox. 


local authorities on bo! 
statements is to be explained thus a 

f the boundary-line is taken from the embouchure of the Karun River, it follows 
Ueeanieorsias r channel of the Shatt-cl-Arab, passing between the Islands 
Uman-ul-Rassis, Umm: if, and the Persian mainland until it reaches @ point 


inwol , 
} ‘the Ruthors of this nap were tho Mediting Commissioners who defined the frontier ax shown ia 
HUA 
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opposite the mouth of the Khayin Greek; it then leaves the Shattl-Arab, ond for 
about 5 miles follows a small creck running parallel to the left bank of that river 
between the Persian mainland and Agawat and Barin Islands until the village of 
Daiaji is reached. From that point the boundary-line turns almost due north, passing 
between Daiaji and Saiyid Gharib (vide map marked “B”), 

His Majesty’s consul, in his letter dated the 29th December, 1904, was writing on 
the subject of Turkish and Persian jurisdiction on the Shatt-el-Arab, and therefore 
quoted the Kayin Creek as the boundary, since west of that creek the frontier-line 
eaves the Shatt-el-Arab. In his despatch dated the 12th June, 1909, however, 
the question was not as to the point at which the frontier-line left the Shatt-l-Arab, 
but as to the western land frontier of Persia, and he agrees with Lieutenant Wilson 
that the southern and western frontier-lines should meet at, or in close proximity 
to, Di 

P, %. COX, Major, 
Tuly 4, 1909, Political Resident in the Persian Gulf 





(85733) No. 675. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27,) 
Wo. 170) 
ir, Gulahek, September 9, 190). 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which T have 

reocived from His Majesty's acting consul at Tabreez, reporting the arrival of the 
overnor-general of Azerbaijan at that place, and the subsequent relations between his 
Excellency and the Russian military authorities, 

The difficulties of Mukhber-é-Saltaneh’s position upon his arrival at his post 
without troops or adequate funds cannot be too greatly emphasised, but his, Excellenoy 
appears from the first to have fully realised the necessity of conciliating the Russian 

itary authorities, and though his attitude in regard to Sattar Khan and Bagher 
Khan was at the beginning injudicious, his ready ucceptance of Mr. Smart's advice 
‘argues a just appreciation on his part of the urgency of in no way giving ground to the 
Russians for interference, 
of the Russian authorities is at this juncture to be regretted, and 
must, as Mr, Sinart points out, encourage such reactionary leaders as Rahim Kian, 
but, on the other hand, a complete withdrawal of the Russian forees ab the present 
moment would inevitably call forth vigorous protests from the foreign community of 
Tabreez. 

Since the withdrawal of Turkish troops from Urnmia, and while the town remaine 
Without: a governor, the unrest of the Kurds must give rise to disorders, ani the 
possibility of a reoccupation of the district by Turkey remains a standing menace, I 
shall endeavour to hasten the appointment ofa strong governor to Urumia, and it is 
to be hoped that the dispatch of troops as escort to the governor-gencral—these 
loft Tehran on the 4th instant, as reported in my telegram No, 717 of the 6th instant-— 
will enable his Excellency. to deal effectively with the situation and materially 
strengthen the position which his moral influence has already gained for him among, 
the population of Tabreez. 

Thave, &o, 
G. BAROLAY, 


Inclosure in No, 675. 
Acting Consul Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 


Tabrees, August 29, 1909, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 181, I have the honour to report that the 

soveruor-general made is entry into Tabroes ou the 20th instant without any state 
On the 25th instant the Mukhber-es-Saltaneh returned my visit, and spoke to me 

very frankly on the general situation and the policy he proposed to piraue. He was 

quite sure that he could maintain order without the Russian troops, whose presence 

was rather a hindrance than a help to the pacification, As long as the Russians 

at Tabreez and the lute Shah at Zerguendeh, the reactionaries, especially Rahim 


(1665) aa 
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No. 676. 
Sir G, Horelay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 27.) 


Gulahek, September 9, 1909. 
IN my despatch No. 156 of the 12th August [ firwarded copy of a protocol 
signed by Mr. Churchill and M. Baranowsky, the dragomans of the two legations, and 
the delegates of the Persian Government, recording the arrangements which had been 
made for the surrender of the Crown jewels by the ex-Shah, and the grant of a pension 
to him of 75,000 toma annum, and fixing the 17th August as the date of his 
departure. Tt had been intended that this protocol should be ratitied by the repre- 
sentatives of the two Powers and the members of the Persian Cabinet ; but, as you are 
aware, hefure the date fixed for Mohammad Ali's departure, certain questiois were 


i away on the date origi "wo of these 
questions involved long discussions with the Persian Government and a telegraphic 
correspondence with St. Petersburgh, which, as regards one of the questions, was 
unnecessarily protracted, owing to the Russian Governnient having allowed M. Chapchal 
and others of his kidney to have « say in the mitt 
You will notice thiat these questions—that of the ex-Shah! 
Bank and that of the departwe with Mohannnad Ali of th 
Russian Legation—are, in so far ns the protocol settles them, arranged as desired by the 
Russian Government. 
n Government takes aver the ex-Shal’s debt and ra pension to 
a receiving in return the surrender of His Majesty's private 
ament for the tmanster of the debt ate in process of 
hogotiation between the Russian Bank, the Russian Legution, and the Persian 
Governniont, The seeurity is to be the northern eustoms receipts, and the debt is to 
6 per cont, iu the place of the 9 percent, or 12 per cent. hitherto borne, 
roars the reactionaries in the Russian Legation, they are to be allowed to de 
with Mohammad Ali, provided they give their c 
sontatives, whom claimants may sie in the pre 
Legation. ‘The question whether the presence of a member of the l 
aditted in cases where the bistis are sued through their representatives for matters 
arising hereafter, eg., disputes about Kant rights, is left for settlement Later betw 
tho Rossin Legation and the n Government, and in this connection I transm 
copy of w joint note which my coll 
nite ‘The four words, pour les 
vot of Tonge discussion in our negot 
ly pressed that they should be inserted in article 9 after the words 
“poursuite civile’ xcluded the presence of the member of the 
Atussian Legation froin cases in respect of claims arising hervafter. 
the delegates as regards bastis was quite in harmony with th 
hus taken in the past, that bust does not cover the future: but amongst the person: 
the Russian Legation were certain “ Russian-protected persons.” — These are on a 
different footing, and although the manner in which Rnssian protection has been 
puse, T could not deny that so long as the persous in 
n protection, and my Russian colleague was not prepared to 
ny they were entitled to the intervention of the Russian 
. TL should mention 
used to recog Rear grees 
nthe ondinary_proieston afforded by bast, 
on this question that, if my Russian colleague gains his 
foreshadowed in the encloved note, they will probably prefer 
roper should be given the extension of their ordinary py 
involved by an adiieion that bast covers the futise az well us the pao 
istinetion should be made between those who are merely bastis an 
Ddeing in bust are Russian-protected persons, As we could not agree on the point at 
issue, it was deeided, 
that wo should present to the Persian Government « note recunding that the question 
should by left in suspense, 


mn this account to delay Mohammad Ali’s departure, * 
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‘The enclosed protocol was signed by the two representatives last night, and is 
to be signed by all the members of the Persian Cabinet this moming. ‘All the 
stipulations, the execution of which was prescribed as a preliminary to the ex-Shah's 
departure, have been carried out, and it is hoped that by the afternoon Mohammad Ali 
will be able to leave the Russian Legation with the reactionaries in his suite, 
Thave, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 676. 
Protocol signed August 25, 1909. 


EN but daccélérer le départ de Ta Perse de Sa Majesté Mohammad Ali Mirza, ex- 
Schah de Perse, quise trouve actuellement sous la protection des Légations d’Angleterre 
et de Russie, le Ministre d’Angleterre et le chargé d'affaires de Russie d'une part, ot les 

istres du Gouvernement persan de l'autre part, ont dressé d'accord le protocole 


Article 1%. Sa Majesté Mohammed Ali Mirza ayant déclaré avoir délivré au 
Gouvernement persan tous les bijonx et autres objets de In couronne qui étaient en sa 
possession, le Gonvernement persin, aprés avoir dressé une liste de tous les bijoux et 
autres objets dont il a pris livraison, présentera aux deux Iégations une liste de eo 
manque, et de ceux qui ont été changés, et les denx (égations obtiendront de Mohammad 
Ali Mirza des explications. prévises avec tous les détails possibles sur le sort de ces 
bijoux cs et dans le cas oit quelques-uns de ceux-ci se trouveraient entre 
Jes mains de Sa Majesté elle-méme ou des personnes qui se trouvent en“ bist” la 
Légation de Russie, on que les détails donnés soient inexacts, les deux gations feront, 
tout ce qui leur sera possible pour obtenir la restitution de ces objets. 

Art. 2. Sid partir du 3 (11) juillet, 1909, il serait prouvé par-devant les tribunaux 
des deux légations que Su Majesté Mohammad Ali Mirza aurait vendu, engagé, ou fhit 
dispuraitre, & partir de eette date, des Lijoux ou autres objets de ln eouronne, In valeur 
de ces luite de sa pension par le Gouvernenient persan s'il est impossible 
tie restituer les pidces elles-mémes, 

d_ Ali Mirza délivrera an Gouvernement: persan tous 
Jes documents qu'il posstde concernant Jes bijoux de la couronne engagés dans les 
Danques ou ons de préts, ow chez des. particuliers, contre des avinces faites a 
Sa Majesté, ment persin pourra, selon son gr6, dégager ces bijoux ainsi 
engugeés, 

EYle4: Toutellosdstios pavsmnclies ds Sa Majesté Mohammad Ali Mirza, soit a 
Ja Banque d'Escompte de Perse, s'levant vers le 1 janvier, 1909, 4 1,413,484 tomans 
6 krans 85 ceutimes, y compris les intéréts, soit envers les sujets étrangers, contracties 
avant le (16) juillet, 1909, communiquées au Ministore des Affaires Etrangdres avant 
Je 19 wot (1% septembre), 1909, qui devraient étre toutes prouyées et ddment 
appuyées par dos documents en ordre, seront transférdes au compte. du. Gouvernement 
jpersin, qui sera responsable pour le paiement de ces sommes. Les détails de ces trans- 
Aotious formeront Tobjet de documents spéciaux qui doivent etre siguse. at plus tard le 
E 1909, 

Moliammad Ali Mirza remettra au Gouvernement persan toutes 

ns VAzerbaidjan, Sa 

locuments les concernant ct signera 

au Gouvernement. Coneernant, les propriété 

engagées dln Banque d’Eseompte de Perse, cette dernidre délivrera un document au 

Gouvernement persan en Ini confirmant ee transfert. Quant aux propriétés, en cas de 
controverse, en principe on se basera sur le registres du Gouvernement persan, 

Art. 6. Le Gouvernement persan accordera 4 Sa Majesté Mohammad Ali Miva et 
sa famille, 4 Voxception de Sa Majesté Sultan Ahmad Sehah et: de Mohammad Hassan 
Mirza, le valishd actucl, tune pension annuelle de 100,000 tomans, payables chaque 
trimestre d'avance, & partir du départ de Sa Majesté de la Perse, par Pentremise do la 
Banque d’Esoompte de Perse, 

Art. 7. En cas du décés de Sa Majesté Mohammad Ali Mirza le Gouvernement 
persin accordera & su veuve et 4 ses euiants, & Pexception de Sa Majesté Sultan Ahmad 
Schah et de Mohammad Hassan Mirza, le valiahd actuel, une pension de 23,000 tomans 

van, qui sera partigée entre eux, En cas du déeds de chaeun de eeus-ei sn part 
cessera automatiquement d’étre payée. 
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Art. 8, Sa Majesté Mohammed Ali Mirza quittera Téhéran pour l'étranger quarante- 
huit heures apres la signature de ee protocole. ‘ 

Art, 9, Pour ce qui enncerne les personnes actuellement en “bast” &la Legation de 
Russie, et: qui jouiront des priviléges du “bast” pour leurs actes politiques passés, et 
dont une liste’a été communiquée au Gouvernement persan davs Ia note No. 349° du 
20 Shahan (6 septembre) de la Léyation Iunpériale de Russie, il est entendu qu’elles ne 
quitteront pass la Perse sans Inieser & Téhéran un fondé dle ponvoirs nommé selon les 
conditions stipuldes, et qu’en cas de poursuite civile qui pourrait. étre eventuellement 
uti contre une de eos peaones, le fond de ponsotrs sera. tn de se préseuter au 
tribunal persan en présence d'un membre de Ia Légation de Russie pour répondre et 
donner satisfaction au nom de la personne quill représente, Cette clause concernant 
a présence d’un membre de la légation formant exeeption ne constitue pas un 
précédent. 

Art, 10. Si quelqu 




















naient en Perse elles ne j 
t plus regues 


unes de ees personnes 
plus des priviliges sustnentionnds et elles ne serai 
‘uoune des deux Iégations, 

Art, 11. Les deux représentants sengagent & d 
Mirza des injonctions séricuses atin de sabstentir doréuavant de toute avitation 
politique contre In Perse, et le Gouvernement Tipérial de Russie promet, deson ebté, de 
prendre toutes les mesures effisaces afin de ne pas permettre de semblables. procd 
agitation de sa part. Si Sa Majesté Mohammad Ali Mirza quitte la Russie et 

ouyé A la satisfaction des deux Iégations que d’un pays autre que la Ri 
fait des agitations politiques contre In Perse, le Gouvernement persan 
de cesser de payer su pension, 
Fait en triple & Zenguendeh, ce 25 aoat (7 septembre), 1909, 


G. BARCLAY. 

E, SABLINE, 

FARMAN FARMA, Minister of Justice, 

SIPAHDAR, Minister of War. 

SERDAR ASSAD, Minister of Interior 

MUSTAFI-UL-MAMALEK, Minister of Finance. 

SANLED-DOWLEH, Minister of Education. 

SERDAR MANSU. er of Posis and Telegraphs. 

MOSHAR - ES H, Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 


uiraient 
me * bastis” dans 











er 4 Sa Majesté Mobanmad Ali 





























Tnclosure 2 in No. 676." 
Joint Note communicated to Persian Government. 


VU due dans article 9 du protocole coneernant le dép 
Majesté Mohammad Ali Mirza, les délégués du Gouvernement persian 
Jes mots “do. ces personnes” ajonter les mots “pour Tes affaires passées,” oe qui aurait 
soulovs des difficultés et: donné lien des discussions, les mots susindiqués ont été exclus 
Qu protocole jusqn'd un arrangement ultérieur entre Ie Gouvernement persan et la 
Legation de Russie, 


Le 28 aoitt (5 septembre), 1909, 





rt de la Perse de Sa 




















(85735) No. 677. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 
No, 172.) 
ir, Gulahek, September 10, 1009, 


“ L HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia for the last four weeks, 


Thave, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 





































Tnclosure in No. 677. 


No. 9.—Monthly Summary ot Eeents in Persin (August 7 (o September 8, 1909), 









Tehran, 


THE protocol drawn up the Srd August, which provided for the departure of the 
exShah st latest on the 17th August, was not ratified or carried out, and after 
protracted negotiations another protocol was drawn up. and completed by the 
7th September providing for a pension of 100,000 tomans for Mohammed Ali NL 
who tinnefirs all Kis pemonal property to dle’ Persian Govecanent whieh 
ver his personal debts, including one to the Russian Bank amounting 
The negotiators on the part of the Persian Government were the preaisent meeting af 
the Nationalist committee, known as the “ Directnire,” including Hussein Kuli’ Khan 
awab, Taki Zadeh, Vosouk-ed-Dowleh, Mustashar-ed-Dowleh, and other prominent 
Nationalists. 
‘The elections for fifteen members for ‘Tehran for the National Assembly were 
completed in the middle of August. ‘The follos 









to some 300,000, 









persons were chosen -— 





9 





ni-ed-Howleh, 








25 10, Hussein Kuli Khan Nawab, 

8. Vosouk-ed-Dowleh, 11. Assadullab Mirza, 

4. Hakiin-ul-Mulk, 12. Sheikh Mohammed Hussein Yezdi, 
5, Sadik-i-Hazret, 13, Yahya Mirza, 

6, Musteshar-ed-Dowleh, 14, Motamin-nl-Mulk, 

7. Taki Zadeh. 15, Vahideul-Mulk, 


8, Zoka-ul-Mulk. 









On the Ist Septemb 
officially proclained as 
past offices was prochi 
amnesty. 


On the 28th August His Majesty's Minister presented his new credentials to 
Sultan Ahmed 


Mohammed Hissin Mirza, the Shah's younger brother, was 
ahd, and on the same day a general amuesty for political 
d.  Many conditions were, however, attached to this 













who was appointed gov 
Motainid-i-Khakan, a brother of 
the oil company, 

ish Ambissador, Ghal 
he Tehran edition of the Habl 





1 in August, tas been 
Sultaneh, the Persian come 





1 carly in September, 
sspaper hus been suppressed and 
the editor punished for publis At present there are about. ten 
newspapers in Tehran, of which several are dailies, ‘The ‘Tran-:No” (or Modern 
Persia), is the | id is owned and run by a certain who was 
formerly the “Daily Mail” comespondent. It luis lately published several articlos of 
which the Russian Legation hus compliined officially to the Persian Coveriment 

‘The Government appears to be in the hands of the Nationalist committes 
mentioned above, with whom it would seem that Sipahdar, the Minister of War, is 

jn sympath: deputies elected for ‘Tehran for the National Assembly 

bers of have maintained order in Tehran, aiid: haye sent 
troops to Tabreez and Shiraz, In spite of forced contributions levied from the upper 
classes, they are in urgent need of money, and have applied to the Iinperial Bank for 
aan ailvance of 100,000 tomans on jewellery, to be sent to the Crédit Lyonnais, Paris, 
valued at 500,000 tomans, This operation the chief manager of the Imperial Bank hs 
strongly recommended to his board. 

‘The Bakhtiari and fedai are, on the whole, behaving well, One of the latter 
murdered two persons, and wounded a third in the bazaars a few days ago, and. was 
subsequently court-martialled and shot, 

he last public execution was that of Mir Hashem early in August, ‘This man 


was @ noted bad character who bad been in the employ of the exShah, He richly 
deserved his fate. 
























G. P. CHURCHILL, Oriental Secretary, 




















PS—The Zil-es-Sultan is still detained by order of the Government at Resht, and 
he is being pressed to pay 60,0001. in cash as a forced subscription to Government. 
continues to evade paying, and wishes now to return to Europe. 

The ex-Shah left the Russian Lexati 
wife and a considerable suite, including Amir Bahadur Jang 
Zecguondeh was witnessed by 

onty Russian 0 





on the 9th September accor 
‘large number of people. His Majesty. was accompanied 
fossacks and three Indian sowars as fur as Mehrabad, 

From there to Enzeli he will be escorted by three 
ions, as well as a member of the staff 





Cossacks and three sowars sent by the two leg 
ofeach, Tt has been arranged by the Russian Government for the ex-Shah to reside at 



















ltanch, the new governor-general, arrived on the 20th August 





st three detachments of Russian troops, each about eighty 

Meshapur district, Ahar, and Soph respectively 

of the Staff and other general staff’ officers accompanied the detach 

troops was that certain Christia 

1 Khan had appealed for help, but tl 
consul that the real reason was to. map the country. 


trong, left, Tubreex for thi 











given for the dispatch 





Russian consul- 








I admitted to His Majesty 
vt polutid out the danger of undesirabl 
joining Rahim Khan at moment when the Persian 

ion that his collec 











gue’s explinations 














ns to think that some 1,100 





during the winter to guard the 





wounded and earried 


Marand and Julfi, 


” who, ncenrding to the Russian i 
loys of the Russian Row! Company to a village betwe 
cked by twenty-tive Rus 
had one horse Killed. “They: ki 
dor fled, and the employ 
wore extorting mone 
used no excitement, 





1 Cossacks about tl 








from the villagers who 1 the Russians, 












1, The town has remained quiet, Surdar-ieMc 


nid_-has been appoiited governor 
of Ghilan snd 








iglit to their protectis 
and brought back to Resht. 
ly, but is always kept ur 








when on his way to 








“gnats of honou 
iy them 60,000/, besides foregoing the repa 
‘ationalists tyvo years ayo. 


twonty’ men, styled 











14,000, lent by 
Dut is in communication with two of 
«in the Russian Legation to 
‘The latter has, through His 
od to Mr, Churchill and M. Baronows 
vate advices state that the Kavka: * 
steamer service and also transports goods from 
deliberately holding back goods at Baku 

ndation whatever for this i 


He has, however, 
is sons in Tehran who 





legation to obtain the 
iajesty’s viee-consul at Resht, 





release of their futher 














st, the road having re 











4. ‘The nomination of M. Olt 
Schitvitter, Russian consul 


ice-consui a Ardebil, to Van and of 








eved that the Russian Government are dissatistied with 
blic opinion and. fee 












1: in the National Assembly have been elected, Some 


of tinm have already arrived at: Tehran, 
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Astrabad. 





Early in August Salar-i-Moazaz, governor of Kutool, demanded the payment of 
taxes by the people. On the latter refusing to pay he joined the Dujees, and sent 
some Day Turkomans to Kntool, where they burnt Several villages and carried off a 
large number of cattle, ‘The people then rosé and plundered the property of Salar-i- 
Moazaz, and the latter, having narrowly escaped with his life, is now trying to raise a 
force among the Turkomans The Jaferbai and Day Turkomans are said to intend 
to fight the constitutional Govemment,, Repeating rifles are said to have, been 
brought from Russia to Gunush ‘Teppe for sale, Sipahdar has telegraphed to Salar- 
i-Mukarram appointing him deputy governor, and promising to send him two regiments 
of infantry. 











Meshed, 








The town and district have remained undisturbed, Rukn-ed-Dowleh, who has 
been confirmed in the appointment of governor-general by the new Government, 
complains that he has no power, ‘The local Assembly have informed hin that he must 
do nothing until precise instructions reach him from Tehran. A boycott of ussiun 
goods exists; Major Sykes hus endeavoured to get it stopped, but states’ that. the 
Russians continue to act in the most tactless manner. ‘The boyeott was on the inorease 

the middle of August, ‘The appointment of « member of the Kawam-ulMulk's 
family to be Russian consular agent at Shiraz has caused much ill-feeling at Meshed, 
Prince Dabija has been behaving in x rather more friendly and reasonable manner in 
his dealings with His Majesty's consul-general, 




































Turbatei- Haidar 








‘The « 





was well reovived at Turbat, 
javited to and attended un entertainment in 





ws of the deposition of Muhammad Ali SI 
‘The British and Russian consuls wre 
honour of Sultan’s Abmad’s accessio 

2 On the 20ch duly six Russian Cossucks lett for Karez escorting treasure, 
On the 29th six arrived trom Karez ev rvwe to Kerman, On the ist August ten 
rived to relieve part of the Russian consular guard, and ten relieved men left for 




















«dat Turshiz and took up the appointment of governor 





Seistan. 





1. Hissan-ed-Dowlelr has been dismissed trom the governorship, and Shaukat-ul- 
Mulk has been re-appointed to the post, 

2. The Minister for Foreign Affairs hus called for a report from the Foreign Oitice 
agent regarding the best method of stopping M8. 

8. Baron Teherkassov, the new Russian consul for Sei 
the 28th July and was givew a very. good official recep! 
traders, however, abstained from goiig out to welcome | 
is likely to. remain at Birjand for the winter, Mr, Howson hus been appointed His 
Majesty's acting vice-consul at Bixjand. 

4. The news of recent events at Tehran was received with great satisfaction by 
the trading and well-to-do classes at Birjand, ‘The town was illuminated for two 
nights. Ie is comm Persia owes it to British action that a reactionary 
régime under Rus uuspices has not been established in Persia.* In Seistan the 
news caused no excitement, 

5, Lieutenant-Colonel von der Flaas recently said that he hoped to leave Soistan 
shortly to take up the command of a regiment; He has been busy miking detailed 
enquiries in the trontier districts of Seistan regarding troops, aris, and equipment, 
‘A list of queries has been confidentially circulated by Russian agents, aud rewards 
have been offered for information, 

6, The Khan of Sunnikhana and his confidential secretary lately mentioned to 
[1669] 5N 
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Major Kennion that when the Ameer was last at Herat he sent messages to the Khan 
offering him protection if he was oppreseed by the Shah. Major Kennion states that 
this district has always had leanings towards Afghanistan, and he thinks the Khan 
rwould welcome a change of masters, 4 . e 
7. During July 5,882 eases were treated and thirty-seven operations performed in 
the consular hospital. * 
8, M. Milkevitch, the Russian bank manager, left Seistan for Russia on the 
2nd August, He will not return. No mention has been made of u successor. 
9, The ? is in urgent need of some repairs to the 
stan, ‘The Russian telegraphist states that 
ph official has done such repairs as he can 
uae any day 
sul in Seistan from Major Kennion 


Tspakan. 


1 Tbe tir baw baba remarkably quit, ‘The new lie of plies roi 
very elliciont, ‘There is, however, mich: diseontent in the town against the ineapacity of 
i ultaneh who, on his side, appears to be more and more disgusted with’ h 

He states that he has several timos sent in his resignation, He views with 
disthvour the appointment by r of Yezd, and of 
three other Khans ax chiefs of 

August, and left on the ° Tt is doubted if he 
ntially 4h to. Yet, fen: ean 
2, Consi hus been displayed in the elections for the National 
Assembly, the if to be published on the 
Uc Hanagantustanl ate RO eun neta of the } 
of the rods appear to be much safer than for some time p rv road 8 far as 
Adel has been quite sife lately, A caravan of 700 animals which reached Ispahan 
aboot the Lith August, gave an unsatistictory account of the Sultanabad roud. ‘Pie 
only robbery reported was that of the post:'to a, near Murehikhurd, on the 
iil A 
OT unas) -governor-general of Fars, arrived on the 19th August from 
Shiraz, and lett for Tehran on the 26th, 

Reports from Sultinabad describe the surrounding country as. bei 
disorder, owing to the depredations of the Lurs ‘The latter are under the go 
Burujied and the governor of Tra, Kaim Makam, having no troops, is pow 
control them, or to restore onder. ‘The Kasas, Furahan, and 1 dis 

wverrun by Lanes, and it is be that the carne ig industry has suffered 

In Sultanabad many people have Russian flags which they intend hoisting in 
ger, A Russinn hig has been hoisted over the village of Gils bi 

ram-ed-Dowleh, Tt is not known if these flags have been sent from ‘Tehran or {rom 
‘The prevailing insecurity is making the new Government unpopular. 


Yeed. 
1, Sineo about the middle of 
by rond with other 
been on the move, 
subject to Kaw 
igings 
His Majesty's 
n wediate steps to punish the 
On the 28th August the town was reported to 


2 The elections for the National Assembly 
some town roughs, who threatened to fl 18 were continued, 
3, Salur-iJung, Bakhtiari, hus inted vovernor of Yezd. He was at 
Ispabhan on the 2 t and has one to Bakhtiari country, He has uot yet 
taken up the governorship 
Kerman, 


1, On the 17th duly a telegram was tec from Sip jouncing the 
Accession of the new Shah, and confirming all officials in their posts. ‘The town was 
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illuminated for three nights on a not very lavish scale, The Kermanis are not fond of 


the Kajars, and they are also sceptical as to the other tribes submitting to the leadership 
of the Bakhtiaris, 


4. On the 20th August Mr. A. Wright, of the Imperial Bank of Persia, who left 
Kerman in spite of the w His Majesty's consul that the road was unsife, was 
held up by robbers at Nasivieh, some 60 miles West of Kenan, ‘The robbers men bocas 
from 600 t0 1,000, ‘They donot appear to haye intended any harm to Mr. Wright, but to 
have wished to prevent him making known their movements to the authorities, One 
of Mr. Wright's escort is, however, reported to have died of wounds received trom the 
robbers Wright was released ov the 23rd August, and was joined by Mr, James, 
of the Indo-European Telogeaph Department, who had come out from Ramalabad ty 
get news of him, and to repair the telegraph line which had been ont by the robbers, 
They subsequently found themselves in Rabinjan, when it was. being attacked by the 
robbers, and though it docs not appent that they were themselves attacked they were 
in some danger from stray bullets, ‘The robbers later withdrew, and on the 26th 
August were 15 miles south-east of Kumalubad. ‘They are suid to le Fars tribesmon-— 
Balarlus. On weeiving a complaint trom His Majesty's Minister as to their eonducb, 
the Minister of the Interior ordered Kawam-ul-Mull at Shiraz to take immediate. stops 

the tribe, which is under his oniers. Kawamul-Mulk is reported to havo 
started with x force for this purpose, and has meanwhile had the relatives of the ehiots 
of the tribe arrested at Shiraz, He hus also telegraphed to the robbers that. ho wi 


rivaye their homes At the beginniug of Septemier the robbers were’ still: busy 
pluniering villag 


Kermanshah, 


1. Mr, MeDouall, on trinsfer from Muhammerah, arrived ut Kermanshah on the 
Y6th August, and was met by representatives of the governor and the Foreign 
Ont 
d-Dowleh retains the post of governor, He is, somewhat helpless 
against Zahir-ul-Mulk, but has been promised support by the Central Government, 
who have dispatched thirty Persian Cossacks and seventy irrejgular horsemen to assish 
him. Sipalviar telegraphod to the townspeople that the English and Russian nations 
atly helped in getting the constitution, and there should be no illsbeling 
against them, Ie also, telegraphed that, Mukhtar-es-Sultaneh had buen appointed to 
command the military forces in Kermunshah, and that he would arrive whortly with 
regiment of his vwn. This will curtail the power of Zabir-ul-Mulk, in whose hands tho 
regiments at present are 


8, The three members of the National Assembly for Kermanshah have been 
elected. 
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6, Two circular telegrams were received by the Governor from the Minister of the 
Interior on the subject of guarding the roads. Their purport was that the road guards 
should be dressed in uniform and should receive wages, so thut they may not molest 
travellers, and that better guards should escort foreign travellers. 


Shirnz. 


1, The town has remained quiet, awaiting the arrival of the new governor, Saham- 
ed:Dowleh, who lett Ispahan by post-carriage on the 2nd September, Lieutenant 
Grosthwaite, who brought up the reinforcement for the consular vusrd, started for 
Bushire with five sowars, bnt-a severe attack of fever compelled him to return to Shiroz 
from Dashtayji em to have got completely out of hand, the zone 
of their operations extending to Rafsinjan aud Yeud, ‘They interfered with telegraphic 
communication near Shiraz seventeen’ tines between the oth and 25th August. The 
Kawameul-Mulk, though among the tribesmen, appears to have been unable to control 
them, Latest re the effect thit he has started with @ force to 
restore onder, from the Centrel Government, ‘The Qashyais 
appear to sniained quiet, and His Majesty’s consul reports that a notable feature 
his beon the contro) exorcised over them by Soulkt-ed-Dowleh, ‘The latter left. Shiraz 
for Abuleh on the 16th August to meet the new governor-general. ‘The main Ispahan 
rond hax been completely closed by robbers as far as Abadee, and Mr, Middleton, Inte 
of the Imperial Bank of Persia, was on the 18th August robbed on it two stages froin 
Shira He had left Shiraz without informing His Majesty's consul or obt 
guards, At this time of sear most caravans use the Sarhad road to Ispaban, 

Foute appuirs to have veinained open. One hundred and filty Pe 

150 other horsemen left Tehran for Shiraz on the 3rd September a8 an escort for the 
governor-eeneral, ‘The Lari Seyyid is reported to have retaken Lar on the 30th Jul 
Fis probable movements cansed some anxiety, but Mr. Bill thinks that Soulat-ed- 
Dowleh will take care that he does not disturb’ the neig d é 

2, On the 16th August, the Russian consul spoke to Mr. Bill about the appoint- 
ment of Nasr-ed-Dowleh as Russian cor . He asked whether negotiations 
were proceeding at Tehran and said he understood that the appointment had created « 
jd impression in London, Mr, Bill replied that this was the case, and that he thought 
that probably in view of the importance of the matter, E ) 
awaiting the arrival of the new Russian Minister at Tehran to get the q 
M Knutlubouski laid stress on the dificult situation tie would be if the appo 
wero publicly cancelled. He sug. Nasr-ed Dowleli sh 
Kurops, anid that while lie was avyay, a Russian 
consul-general ut Bushire, should be ne) dtl 
suporseded Mr, Bill said that he had ale nuded) the departure of Ni 
Dowleli, and that the question of the appoiutwent should be dropped, M, Kudlubous 
said that he d-Dowleh was ready to go, but had asked thav a 
Russian subject. be placed nominally in charge of his property. What would be 
My, Bills attitude i? this were done ? replied that he had rejected a similar 
proposal mate by the Kawam, If the present proposal were wecepted, either Russian 
protection would be invoked constantly throughout Burs, or it would be discredited as 
Valuoless. He thought neithes wis desirable trom the Russian point of His 
desi her in an entirely impartial manner. 
i likely wo persist in recom- 

hy called on Mr, Bill the next d 
ment 
him permission to do so, ‘The question of cancelling his went awaits 

Déslovskis aesival, Meanwhile M, Subline has agreed ot to protect his property 

‘a8 proposed by M, Kadlubouski, 


Bushire. 


19th July: telegrams were stating that the chief 

ts of Najat” 9 ‘i vance into Persia, and preaching holy war 

vst Russia, Seyyid Assadullah convened a meeting in support of them, and a 

subscription was opeiied, 600). was promi i 2401, was remitted to Ispahan 
on the 16th to the Nationalist leaders, 

2, As soon as Darya Bei withdrew from ‘Tangistan, Rais Ali and Hassan Bakshoo 

reoseupied their villages. ‘The lenieney shown these men by Darya Begi under orders 


a7 


from Tehran is to be regretted. Hassan Bakshoo atrived on the 29th with twenty-five 
men near Subzabad, 7 miles from Bushire, He was said to have come to complain to 
the local assembly against Darya Begi, 

3. On the 21st July, Darya Begi received a telegram from Sipahdar instructing 
him to inform khans, sheikhs, &e., of the Nationalist success, and to order them to 
refrain from making disturbances, otherwise they would have to answer for the conse 
quences. On the same day the governor received a telegram announcing that, holidays 
should be observed for three days on account of the accession of the new Shab, All 
the leading people were summoned, and the telegram was read to them. ‘The bazaars 
were closed, and there were some illuminations and fireworks. ‘The principal entertain- 
ment, however, was got up by Mirza Hussein, the German consulate mirza assisted by 
Haji Mohammed Hassan (Messrs, Wonckhaus! broker) and All Ahremi, a French 
eonsulate employé, ‘The entertainment took place on the sea front, and was a great 
success. Darya Begi called and congratulated Mirza Hussein and his friends on’ the 
success of their entertainment. ‘The three men were all supporters of Seyyid Murteza 
in the late disturtiances, and may hive done this to curry favour with Darya Bogi ; 
tore probably it was done with a view to impressing on the poople the importance of 
Mirza Hussein, 

4, The local assembly meets several times a week. On the 26th July the departure 
of the reinforcement for the Shiraz consular guard was discussed as also were telegrams 
on the subject received from the Sardar-i-Assad and others, Sardar-i-Assad said in his 
telegram that strict orders had been sent to Soulat-ed-Dowleh and to Seyyid Abdul 
Hussein Lari not to make trouble. Seyyid Assadullah telegraphed to these two leaders 
in the same sense. At a meeting held’on the 2nd August, Darya Begi read out two 
telegrams from the Minister of the Interior, One called upon collency to recover 
1,2001,, robbed from the Bundar Abbas Customs, and also the rifles stolen from the 
Bushire Customs. The second telegram directed his Excellency to expel Seyyid 
Shubber from Lingah, apparently on the complaint of the Customs Department, Seyyid 
Assadullah called upon the members to help Darya Begi to carry out the orders 
regarding the tecovary of money and guns. Im regard tothe. accord matter, it vag 


ry 
decided that Sheikh Ali Dashti should go to Lingah and enquire into the matter, 


ease the affiir had been misrepresented by the direotor of customs, A suggestion was 
made by Seyyil Assadullah that the Assémbly should nominate a small court of justice 
to settle c 

5, The Bushite ‘oad hias Intely been in very bad condition, there bein 
constant fighting at Konar Takhteh, Caravans have recontly been using the Firuzabu: 


jor Cox, having left for Europe on three and a-half months! leave, Major 
jesus resident and consul-yeneral, 


Bunder Abbas, 


Nows was received on the 16th July of the Nationalists’ successes at ‘Teh 
that the Shah had taken refuge in the Russian Legation, ‘The telegram conveying 
the news was publicly read in the house of Sheikh Ali, News of the accession of 
Sultan Ahmad Shah was received with great pleasure by the people on the 18th, the 
bearer of the good news, the Persian telograph olfial, being publicly presented with 
robe of honour and a gold watch, ‘The whole bazaar was closed on the 17th July, and 
ng of the leading men was held, A subscription was opened for a oly’ war 
2 the Russians, and 1901, were promised. Elis Majesty/s consul is, however, 
confidentially informed that one of the most respectable merchants in the town, himself 
the second largest subscriber, succeeded in purloining the subscription list at the mectin, 
itself, More difficulty than usual is therefore likely to be experienced in realising the 
subscriptions, 


Lingah. 


Sheikh Saleh, Zabit Charek, and Keis has, by « stratagem, arrested his kinsman 
Mohammad Hassan, who threatened to seize Keis, and hus thereby relieved the 
British Iudian traders residing in Keis of a good deal of anxiety, Mohammad 
Hassan is the same man who illtreaterla Hindoo in 1907 and subsequently fired on the 
boat of the residency agent, Lingab, for which he was punished by Darya Begi. 
[1665] 20 
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Mohammerah, 


it a is. Majesty’ Sardar Arfa had 

1. Writing on the 17th July His Majesty's consul reported that Sardar Arf 
given n lease the Anglo-Persian Oil Company of the land required by them, 

2, Previous to his departure from Mobammerah Mr. McDovall was entertained 
at dinner by the Foreign Office agent, by the director of customs, and by Haji Rias, 
on behalf of the Sardar Avfa. Hoja Rais, on behalf of Sirdar Arfi, expressed the 
keenest regret at Mr, McDouall departure and high appreciation of his servi 
Mohammerah, He also heartily thanked the British for fle assistance in restoring the 

‘tution, and bringing about a better state of things in Persia, a 
srry te ‘dnto orp likely to be 25 t079 per cont. better than that of last year, 

perhaps the hest for a decade, Suey, 

Se ela ive reuaieeit custo. The gonial opinion is. that. he plotted 
‘inst Sardar Arfa’s life, and that the latéer is justified in confining him, 
against Sardar Avfa’s life, and that the latter is ji eo 
Military Attaché. 



























(85738) No. 678. 
Sir G, Rarclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 


AE maaan Gulakek, September 5, 1909. 

"IN the course of the last two or three years His Majesty's consul at Sistan pointed 
ont more than once the difficulties to which Birjand merchants were subject in passing. 
their Indian imports through the Customs, Int in spite of repeated representations on 
the part of His Majesty's legation, the Central Administration of Customs did not find 
it possible to improve the position of the traders. Now, however, [havo the honour to 
report that [ have been successful in persuading M.’ Mornard’ to establish, as an 
oxpor for six months, a custom-house at Dirjand, whereby: the difficulty: wi 
T hope, be effectually overcome. : eee 

Hitherto, Birjand merchants in Indian goods have had to alternatives. ‘They could 
cithor olear their goods ut Nasratabad, whieh ontailed a long eireuitons route an¢ 
tho morchandise to damage by water and the pack animals to damage by fl 
Holnund swamp oF they could appoint an agent to represent: them 
house at Kuh Malik-iSiah. ‘This latter conrse entailed consider 
However, ag roars paymont of dues and the possibility: 
Kuh Malik if ny unhealthy: frontier post. 

‘Tho establishment of a custom-howse at Birjand will confer vario 

radors in that distriet etn hb 
PT HN Oe MaEC lane lea cues pete penie ten em erases 
1 Unis savo both time anil expense in transport. 

eee ilas niatanioa ii ones lose phen al bac bernie between the 
payment of customs dues at Kuh asratabad) and the receipt 
the goods in Birjand will be a nee of storing 
their goods in the bonded warchouso at Barjand until they deem it advisable to 
lent then. 

‘Tho only conditions that M. Mornard has found it necossary to attach to the 
establishuont of the now custom-honse sire that the goods shall be subject to.a summary 
examination at the frontier, and that the importer shall he held responsible for any 
fulso declaration or attempted fraud, ¥ 

‘Vhese measures have heen necessitated by the experience of the customs 
aulininistration at Meshed, where arms bi on smuggled under the deseription 
fof glassovitre and sealod at tho frontier without examination for transit to Meshed. At 
that plhce the seals were found broken, the arms having been extracted en route. 
‘The importer was nover at a loss to produce techni tory evidence as to how 
ihe seals had got broken in transit, aud without the above-mentioned conditions such 
‘abuses could not be stopped. t 

The ouise is to be opened on the Ist November, and it is to be 

dons will support th 1 as much as possible in what inust 
«1 praiseworthy experiment on its part, 
: : - T have, &e. 


G. BARCLAY, 
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135749) No. 679. 









Sir 4, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 49 





) 

: St. Petersburgh, September 12, 1909. 

TINFORMED 4 Sazonow yesterday that the Persian Government were’ desirous 
that the erection of a second wire on the ‘Tehran-Shahrad line should he commenced 
withoat delay, and Thad added that Thad understood from the memorandum, which 
the Russian Government had communicated on the 16th (29th) May: last, that the 
Tnnperial Government were also anxions that the work should be proceeded with as 
soon as possible, In these circumstances T presumed that I might telegraph to my 
Government that the Russian Government had no objection whatever to the necossar 
work being at once commenced on the line. His Excellency said that 1 had correctly 
interpreted the wishes of the Russian Government, and that I could telegraph in the 
sense which T had mentioned. 








Thave, &, 
A. NICOLSON, 





(85750) No. 680. : 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 494.) 
Sir, ‘St. Petersburgh, September 12, 1900, 


i HAVE spoken both to M. 





onow and M. Poklewsky in regard to the continued 
presence of Russian troops in Persia, and they have both assured me that not only they 
themselves, but also the Ministers of War and of Finance, aro desirous of taking, tho 
earliest possible steps towards largely reducing the Russian forces. They, at the same 
time, both complained of the attitnde of the Persian Government towards the Russian 
authorities, which they characte nniecossarily irritating. I intimated that this 
attitude would probably change immediately the Persian Government swituessed the 
withdrawal of the whole or a large portion of the Russian forces. told M. Suzonow 
that the Persian Minister had called upon me, and had dwelt on the unfortunate effect 
h the presence of Russian troops was causing among the population, and that he 
had expressed the hope that the It jovernment. would soon withdraw their 
forces. He had suid that he himself had no doubt in his own mind that the Russian 
Government wore anxious to reduce the number of their troops, as tho prolongation of 
costing w considerable sum of money, ind was uot, improving 
&. I told M. Sazonow that Thad mentioned to lsaak Khan that 1 
d that immediately M. Poklowsky arrived in Tohran he would examino the 
mt of the withdrawal or , ind that I was sure that he was correct in his 
opinion that the Russian Government had no desire to retain the troops a moment 
longer than was necessary. At the sume time, it secimed to me that the solution of tho 
question would be greatly facilitated and hastened if the Persian authoritios adopted 
a friendly and conciliatory attitude towards Russia, ‘The latter was a neighbour, and 
a very powerful neighbour of Persia, and it would be unwise to cause her irritation 
over comparatively minor questions. M. Sazonow thanked me for what Thad said to 
Isaak Khan, and said that M Poklewsky was leaving for Tehran on the 15th instant, 
and would lose no time in dealing with the question of the troops, I replied that 
was glad to hear this, as the sooner all causes of distrust and suspicion were removed 
from the minds of the Persian Government and people the better it would be for all 
parties. 
Tam under the impression that M. Poklowsky will, in deciding on the redu 
of the troops, end 
certain of the qu 






















































































n 
vour simultaneously to arrango with the Persian Government 
ions which are at present in dispute. 

Thave, &. 


A, NICOLSON. 
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[85753] No, 681. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Seplember 21.) 


Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 14, 1909. 

M. POKLEWSKY informed me last night that the Persian Minister here had 
addressed a request to the Russian Government that the Russian bank at ‘Tehran 
should be authorised to advance a sum of 2,000,000 roubles, a little over 200,000. 
T enquired of M. Sazonow this afternoon whether the Russian Government were 
disposed to entertain this request, either to the full amount or for a more moderate 
sum, His Bxeelloncy said that the Minister of Finance was much opposed to making, 
any further advances to the Persian Government; and, moreover, the attitude of the 
latter had of late been go exceedingly irritating amd unfriendly that the Ministry for 

{Fairs were not at all inclined to recommend any advances. ‘Tho moment 
was scarcely well chosen to ask favours of the Russian Government, but if the 
assembly, when it met, evinced a desire to be more conciliatory the question of an 
advance night then be considered, Tasked if the Persian Government had indicated 
any willingness to accept a control over the expenditure of any money 
he furnished them. vonow replied in the negative, and enquired whether the 
Tnporial Bank of Persia had come to any arrangement as to an advance. 1 said that 
F did not know how this matter exactly stood at present, but that I would enquire 

Tam to see the Minister of Finance to-morrow, and in the course of conversation 
L will ascertain from him his views as to affording pecuniary assistance to the Persian 
Government. 

Tasked M, Sazonow whether he thought that the Persian Government, in their 
financial distress, might not turn to other countries for some assistance if the Russian 
Government wore to maintain their non possums attitude, He replied that he did not 
Uelieve that Germany would care to risk lending money to a Government whose 
stability was by no means agsured ; and, moreover, German finances were hardly so 
flourishing as to be ina position to be hazarded in verstures in Persia. 

Thave, & 
A. NICOLSON. 





































































(35755) No. 68 








Ay Nicolson to Sir Huwird Grey —(Recei 





id September 21.) 


St, Petersburgh, September 14, 1909. 
AD the honour to forward by post « copy of the aidesnénoire which I received 
from M, Sizonow to-day in regard fo the Russian authorities undertaking repairs on 
the Meshed-Nasratabad tologeaph line. The intention of the: Russian Government €0 
execute these repairs is itis true not in accordance wi 
dide-mémoive of the Sth M aucune réparation 1 nite par lew 
employés russes sur ln se cistan” : but according to the information which 
they Have reevived the execution of repairs is urgently required if a breakdown of 
telegraphic communication ix to be avoided. Moreover the Russian Government in 
1908 expressed their readiness to agree to any measures which His Majesty's Gov 
mont might propose with a view of maintuining the telegraph line in proper working 
order, and Lam unable to discover that any proposals were put forward in response to 
this suggestion, As more than « year hus elapsed since this offer was made on the part 
of the Russian Governiment, it would be difficult, it, seems to me, for us to object to the 
necessity repains being executed by the Russian Government, especially as T presume 
our oilicers are maintaining the ‘Tehran-Meshed line in an efficient condition 
vie no remarks When M, Sazonow handed me the vide-mémoire, beyond an 
observation that { personally much regretted that it was considered that the opportuae 
ment had not yet arrived for effecting the exchange of the two telegraph lines. 
M, Svzonow enquiivd whether the two administrations could not of 
effect thy exchange, and thus present the Persian Government. wi 
fact. ourse could hardly Th es were not the 
cither of the British or of the Russian Government, and all that the two 
wnits were entitled to do, unless I was mistaken, was to maintain the upkeep of 
the line; and even their right todo this much was, so far as I was aware, not aeknow- 











h the assurance given in the 
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ved and embodied in any formal agreement with the Persian Government. related 

Excellency the origin of our control over the Meshed line, as it had been initiated 
during tie time I was chargé d'affaires at Tehran, and I expressed my belief that the 
right of the Russian Government to supervise the Seistan lines was nob more precise 
and defnite than was ours, We would, therefor, have to approach the Persian Govern- 
ment on the subject, and, so far as I recollected, it had been the opinion of our two 
legations that the question could be more conveniently and more innocently broached 











by the two telegraph administrations than by the official representatives of the two 
Governments. 


T have, &e. 
A, NICOLSON. 





(35756) No. 683. 
Sir A. Nicolson fo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 
(No. 503.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 16, 1909. 





T ENQUIRED of M. Kokovtzoll yesterday what wore his views as to the request 
h had recently been made by the Persian Government for an advance of 200,000, 
from the Russian Bank, His Excellency said that personally he was much opposed 
to any further advances being made to tho Persian Government. ‘Tho state of affairs 
in that country afforded no guarantee either that the monoy would be properly 











expended or that it would ever be repaid. Russia had already lent considerable sums 
to Persi 





‘and but little benefit had accrued. ‘The country was still in a state of 
nd there seemed little prospect of order being evolved. He considered that 
-nt Government contained no elements of stability, and he was disinclined to 
furtlier financial grants, I said that without some means it would be difficult 
for any Government to maintain order, and that of course some supervision would have 
to be exercised over the proper expenditure of the advances. M, Kokoytaolf remarked 
that an efficient control, even if accepted by the Persian Government, would be 
oxcoodingly difficult in present circumstances to exercise. Howover, if His Majesty's 

nt wvore willing to adventure an advance, he would be ready 0 follow thoir 
ple, though it would, in his opinion, be throwing good money away. I said that 
Tfelt sure that my Goverment would snake no advance without some control being 
established, but perhaps the banks might, on some security, furnish a modest financial 
hid. M, Kokovtzoff said that he did not see what advantage would be gained by small 
advances of 50,000, or 100,000), He dwelt at some length on the insecurity of the 
roa, and on the loses to which Rassian trade had eon subjectad, and expressed 
the opinion that the presence of the Russian troops alone afforded security that the 
trade routes woul be kept open, He was anxious that tho nunber of Russian troops 
should be largely reduced, but some evidence would have to be shown that tho Persian 
authorities were in a position to prevent a relapse to brigandage and disorder. Ho 
‘would send me a translation of a report which he had received from the Russian bank 
inanager at Teliran of a conversation which the latter had-had with the Sipahdar, and 
which he thought would be of interest to me. 


























































Thave, &. 
A. NICOLSON. 








(36197) No, 684, 


Note on the State of the Bushire-Shiraz Road, August 1909, (Communicated by 
Major Cor, September 27, 1909.) 








A FACT about the present condition (of insecurity) of the Bushire-Kazeran~ 
Shiraz road which seems to call for more attention than it has yet received was pointed 
out to me by Mr. Mackerdich at Borasjun. He told me that for some time past men of 
the villages on the road have heen realising all their available capital in order to buy a 
rifle, they then adopt the profession of tofangchi and prey on the kafilas using the 
road. ‘Their livelihood denends on the road being used as a trade route, but their 
numbers and their extortions and thefts tend to make commerce impossible. 

Soulet-ed-Dovwleh’s recent action with regard to the Pirouzabad route hus resulted 
in all the traffic being deviated from the Kazerun route, and the tofangchis on the 
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Tattor road are now reduced to desperate straits,,and in order to bring the kafilas back 
‘to their own road they are moving over in bands to rob on the Firouzabad route so as 
to make the latter even more hazardous than the former. 

‘The important point is that there are now about 2,000 men on the Bushire 
Kayerun road who have sunk their all in the purchase of a rifle, and have no possible 
means of earning a living save by extorting money from charvadars and by petty thefts 
of morchandise, and it would seem that they will have to be taken into consideration 
when any scheme for the policing or protection of the road is being formulated. 

On my journey down from Shiraz, accompanied by five sowars of the 12th 
Cavalry, when passing through Deris, near Kazerun, I was surrounded by a. party of 
about twenty tofangehis demanding money. When I refused to pay anything, one 
tofangchi covered me with his rifle, and Ihave no doubt my caravan would have been 
robbed, but for the presence of the sowars 

‘Mr. Mackerdich says that the tofangchis will continue to live by plunder and 
extortion until the import of cartridges into Southern Persia is stopped. 

‘Tho roinforcoment marching to Shiraz was the first caravan to use the road for 
four months, and charvadars in Shiraz refuse to use the route unless escorted, the 
brutality of the tofangehis being dreaded by them as much as extortion. 

J. 8. CROSTHWATTE, 
Second Assistant Resident. 






































[35967] No. 6 





‘Treasury to Foreign Office. —(Reveived September 2 


Treasury Chambers 
¥ the Lords Commissioners of His Maje 
lodge the receipt of Sir IP. Campbell's letter of the 25rd instant, 
suggestion made by His inister at ‘Tehran that the con 
Shir should ho maintained at its present strength at any rate to the end of next year, 
in viow of tho disturbed state of the provine 

‘Vheir Lordships direct me to recuest you to inform Sir E. Grey that, on the 
understanding. that the. me considered necossary for the safety of the British 
consulite and that the Seerotary of State for India in council concurs, they consent to 

half of the oxponse involvod being chargod to Imperial funds, 




































[85967] No. 686. 





India Office (0 Foreign Ofice-—(Received September 21.) 





‘NLP Under-Secretary of State for Ind 
Secretary of State for Foreign -Miairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morle , forwards: 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of a telegram to the 


Vicoroy, dated the 22nd Soptember, relative to the proposed topographical survey in 
Western Porsia, 





presents his cor 











Indin Office, September 25, 1909, 










Tnelosure in No. 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 
(Welegraphic.) P. 

FROPOSED topographical survey in Western Persia, Please see papers forwarded 
with letter dated the 17th instant from secretary, political department, India Office: 
Pleaso state whether ser im be spared and arrangements 


stated in com nt be made. Necessary action should be 
taken as soon as px ‘ost defrayed by company. 


Indiv Office, September 22, 1909. 











ves of ollicer for surve: 
letter of the 6th 
sible, ify 
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86007) No. 687. 


India Office to Koreian Office. —(Received September 27.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
Viceroy, dated the 27th September, regarding Abu Musi 


India Office, September 27, 1909. 








——— 









Tnelosure in No, 687. 


Gorernment of India to Viscount Morley, 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

REFERENCE is invited to letter dated tho 22; 
Gulf, and letter dated the Ist instant from India Office to. Foreign Oftico, respocting, 
Abu Musa. We share view of resident that, unless island is closed altogether to oxide 
industry, British interests and prestige in Gulf wil bo detsimentally affected by pledge 
given fo German Government involving eossation of mining oporations. If industry 
were closed altogether, question of compensating sheikh would be raised, and ore 
position in the Gulf might be reacted upon, Please let us know whother ecm 
tion has been made to German Government in terms sugested. by Se 


for Foreign Affairs (vide letter dated the 28rd ultimo from Foreign O) 
Office). 


Septenber 27, 1909, 
nd ultimo from resident, Persian 












te 
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lee to India 
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[35881] No. 688. 


Sir G. Barclay 1 Sw Baward Grey.—(IReceived September 27.) 
(No. 740,) 





(Tologe Gulahek, September 27, 1909, 
Please see my telegram No. 731 of the 19th September, ‘ 
is Imperial Highness has paid to the Persian Government 100,000 tomans which 


he raised with the a 
He will leave by 





sistance of the Lnperial Bank, 
he next steamer from Enzel 

















[35934] No. 689, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Gi —(Received September 27.) 
ie 7.) 
Pelegraphic.) ‘Tehran, September 27, 1909, 
INDIAN oil guard. NO 








Please see your telegrams Nos. 432 and 458 of the 23rd August and the 9th 
September respectively, and my telegram No. 720 of tho 8th Soptomber. 


‘Twenty tomans a-month for four to five months would be required for the four 
men of the escort for Wilson's tour, 


When I learn that the remainder of the guard leave 

I venture to suggest that you might await the 
Mohammerah consulate, which will be sent to the India 
India, before deciding the question of retention of the 
Mfr. Wilson's work on the Kerkha. 


I will report to you. 

detailed proposals as to the 
Office by the Government of 
escort after the conclusion of 
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[35882] SEY 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 
Ne He) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 
No. 520 of the Ist July. ‘ ; 
Te ret Donteh has spontaneously resigned the appointment of Russian consular 
agent. ‘This is a most satisfactory solution of the question. 





Tehran, September 27, 1909. 





(85596) No. 691. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No, 1918) 

(elegraphic.) P. : 
HSHED-NASRATABAD telograph line. F : Y 

in your telegram No. 446 of the 14th September, Yon should at the same time 

suguest that another’ instrament of the same pattern should be procured in place of 

the one now at Birjand. 


Foreign Office, September 27, 1909. 








No, 692. 





(36089) 
Treasury to Foreign Office —(Received September 27.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, September 27, 1909. t 
yl i : ir F, Campbell's letter of the 20th instant, 
IN tho circumstances represented in Sir F, Campbell's letter o ° 
an dirostod by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury: to state that they 
Coneitt in the proposal of Sir Edward Crey to admit asa charge to Imperial funds one 
mnoiely of the cost inowrred by the Government of India in connection with, the 
attendance of Lieutenant Ran! | proceedings: 
instituted against the late consul 

















to qive evidence at the court-mart 

escort at Ispahan for insubordination 
Tam, & 

ms 










L. HEATH. 





[36103] No. 693. 
Sir @. Barciay to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received September 28.) 





(Teleeraphic.) 2, Tehran, September 28, 1909. 
INDIAN oil guard: 
Please seo second paragraph of my telogram No, 741 ofyesterday, 
Poa ee Major revor that on the 26th September the oil guard left 


Mohammerah. 























(36206) No. 694. 


Indin Office to Foreign Office —( Rec-ived September 29.) 


Sin, India Office 
"WITH reference to your letter of the 9th September, 1909, as t 
allowed to tho Anglo-Porsian Oil Company, Limited, in connection with the exchange 
Of telegrams betiveon their central office and their representatives in Arabistan, 1 am 
‘livected to enclose herewith copy o! ‘on the subject by. the director-in-chief, 
Tndlo-Huropean telegraph department. Viscount Morley concurs in Mr. Kirk's view 
that tho existing arrangements might be continued pending the assumption of the 
control of the Arabistan lines by the Indo-European telegraph department, after which 
the privileges now enjoyed by the company should be withdrawn, 
Thave, &e. 
COLIN J. CAMPBELL. 






ptember 27, 1909. 
to the privileges 
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Tnclosure in No. 694. 
Note by the Director-in-chief, Indo-Buropean Depaitment. 


TT was only on the 16th August last that the Persian telegraph administration 
opened their offices at Mohammerah for international traffic. Tunderstand that previous 
to this a message from Mohammerah had to be posted to an agent at Ahwaz, and was 
then telegraphed onwards provided the line was in working order, a state in which the 
Arabistan lines seldom are, ‘There is a probability that these lines will before long. 
come under the control of the Indo-Buropean telegraph department, and until this 
question is settled, which it should be very shortly, the privileges now enjoyed by the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company in connection with the transmission of their telegrams 
between London and Persia might be permitted to continue, As soon ay the Arabistan 
lines aro in working order it would be desirable to withdraw the concession, 
x H. A. KIRK, 








September 17, 1909, 





[36148] No 695. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received Septenber 29.) 


THE Under Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
n Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 

, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a tele 

roy, dated the 22nd September, relative to the escort for Mir. Nev, 


Initia Office, September 28, 1909. 


Secretary of State for For 
here 















Inclosure in No, 695 


Viscount Morley to Government of India, 
(Tel 





raphic,) P. Indiv Office, September 22, 1909, 
SEE your telegram dated the 9th September. His Majesty's Government have 
sanctioned escort for Mr. New. As regards informing Persian Government, Sir G. 
Barclay will use his discretion, 












(36198) No. 696 






: Tebran, September 29, 1900. 
ry for Foreign Affairs has been offered to Ala-es-Sultanch 

After assuring himself that his appointment would not be unwelcome to the two 
logations he has accepted office, 









(36299) No. 697, 


Admirilty (0 Foreign Offck—(Received September 30.) 


Sir, Adiniralty, September 29, 1909. 

LAM commanded by wy. Lords Commissioners of the “Admivalty. to transit 

herewith, for the information of the Scoretary of State for Foreign Afhits, copy of 

report dated 12th August, aud of its enclosure, from the senior naval officer, Bershn 

Gulf, relative to the Taoua pirates. 

‘A copy has also been sent to the India Office, 

Tam, &e. 

W. GRAHAM GREENE, 








[665° 50 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 697. 





Commander Litchfield to Commander-in-chief, East Indies. 


Sir, “ Sphinay” at Bushire, August 12, 1909, 

” WITH reference to my letter of the 24th July T have the honour to forward a 
report in triplicate from the commanding officer, His Majesty's ship “ Redbreast,” 
Of bin proceedings in exeeution of the service referred to, : 

2, The political resident: has been informed, and the letters from the sheikhs of 
Charek and Abu Thabi have been forwarded to him, 

tthe prisoner, Ghaithoo bin Jasim, who the sheikh of Abu Thabi refused to 

receive, his been disposed of in accordance with the resident's request, copy attached. 

His Majesty's ship Redbreast” sailed for Bussoralh under the command of 
Lieutenant E, J, N, Tisdall yesterday, imme after handing over the prisoner 
to an escort on board che mail steamer for Babirei 

Thope that the chanye of climate will benelit the crew. 

3. Other mattors arising on the report dealt with separately. 

have, 

SHIRLEY LIPCHEIELD, 

nuncter and Senior Naval Officer. Persian Gulf. 
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Tnclosnre 2 in No, 697. 


Lieutenant Tisdall to Commander Litchfield. 





(Uxtmaet,) & Redbrenst,” at Bushire, August 6, 1999, 
L HAVE the honour to report the following proceedings of His Majesty's ship 
“Redbrewst "= 


At 4 y 











on the 23rd ultimo 
proceeded, callinyg at Kais Island ab 10-2 
residency agent, to endeavo 
and Alned:binsJusin, 
Weighed, and proceeded to Char 
aL 740 Pak 
On the of the 26th Sheikh Saleh, of Chara 
ateniant-Commander Shuter, During the interview Sh 
tes were not landed, but subsequently admitted that, they 
{and gone fuland to a place called Nakhlami, but th 
tion, and that he could therefore not capture t 





tenant-Commander Shuter weighed and 
Aa. on the 25th, at the request of the 
to obtain information as to the whereabouts of Mohamed 













at 420 rat. the same day, arriving there 











came on board to see 
leh first said the 
d landed some way 
lace was out 
returned to 










of his. juris 
his tovtito 
After some persuasion Sheikh § 
utmost to effet the capture of these me 
immediately intorm the residen 
ni Sheikh Saleh 
‘ommander 
continued to direct the 















} swore on the Koran that he would do his 
nd, should he succeed in doing s0, he would 
agent at Lingah, 
the resident is ench 
ater was plnced ont 
ts of the ship, 
: * * . . 
[arrived at Linga at 35 var, on the 27th, landed the agent, and proceeded direct 
to Abu Thabi, “ ea Lee 







ae 





sick list on the 27th, but 








Tnnmediately on arrival L Luded, and interviewed Sheikh Tatmoon and gave him 
the resident's | 

After reading the letter Sheikh Talinoon declined absilutely to take over the 
prisoner, on the grounds that if he were kept in bonds in this hot weather he might 
dio; if he were not kept in bonds he might escape. In either case the sheikh feared 
Tie would be held responsible. 

In addition t any svlatives of the murdered man 
who had deter pirate when opporvunit 
be answerable for his safety if he were landed. 

Sheikh, Tabnoon alsi) said he wanted three prisoners and not one, also that he 
wanted to deal with them himself 



















e living at Abu Thabi, 
y offered, and he could not 
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T endeavoured to impress upon the sheilkh that his action in the matter would 
create a very unfavourable impression upon the resident and the British Government, 

In spite of all arguments, however, the sheileh remained adamant. 

Tarrived at Lingah at 7 pat. on the 30th, 

Lieutenant-Commander Shuter’s condition became worse while at Lingah, and he 
was sent to Bombay by the slow mail which left Lingah on the 1st instant. 

1 was informed by the Residency Agent at Lingah that it: would be necessary to 
hire lighters and coolies at Lingah, as tone could be obtained at Basidu, 

Accordingly I hired two lighters and thirty coolies, and proceeded to Basidn at 

on the ht, aud went in at daylight. 














nd, anchored outside for the ni 
poor quality of the coal T decided to proceed direct to Bushire 
te with you and obtain proper coal. 

re has been  considerableamount of sickness among the ship’s eompany during 
this cruise, the proportion of Europeans being unusually large. 














Inclosure 3 in No. 697. 


Major Cox to Commander Litchfield. 


Sir, Bushire, 
IN thanking you for your letter dated the 7th August, 1909. 
taken by His Majesty “ Reibreast,” and in confirmation of si 
which lave passed between us, [have the houour t 3 
auttinnde of the sheikh of Abu ‘Thabi, and pending final news {rom 
indicating whetier there remains any likelihood of our effecting the appro= 
honsion of the other two pirates during the present pling season. propose 28 a 
Y measure to send the prisoner Ghaithoo-bin-Jasim to the political agent, 

for custod: 
T request therefore that h 
in harbour to the file of sepoys 

rein, 

I shill be glad if the irons that he 
subsequently from Bahte 




















pay be delivered on board the slow mail steamer now: 
af my detachment who have been detailed to eseort him. 











is wearing ean be left on him for return 





Thaye, &e, 
P Z, COX, Major, Politica! Res 
the Persian Gulf. 








(36268) No. 698, 


Treasury (0 Koreign Office (Received September 30.) 
Sir, ‘Treasury, September 29, 1909, 
I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasmy 
Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 9th instant and the correspondence which accompanied it, on 
the subject of a proposal for the installation of a British system, of wireless telegraphy 
in the Persian Gulf at the joint expense of the Imperial and Indian exchequer 

‘Their lordships direct me to state that they agree in principle to the division in 
the manner proposed of such expeuditure as may be proved to. be necessary, nl they. 
will be prepared to consider the limits of such expenditure when tho exact scheme 
recommended by Sir E. Grey and Viscount Morley and an estimate of its cost ato 
before them. 

Tam, &. 


G. H, MURRAY. 














(34836) No. 699. 


Foreign Office to India Office, 
Sir, A Foreign Office, September 30, 1909, 
LAM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 16th instant, in which you forward a copy of a letter from the Government of 























India pointing out that, in addition to the pay of the military attaché at Meshed, there 
are certain miscellaneous expenses connected with the appointment which, in their 
opinion, should be shared equally between the British and Indian Governments, 

Sir BE. Grey observes that the total expenditure during the current financial year 
is thus likely to amount to 2,372!., or 1.4451. more than the max imum amount of pay 
which the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have agreed to share with the Indian 





Exchequer. He has examined the items of this supplementary expenditure, and, after 
careful consideration, he has arrived at the conclusion that it is not such as he could 
properly recommend their Lordships to sanction. Apart from the general considerations 
relating to the necessity for a substantial reduction in the cost of the Indian consular 
establishments in Persia, to which, as you are aware, Sir E, Grey attaches great 
importance, he is of opinion that the special expenditure now contemplated would 
neither be in accordance with precedent nor with the requirements of the post. of 
military attaché. ‘There are, as the Secretary of State is no doubt aware, twelve British 
military attachds in various parts of the world, and their sole cost to His Majesty's 
Government consists in their pay and in travelling allowances when sent on a journey ; 
this is likewise the case with the military attaché at Tehran, who rece' ‘avelling 
allowance limited to a specific sum, according to the duration of his journeys. In 
these circumstances Sir E. Grey is unable to endorse the view of the Government of 
Tndia, that the post at Meshed should constitute a solitary and costly exception, and he 
considers that the division of the expenditure involved with the Imperial Exchequer is 






























subject to grave and insuperable objection, 


T am, &e. 


F, A. CAMPBELL, 








